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Humble ISD’s Teachers
of the Year were selected
from 32 Campus Winners
based upon interviews and
essays. Each school’s Cam-
pus Teacher of the Year was
asked to write two essays: a
Professional Biography and a
Philosophy of Teaching. A
seven-member committee —
made up of former Teachers
of the Year, Humble Area
Chamber of Commerce
representatives, an Humble ISD Council of
PTAs representative and district adminis-
trators — evaluated the essays and chose
eight teachers as District Finalists.

The finalists were interviewed and an
Elementary Teacher of the Year and a
Secondary Teacher of the Year were named
following the interviews. They will repre-
sent Humble ISD at Region IV and will
write seven essays for regional competi-
tion. Humble ISD’s selection process
mirrors the selection process used at the
regional and state level.

In addition to the honor, the Humble
ISD Elementary Teacher of the Year and
the Secondary Teacher of the Year receive
use of a new laptop computer and the
opportunity to attend a professional confer-

ence of their choice.
In the fall, all Campus

Teachers of the Year will be
honored by the Humble ISD
Board of Trustees and at a
luncheon hosted by the
Humble Area Chamber of
Commerce.

Stephanie Fisher,
science teacher at Woodland
Hills Elementary School,
will represent the district as

Elementary Teacher of the Year. Bibby
Savage, a social studies teacher at Humble
Middle School, is the district’s Secondary
Teacher of the Year.

Congratulations also to District
Teacher of the Year Finalists and to Cam-
pus Winners:

District Finalists - Elementary
HubAnn McDougald, Timbers
Elizabeth Ray, Maplebrook
Gloria Reidlinger,  Deerwood

District Finalists - Secondary
Cappi Moon, Riverwood Middle
Sandra Newton, Atascocita Middle
Stephen Rosenberg, Timberwood Middle

 See Campus Teachers of the Year on Page 6



HHS gymnastics team captured the
STATE TITLE this past weekend in

Austin. Four boys were in the top ten. By
September we will know if they qualified for

National Champions. Congratulations to all the
boys and their coaches, Carol Wilson and Juergen
Achtermann.

The HHS Current Issues and Events team sponsored by
journalism teacher Bernetta (Brandy) Gardner participated
in UIL competition at Spring High School on March 25. The
team, including Eric Bailey, Herman Hoffschneider, and
Andrew Meaker, placed 5th. Eric Bailey placed 3rd and will
advance to regional competition.

Brandon Farr, son of Discipline
Program principal Marlon Farr and
HHS Technology Department head
Carolyn Farr, has been named the Big
12 Baseball Player of the Week.

Brandon is the Kansas State University
catcher.

 The Kansas State senior from Humble
High School went 11-for-20 (.550) with two doubles, four
runs scored and five RBI against No. 22 Creighton and at
Texas Tech. Farr, who currently is riding a Big 12 season-best
16-game hitting streak, went 4-for-4 in a comeback win at
Creighton and then opened the Tech series with three straight
hits. During four games, he had three or more hits in three of
four games and drove in a run or scored a run in all four.

 Farr recorded hits in 10 of his first 11 at bats during last
week’s activity to up his season average to .356 and is hitting
.462 during his 16-game hitting streak.

Claire Simister, daughter of WCE 4th grade teacher
Fran Simister, has been accepted to the Pharmacy School at
the University of Texas, Austin.  Claire is a 2004 graduate of
KHS and is currently a sophomore at UT.  The Simisters
would like to thank all of Claire’s math and science teachers
at Greentree, Creekwood, and Kingwood High School!

Congratulations to these great
Timberwood staffers: Teacher of the Month-
January is history teacher Brett Schultz, and
Staff Member of the Month-January is
assistant principal Ken Buck. Teacher of the
Month-February is art teacher Wendy
Foster, and Staff Member of the Month-

Humble High assistant principal’s
secretary Pam Anderson announces the
engagement of her daughter, Wendy, to
marry Spencer Stocker. A December wed-
ding is planned. Wendy graduated from HHS
in 2000 and is an adaptive behavior teacher in San Antonio.

K9 teacher Kendra Heileman and CMS coach Zach
Harlan announce their engagement to be married. a June 9
wedding is planned.

