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Most parents would agree they want to do 
all they can to keep their children safe.  But that 
can be harder than it seems.  With so many new 
potential dangers to face today, it may be difficult 
to even recognize those threats, much less address 
them.  That’s why the Humble ISD Council of 
PTAs is hosting its 4th annual CommUNITY 
Youth Protection fair.  It will be held Saturday, 
April 18 at Oaks Elementary School, 5858 Upper 
Lake Drive, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The event is designed to educate parents on 
how to address potential dangers in their chil-
dren’s lives.  Families can take advantage of free 
services to help better protect children, such as 
fingerprinting, child identification kits and car 
seat inspections.  Experts will lead safety pre-
sentations on topics such as crime prevention, 
children’s health and nutrition and preventing 
accidents.

There will be plenty of things to entertain 
the children, as well, including a water slide, 
face painting and a moon walk.  They can also 
participate in a bicycle safety lesson and explore a 
reptile exhibit. 

Participants at the CommUNITY fair will 
qualify for door prizes and local restaurants will 
be on hand to provide food for the event.  Orga-
nizers hope to give families a day of both learn-
ing and fun.



Congratulations 
to HHS Chemistry 
teacher Louis Mascolo 
for being nominated 
for the Thomas Aczel 
Award for Excellence 

in High School Chemistry Teaching. 
This award is given by the American 
Chemical Society--Greater Houston 
Section awards committee.  Louis was a 
runner-up in 2005 and re-nominated this year.

Mr. Mascolo has also been nominated for the Second-
ary School Teacher Prize for Inspiration from the University 
of Tulsa.  He was nominated by Alex Burch, a former HHS 
student and graduating senior from University of Tulsa.

The Kingwood Park 
Boys Swim Team won 
the 4A State Champion-
ship. They are coached by 
head coach Greg McLain 
and Brad Griffith. Also 
assisting the Panthers 
this year is KPHS teacher 
Mark Babich.

 Kingwood Park’s Girls Swim Team also went to State 
and finished in the top ten. They are coached by Brad Grif-
fith.

KHS Teachers of the Month for 2009 are world history 
teacher Sharon Bagley, English teacher Keri Bell, video 
technology/athletics Donovan Jones, biology teacher Glenda 
Rice, US history teacher Mel Swartz, and biology teacher 
Patti Upton. Teacher of the Year is social studies teacher 
Mickey Mel Swartz.

KHS Super Staffers of the Month for 2009 are office 
professionals Michelle Deaville, Julie Dyer, Libby Hender-
son, Dawn Riggins, assistant principal Stephen Steinke–
and campus security Joseph Barfoot.

We have a TV star on our hands! KHS social studies 
teacher Sam Pollard will be a contestant on the TV game 
show Wheel of Fortune. Good luck Sam! 

Atascocita High Red House 1 principal Eric Lathan 
was chosen to be a guest presenter at the 20th Annual Na-
tional Youth-At-Risk Conference. The conference was held 
in March and hosted by Georgia Southern University. His 

Stupendous!

Technology ser-
vices secretary Denise 
Fuhrman participated 
on the Ladies Go Texan 
Committee, Houston 
Livestock Show and Ro-
deo. What a great way to 
spend Spring Break!

Maplebrook Elementary participated in the Relay 
for Life event. Hosted by the American Cancer Society, this 
event helps celebrate those who have won the battle against 
cancer, honor those we’ve lost and fight back by raising 
money and awareness for cancer. Maplebrook raised over 
$5,000, and still has money coming in! They were among the 
top three teams for donations collected.

presentation was entitled Students 
of Today--Leaders of Tomorrow: 
Educating Black Males in the 21st 
Century. He was a co-presenter with 
Christopher Small, an academic coach in Florida. Lathan is a 
graduate of Baylor University and earned his master’s degree 
at Prairie View A&M University.

North Belt Elementary announced their 2009 Teacher 
of the Year, applied skills teacher Mike Grofman and 
Paraprofessional of the Year, secretary/bookkeeper Barbara 
Perrott.

Artwork by Kingwood High 
juniors Sol Ok and Eric Daniels 
received Gold Key Awards in the 
prestigious Scholastic Art and 
Writing Awards Contest. They 
were among 136 in Harris County 
to receive the honor out of 1,266 
entries. Illumination and Walk the 
Line will now be judged in New 

York City at the national competition. Eric’s entry also has 
been selected for permanent display at Texas Children’s Hos-
pital. The students are taught by Babette Witherspoon.



birth of his daughter, Zoey Chrisslynn 
Tompkins. She weighed 9 lbs. and was 20.5 
inches long.

 
KHS AP secretary Donna Belger announces the March 

30 birth of her eleventh grandchild, Lauren Nicole Hitt.
 
Riverwood 8th Grade math teacher Tammy Florian 

announces the March 27 birth of her daughter, Karis Florian.  
She weighed 8 lbs., 9 oz and is 20 inches long. 

 
Riverwood Spanish teacher Elizabeth Ruiz 

announces the Feb. 28 birth of her son, Nicholas Ray 
Ruiz.  He weighed 7 lbs., 4 oz.

