
Elementary - Michael Grofman
Michael Grofman arrives for 

work every day knowing exactly why 
he’s there: to make a difference. The 
opportunity to positively shape lives 
is what led him to teaching after a 
decade long career in public relations 
and telecommunications.

At North Belt Elementary 
School, Michael teaches reading, math, 
science and social studies through the applied skills pro-
gram. Teaching requires him to be creative, energetic, patient 
and tenacious every day.

“It’s the hardest job I’ve ever had, for the least amount 
of pay, but I love it,” Michael said. “In teaching, sometimes 
you know you’ve made a difference right away. Other times, 
maybe the results won’t be seen for years, but you know 
you’re making a difference.”

Michael graduated from Southern Illinois University 
with a B.A. in political science and a B.S. in speech commu-
nications with a specialization in public relations. He earned 
a master’s degree in public administration from Roosevelt 
University. Michael began his teaching career in 2005 at 
Cleveland ISD and joined Humble ISD’s North Belt Elemen-
tary in 2007. 

“When I interviewed for this job, I knew it was the 
place for me,” he said. “We have great administration and 
great teachers. I really enjoy working here.”

Away from work, Michael enjoys listening to music. He 
is also pursuing a master’s degree in educational administra-
tion.

Michael and his wife Stephanie have three children: 
son Matthew, a student at Lonestar 

College- Kingwood; son Tyler, 
who will be an eighth grader 

at Kingwood Middle 
School; and daughter 
Ronni, who will be second 
grader at Woodland Hills 
Elementary School.
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Secondary - Dale Bransom
Dale Bransom won’t forget the 

words of wisdom from former Humble 
ISD Athletic Director Benny Carter: 
“Don’t be a clock watcher.” That’s 
great advice for all teachers because 
the job requires long hours, especially 
coaches during their team’s season. 

“A lot of times, it’s 6 in the 
morning until you get the bus back 

at 11 at night,” Dale said. Some might find it exhausting, but 
Dale considers coaching a privilege. “It’s just the best job in 
the world,” he said. “We get to be there for young people and 
help them reach the goals they want to attain.”

Dale is Riverwood’s head football coach, pole vault 
coach, and boys’ track coach. He teaches PE and athletics. A 
veteran educator, Dale graduated from Southwest Texas State 
University after playing college baseball. He completed his 
master’s in educational administration this summer.

Dale coached and taught in Sheldon and Goose Creek 
ISDs before joining Riverwood in 1998. His most influential 
mentor was RMS Coach Jim Murillo, whom he worked under 
in Sheldon. Murillo instilled the value of having compassion.

“I learned from him that our job had a lot more to do 
with being a positive influence in young lives than it had to do 
with teaching PE and coaching football,” he said.

Bransom, raised by a single mom who worked two jobs, 
learned how to cook as a youth. While in Goose Creek he 
noticed that many students were in a similar situation so he 
developed a summer enrichment class, Cooking for Kids with 
Coach Bransom. “I still get calls from kids today who say 
they still use the recipes, like baked ziti or gumbo,” he said.

Cooking and hunting are Bransom’s 
hobbies. His son, Cal, will be an eighth 
grader at RMS. “I work 
with an awesome coaching 
staff, faculty and admin-
istration,” he said. 
“That’s what makes 
this job so great!”

 A committee chose these two teachers from 36 campus nominees based upon interviews and essays.



Campus Teachers of the Year honored:

Susan Rasmussen
District Finalist
Bear Branch Elementary
Fifth Grade

Janine Nerad
District Finalist

Deerwood Elementary
Science

Theresa Drew
District Finalist
Eagle Springs Elementary
Fifth Grade

Meshelle Smith
District Finalist

Woodland Hills Elementary
Fifth Grade

Elementary District Finalists

Ken Buck
District Finalist
Creekwood Middle School
Orchestra

Nekenisha Brand
District Finalist

Humble Middle School
Reading

Mark Scalia
District Finalist
Atascocita High School
History

Ty James
District Finalist

Quest High School
English

Secondary District Finalists

Congratulations to the District Finalists and Campus Teachers of the Year:

Suzanne Palmer
Fall Creek Elementary 

Carol Embrey
Elm Grove Elementary 

Patricia Bergman
Greentree Elementary 

Debbie Augustine
Lakeland Elementary  

Tracy Fruge
Maplebrook Elementary 

Casee Fetzer
Hidden Hollow Elementary 

Jennifer Ficken
Oak Forest Elementary 

Becky Walker
Willow Creek Elementary

Peggy Mensik
Humble Elementary

Daphne LaFosse
Jack Fields, Sr. Elementary 

Elizabeth Frye
Pine Forest Elementary 

Katie Smith
Park Lakes Elementary

Diane Ferner
Oaks Elementary

Olevia Daniels
Whispering Pines Elementary 

Erika Sanders
Summerwood Elementary

Heidi Davis
Foster Elementary

Wanda Legohn Rodriguez
River Pines Elementary

Kate Peters
Timbers Elementary



Diana Bauer
Timberwood Middle School

Kimberly Coleman
Humble High School

Mickey Mel Swartz
Kingwood High School

Kathy Gregory
Atascocita Middle School

Wanda George
Ross Sterling Middle School

Lisa Cummings
Kingwood Middle School

Dean Herbst
Kingwood Park High

Edna O’Bryant
Career and Tech Ed Center

Campus Teachers of the Year, continued:

River Pines volunteer Jorge Garza, a 
Houston Police Officer and Army Reservist 
is being recognized by the Texas Education 
Agency as one of 15 who are “Heroes to 
Children”.  

Jorge, husband of RPE librarian 
Amanda Garza, has been serving as a 
mentor to kids at River Pines since the 
school opened in 2007.  He individually mentored children 
and has been an inspiration for them. He met with troubled 
children weekly and helped redirect and transform their be-
havior so that by the end of the school year they were positive 
leaders in the school. Students have come back to thank Jorge 
for his care and advice.  

“Jorge understands where these kids are coming from 
and is able to be direct with them and answer their life ques-
tions.  He is able to change their behavior to a more positive 
pattern,” said RPE counselor Louis Garcia.

In January, Jorge’s reserve unit was activated and sent 
to Iraq where he is currently serving.  His family will stand 
in his place in Austin to receive his award. 

Maplebrook Elementary 5th Grade teacher Brenda 
Rider’s father, Brant Rider, participated in the Olympic De-
velopment Program in Santa Anna, CA. This program serves 
as the primary feeder system for USA Water Polo’s National 
Team.  Brant was selected for the USA Water Polo Youth 
National Training Team.  He will travel with the team and 
compete in various tournaments/games and training camps.

RMS Choir Director Jennifer Young is performing 
with the Houston Grand Opera this Fall when it presents 
Donizetti’s The Elixir of Love at the Wortham Theater Oct. 
23, 25, 28, Nov 4, 7 and 9.  Many of her students will be 
attending the performance. Jennifer will also perform in 
Wagner’s Lohengrin, sung in German, on Oct. 30, Nov.1, 8, 
13 and 15.

North Belt principal’s secretary/bookkeeper Barbara 
Perrott’s son, Geoff Perrott, ‘09 KHS, is going to Rice Uni-
versity on a baseball scholarship. He was starting catcher on 
the KHS varsity baseball team for three years, and starting 

Humble High School 
‘09 graduate Leilani White 
recently presented Dr. Keri 
Fovargue, Director of Humble 
ISD’s International Baccalau-
reate Program, with a Claes 
Nobel Educator of Distinction 
Award. White, a member of 
the National Society of High 
School Scholars, was given the 
opportunity to nominate the educator who made the most 
significant contribution to her academic career. The Claes 
Nobel Educator of Distinction Award recognizes teacher 
role models who make a lasting difference by encouraging 
students to strive for excellence. 

quarterback on the varsity football team for two years. Geoff 
was also a member of the National Honor Society. Playing 
baseball for Rice has been his dream since middle school at 
RMS. 

More Accomplishments and Honors

Patrick Hutton, a special ed teacher at the Behavior 
Training Center, participates in his second Mixed Martial 
Arts (MMA) fight Nov. 7 in the Arena Theatre. Patrick is a 
professional boxer turned MMA fighter in his second MMA 
bout. He is 1-0 with a knockout win in his first bout. 



North Belt  Reading Recovery 
teacher Pam McMahan announces 
the births of two grandbabies, Owen 
William McMahan and Adley Ann 
McMahan. Owen arrived Aug. 25, 

weighing 7 lbs., 9 oz. and was 19 1/2 inches long. Adley ar-
rived June 2 weighing 6 lbs., 6 oz., and was 18 inches long.  
In the photo Adley meets cousin Ethan and uncle Zann.

Park Lakes special ed. teacher Elvia Cisneros announces 
the June 27 birth of her daughter, Avery Alexandra Cisneros. 
She weighed 7 lbs., 12 oz. and was 19 3/4 inches long.  

Superintendent’s secretary Peggy 
Young announces the Sept. 1 birth of 
her granddaughter, Sara Mae Young. 
She weighed 8 lbs., 4 oz. At left, Sara 
meets her dad 10 minutes after arrival.