H-9 Algebra teacher Kevin Belanger announces his
engagement to Britany Lunsford.

Deerwood first grade teacher Riane Netardus is proud
to announce her March 13th wedding to Brad Stanley.

Deerwood third grade teacher Kristi Samberson is
pleased to announce her engagement to David Eaton, son of

February is records specialist Patti Dear.
Teacher of the Month-March is  industrial
arts teacher Milton Coleman, and Staff
Member of the Month-March is library
assistant Maureen Searway.

Humble High School Attendance Clerk Cassie Staggs’
granddaughter, Haley Staggs, participated in the Poultry Show
at Houston Livestock Show. She earned 8th place with broiler
chicken cockrells. They sold for $8000. She also participated
in the Humble Livestock Show in February and placed 3rd
with broiler pullets. Haley is a Bear Branch student.

Fields Elementary first grade teacher DeeDee Terry’s
son, Logan, completed his first season of track and earned the
title of district champion  in the 2400 meter race. He also
placed 3rd in the 800 meter race. Logan is a seventh grader at
Creekwood Middle.

Congrats to Amber Gnatzig, daughter of Maplebrook
asst. principal Pat Gnatzig, on signing a four year letter of
intent to play soccer at Texas A&M. See the signing article on
http://www.aggieathletics.com.

KHS teachers who were nominated for Who’s Who
Among American Teachers – some for multiple times this
year: David Souders, Carol Bertsch, Gini Foreman, Stacey
Griffin, Keith Page, Carol Smith, Stephanie Ingle, Stephen
Steinke, Diane Kaste, Dean Herbst, Cathi Woolley, Ruth
Smith, Cindy Breeding, Pam Lard, Joan McClung, Tim
Garcia, Mel Swartz, and Barbara Hamilton.



Custodial/Operations secretary Leigh
Ann (Mason) Montgomery announces the
March 2 birth of her daughter, Payton
Taylor. She weighed 6 lbs., 12 oz.

District plumber Zach Snyder announces the March 16
birth of his daughter, Dessa. She weighed 6 lbs., 15 oz.

North Belt Elementary kindergarten teacher Katie
Baker announces the Nov. 3 birth of her son, Kaden Mat-
thew. He weighed 8 lbs., 1 oz.

Humble Middle Scool health teacher Karen Berges
announces the April 6 birth of her grandson, Kade Michael
Clark. He weighed 8 lbs., 7 oz.

Julianna Frahlman, document development, announces
the Dec 19 birth of her grandchild, April Christine. April’s mom,
Donna Felak Egenolf, is a 1986 graduate of KHS.

Foster first grade teacher Leslie
Leslie announces the April 5 birth of
her daughter, Catherine Leslie. She
weighed 7 lbs., 10 oz.

Oak Forest literacy coach Lisa
Ferguson announces the April 14
birth of her son, Drew Sadler.

retired Deerwood teacher Linda
Eaton. A July 15 wedding is planned.

Humble Ninth health teacher
Karla Redmon announces the
engagement of her daughter, Brook,
to Will Dickison from Lometa, Texas.

Brook is a 1999 graduate of HHS, and a 2003 graduate of
Texas A&M. She is the Project Coordinator for Spindletop
Charities, a Cameron Corporation non-profit organization.
Will graduated from Texas Tech in 2003, received his Masters
from Texas Tech in 2004, and is presently teaching in
Bastrop, Texas. He will pursue his Doctorate in the fall and
will oversee the Lamb and Goat Center at Texas A&M while
teaching classes at the University. A Sept. 9 wedding is
planned at Garden Oaks Baptist Church in Houston.

Foster first grade teacher Erin Shaver announces her
engagement to Micah Meador. A June 30 wedding is planned.
Micah’s Mom is district pre-k facilitator Dawn Meador and
his aunt is Carla Campbell, Early Learning Center.

H-9 choir director Tonya Walker-
Haack announces the April 1 birth of her
son, Aidan Thomas. CATE Center secretary
Debbie Walker is the proud grandmother.

Oaks second grade teacher Melinda
Chryssikos announces the March 2 birth of
her son, Brady Chryssikos. He weighed 7 lbs., 9 oz.