 
AHS art teacher Jessica Daniel announces the 

Feb. 24 birth of her son, Collin Brody Daniel. He 
weighed 7 lbs., 8oz and was 20 inches long.

Bear Branch 4th grade 
teacher Kristen Saunders an-

nounces the birth of her son, Landon Thomas.  He was born 
on Feb. 20, 2009 and weighed 6 lbs 5 oz.

 
Bear Branch special ed./academic support teacher 

Shelly Hairell announces the Feb. 22 birth of her daughter, 
Ivory Autumn. She weighed 7 lbs., 1 oz. and was 18 inches 
long. Ivory kindly arrived on her mom’s birthday!

 
Maplebrook third grade teacher Valerie Scott announc-

es the Feb. 28 birth of her daughter, Emma Rebecca 
Scott.

 
Woodland Hills music teacher Ruth Clark 

announces the Feb. 20 birth of her grandson, Liam 
Schuyler Clark. He weighed 5 lbs., 4 oz. and was 18 
inches long. 

 
North Belt Elementary Pre-K aide Mary Poli announc-

es the Feb. 24 birth of her first grandchild, Emma Kathryn. 
She weighed in at 8 lbs., 3 oz.

 
Park Lakes Elementary Pre- Kindergarten Instructional 

Aide Cristina Rosales announces the March 7 birth of her 
son Noah.  He weighed 9 lbs., 2 oz. and was 21-1/2 inches 
long.

 
HHS special ed. teacher Bernie O’Brien announces 

the Feb. 25 birth of twin sons, Jovin and Oliver.
 
Bear Branch Elementary Music teacher Debbie McK-

inney announces the March 23 birth of her grandson, Logan 
Austin Williams. He weighed 8 lbs.

 
Timbers’ Science Lab Para-educator Beverly Hall an-

nounces the Dec. 24 birth of her granddaughter, Ella Sue in 
Jackson, Georgia. She weighed 8 lbs., 3 oz.  and was 20-1/2 
inches long., born December 24, 2008

 
KHS LOTE teacher Phyllis Howell announces the Feb. 

20, birth of her granddaughter, Annabelle Violet Agnew. 
 
Park Lakes Elementary coach Manuel Lopez announc-

es the March 17 birth of his daughter, Alyssa Lizette Lopez.  
She weighed 7 lbs., 3 oz. 

Kingwood Park 
Technology Education 
teacher Darrell Tompkins 
announces the March 24 

Humble ISD Heros
An Oak Forest fourth grader is very 

fortunate to catch the attention of teacher 
Eileen Hale. During lunch, the child 
began choking while eating. Fourth grade 
teacher Eileen Hale noticed that something 
was wrong and immediately performed 
the Heimlich Maneuver. The obstruction 
was dislodged and the child was taken to the nurse’s office. 
Thanks, Eileen, for your sharp eyes and quick action.

New Faces & Places

Technology Services welcomes new 
staff members Doug Hahn, 
Nhan Vo, Jennifer Winter, 
and Brenda Murdock.

Ross Sterling Middle 
School welcomes new sixth 

grade AP secretary Sandra Castaneda.

Immunizations at Park Lakes 
Harris County Public Health & Environmental Services 

Immunization Mobile Team is giving free vaccines at Park 
Lakes Elementary to children ages infant to 18 years old. Flu 
Shots are also available to adults for $12. Dates are April 28 
and May 26, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Park Lakes Elementary 
is located at 4400 Wilson Rd in Humble, zip 77396.



Timberwood teacher/
coach Mike Tarver an-
nounces his March 13 
marriage to Lisa O’Neill. 
Lisa is the daughter of Ross 
Sterling secretary, Sheila 
O’Neill. 

Willow Creek Academic Coach/ELT Karen Hardy 
announces the engagement of her daughter, Lauren Hardy 
to Justin Knight of College Station.  Lauren is a student 
teacher at Greentree Elementary. A July wedding is being 
planned.

KHS Math teacher Amanda Davis announces her Feb. 
20 marriage to Jeff Milligan. Both Mandy and Jeff are KHS 
grads. Jeff’s mom is Katye Kole, a math teacher at Structured 
Lerning Center.

KHS English teacher Caryn Rasberry announces her 
March 7 marriage to Shane Ulbricht.

KHS science teacher Christine Cooper announces her 
March 7 marriage to Andrew Young, a ‘99 KHS grad.

Kingwood Park auto collision teacher Jeff L. Wilson 
announces his December engagement. A June 20 wedding is 
planned.

Summerwood AB teacher Keri Roser, is engaged and 
is planning a wedding next year.

Grants, Grants, Grants!

Thanks to a $2,500.00 grant received 
from Dynegy Inc. in Houston, five Focus 
Reading Enrichment Kits have been pur-
chased for Oak Forest Elementary.  The 
Focus program is an early reading and 
listening instruction system that teaches 
students how to connect sounds with their 
corresponding symbols in clearly defined sequences.  The 
program is currently being implemented in kindergarten and 
first grade classrooms, and has been modified for students 
served through Severe Communication Disorder classes.  
The teachers are very excited about the program and have 
seen students utilizing learned strategies in other curriculum 
areas.  Ben Trammell is a Dynegy employee and husband of 
Cindy Trammell, speech therapist at Oak Forest Elemen-
tary.  Thanks Dynegy for getting our students focused!  