KPHS teacher/coach Zach Harlan and former KPHS 
special ed teacher Kendra Harlan announce the Aug. 6 
birth of their daughter, Kaitlyn Bailey Harlan. She weighed 7 
lbs., 8 oz., and was 19 inches long. Also at KPHS are Uncle 
Quinton Harlan (history teacher/football coach) and Gran-
dad Spike Harlan (football coach). Aunt Tammey Harlan is 
an administrator at the BTC.  

North Belt AP Lanell Smesny, 
“Lala,” announces the July 22 birth 
of her first grandchild, Ella Elizabeth 
Nierode. She weighed 6 lbs., 15 oz. and 
was 20 inches.  

Ross Sterling assistant band director Raul Vasquez III 
and Humble High library aide Tina Vasquez announce the 
Aug. 3 birth of their son, Elijah Minh Vasquez. He  weighed 
7 lbs., 11 oz. and 20 inches long.

North Belt IT teacher Christina 
Morris announces the June 9 birth 
of her son, Luke Nakano Morris.  He 
weighed 7 lbs., 15 oz. and was 19 inches 
long. 

North Belt speech pathologist Courtney Hescht an-
nounces the July 31 birth of her son, Daxton Luke Hescht. He 
weighed 6 lbs., 5 oz. and was 19 inches long.  

Bear Branch math coach Angela Knight announces 
the Aug. 18 birth of her son, Preston Morgan Knight. He 
weighed 8 lbs.

Ross Sterling receptionist Mirta Verano announces 
the March 16 birth of her grandson, Ethan Blain Fale. He 
weighed 7 lbs., 6 oz. 

Greentree second grade teacher 
Kristin Neumann announces the June 4 
birth of her daughter, Kadyn Taylor Neu-
mann. She weighed 7 lbs., 11 oz, and was 
21 inches long. 

Kingwood High AP Steve Steinke announces the July 
17 birth of his son, Cooper Jackson Steinke.

KHS science teacher Terra Payton announces the June 
9 birth of her daughter, Segan. She weighed 7 lbs., 6 oz. 

KHS social studies teacher Sam Pollard announces the 
Aug. 18 birth of his son, Grayson. He weighed 8 lbs., 1 oz. 

Kingwood High English teacher Emma Weaver an-
nounces her July 18 marriage to Ronald Sobey.

KHS head custodian Mary Joseph announces the June 
3 birth of her grandson Braylon. He weighing 9 lbs., 5 oz.

Adley Ann

Ella Elizabeth

Luke and sister Sydney

Academics secretary Marlene Boronyak’s son, Steven 
Boronyak's received an award from the University of Pitts-
burgh. Steve’s work was selected as one of two winners of 
the 2009 BMES Extended Abstract Student Awards–Un-
dergraduate Student.  A record number of submissions was 
received this year for this award and the scholarship level 
was exceedingly high.  The award will be presented to Ste-
ven at the "BMES Award Ceremony" taking place Thursday, 
October 8th, in the David Lawrence Conference Center.  

Still More Accomplishments and Honors

Riverwood math teacher Liz Strzelecki’s 
daughter, Christine Strzelecki (HHS ‘96 grad) 
received her MBA in Human Resources from 
St. Edward’s University on Aug. 15.  Christine 
passed her HR professional certification exam 
in December.

KHS building principal’s secretary Betty Wolf’s grand-
daughter, Hannah, is in a dance troupe that made it to Las 
Vegas for the June 23 America’s Got Talent. 

Stupendous!

Kadyn Taylor 
Neumann

Sara Mae



Family field trip at Park Lakes

Bright                Ideas

Community 
turns out to 
see the stars

The Humble ISD 
Observatory, at the 
Jack Fields Sr. campus, 
recently had its first 
public viewing night.

“We had twelve astronomers, three with Deck Scopes 
in the parking lot and the rest in the Observatory,” said 
Aaron Clevenson, former Board Trusee, who organizes the 
district science fair and also the Observatory.

“A woman was there with her children. She remarked to 
one of the astronomers that she had waited all her life to see 
stars like this,” said Aaron. “This is what it is all about.”

For a schedule of public viewing nights, visit www.
humble.k12.tx.us/observatory.htm or call 281-641-STAR. 

More than 400 
students, siblings and 
parents from Park Lakes 
Elementary enjoyed a 
spring evening trip to 
the recently-renovated 
Children’s Museum of 
Houston for a Family 
Activity Night. Students 
especially enjoyed the hands-on water works, grocery store, 
food court and bank exhibits. As a Title I school, admission 
was free. Upon departure, families received a coupon for 
another trip back to the museum at a discounted price. 

Timberwood teacher and coach 
Jeremy O’Neill announces his May 22 

marriage to Michelle Carpenter. Jeremy is the son of Sterling 
Middle Secretary Sheila O’Neill and Michelle is the daugh-
ter of Whispering Pines Para Educator Denise Carpenter. 