Pine Forest third grade teacher Kristie Felan announces
the April 11 birth of her son, Gabriel Miguel Felan. He
weighed 9 lbs., 2 oz.

Pine Forest LSSP Erica Porterannounces the May 4
birth of her daughter,  Alicia Alexandria.  She weighed 7 lbs.,
8 ozs.

KHS Math teacher Dorene Orr announces the April 21
birth of granddaughter Madeline Lucille, who weighed 7 lbs.
14 oz. and the April 25 birth of granddaughter Sarah Eliza-
beth, who weighed 8 lbs. 12 oz.

H9 PE teacher Michelle Funderburk announces the Feb.
26 birth of her son, Jaden Cagney. He weighed 8 lbs., 12 oz.

TMS reading teacher Quintina Domino announces the
April 12 birth of her daughter, Summer Sinai Lafrance. She
weighed 6 lbs., 10 oz.

Please mark your calendars for May
17, 2006  and come join the Humble ISD
Transportation Department in bidding a
fond farewell to Director Jaime Gallego
after many years of service to the district.

Timbers Elementary School celebrates 25 years of
excellence. A reception was held in the Timbers Library on
April 27.

Elizabeth Stoltz, daughter of TMS Math teacher Melissa
Stoltz and grandaughter of Suzanne Stoltz, has been given
the ALL CLEAR report as she is in full remission.  Her
family is thankful that she will need no further chemo.

Oaks kindergarten teacher Mary Claire Herman
received a surprise from a former student, Sergeant Brian
Eques, who was in her class of 1987/88.

Congratulations to KHS Special Ed. teacher Jill Carlson.
Her husband is being released from the army this coming
weekend.



Congratulations to Humble El-
ementary for receiving an Investment
Capital Fund grant from Texas Educa-
tion Agency!  The $50,000 awarded will
be utilized to train teachers in TEKS

common assessments as well as intensive, year-long science
TEKS training.   Additionally, funds will be utilized to
support an after-school enrichment program for third, fourth
and fifth graders.  Well done, Humble Elementary!

Any teacher who is or used to be into breakdancing and
would like to volunteer or just visit for a practice, we practice
every day after school at the Long Term Discipline Program.
We need old heads, 20’s and 30’s, who grew up during this
period to come and share their perspective on hip hop. We
study the history of hip hop, but focus on the dancing. It
would be great to get another adult perspective other than
mine.

Also, if any of your students are in breakdance groups/
clubs at your school, please contact me. I hear of school
groups here and there. I would like to do some visiting to
check out already established groups and do a little network-
ing. My group is just starting.

from John Weston, LTDP - Reading Teacher, ext. 7368

The Sixth Annual Humble ISD Employee Crappie-thon
was held April 8 at BJ’s Marina on Lake Houston. Twenty
people in ten boats spent the day fishing for white perch and
having a great time. Wind gusts at 25 mph added an interest-
ing challenge, and combined with a lower water level,
certainly affected the number of fish caught.

The official weigh-in at 3 p.m. determined the following
results: electrician Keith Colbert and temp. technician Bret
Nation won first place at 6 lbs., technical service Jeff Barton
an his dad, Butch Barton won second place at 5 lbs., 9.5 oz.,
and IAQ John Elasko and EM Robert Wind won third place
with 5 lbs., 6 oz. Electrician Keith Colbert won the Big
Crappie award with a 1 lb., 6 oz. catch.

Watch for the Crappie-thon notice next year and be sure
to join us for some good fishing and fun on the river.

Break dancers needed for help with new group

Fun and fishing at 6th annual Crappie-thon

Humble Middle School has an
interesting dance club,  Ladies and

Men Of Distinction, also known as LOD
and MOD or “steppers.” Founded in 2003 by

teacher Judy Gibson, this organization is designed
for students who don’t have an opportunity to participate in
sports or other extra curricular activities and would like to
feel that they belong. They express themselves in the form of
dance along with in-sync stepping. Other step sponsors
include Patricia Lewis, Leo Bryant and Damico Bartley.

Each year, about 50 students sign up to step their hearts
out and put on a show. They focus on ensuring that students
follow the creed: “LOD and MOD always carry themselves in
a respectable manner, take responsibility for their actions ,
respect others as they would want to be respected, follow all
adult direction, and remember the they are Ladies and Men of
distinction.”

