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Humble High School presented its Fifth Annual Wildcat Salute 
to Veterans on Nov. 10. Veterans from throughout the Houston area 
were invited to the ceremony featuring Congressmen Ted Poe as 
speaker. JROTC cadets re-enacted ceremonies from the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery. The HHS Key 
Club, Band, Choir, American Sign Language Class, Christian Student 
Union and Senior Class President also participated.   Students pre-
sented veterans with boutonnieres and served them breakfast. During 
the ceremony, U.S. flags that have flown in Afghanistan were present-
ed to Humble High School and to Rep. Poe. The flags were sent by 
Lt. Col. Robert Rohm, who directed Humble High School’s JROTC 
program until his deployment to in 2008.

Humble High Wildcat Salute to Veterans 2009



Career & Technical Education Dept. 
Suzanne Workman’s daughter, Megan 
Schmidt Boyd (‘02 HHS graduate, ‘05 
Texas A&M graduate) will receive her 
Masters Degree in Counseling from Texas 

A&M University-Commerce on Dec. 19.  She is currently a 
counselor at Athens Middle School in Athens, TX.

Five members of the Eagle Springs Elementary fam-
ily ran in the Rock and Roll Half Marathon in San Antonio.  
They include school nurse Dana Grigsby, secretary Patty 
Stewart, IT aide Holly Koskinas, 4th grade teacher Heath-
er Beach and Kindergarten teacher Kasey Davis. 

ESE 4th grade 
teacher Kim Nev-
ermann and 2nd 
grade teacher Tracie 
Wadie competed in 
the Nike Women’s 
Marathon held in 
San Francisco, CA 

on Oct. 19 to benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  
They started training in June.  It was Tracie’s first marathon 
and Kim’s second.  Kim finished in 4:13:16 and Tracie in 
4:13:56.  They received Tiffany necklaces at the finish line 
from San Francisco firemen dressed in tuxedos.  Tracie will 
also compete in the New York marathon.

Greentree Elementary third grade teacher Kristin 
Litzmann ran in the San Antonio Half Marathon.

The Elementary Language 
Arts/Reading Department is very 
pleased to announce that Humble 
ISD has been recognized by the 
Reading Recovery Council of North 
America (RRCNA) for 15 years of 
successful implementation in Read-
ing Recovery.  This recognition is 
part of RRCNA’s celebration of 25 
years in North America. Humble ISD 

will be recognized at the Billie J. Askew Reading Recov-
ery Institute on Nov. 2 in Dallas.  Humble ISD is featured 
on RRCNA’s website at http://www.readingrecovery.org/
reading_recovery/facts/anniversary_index.asp and click on 
“Teacher Training Sites”  (http://www.readingrecovery.org/
development/centers/exemplary_training_sites.asp).

Stupendous!

US Air Force Staff Sergeant Jeremy L. Pye, in his 
third tour of duty in Iraq, distinguished himself by excep-
tionally meritorious service to the United States. The nar-
ritave that accompanies the Bronze Star medal lists multiple 
incidents of leadership, bravery, advanced problem-solving 
and planning skills while under fire and dealing with deadly 
explosives. Jeremy is a 2001 graduate of Quest High School.

“I sent his citation to Ms. Yeatman, who was Jeremy’s 
family leader at Quest High School,” said Vicky Stansi-
fer, Jeremy’s mom. “Jeremy gives much of the credit for his 
leadership skills to his years at Quest.”

According to the Bronze Medal citation, Jeremy led 
68 combat missions contributing to the recovery and dis-
posal of over 6,500 explosive items with a combined explo-
sive weight of over 22,000 pounds. His missions resulted 
in 27 intelligence reports that reduced the IED threat in the 
region. 

As a team leader he provided support to two US 
combat battalions in a destabilized region known for illegal 
weapons smuggling and movement of foreign fighters. In an 
area full of landmines and explosives, he ensured the safety 
of US soldiers during five intense days of foot patrols, clear-
ing more than 12 kilometers of land. 

Following an attack, with three rockets armed and 
aimed at US soldiers, he borrowed a canoe from a local to 
access a site on a small island in a marsh. After capsizing 
in full combat gear, rather than turn back he swam to the 
island and “skillfully mitigated the threat.” 

He led his team to a reported explosive device in a ci-
vilian area. His vision and excellent plan of attack provided 
an opportunity to collect forensic evidence and exploit the 
system to counter new enemy tactics and protect thousands 
of coalition forces operating across Iraq.

“I’m a proud mom as you can tell,” said Vicky. “Hum-
ble ISD and Quest High School should be proud right along 
with me!