Ross Sterling receptionist Mirta Verano announces the 
June 26 marriage of her son Benjamin Perez to Kaci Mc-
Adam.

Humble High para-educator Lynn 
Jordan announces her July 11 marriage to 
Leo Longoria.

Humble High math instructional coach 
Ami Sedani and HHS special education teacher David Ro-
driguez announce their Aug. 2 marriage.

Humble High special education teacher Jinnie Rodri-
guez and HHS history teacher Chris Stanley announce their 
June 19 marriage.

Humble High math teacher Dana Wheaton announces 
her June 11 marriage to Phillip Marshall. 

KHS secretary Marsha Miller and retired Deputy 
Superintendent John Miller announce the marriage of their 
son, Brett, to Jessica Sokolowski on July 8. Brett, 2001 KHS 
grad, teaches at North Shore High School, and they live in 
Kingwood. Jessica is a UH student, and works at Star Bucks.

Greentree 2nd grade teacher Jessica 
Scherr announces her engagement to 
Doug Garland. A Feb. 6 wedding in 
Humble is planned.

Greentree 
4th grade teacher Katie Castagna 
announces her engagement to Scott 
Mitchell. A July 31 Houston wedding 
is planned. 

Riverwood 7/8 RELA teacher and cheer sponsor Alecia 
Cox announces her July 10 marriage to Ryan Anderson in 
Cancun, Mexico.

Riverwood 8th grade PreAP RELA teacher Cheri Hol-
termann announces her June 17 marriage to Tony Bonasto. 

Whispering Pines kindergarten teacher Brita Drake 
announces her engagement to Travis Ensey. Travis is the son 
of Maplebrook 3rd grade teacher Debbie Ensey. A June wed-
ding is planned. 

Parks Lakes Elementary School PE coach Manuel 
Lopez and fourth grade teacher Sergio Lemus sponsored 
a Park Lakes Soccer Club on Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons in 2008-2009. Their team, for girls and boys, was 
called the Park Lakes Lions. The team played several games 
and enjoyed attending as spectators the regional UIL Soccer 
Meet held at Turner Stadium. Humble ISD Athletic Co-
Director Troy Kite arranged for one of the teams playing in 
the meet, the Friendswood High School Girls Soccer Team, 
to visit with the Park Lakes students. The Friendswood girls 
won the meet and invited the Park Lakes kids to have their 
photo made with the championship trophy.



Sympathy to Terry Moore, Humble 
ISD bus driver, on the loss of her mother-in-
law June 14.

Condolences to Ken Schrader, direc-
tor of Special Programs, Accountability and Funding,  on the 
August 19 loss of his mother-in-law, Pat Smith.

Sympathy to Marti Pieper, P.E. teacher at Bear 
Branch, on the recent loss of her father.

Condolences to Brenda Murdock, Humble ISD tech-
nology acquisition specialist, on the loss of her father.

Sympathy to Ken Janak, long time 
biology teacher and coach at HHS and to 
James Janak, former teacher at HHS, on 
the loss of their brother, George Janak, Jr. 
on Aug. 21. George had not been in good 
health for some time. All the Janak broth-
ers graduated from Humble High School. 

Condolences to Karyn Spiegel, Kingwood Park math 
teacher and former long-time KMS teacher, on the loss of her 
mother, Florence “Flo” Spiegel on July 21 due to complica-
tions with her first round of chemotherapy.  

Sympathy to Hermi Garcia, Humble ISD Maintenance 
& Operations Dept. employee, on the loss of her brother, 
Ramon Martinez Aug. 28.

 Condolences to former HISD health coordinator and 
HHS health teacher  Karla Redmon on the loss of her father, 
Bob Moran, who had been in failing health.

Sympathy to Carrie Laywell, Cafeteria Manager of 
Kingwood High School, on the loss of her brother in-law.

Condolences to Whispering Pines 
principal Pat Gnatzig and former KMS 
teacher Lynette Rodgers on the May 30 
loss of their mother, Vietta Lucille LeB-
lanc, after complications from surgery 
done in April. 

Sympathy to Rose Edmond, Cafeteria Manager at Oak 
Forest, on the loss of her husband Ray due to a car accident 
on Sept. 3.

Dave Terlip, Greentree special edu-
cation aide, is recovering from surgery, 

Last May/June Greentree ESL/4th 
grade teacher Rachel Smith took her 
daughter Carlie to China to receive 
stem-cell treatments for Carlie’s severe 
vision loss from Optic Nerve Dysplasia. 
This was made possible in part by our 
Humble ISD family’s support through a 
district-wide jeans-week fundraiser. 