The club provides a positive incentive to follow school
rules. Teachers can call on the assistance of Step sponsors
when a Stepper’s actions are contrary to their creed. This has
worked in a positive way to affect change in many students.

Just recently the Ladies Of Distinction competed in their
first competition, finishing in third place. Other competitions
and events are planned to allow the Steppers to showcase
their talents.

Ladies and Men Of Distinction is not your ordinary
club. Sponsors focus on the student and work hard to ensure
that each student understands the value of education as well
as the importance of representing an organization well. With
the continued dedication of Humble Middle, Step sponsors
and students the possibilities are limitless!

KHS Math Department’s Leslie Tipp won a $1,000
ATPE Region IV Scholarship!

Quest High School is one of eight schools in the nation
that will be conducting workshops and roundtables in the
Summer Institute, a learning opportunity provided by the
Coalition of Essential Schools.

The Summer Institute is open to individuals and teams
who are interested in creating or refining small schools, or
converting large comprehensive schools into small schools.

CES Small Schools Project is a network of exemplary
small “mentor” schools, new schools design teams, and large
school teams converting into new, small schools. The CES
Small Schools Project brings together some of the nation’s
best small school educators and schools, all organized around
the Common Principles of the Coalition of Essential Schools.



Condolences to Karen, Martin
Document Development and Records
Specialist on the loss of her father in law.

Sympathy to Pat Gnatzig, Maplebrook Asst. Principal,
on the death of her father-in-law.

Condolences to Anntionette Brown, Oak Forest
librarian, on the loss of her grandfather.

Sympathy to Carmen Cook, Oak Forest fourth grade
teacher, on the loss of her grandfather.

Condolences to Sharon Meurer, reading specialist at
Fields Elementary, on the loss of her father April 4.

Sympathy to Becky Hunt, Career & Technology
director, on the loss of her mother-in-law.

Condolences to Janice Williamson, Special Programs
Funding and Accounting secretary, on the loss of her father,
Clyde Lewis, on March 11.

Sympathy to Adriana Lopez, Fields Elementary Life
Skills Aide,  on the loss of her father Jan. 26.

Condolences to Janie Mabry, Fields Elementary math
coach, on the loss of her father Feb. 5.

Sympathy to Valerie Kemp, Child Nutrition Services at
CLC, on the loss of her father May 3. His name is Bening Kemp.

Condolences to Jan Gorey, Elm Grove teacher, on the
loss of her father, William Hillman

Condolences to Ruth Williams, H9 secretary, on the
loss of her mother, Betty Miller..

Sympathy to Jane Phillips, H9 art teacher, on the loss
of her father, Cecil Nabors.

Condolences to Sherry Gee, TMS attendance specialist,
on the loss of her mother-in-law.

Sympathy to Clint Vector, TMS adaptive behavior
teacher, on the loss of his mother, Rita Irene Vector.

Kenny Kendrick is the new
assistant director of Maintenance,
and Ronnie Ferguson is the new
MEP supervisor.

Gary Hutton is a new district project manager. Yvonne
K. Mobely is the new director of Purchasing. Angela
Conrad is a new instructional technology specialist.

Tax Office supervisor Fairle Rickard and Transporta-
tion director Jaime Gallego are retiring in May.

Karen Pasciak, formerly at TMS, is the new Central
Supplies and Distribution Center secretary.

KHS Science teacher Janet
Dickinson’s daughter, Melissa, was in a
car accident April 25. Her spine has multiple fractures.
Surgery is too risky, so she will be immobilized in order to
heal naturally. Keep the Dickinson’s in your prayers.

Short term discipline teacher Suzanne Murphy has
much to be thankful for–and much to be proud of. Her
daughter, Rebecca Divack Dominguez, was honored by the
Kingwood College Biology Department at an honors banquet
at the Marriott on April 27.  She was recognized for academic
excellence and for overcoming incredible obstacles.

During her senior year Hargrave High School in 1990
Rebecca was in a car accident that left her with serious head
injuries.

