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Young artists learn at Museum of Fine Arts
Eight students from Steffani Zachry-Holubec’s class 

at Atascocita High School joined students from two other 
Houston-area schools in an education program at the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts, Houston, to learn more about art, artists, 
and the museum. These kids are now featured artists them-
selves. 

The students made a series of visits to the museum dur-
ing the 2006-2007 academic year during which they created 
prints and drawings that are presented in Making the Unfa-
miliar Familiar: A Program for High School Students. 

 The exhibition opened January 19 in the museum’s 
Caroline Wiess Law 
Building, 1001 Bissonnet 
Street, and will be on view 
through June 29. 

The students, all 
taught by AHS art teacher 
Steffani Zachry-Holubec, 
include Brittany Aus-
tin, Ryann Bogenschutz, 
Rebekah Carriere, Ryan 
Hawk, Nicole Makrakis, 
Darius Marta, Jennifer Na-
varro, and Nicki Zachary.

“I could tell that by 
our third visit the students 
were actually feeling as if 
they owned their museum,” 
said Zachry-Holubec. And 
that’s just the reaction she wanted. 

“The museum has long exposed me to many new ideas 
and I want my students to see what an endless source of plea-
sure and learning the museum can be throughout their lives.”

The goal of the program is to complement and expand 
the classroom curriculum, and to encourage students to view 
learning about a work of art as developing a friendship—
every encounter deepens the relationship. 

The students and teachers of the three schools—Waltrip 
and Furr of Houston ISD, and Atascocita High School—
worked closely with MFAH staff on their visits, each one 
designed to provide a new way to interact with works of art. 

Local printmakers and painters were brought in to 

encourage students to express their thoughts and ideas about 
art and introduced them to art-making techniques. A writing 
instructor worked with students to create poetry inspired by 
the art. 

On some visits, students viewed art while listening 
to specially selected music and evaluated its effect on their 
experience. The program is designed to go well beyond the 
typical once-a-year, hour-long tour.

The participating students worked in a studio space at 
the MFAH. The exhibitions that inspired their work ranged 
from shows of Latin American Modernism to one about 

The Dog in Art to The 
Modern West: American 
Landscapes, 1890-1950 
to The Masterpieces of 
French Painting from the 
Metropolitan Museum of 
Art: 1800-1920. 

Dominating the 
exhibition of 26 monotype 
prints and acrylic paint-
ings are canine portraits 
inspired by artists such as 
George Stubbs and An-
drew Wyeth from Best 
in Show: The Dog in Art 
and geometric composi-
tions inspired by the 
work of Brazilian artist 

Helio Oiticica. A few students focused on landscapes, creat-
ing colorful compositions after Marsden Hartley and Georgia 
O’Keeffe from The Modern West. 

Visitors can access the story of the students’ experience 
on the computer kiosk in the gallery. On nearby tables are 
notebooks with sample writing exercises by the students and 
statements from the art teachers: Lynsey Priddy, of Waltrip; 
Dan Agans and Dave Eldridge, of Furr; and Steffani Zachry-
Holubec, from Atascocita.

All of the teachers said the experience enriched their 
students’ knowledge of art and reinforced their teaching ef-
forts in the classroom. They also observed that some students 
began to make museum visits on their own. 
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Pictured at the show opening, from left, are Ryan Hawk, 
Rebekah Carriere, Nicki Zachary, Steffani Zachry-Holubec, and 
George Ramirez of the education department of the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Houston.



Administrators buy critters

This was a record year for the administrative Livestock 
auction bid! Thanks to all our administrators for supporting 
these students and the Ag. Science program. The total sale 
was over $ 225,000.

Humble ISD administrators purchased the following 
animals:

AHS    Brianna Bosworth  3rd place goat  $2,500
KPHS  Cody Ricketts   4th place goat  $2,500
KPHS  Ryan Dean  6th place steer  $5,000
AHS    Erica Campbell  8th place lamb  $1,900
KHS    Chris Castro  8th turkey  $1,400
AHS    Daniel Laughlin  9th place goat  $1,700
KHS    Elizabeth Russell  10th place goat  $2,000
FFA    Scholarship Cake   $1,500

Celebrations

North Belt El-
ementary had a special 
visitor after the holi-
days, Corporal Richard 
Oglesby of the United 
States Marine Corps.  
Corporal Oglesby is the 
son of Cecile Vadon, 
second grade teacher at 
NBE.  He came to visit 
her classroom and meet 

with the students, who were anxious to ask questions and 
share their stories about the military.  Richard is currently 
stationed at Kaneohe Bay on the island of Oahu, Hawaii. 