Bats, beware of school staff!

According to 
Don Withrow, bats in 
our district buildings 
these days had better 
beware. On March 5, “I 
received a call that a bat 
was in the hallway at 
Maplebrook,” said Don. 
Campus staff evidently 
decided to take control 
of the situation. “I responded and the bat had been contained 
with a butterfly net and approximately one mile of duct tape. 
They didn’t want it to escape.”

We would not want any employee to put themselves at 
risk, however this was a unique capture. “Good job, by the 
way,” said Don. Bats captured in district buildings are tested 
for rabies by Harris County services.

Bright                     Ideas
Mrs. Fillingim’s first grade class at Ma-

plebrook Elementary constructed desert biomes as 
part of their study of rocks and soil sources.  They 
used sand and rocks for the soil and then used vari-
ous art mediums to create the plants and animals 
needed to represent desert life. The best part about 
the project is that the students were engaged in 
learning and very excited about their creations.

A school-wide garage sale at Sterling 
Middle, Bearcat Bargain Day, will be April 4 
from 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon. 

A Kingwood Park Garage Sale will be  
May 2. Spaces are $25 or two spaces for $40.  

To reserve a space, email Nikki Lewis or call ext. 6858.

School Garage Sales



Sympathy to Cindy Holder, Oak For-
est SCD teacher, on the loss of her father.

Condolences to the families of Tim-
bers and Oak Forest elementaries on the 
loss of former Humble ISD teacher Vikki 
Wolbrueck Feb. 26 after a long illness. She 

is survived by husband James and sons Andrew and Cody.

Sympathy to Sherry Smith, administrative assistant 
in the Deputy and Associate Superintendents’ offices, on the 
loss of her mother, Wanda Jean Callaway.

Condolences to Maureen Searway, Timberwood li-
brary, on the loss of her son, Cody Searway. The Iraq veteran 
was killed in an ATV accident in California.

Sympathy to Lauren Kerbow, KHS 
journalism teacher, on the March 2 loss of 
her father following a long struggle with 
illness.

Condolences to Marisa Maxey, 
kindergarten teacher at Maplebrook, on the 
loss of her stepmother.

Sympathy to Darla Tinelli, Maple-brook PE teacher, 
on the loss of her grandmother.

Condolences to Marissa Cormier, KHS special ed 
teacher, on the March 30 loss of her 14-month-old grand-
daughter, Emily Jade Stephens. 

Sympathy to Jenny Kilpatrick, Ross Sterling Book-
keeper, on the loss of her father.

Condolences to Kerri LaCour, Ross Sterling Para-
Educator, on the loss of her great-grandmother.

Henry Suderman, math teacher at 
HHS, has been recuperating at home fol-
lowing cancer surgery. 

Glenn Redmon, husband of HHS teacher and district 
health coordinator Karla Redmon, is recuperating at home 
from successful cancer surgery.

HHS head baseball coach, David Sitton, is now home 
recuperating from a Jan. 12 motorcyle accident. Considering 
the accident and his injuries, this is a miraculous recovery. 
He is planning on returning to work for the 09-10 school 
year.

May 14-15, Atascocita 
High Student Council, in part-
nership with Ben Taub Gen-
eral Hospital, will present the 
Shattered Dreams program to 
warn students of the dangers 
of drinking and driving. With 
parent permission, Junior and Senior students will participate 
in the two-day program. 

On May 14 students will experience a mock car crash 
in the school’s parking lot, including police, ambulances, and 
a life flight helicopter. The Grim Reaper will then choose 
students and teachers to be a part of the living dead repre-
senting the deaths on Texas roads that take place every 15 
minutes.  

On May 15, assemblies for Juniors and Seniors will 
include mock funerals and guest speakers that warn of the 
dangers of drinking and driving.

The AHS Shattered Dreams program is sponsored by 
Ben Taub Hospital, and supported by a $1,000 grant from 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission.  The AHS PTSA 
and Project Graduation parent groups will help with project 
details. Volunteers from the HISD police, EMS, Fire Chief 
Bivens, Rosewood funeral home and many others are part-
nering with AHS to make this project possible.

Shattered Dreams at AHS

The 4th 
Annual Child 
Nutrition As-
sociation Step-
A-Thon was a 
HUGE success 
this year allow-
ing us to donate $402 to the American Heart Association.

Winners include Maplebrook Elementary with Team 
Captain Judy Keithly for the most steps taken in a four week 
period. Their total steps were 13,046,698.

Lakeland Elementary with Team Captain Cathrina 
Riggle holding their trophy for average steps taken in a four 
week period.  Their combined average was 431,862.

These trophies remain on 
display at the winning school 
for one year until another step-
ping team “steals” it away.

What a great job! Don’t 
stop stepping...step for life.

Step-A-Thon Winners
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