SSgt Jeremy L. Pye



Two Humble 
ISD world cultures 
teachers presented 
at this year’s 57th 
Annual Texas 
Council for Social 
Studies Conference, 
held at the Hyatt 
Regency in Dallas, 
Texas, on October 

30-31. Conference expenses were shared among Humble 
ISD, school campuses, and Texas Alliance for Geographic 
Education (TAGE). Upon return from the state conference, 
both were contacted and invited to present at the upcoming 
Geo-Tech Conference, to be held March 6. This conference 
focuses on geographic technology.

Mary Trichel, from Atascocita Middle, and Patricia 
Lewis, from Humble Middle, presented “Make Your Map 
and Eat It, Too! and other hands-on lessons for diverse 
learners” during the first session of the conference. For their 
second session, they paired up with Merry Lobrecht, Na-
tional Geographic Teacher in Residence, to present “Teach-
ing the ‘Culture’ in Contemporary World Cultures.” Both 
sessions were overflowing with participants who included 
a mixture of elementary, middle and high school teachers 
as well as instructional coaches and administrators from 
across the state.

“We prepared enough materials for 50 participants, 
but 70 people attended the first session and 65 attended 
the second session, so we had to create a mailing list so all 
teachers could receive materials,” said Mary Trichel. 

“Teachers are absolutely starving for highly engaging, 
student-centered lessons. I guess the neatest part was that so 
many told us how refreshing it was to have ‘real teachers’ 
present lesson ideas that are fresh and pertinent to today’s 
students.”

Patricia Lewis added, “I can’t tell you how many 
teachers came up to Mary and me after our sessions and 
told us how excited they were to receive highly engaging 
lessons for geography, because it is such a difficult subject 
to engage students. They were also excited to see pictures of 
our students in action as well as students’ research prod-
ucts.”

Trichel and Lewis began presenting together after 
training to become teacher consultants for TAGE at Texas 
State University in 2008. They share ideas for lessons by 
phone and email, and they often meet after school to refine 
their lessons and share strategies. 

Admin. Building Carving Contest

Payroll–M&Ms
Personnel–

the sub

Risk Management-
It’s not our fault

Superintendent’s office–
 Learning is all
 that really matters

Purchasing–
personality
punkins

Finance–
Finance Divas

Accountability–
is it Christmas Break yet?

Tax Office–Boo!

Accounts Payable– Haunted House

Public Information–
Purple People Eater
Incident

1st Place!

Teachers Present at Conference



Ashley Marie Nasra

North Belt 3rd grade bilingual teacher Nancy Linares 
announces the Oct. 22 birth of her son.  He weighed 8 lbs 
and was 18 inches long.

Retta Bleiberg, teacher at 
Summerwood Elementary, an-
nounces the Oct. 22 birth of her 
daughter, Emily Rose Bleiberg.  
She weighed 7 lbs., 12 oz.

AHS associate principal Ted 
Landry announces the Oct. 25 
birth of his second daughter, Caro-
line Elizabeth.  She weighed 7 lbs., 
15 oz. and is 19 inches long. 

CMS RELA teacher Susie Collins announces the Oct. 
22 birth of her first grandchild Emma Paige.  She weighed 
6 lbs., 13 oz. and was 17 inches long.

North Belt 3rd grade teacher 
Ashley Fogleman announces the 
Oct. 22 birth of her son, Jackson.  
He weighed 8 lbs., 6 oz., and was 
20.5 inches long, with a full head of 
red hair. 

River Pines Elementary kin-
dergarten teacher Artavia Lewis 
announces the Oct. 28 birth of her 
son, Brenton Lewis. He weighed 7 
lbs., 15 oz. 

Records/Document Development supervisor Vickie 
Rosier announces the Oct. 28 birth of her second grand-
daughter, Faith Ann McGrew. She weighed 6 lbs. and is 
17½ inches long. She was 4 weeks premature, but is doing 
great.

Oak Forest aide Becky Cook announces the Oct. 18 
birth of her daughter, Riann Faith Cook. Proud grandma is 
OFE kindergarten teacher Barbara Yurick.

Creekwood Middle drama and debate teacher Tracy 
Perthuis announces the Nov. 21 birth of her son, Brayden 
Perthuis. He weighed 8 lbs., 14 oz.

Lakeland Elementary dyslexia/
primary reading support Kass Price 
announces the Christmas arrival of her 
newest granddaughter, Adria Ru Haiden.  
Kass’ daughter and son-in law will travel 
to China over the Christmas holidays to 
bring home a little sister for their children.  
Mitchell, 7, and Ryan, 6, are their biologi-
cal sons.  Kaitlynn, who is 4, is also from 
China. The 

children are all anxious to have 
a new baby sister and play-
mate. Kass says, “Adria Ru 
Haiden has captured our hearts 
through a single picture we ad-
mire, show off and pray over.” 