We are happy to say that Carlie’s 
vision has improved. “The stem cells 
have 9 months to a year to grow in her brain. Our job now is 
to keep her healthy so they have a place to thrive. Fever is the 
one thing that will kill stems cells so we must keep her well. 
Time will tell what they will do for her,” said Rachel. “It is 
already looking promising, (showing improvement) from a 
series of test before and after stem cells.” To learn more from 
a website and blog, visit www.visionforcarlie.com.

Kingwood High English teacher Janet Banes just 
passed her one-year test and is cancer free!

3 Remember there is infor-
mation about H1N1 on the 
district’s web site, www.humble.k12.tx.us/alert.htm#h1n.

 It includes preventive measures to take, links to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and the Harris Country Public 
Health and Environmental Services sites, and more.

3 Check the Your Schools TV  shows that aired this sum-
mer at http://www.humble.k12.tx.us/YS_tv/index.htm. 
The show segments include guests from AHS, HHS, IB, 
KPHS, QHS, SCHS, AMS, RMS, NBE, TE and more.

Don’t forget...

Transportation conducted a “Bar of Soap” Drive for 
abattered women and childrens shelter. Each bar of soap 
received a ticket for a prize drawing. TRS is forming groups 
of 8-10 women to fully decorate each room in the shelter.

Watch for upcoming opportunities to participate in 
activities benefitting the HAAM Christmas toy drive for 
needy families!

Caring, Sharing, Serving



Seventeen years ago Steve and Paula Boone had a goal 
to get kids, including their own, to become more active. It 
started with 14 children at Pine Forest Elementary School 
and has since grown to include 6,815 kids throughout the 
Houston area. The program, Marathon Challenge, asks 
students to walk the length of a marathon, 26.2 miles, during 
the course of a school year.

For the 2009 Marathon Challenge, Park Lakes Ele-
mentary School had the highest participation throughout the 
program with a combined 962 students and staff involved.

“I thought there was a typo when I saw the number,” 

Park Lakes Elementary rises to  the Marathon Challenge

Registration opens in Houston-wide Chess Tournament 
to be hosted by Riverwood Middle School on Sept. 12

Imagine several hundred students completely focused 
for hours on an intellectual challenge–with no iPods, game 
boys or texting in sight. That’s what a Houston-wide chess 
tournament is like. 

On Saturday, Sept. 12, RMS is hosting a city-wide 
Houston Chess Association tournament. It is open to kinder-
garten through 12th grade students and to adults. 

In addition to putting on a first-class city-wide tourna-
ment close to home for the benefit of the existing 11 Humble 
ISD chess clubs, sponsors hope the tournament will generate 
interest in developing chess clubs at all other schools in the 
district.  Chess players from all schools, including those that 
have no chess club, are encouraged to enter. 

If five players from one school enter, they can compete 
for team prizes even if their school does not have a club.  If 
this leads to interest in forming a club, they can encourage 
their principal and/or potential sponsor to attend a meeting 
with the Humble ISD chess club sponsors to help schools es-
tablish new clubs. They will be given a blueprint for starting 
and maintaining a club and information on possible sources 
of grants to help with the minimal start-up costs.

To participate in an official tournament you must be a 
member of the United States Chess Federation.  K-12 stu-

dents can join USCF for half price by just 
adding $8 to the $15 pre-payment entry fee. 
To download an entry form to complete 
and mail, go to the Houston Scholastic 
Tournament Schedule website: http://chess.
jliptrap.us/schedule.htm.  Participants can 
also pre-register by telephone at 832-492-
7154 or 281-251-2659 or email jim@jliptrap.us and pay 
on-site for $20 or just register on-site with a $25 entry fee.  
See the downloaded form for details.  Mr. Jim Liptrap, who 
runs HCA tournaments in the Houston area including the 
Riverwood Tournament, maintains the tournament website 
referenced above.

A city-wide tournament can draw as many as 250 play-
ers, so it will be an exciting and busy day at Riverwood, and 
a number of volunteers will be needed to make it go smooth-
ly.  For more information about the tournament, or to become 
a tournament volunteer, email Dan Pearce, the RMS Chess 
Club sponsor, at daniel.pearce@humble.k12.tx.us. 

So get your kids away from the Wii and the PlayStation 
for a day and sign them up for some fun intellectual stimula-
tion.  Bring a group of five or more from one school and win 
some team prizes.  Chess players of Humble, Astacosita, and 
Kingwood, come out and test your skills against Houston’s 
best!  Beginners are welcome!

organizer Steve Boone said. “This was the first year for the 
program and they had the highest participation.”

