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Humble ISD employees are
“heroes of the highway”

A young family in our community firmly
believes in angels, and claims to have met two of
them on a very stressful day in December.

Atascocita resident Betty Tywater wrote
to tell us about two Humble ISD employees, bus
driver Carolyn Ellis and aide Valerie Gaines,
who came to her aid. “Some people say they are
just performing their duties when in fact they may
be saving a life,” wrote Tywater. “I’m writing to
you so that two very special people get recogni-
tion for a job that went beyond the call of duty.”

On Dec. 4, Carolyn and Valerie were
heading for Kingwood in their bus.  At the
intersection of Atascocita Road and Atasca Oaks
they noticed a car stopped in the right lane.
“There was a lot of activity in that car. It just
didn’t look right, so we pulled off the road and
went to see if they needed help,” said Carolyn.

Tywater was taking her pregnant
daughter, Jana, to the hospital. Jana was very near
her delivery date when she developed preeclamp-
sia. Her blood pressure had gone so high that she
went into a grand mal seizure in the car.

“The mom had removed her daughter’s
seat belt and had her fist in her mouth in an
attempt to keep her from biting her tongue,” said
Carolyn. “She was hysterical. I got her hand out
of the girl’s mouth and Valerie got her out of the
car and to the side of the road, where the woman
passed out. Valerie took care of her.”

Carolyn assisted Jana in the car, belting
her in to prevent injury. Jana’s husband, who had
been following in his car, arrived and attempted to

call 911. “He thought his wife was dying. He was
so panicked he couldn’t communicate with the
dispatcher.  We called 911 for them.”

“Jana started breathing again. There was
a lot of blood, which really terrified the husband.
He thought she was going to die. I calmed him
enough to sit next to her and talk to her in a
normal voice. EMS arrived very quickly. It
seemed like an eternity but they were actually
very fast. As soon as they arrived, Valerie and I
left.”

Later that day Jaci Allise arrived,
weighing 7 lbs. 2 oz.

“I’ve always been a levelheaded person
and I have seen grand mal seizures before. Also,
it’s probably easier to stay levelheaded if you
don’t know the person,” said Carolyn. “All our
bus drivers must have training in first aid and
CPR, and I’ve also had some training in infant
CPR and seizures. I’m glad we could offer help
and call EMS for them. I believe the Lord puts
you where you most need to be.”

“My greatest appreciation goes to
Carolyn and Valerie, who went beyond their job
requirements and helped save the lives of my
daughter and granddaughter. For that I will
always be grateful,” said Tywater. “In the midst
of all the turmoil and negativity of this world, you
can still catch a glimpse of what true humanity
and God’s love is all about. I will always think of
them as angels.”

Your school district family appreciates
you too, Carolyn and Valerie.
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Accomplishments
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Wedding Bells

New Arrivals x x x x
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Judy Schroeder, computer
teacher at Humble Elementary, an-
nounces the Jan. 25 marriage of her
son, Jacob, to Christina Faulkroo.

Patti Martin, fifth grade
teacher at Shadow Forest, was

married to Eric Boer on Nov. 23.

Terri Brendle, second grade teacher
at Hidden Hollow, announces the Jan. 17
birth of a granddaughter, Jacey Renee
McNeely. She weighed 5 lbs., 4 oz.

Kim Hunt, first grade teacher at Hidden
Hollow, announces the Jan. 21 birth of her son,
Lukas Shawn Hunt. He weighed 8 lbs., 9 oz.

Darlene Mangum, third grade teacher at Bear Branch,
announces the Jan. 21 birth of her grandson, Collin Thomas
Knight, who weighed 8 lbs., 10 3/4 oz.

Michelle McClosky, fourth grade teacher at Shadow
Forest, announces the Jan. 13 birth of her son, Brenden Luke. He
weighed 8 lbs., 9 oz.

Cherie Bailey, third grade teacher at Shadow Forest,
announces the Jan. 14 birth of a son, Tyler Joseph. He weighed 6
lbs., 11 oz.

Julie Setmeyer, 4th grade teacher at Humble Elemen-
tary, announces the birth of her daughter, Millie. She weighed 6
lbs., 9 oz.

Stephany Robinson,
behavior intervention aide at Whis-
pering Pines, announces the Dec. 27
birth of her son, Wilson Gage. He
weighed 7 lbs., 14 oz.

Joy Bounds, speech teacher
at Kingwood High School, announces
the Jan. 8 birth of her son, Luke. He
weighed 7 lbs., 4 oz.

Maria Lara, second grade bilingual teacher at Humble
Elementary, announces the Dec. 30 birth of her daughter,
Vanessa. She weighed 8 lbs., 1 oz.

