Strategic Writing Course Information 
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Instructor: Dillon Rogers
Room: ALL OF THEM
School Phone: (281) 641-7500
E-mail: John.Rogers@humbleisd.net	


Course Objectives
The English Language Arts curriculum for 9th and 10th Grade incorporates literature, composition, academic discourse, and grammar. These are important components of the STAAR test that is administered to all high school students. In this course, we will focus on the composition components rather heavily.
	
Semester 1							Semester 2
	Foundations of Writing				Expository/Persuasive Texts and Essay			Expository Texts and Essay				Literary Analysis
Persuasive Texts and Essay			Research and Multimedia Presentation
							
Tutorials
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tutorials are available by request. Specific days will be assigned at the beginning of the school year. During this time, students may seek additional help on schoolwork or make up classwork/quizzes that they have missed. Make up classwork/quizzes will NOT be sent home with students. They must be completed in the classroom.

Materials
For this course, students will need the following materials:
· One 5-subject spiral notebook
· Two packages of college-ruled notebook paper
· Writing utensils (including pen/pencil, red pen, highlighter, etc.)

Students will be shown all of the supplies expected of them on their first day in class. Extra packages of notebook paper and packages of pens/pencils would be greatly appreciated to store as a classroom supply, but these extra items are not required.

* Additional supplies may be requested throughout the year, and students will be given time to acquire them.

Cell Phone Policy
There is a NO CELL PHONE policy in this classroom. Students who choose to violate this policy will be subject to disciplinary action from the instructor and/or campus administration.

Conduct
All students will begin each grading cycle with an ‘E’ in conduct. Students will receive cuts in conduct for multiple classroom infractions. Generally, students only receive conduct grades if there are persistent issues within the classroom.



Grading
[bookmark: _Hlk15302619][bookmark: _Hlk15302353]Please monitor grades through your Home Access Center (HAC) found on the Atascocita High School website. Grades should be checked at least every week.

Grades will break down in the following categories:
Summative Assessments (Test Grades) – 60%
Formative Assessments (Classwork/Homework Grades) – 40%*
*Make up assignments classified as Classwork Grades must be completed during tutorials.

Late Work
Late assignments will be accepted with a grade penalty depending on the number of days late.  Additionally, before-school detention may be assigned to make up missing assignments.
 
Plagiarism/Academic Dishonesty
High ethical standards are critical to the integrity of any institution. They bear directly on the ultimate value of academic excellence in grading as well as student success. All students, regardless of their chosen discipline, are expected to contribute to an atmosphere of the highest possible ethical standards.

Maintaining such an atmosphere requires that any instances of academic dishonesty be recognized and addressed. If the student is caught cheating, copying, or plagiarizing work, the student will receive a ZERO on the assignment and proper disciplinary action will follow.

Classroom Expectations
In addition to general classroom rules, students will learn various societal norms that will benefit them beyond the classroom. I have attached to the syllabus a list of expectations that I expect for my students to follow both in and out of my classroom. Please review these expectations with your child so that we can be sure to ensure their success as life-long learners.

Contact
The most efficient method of contact will be via email at John.Rogers@humbleisd.net. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

I am available each day during my conference period. Please feel free to schedule a meeting with me during my conference period.
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Mr. Rogers’ Classroom Expectations

1. We are a family.
2. When responding to any adult, you must answer by saying “Yes, sir” or “No, ma’am.”
3. Make eye contact. When someone is speaking, keep your eyes on him or her at all times. If someone makes a comment, turn and face that person.
4. If someone in the class wins a game or does something well, we will congratulate that person.
5. During discussions, respect and acknowledge other students’ comments, opinions, and ideas.
i. “I agree with Kvion, and I also think that…”
ii. “I understand Keiuna’s argument. However, I disagree because….”
iii. “I think that Shemahia made an excellent observation, and it made me realize…”
6. If you win or do well at something, do not brag. If you lose, do not show anger.
7. If you are asked a question in conversation, you should ask a question in return. It is only polite to show others that you are just as interested in them as they are in you.
8. Do not smack your lips, tsk, roll your eyes, or show disrespect with gestures.
9. Always say thank you when I give you something. There is no excuse for not showing appreciation.
10. When you are given something from someone, never insult that person by making negative comments about the gift or by insinuating that it wasn’t appreciated.
11. When grading another student’s paper, if you give another student an incorrect grade, whether it is higher or lower than they deserve, you will receive a ZERO on your assignment. Unless you are proofreading someone’s essay, the only marks you are allowed to make on others’ papers are an “X,” the number they got incorrect, and the final grade (if calculated by the teacher). 
12. When we read together in class, you must follow along. If I call on you to read, you must know exactly where we are and begin to read immediately.
13. Answer all questions with a complete sentence.
i. This applies to both academic responses and conversational responses.
14. At times throughout the year, I will give rewards for good behavior, academic performances and other acts worthy of praise. If you ever ask me for a reward, however, it will not be given. It is rude to ask if you are getting something for good behavior. You should be good and try your best because you are trying to better yourself, not because you are anticipating a reward.
15. Homework will be turned in by every student with no exceptions (when assigned).
16. When I assign homework, there is to be no moaning or complaining. This will result in a doubled assignment.
17. You will make every effort to be as organized as possible.
18. While you are with a substitute teacher, you will obey the same rules that you follow when I am with you.
19. We will follow certain classroom protocols. We will be organized, efficient, and on task.
20. Please use common sense.
21. You may bring a bottled drink into the classroom. Do not ask me to leave the classroom to get water during a lesson.
22. When we are in line as a class, there will be absolutely no talking. This includes the hallway before class starts, fire drills, and transitioning in the hallway while other classes are in session.
23. If you have a question about your homework, you may send me an email or a text message. Please be sure to write an appropriate message including a subject, greeting, body message, and correct spelling/grammar. If I do not respond immediately, I will get back to you. There is no need to email me twenty times.
24. We will always clean up after ourselves. This includes the classroom, the lunch room, and in your own home.
25. If you approach a door and someone is following you, hold the door. If the door opens by pulling, pull it open, stand to the side, and allow the other person to pass through it first. Then you can walk through. If the door opens by pushing, hold the door open after you push through.
26. Gentlemen, it is proper etiquette to hold the door for the ladies. I will call you on this.
27. If we are on a field trip, it is a good idea to compliment something about the place where you are visiting. For example, if we visit someone's home, it would be a nice gesture to tell them that you think they have nice curtains. People are always self-conscious when they have guests visit their home, so you want to make them feel at ease.
28. During an assembly, do not speak, and do not look around and try to get the attention of your friends in other classes. We must uphold an image that shows we have our act together.
29. During an assembly, do not speak, and DO NOT look around and try to get the attention of your friends in other classes. We must uphold an image that shows we have our act together!
30. Stand up for what you believe in. You shouldn't take no for an answer if your heart and mind are leading you in a direction that you feel strongly about.
31. Be positive and enjoy life. Some things just aren't worth getting upset over. Keep everything in perspective and focus on the good in your life.
32. Accept that you are going to make mistakes. Learn from them and move on.
33. No matter what the circumstances, always be honest. Even if you have done something wrong, it is best to admit it to me, because I will respect that, and oftentimes I will forget any disciplinary measures because of your honesty.
34. Respect your parents. They have sacrificed more than you can imagine to give you a better life. 
35. Be the best person you can be.
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