Steve called up Manuel Lopez, the coach at Park 
Lakes coordinating the school challenge to verify the num-
bers. Sure enough they were correct.

“I wanted to have something to motivate the kids,” Lo-
pez said. Beginning in the fall, Lopez had his students walk 
twice around the field, equal to a 1/4 mile.

At first, Lopez said, students were complaining to their 
parents and teachers, but eventually they got used to it. To 
make the kids not feel as though it was a punishment, staff 
members joined the challenge as well.“We walk with the kids 
to encourage by example,” Lopez said. “We’re just as sore as 
they are.” 

To reward the students for their year-long effort, The 
Boones donated t-shirts to each participant who completed 
the program. The couple does it for each 6,000 plus students. 
“It didn’t matter whether you were the fastest or the slowest, 
everyone still gets a t-shirt if they finish,” Steve said. 

Riverwood to host Houston Chess Association tournament



New Faces & Places

New faces & places from other 
campuses will be featured over the next 
few months, so keep checking to see who 
is new and who has gone where!

 Diana Bauer is our new sec-
ondary math coordinator. Diana was 
previously the math instructional coach 
at Timberwood Middle School and taught math at Atascocita 
High School and Oaks Elementary.  

 
Carol Atwood is the new assistant superintendent for 

Data Quality and Accountability. She takes over for Jim 
Parsons, who was executive director of Account-
ability and Assessment. Carol was previously PEIMS 
coordinator, Timberwood principal and an Humble 
High AP.

Chris Fox is now officially the principal of 
Timberwood Middle. Chris has done a great job since 
assuming the leadership for TMS with Carol’s move 
last school year.

 
Lakeland Elementary welcomes new principal 

Glenda Holder and AP Bonnie Godinich. They were 
formerly at Whispering Pines.

 
Willow Creek welcomes new principal Debra 

Roesler. Debra was formerly the associate principal at 
AMS.

 
Whispering Pines welcomes new principal Pat 

Gnatzig. Pat was formerly an AP at Ma-
plebrook. 

Ross Sterling Middle School wel-
comes new assistant principal Wanda 
George, AP secretary Beverly Pun-
zalan, attendance specialist Stephanie 
Velazquez, counselor Kimberly Young, 
nurse Gladys Alexander, art teacher 
Adrian Macris, ESL teachers Kather-
ine Ferguson and Tyler Young, Foods 
for Today teacher Vandi Nall, journal-
ism teacher Shannon Gilroy-Cook, PE/
Coach Larry Boykin, RELA teachers 
Sarah Hussey, Laurie Polomsky, and 
teacherB, science teacher Travis Moss 
and Rana Neshyba, Sp. Ed. teachers 

Kathy Bermea, Alona Boykin, Kim-
berly Douglas, Rodney Gray, James 
Marciniec, Meisha Snoddy and Sp. 
Ed. teacher/coach Antaeus Wilson, 
and Para Educators Deidra Bates and 
Lynn Sibley.

Kingwood Park High School 
welcomes new Green House principal’s secretary Diana 
Burnett, asst. attendance clerk Shirley Gregory, band direc-
tor David Biel, biology teacher/volleyball Amanda Brace-
well, biology/football & baseball Garrett Gates, chemistry 
teacher Joe Ehrhardt, health science teacher Kelli Schrang, 

economcis teacher Wes Bryan, English teachers 
Kim Cannon and Regina Garcia, English teacher/
cheer coach Lindsay Skaggs, math teachers Te-
resa Head and Keith Simmons, algebra teacher/
football & baseball Michael Starkey, digital graph-
ics teacher/basketball Justin Burleson, technology 
teacher Cortney Dyer, and industrial tech teacher 
Shaundra Henson. 

KPHS also welcomes LVN LaDoria Gray, 
LSSP Brandon Stevens, ISS Bill McCabe, IPC 
teacher Stevanne Horton, Learning Lab teacher/
cheer coach Kim Stokes, criminal justice teacher 
Russell Traylor, agriculture/floral design tea-
cher Jenny Ubnoskye, world geography teacher/
cheer coach Kathleen Weir, tennis coach Tim 
Drachenberg, Spanish teacher Arlene Hoffman, 

social studies teacher/football Chad Johnson, social studies 
teacher/football & baseball Thomas Neal, ROTC Johnny 
Nail and Perry Newberry, visually impaired teachers 
Cherie Bach, Josie Salumunek, Tressie 
Schindler, Candy Caster, Samantha 
Norris, and Charlotte McKinney, speech 
pathologist Erin Derr, and special 
ed. teachers Ann Barber, Matthew Biles, 
GC Riley and Belinda Hundley, spec. ed./
math/softball Sara Kainer, special ed./girls 
CC & track Jason Myers, and special ed. 
aides Kelly Thomas, Barbara Jurgens, 
and Shelly Harrington.