Emily Rose Bleiberg

Caroline Elizabeth Landry

Wedding Bells
Jack Fields, Sr., Elementary IT 

teacher Jill Curfiss announces the 
Oct. 23 marriage of her son, Randy, to 
Rachel Shanks in Cozumel, Mexico.  
Bride and groom are HHS alumni.

Behavior Training Center secretary Barbara Middle-
ton announces the engagement of her son, Ben Middleton, to 
Vicki Todd. A June 5 wedding is planned in Irving, TX.  Ben 
is an ‘04 HHS graduate and an ‘08 Texas A&M graduate.

Bus driver Sue McGrath announces the Oct. 24 mar-
riage of her son, Ricky McGrath, to Ashley Sutton.

Oak Forest staff kicked off the month of October and 
breast cancer awareness month with a pink luncheon and 
we had “OFE is Aware” shirts made for the teachers. They 
raised $170 for the Susan G. Komen foundation.

Jackson Fogleman

Brenton Lewis

Adria Ru

Mitchell, Ryan and Kaaitlynn



More Veteran’s Day Celebrations

Pine Forest Elementary celebrated Veteran's 
Day by inviting veterans to join in a special celebra-
tion in their honor.  Students honored Veteran's from 
their family by submitting names to be placed on 
the Wall of Honor. PFE celebrated with 30 Veteran's 
that enjoyed songs such as "Grand Old Flag" and 
"Proud To Be An American" by 2nd-5th grade stu-
dents and four student-read poems.  

Greentree Elementary celebrated Veteran's Day by in-
viting veterans to join students for a special lunch. Students 
honored veterans with a Wall of Honor that included photos 
and information on where, when and how they served. In addi-
tion, GTE grandparent and decorated Vietnam veteran, Army 
Specialist Fourth Class–1st Aviation Brigade, Harrison R. 
Dung presented a slide show and spoke to students on what a 
military veteran is, why military service is important and why 
honoring them is important. He also answered students’ ques-
tions about veterans and military service.

Receiving medal for Valor from Secretary of the Army

Harrison R. Dung

Photos from WWI, WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam, Gulf War, Afganistan and Iraq



The covered 
play area and 
parking lot at 
Greentree was 
packed earlier 
this month as 
students and 
their parents 
enjoyed some 
strenuous folk 
dancing during 
Specials time. 
The activity encourages an appreciation of various music forms, 
fun physical activity and spending quality time together.

Sharing, Serving, Learning...

Kingwood Park’s Invisible Children Club, sponsored 
by Carla Atkinson, and the Class of 2013 officers hosted a 
“Walk It Out” event to help Invisible Children of Uganda. 

In war-torn Uganda, many children are being forced 
to serve as rebel soldiers. Kids are kidnapped while they 
sleep, and are forced to fight or risk death or torture. Many 
schools have been destroyed by the 20-year war.  

The two groups are working to raise awareness of 
these children and raise money to help rebuild a school in 
Northern Uganda. They are sponsoring Pabbo Secondary 
School in the “Schools 4 Schools” campaign. 

Team Humble ISD walked to sup-
port Autism Speaks, a national organi-
zation aimed at funding research and 
community education for the disorder 
that affects some students in our district. 
The team includes Nikki Boehmer and 
Stephanie Clemm of Kingwood Middle; 
Andrea Cherry and son and Heidi Basset 

of ISC and Meisha Snoddy and Stepha-
nie Velazquez (and family) of Sterling 
Middle School. Together Team Humble 
raised almost $4,000. The walk was 
approximately two miles and wrapped 
around the many features of Reliant 
Park, including Reliant Stadium and the 
Astrodome. 

Members of the Kingwood 
Mustangs football team have 
become “Reading Buddies” with 
first grade students at Greentree 
Elementary. All players pictured 
are former Greentree students!

Humble High School Spanish teacher 
Cynthia Campos was in an auto accident 
Nov. 16 and suffered a shattered arm and 

dislocated shoulder.

Please continue to remember Humble High School 
teacher Mark Mullins, who is battling brain cancer.



Our condolesces to Kathy Spi-
rakes, CMS and KMS speech therapist, 
on the loss of her mother.

Sympathy to Ruby Cupp, bus driv-
er, mother-in-law passed away Saturday, October 24, 2009.

Condolences to Charles Hall,bus driver, on the Oct. 
29 loss of his brother, Roper Calender Hall. 

Sympathy to Peggy Cannon, bus driver, on the Nov. 1 
loss of her husband, Jerry Cannon.

Condolences to Brenda Marsh, bus aide, on the Nov. 
2 loss of her mother, Earna Marshall.