“For more than two years, she had uncontrollable
seizures. We were in and out of so many hospitals and head
injury centers. Doctors told us she would have to live in an
institution and could never have a normal life,” said Suzanne.
“She had to learn all over again how to walk, read and
comprehend.”

Despite all this, Rebecca persevered. She graduated
eighth in her class, as a homebound student, and has fully
recovered.  “She slowly regained all her abilities and met and
married a wonderful man,” said Suzanne.  “She has four
beautiful children. She decided to go to college to study
biology.”

Rebecca is an excellent student and an inspiration. Her
goal is to be a science teacher in Humble ISD. Suzanne’s
constant vigilance and tenacity is an inspiration for all
parents.

KHS librarian Susan Schilling was in ICU for a few
days with a blood clot that dislodged while she was water-
skiing. The clot lodged in her lungs. She must take it very
easy for a while and will be on medication – it will take some
time to fully dissolve. Please keep her in your heart.



Middle Schools
Atascocita Middle, Sandy Newton
Creekwood Middle, Paul Parkan
Humble Middle, Bibby Savage
Kingwood Middle, Audra Langston
Riverwood Middle, Cappi Moon
Timberwood Middle, Stephen Rosenberg

High Schools
Humble High, Keith Simmons
Humble Ninth, Jane Phillips
Kingwood High, Joe Chadwick
Kingwood Ninth, Kristen Lynam
Quest High, Luis Ramirez
CATE, Quenton Hensley
Structured Learning, Don Hawes

Elementary Schools
Bear Branch, Nancy Penola
Deerwood, Gloria Reidlinger
Elm Grove, Carol Trimble
Foster, Sara Brent
Greentree, Shannon Brabham
Hidden Hollow, Stefanie Patterson
Humble Elem., Stephanie Brown
Jack Fields, Eva Sanchez
Lakeland, Rob Krach

Maplebrook, Elizabeth Ray
North Belt, Denise Phillips
Oak Forest, Courtney Fairchild
Oaks, Beth Dolan
Pine Forest, Kelly Cahill
Shadow Forest, Declined to Participate
Summerwood, Derry Summer
Timbers, HubAnn McDougald
Whispering Pines, Marisol Inda
Willow Creek, Ann Llewellyn
Woodland Hills, Stephanie Fisher

Be sure to vote in the Board of Education election!
Early voting continues through Tuesday, May 9 at the

administration building. Early voting hours are 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Friday, and 8 a.m.
to 7 p.m. on Thursday. Election Day is Saturday, May 13.

Humble ISD was again selected as one of the 100 best
communities for music education in the nation.

“The survey took into account every aspect of what it
takes to be the best and validates that our music staff is one
of the best 100 in the nation,” said fine arts director Alan
Miller. “It also can’t be done without the support of the best
school boards, campus and central administrators, and the
best parents and community leaders in the nation.Thanks
for all that you do for the children in Humble ISD.”

Parents, teachers, school administrators, and students
from communities across the U.S. consider music education
vitally important for a quality education–this was the
resounding message from applicants for this year’s “Best
100 Communities for Music Education in America” seventh
annual survey. The results of the national survey were
announced by the American Music Conference (AMC). The
“Best 100” survey was conducted by Perseus Development
Corp. of Braintree, Mass. Complete results, along with
background information on music education and the survey,
can be seen in their entirety at www.amc-music.org.

The 2006 roster includes school districts from 31
states whose commitment to quality music education–
measured across a variety of economic, curricular and
programmatic criteria–has enabled them to stand out
despite the many pressures on music and arts programs
across the country.

In previous years survey respondents cited that tight
budgets in many of the 50 states squeezed school music
budgets, but this year’s survey revealed some changes in
maintenance and overall support of music programs. Some
86 percent of survey respondents said that music is in-
cluded as a core academic subject in school curricula and
instructional priorities that are inline with the definition of
arts as core academic subjects as defined in No Child Left
Behind (NCLB) policy.

More than 80 percent of survey respondents cited that
their music programs are growing in funding, size of
programs, and public and school board recognition. This
outcome supports the views outlined in a nationwide Gallup
Poll that revealed that 93 percent of Americans said that
schools should offer musical instrument instruction as part
of the regular curriculum.
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