Humble ISD Police Department wel-
comes new telecommunications specialist 
Karla Dominguez. Karla replaces Lynn 
Smalstig, who is now at Woodland Hills.



North Belt Elementary wel-
comes new PreK bilingual teacher 
Ana Garza, PreK aide Leticia Avila, 
kindergarten bilingual teacher Dora 
Calvillo, 1st grade teacher Katie 
Griffiths, 1st grade bilingual teachers 
Diana Sanchez and Lorena Curiel, 
3rd grade teacher Kristen Gascoyne 

and 3rd grade bilingual teacher Nancy Linares, 4th grade 
bilingual teacher Angelina Quemma, applied skills teacher 
(from EGE) Laura Schneider, applied skills aides Volusia 
Boyd and Marisa Villareal, RELA coach Mary Purdy, 
ESL (part time) Michele Quezada, art teacher (shared 
with HE) Julie Gallow, parent involvement liasion Leonor 
Douge, and cafeteria worker Ruth King. 

Summerwood Elementary welcomes new 3rd grade 
teacher Ashere’ Potter, 4th grade teacher Azalea Solorio, 
music teacher Pam Cohen, LSSP Kathy 
Hebert, instructional aide Vera Adams, 
AB instructional aide Kelly Davis, and 
instructional aide Megan Shaw. 

Greentree’s new places include Re-
nee Webb’s move from special ed aide to 
special ed teacher, Jasmine Cradic from 
4th grade to special ed; Jackie Thompson 
from deaf ed interpreter to special ed aide, 
Macaire Davies from 3rd to 4th grade. 
New faces are 4th grade teacher Susan 
Mitchell, kindergarten teachers Helen 

More New Faces & Places

Cook and Suzanne San 
Marco, and 1st grade 
teachers Lindsay Mc-
Dougald and Elizabeth 
Peppers.

Whispering Pines Elementary welcomes new principal 
Pat Gnatzig (former Maplebrook AP), AP Shannon Lal-
mansingh, counselor Sheri Scheier, nurse Karen Williams, 
music teacher Dana Olejniczak, AB teacher Katherine 
Wade, 2nd grade teacher Mary Coats, 3rd grade teacher 
Sara McPhail, 4th grade teachers Claudia Toal, Allison 
Weaver and Brandy Bedgood, special ed. teacher Katie 
Shaddix, science coach Amy Davis, math coach Wendy 
Staes, and para educators Christina Rivera,  Denelia 
Blake, Monica Moser and Johnna Wells.

Riverwood Middle School welcomes 
8th grade US history teacher Sara Albrecht, 
a former student at RMS. Anther former 
RMS student is 7th grade math teacher 
Amanda Stokes.  Also new are math teacher 
Kathy Pickett (formerly in RMS Special 
Ed Department) AB para educator Tracy 
Eskola, science co-teacher Melanie Knapik, 
language arts co-teacher Yvonne Wag-
goner, math co teacher Daniel Young, 6th/7th grade science 
teacher Ann Llewellyn (formerly at WCE), assistant orches-
tra director Evan Farmer, theater teacher Abbey McDonald 
(formerly at KHS), Spanish teachers Javier Merchan and 
Lisa Lucio, and counselor Karen Monteleone. 

More construction is coming...

Heads up! There’s more construction coming. Dr. Sconzo, School 
Board members, athletic directors and others break ground Sept. 
2 for the renovation Turner Stadium. This project will transform 
our old Turner Stadium into a state-of-the-art athletic facility.

Pine Forest principal TJ Hall and team teaders were treated to 
roses and limo rides to the convocation with Dr. Sconzo on their 
first day back to school.  Pine Forest earned an EXEMPLARY 
rating this past year.  Dennis McGuire, Kingwood resident and 
owner of Club Works limo and bus services, wanted to recognize 
their hard work and dedication to students. 

A sweet ride and roses



Kingwood 
Park Senior Class 
President Trevor 
Finnan and Humble 
ISD Board President 
Daniel G. Huberty 
on the first day of 
school. Both were 
speakers at KPHS’s 
Senior Breakfast. 
This is the first year 
that KPHS has a 
graduating class. 

The breakfast celebrated the Panthers Class of 2010. 

Quest High 
School Principal 
Kim Klepcyk and 
Mishka Douglas, a 
Quest High School 
English facilitator 
who teaches sopho-
more Exploratory 
Foundations, pause 
for a photo on the 
first day of school. 
Ms. Douglas is 

a graduate of Quest High School who has returned to the 
school to teach as a member of the faculty. She earned her 
bachelor's degree from Rice University in 2007 and is pursu-
ing a master's in teaching from Rice. Quest High School 
is now located on the second floor of Summer Creek High 
School, 14000 Weckford Boulevard. 