Condolences to Martha Hendricks, Jack Field’s 
Reading Recovery teacher, on the loss of her mother.

Sympathy to Sandy Sisney, Child Nutrition manager 
at Kingwood Middle, on the loss of her son-in-law.

Condolences to Nicole Choat, Child Nutrition intern 
manager at Kingwood Park High School, on the loss of her 
grandmother.

Sympathy to Adriane Riggs, Child Nutrition employ-
ee at Foster Elementary, and Renissa Riggs, Child Nutrition 
employee at Atascocita Middle, on the loss of their father.

Condolences to Marylyn Livingston, special ed. IC at 
Ross Sterling Middle, on the loss of her aunt.

Sympathy to Larry Boykin, P. E./coach at Ross Ster-
ling Middle, on the loss of his aunt.

Condolences to the Child Nutrition Services family on 
the loss of Sue Miller, a Child Nutrition sub, who passed 
away this month after having a stroke.  She has been em-
ployed by Humble ISD for the past couple of years.

Sympathy to Tanya Easley, HHS math teacher, on the 
Nov. 4 loss of her mother.

Condolences to Kevin Crizer, 
HHS history/coach, on the loss of his 
uncle in early November

Sympathy to Arliss Bentley, HHS 
special ed. teacher, on the Nov. 16 loss 
of Marjorie Barefield.

The Lakeland YMCA After 
School students and staff for coming 
in first place in the pumpkin deco-
rating contest with their pumpkin space 

ship.  Foster Elementary 
YMCA After School 
staff and students won second place with 
their “Mike Wizowski” from the movie 
Monsters, Inc.    

YMCA Pumpkin Contest

Condolences to Becky Miller, bus 
driver, on the Nov. 15 loss of her father-in-law, 
Ralph Miller.

Sympathy to Pam Baker, Greentree office profession-
al, on the Nov. 23 loss of her mother-in-law.

Condolences to Jenny Kilpatrick, Sterling MS book-
keeper, on the loss her aunt.

Sympathy to Denise Phillips, behavior intervention 
teacher at Noth Belt, on the Nov. 22 loss of her mother.

New Faces & Places
Thyrun Hurst will be the 

new principal of Woodcreek Middle 
School. He will assume the respon-
sibilities of opening and leading our 
new Woodcreek family on Jan. 1. 

Penne Liefer will be assuming the position of Direc-
tor of Activity Funds and Financial Services Training. 

Brenda Sanborn has joined the Police Department 
as a communications specialist. She was formerly in the 
Transportation Department.

It is not too late to 
show your support of our 
teachers!  Donations to 
the Humble ISD Educa-
tion Foundation will go 

right back into the classroom this May.  You can give a 
one-time donation online or send in a payroll deduction 
form. If you are currently giving via payroll deduction 
you will not need to fill out a new form.  

Thanks in advance for your support!

http://www.humbleisdfoundation.org/support_employee.asp
http://www.humbleisdfoundation.org/documents/Employee%20donation%20form.pdf
http://www.humbleisdfoundation.org/documents/Employee%20donation%20form.pdf

	Accomplishments & Honors
	Suzanne Workman
	Eagle Springs runners
	Greentree runner
	Reading Recovery recognition
	QHS grad Jeremy Pye earns military distinction

	Get Well
	Cynthia Campos
	Mark Mullins

	GTE family folk dancing
	GTE Veterans Celebration
	HHS Salute to Vets
	New Arrivals
	Nancy Linares
	Retta Bleiberg
	Ted Landry
	Susie Collins
	Ashley Fogleman
	Artavia Lewis
	Vickie Rosier
	Becky Cook
	Tracy Perthuis
	Kass Price

	New Faces & Places
	Oak Forest photo for breast cancer awareness
	PFE Veterans Celebration
	Pumpkin Contest results
	Sharing, Serving, Learning
	Team Humble ISD walk for Autism Speaks
	KPHS walks for Invisible Children
	GTE Reading Buddies photos

	Sympathy
	Kathy Spirakes
	Ruby Cupp
	Charles Hall
	Peggy Cannon
	Brenda Marsh
	Martha Hendricks
	Sandy Sisney
	Nicole Choat
	Adriane & Renissa Riggs
	Marylyn Livingston 
	Larry Boykin
	Sue Miller
	Tanya Easley
	Kevin Crizer
	Arliss Bentley
	Becky Miller
	Pam Baker
	Jenny Kilpatrick
	Denise Phillips

	Support the Foundation
	Teachers present at conference
	Wedding Bells
	Jill Curfiss
	Barbara Middleton
	Sue McGrath

	YMCA After School Pumpkin Contest