Patsy Hicks-Faulkenberry, speech therapist at Hidden
Hollow Elementary, announces the Dec. 12 birth of a grandson,
Ronald Flemons, Jr., who weighed 6 lbs., 15 oz.

Donna Buck, music teacher at Oaks Elementary, and
Ken Buck, orchestra teacher at Creekwood Middle, announce the
birth of their son, Casey Aaron Buck. He weighed 7 lbs., 4 oz.

Jennifer Cochran, music
teacher at Fields Elementary, recently
sang in the Houston Grand Opera in
Lucia di Lammermoor.

Humble Elementary fifth
grade teacher Belinda Borgers ran in the Houston Marathon. She
completed the race in 4 hours, 12 minutes.

Congratulations to these Kingwood High School
Teachers of the Month.5: David Souders, special education,
Marley Morris, Ag, Kellianne Olson, social studies, and Bette
Guillo, social studies.

Congratulations to these Kingwood High School Super
Staffers of the Month.5: Secretary Delores Barfield, bookkeeper
Carol Parten, learning lab aide Jane Murray, and custodian
Richard Oliver.

Creekwood teachers Genie Pearce, Vicki Ligon, Jim
Nerad, Linda Rinnan, Ellen Seevers, Paul Parkan, and Nancy
Lewis  were nominated by former students for Who’s Who
Among American Teachers.

Steve Busch Ed.D., principal at Timberwood, recently
earned his doctorate degree from The University of Houston.
Congratulations, Dr. Busch!

Aaron Clevenson, Humble ISD school board member,
recently earned a Ph.D. in computer science from Texas A & M.
Congratulations, Dr. Clevenson!

Christina Blackshear, third grade teacher at Greentree,
won the free field trip at the Humble ISD Elementary Science
Fair. She gets admission for her class and bus rental to anywhere
in the Houston area.

Linda Martin, third grade teacher at Whispering Pines, is
engaged to Danny Estes of Missouri. They are planning a June
wedding.
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New Faces
and Places x x x x

Whispering Pines welcomes Brenda
Tudyk, 4th grade teacher; Pam
McCracken, BI aide; Michelle Lee,

tutoring teacher; and Jennifer Killion, PPCD aide.

Cindy Blankenship, previously in curriculum/instruc-
tion, is the new assistant principal at Oaks Elementary.

Liz Rogers, previously at KHS, is the new assistant
principal at Kingwood Middle School.

Patti Dear is the new registrar at Timberwood. She
comes to TMS from Humble Middle.

Josie Lopez, ESL teacher at Humble Middle, announces
the Jan. 7 birth of a grandson, Juan Ricardo Lopez, Jr. (Little
Ricky), who weighed 7 lbs., 12 oz.

Anna Buchout, library aide at Shadow Forest, an-
nounces the Jan. 25 birth of her son, Braedon Walker. He
weighed 7 lbs.. 7 oz.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Grants Awardedx x

Students at Whispering Pines
Elementary are using the weather lab
instruments in their science/math outdoor
classroom that is funded by a Humble
ISD Education Foundation grant. The
students are keeping folders containing graphs, charts of wind
velocity and direction, rainfall, humidity, indoor and outdoor
temperature, barometric  pressure, dewpoint, averages and
percentages, as well as hands-on activities and experiments. The
school plans to add a plaque in the atrium classroom to acknowl-
edge the Foundation for funding this exciting lab.

FYI for next year: all secondary science teachers who
have students participating in the district science fair have a
chance to receive a $50 grant from the Intercontinental Rotary
Club. One grant is awarded to each participating school. Each
participating student is an “entry” for their science teacher, and
the winners for each campus are randomly drawn.

At the elementary science fair, teachers with students
participating are eligible for a random drawing for one free class
field trip (your choice) anywhere in the Houston area. This
includes admission and Goodman bus rental.

Opportunity to further your education conveniently, locally
Learn more about earning a bachelor’s or master’s

degree at Kingwood College University Center on April 21. An
advisor will be available from 5-7 p.m. in the advising/counseling
office at the Student Center/Fine Arts building.

The University Center and its partnering universities

(Prairie View A&M, Sam Houston State, Texas A&M, Texas
Southern, University of Houston & U of H-Downtown) make
available study for 51 degrees at convenient times during the day
and evening. For more information or to make an appointment
call 936-273-7516.

Humble ISD
Heroes! x x x x

Pamula Lard,
special education teacher at
Kingwood High School, is a
true hero. At the Kingwood Athletic Club recently she was called
to the weight room where a man had passed out. She determined
that he had no vital signs and administered CPR. Pamula was
able to resuscitate him. He is doing well and has no permanent
damage, thanks to Pamula’s fast action!