Humble ISD celebrated the opening of 
its 25th elementary campus, Lakeshore El-
ementary, with a ribbon cutting ceremony and 
community building tour on Aug. 19. School 
board trustees, Lake Houston Chamber of Com-
merce representatives, administrators, teachers, 
students and parents participated in the festive 
event. Lakeshore Elementary, 13333 Breakwater 
Path Lane, is located off of West Lake Houston 
Parkway. Special features of the campus include 
an indoor gymnasium with a stage and flexible 
classroom areas that can be used for science labs.

FIRST things happening around the district....

Greentree 
kindergarten teacher 
Jessica Perez, with 
her own brand-new 
Greentree kinder-
gartner, Ryleigh 
Perez, on the first day 
of school. Due to un-
expected enrollment 
numbers Greentree 
will be adding a third 
grade class. More 
than 20 of our cam-
puses are over their 
projected enrollment 
for the year.

Dr. Sconzo 
greets Sum-

mer Creek High 
School ESL 

teacher Wendy 
Bethany on 

the first day of 
school. This cam-

pus houses both 
SCHS and QHS.

Humble ISD 
Trustees Robert 

Scarfo, Brent M. 
Engelage and David 

Martin with Lake-
shore kindergarten 

student Isabelle Grus-
nick and first grader 

Jacob Grusnick in the 
new school’s library.



Family Album Key Communicators keep the news coming!

Administration  
Karen Collier 
ext. 8200

Administration  
Robin McAdams
ext. 8203

AHS 
Mimi Buchman 
 ext. 7501

AMS 
Marcia Sinitiere 
ext. 4601

Bear Branch 
Debbie Warren  
ext. 1603

CATE 
Judy Browder 
ext. 7951

Child Nutrition 
Pat Ferguson  
ext. 8464

CMS 
Kathy Joseph 
ext. 4413

Deerwood 
Carla Threadgill 
ext. 2212

Eagle Springs 
Sharon Shepard 
ext. 3100

Elm Grove 
Tina Smith
ext. 1700

Fields 
Lynda Miller 
ext. 2700

Foster 
Sherri Sandvick 
ext. 1478

Greentree 
Pam Baker 
ext. 1901

Hidden Hollow 
Muriel Bebel 
ext. 2403

HMS 
Natahia Dawkins 
ext. 4010

Humble Elem. 
Anne Parker 
ext. 1101

Humble High 
Vera Pearson  
ext. 6301

ISC 
Bianca 
Hadjioannou 
ext. 8320

Kingwood High 
Marsha Miller 
ext. 6967

Kingwood Park 
Shelby 
McPherson 
ext. 6614

Kingwood Park 
Amy Hustedt 
ext. 6697

KMS 
Lisa Bollig 
ext. 4212

Lakeland 
Beth Davidson 
ext. 1201

Maintenance 
Chrissie Shideler
ext. 8700

Maplebrook 
Jean Philpot  
ext. 2910

North Belt 
Barbara Perrott  
ext. 1301

Oak Forest 
Allison Wolf 
ext. 2833

Oaks 
Kathy Kargel 
ext. 1801

PACE 
Karen Cullum 
ext. 7487

Park Lakes 
Mariaelena 
Gutierrez  
ext. 3205

Pine Forest  
Shaye Cintado  
ext. 2130

Operations/
Grounds  
Cristina Nava
ext. 8750

Police Dept. 
Angela Kimmons
ext. 7900

Quest 
Gwen Geiser 
7304

River Pines
Pauline Gomez
ext. 3387

RMS 
Nancy West 
ext. 4801

Shadow Forest 
Mary Brooks 
ext. 2603

Sterling MS 
Sheila O’Neill  
ext. 6001

Structured 
Learning 
Tina Webb 
ext. 7376

Summerwood  
Tracy Bidwell
ext. 3000

Timbers 
Candy Zachary 
ext. 2003

TMS
Diane Henley  
ext. 3800

Transportation
Connie Roberts
ext. 8731

Warehouse/ 
Printshop
Mike Townsend 
ext. 8922

Whispering Pines
Char Easterwood 
ext. 2501

Willow Creek
Laurie Curtis 
ext. 2307

Woodland Hills
Cheryl Poris 
ext. 1503

 Our great Key Communicators spend time out of their day to not only gather and send your news, but to proof and 
assure accuracy in our newsletter. Any changes in our Key Communicators are posted to the webpage as they become avail-
able. Check http://www.humble.k12.tx.us/FamilyAlbum/FamilyAlbum.htm.
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