Your Humble ISD family appreciates your quick
thinking and calm action, Pamula.

Service Learningx x x x x x

        Students at Whispering
Pines are growing flowers for
the senior citizens in their
community.
        Second and third graders
are growing native wildflow-
ers and domestic plants in the
language arts/social studies

atrium. Fourth and fifth graders are also growing flowers and
herbs in the science/math outdoor classroom. All plants, along
with letters and cards, are sent to the residents of the Rosemont
Assisted Living Center and to the Tuesday bingo session for
senior citizens at the Humble Walmart.

Timberwood Middle School student council collected
toys for the Toys for Tots program in December, and also
wrapped gifts for TMS teachers and staff.



Neat Ideasx x x

The first Kindergarten
Literacy Night for parents at
Whispering Pines Elementary
was a great success! More than 60
parents attended, learning what their
children experience during the school day,
as well as fun activities and games to enhance
learning that can be played at home. Each parent received a take-
home literacy packet. Child care for more than 70 children was
provided. Hats off to teachers  Amy Kaden, Shannon Stander,
Betsy Ramirez, Jene Ann Pendleton, Tara Tarwater, and
Melissa Buckley.

Timberwood athletic coach and seventh grade language
arts teacher Janet Carrier organized a school program for Black
History Week, an essay contest and a door decorating contest, and
a special faculty/staff luncheon. Others involved in organizing
and implementing these activities were Simone Peters, eighth
grade math teacher, Mary Woods, bookkeeper, Sherry Ford,
adaptive behavior, and Jackie Joseph, adaptive behavior.

Get Wellx x x x x x

Robert Cunningham, Whispering
Pines science lab teacher,
and Charlotte Holbert,
WPE second grade teacher,
are both recovered and back
at work after their recent
surgeries.

Roxanne Pierce, custodian, and Debbie Lucas,
cafeteria employee at Bear Branch, are recovering from surgery.

Heidi Bunnell, special ed aide at Oaks Elementary, is
home recovering from back surgery.

Elaine Melson, Jodi Nation, and Donna Acosta, Oaks
Elementary, are back at work following surgery.

Recovering from surgery at Kingwood High School are
Terri Plagens, social studies, Sherra Agan, assistant principal,
and Melody Schmitz, STCP aide. Larry Ward, band teacher, is
also recovering from a hospital stay.

Sympathy x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Condolences to Norma Scullane, individualized studies
aide at Humble Elementary, on the loss of her grandmother.

Sympathy to Jan Vogt, instructional aide at Hidden
Hollow Elementary, on the loss of her grandfather.

Condolences to Joe Lemmons, ag teacher at Kingwood
High School, on the loss of his mother.

Sympathy to Sue Lanford, sixth grade social studies
teacher at Timberwood, on the loss of her mother.

Condolences to Jackie Joseph, adaptive behavior aide
at Timberwood, on the loss of her grandmother.

Sympathy to Janet Carrier, seventh grade language arts
teacher and athletics coach at Timberwood, on the loss of her uncle.

Condolences to Josie Lopez, ESL teacher at Humble
Middle, on the loss of her father-in-law.

Sympathy to Karol Dent, fifth grade teacher at Bear
Branch, on the loss of her mother.

Condolences to Jane Marvin, fifth grade teacher at
Bear Branch, on the loss of her father-in-law.

Sympathy to Kerry Cooper, kindergarten teacher at
Bear Branch, on the loss of her stepfather.

Condolences to Vicky Eynon, Timberwood nurse, on
the loss of her mother-in-law.

Sympathy to Kyle Schellinger, eighth grade science
teacher at Timberwood, on the loss of his mother.

Condolences to Karen Hostettler, fourth grade teacher
at Hidden Hollow, on the loss of her brother.

Sympathy to Michelle Cole, word processing depart-
ment, CSDC, on the loss of her father-in-law.

Condolences to Suzanne Stoltz, science teacher at
Kingwood High School, on the loss of her father.

Sympathy to Dot Rinne, English teacher at Kingwood
High School, on the loss of her father-in-law.

Condolences to the Bishop family, including Dr. David
Bishop (principal at HHS), Shelia Bishop (RMS), David
Bishop, Jr. (Admin.), Hollie Hanks (H9) and Coy Hanks
(Foster) on the loss of David Bishop’s mother.
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For Your Info x x x x x x x x x x x

Humble ISD employs 3,484 contract and hourly
employees, making it the largest employer in the Humble area.
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