The Humble ISD Education Foundation held a ground-
breaking ceremony on Feb. 20 for the Administaff Obser-
vatory. The Administaff Observatory is being built on the 
campus of Jack Fields Elementary School for use by students 
throughout the district and educational groups. The observa-
tory features a building with a retractable roof to accommo-
date three telescopes. Administaff committed $300,000 and 
the Humble ISD Education Foundation raised the remainder 
of funds needed for construction. Administaff made a special 
announcement at the groundbreaking: It is donating an ad-
ditional $35,000 for a telescope in memory of former School 
Board President Jim Eggers and Humble High School Prin-
cipal Larry Johnson, who both passed away unexpectedly in 
December. Construction is expected to complete in August.

Kid Lit Fest is a fun experience

Experience the fun of reading at Humble ISD’s Kid 
Lit Fest. The festival, to be held from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 8, at Atascocita High School, will feature 
readings by nine children’s book authors. Come hear enter-
taining stories and learn what it’s like to write or illustrate a 
book. Area public librarians are volunteering their time to 
present puppet shows, storytelling and crafts. Food, books 
and souvenirs will be available for purchase. Authors will 
be signing books. Admission is free and the festival is open 
to the public. The festival is partially funded by the Humble 
ISD Education Foundation. 

Atascocita High School sophomore Jared Araguz and 
Eagle Springs Elementary School fi fth-grader Sara Mustain 
check out a book written by one of the authors who will be 
featured at Humble ISD’s Kid Lit Fest. Members of the AHS 
SOAR Club, or Step Out and Read Club, are promoting Kid 
Lit Fest in conjunction with school librarians.

Kingwood High School celebrated 24-year sub-
stitute teacher Doug Love’s 85th birthday in January by 
showering him with Hershey kisses, balloons, cards and 
fanfare. Doug is a former oil executive who began substitute 
teaching after retiring.

Observatory groundbreaking



Gracie Claire Bradley Randall Sophie Rose

Creekwood Middle math teacher 
Christie Piercy announces the Dec. 28 
birth of her fi rst grandchild, Chloe. Chloe 
weighed 8 lbs., 5 oz. 

Maplebrook second grade teacher Emily Arnold an-
nounces the Jan. 22 birth of her daughter Mairin.

Humble Elementary Reading Recovery teacher Mary 
Sanders announces the Nov. 30 birth of her grandson, John 
Alexander Gillespie.

Kingwood High School building trades teacher Jesse 
Copeland announces the Jan. 9 birth of his fi rst grandchild,  
Conner Jay Copeland.

Bear Branch fourth grade teacher Terry 
Payne announces the Jan. 3 birth of her grand-
daughter,  Faith Teresa Elliott. She weighed 7 
lbs. 12 ozs.

Bear Branch fi rst grade teacher Jennifer 
Erb announces the Jan. 30 birth of her daughter, Anna Gale.  
She weighed 7 lbs. 3 oz.

Oak Forest fourth grade teacher Kinsey Byrd announc-
es the Jan 2 birth of her son, Eli James.

Eagle Springs Elementary math coach Janie Mabry 
announces the Jan. 23 birth of their granddaughter Rylie 
Elise Picard. She weighed 7 lbs., 4 oz. 

Ross Sterling orchestra teacher Cindy McMurrey and 
Humble High orchestra teacher Nick McMurrey announce 
the Jan. 21 birth of their daughter, Melody Ann McMurrey. 
She weighed 7 lbs. and 3 oz. and was 20 inches long.

Ross Sterling science teacher Lisa Campbell an-
nounces the Feb. 5 birth of twin daughters. Emily Brooke 
Campbell weighed 2 lbs. and 13 oz. and was 14-3/4 inches. 
Taylor Madison Campbell weighed 3 lbs. and was also 14-3/4 
inches. Both girls are doing well at Texas Women’s Hospital.

Atascocita High English teacher Me-
lissa Wood announces the Dec. 21 birth of 
her son, Sawyer James. He weighed 7 lbs., 
8 oz. and was 19 inches long.

Atascocita High athletic trainer Michael 
Romig announces the Jan. 29 birth of his son, 
Renner Alan. He weighed 7 lbs., 6 oz. and was 

19 inches long. 

Pine Forest fi fth grade teach-
er Amy Netardus and Behavior 
Training Center teacher Jason 
Netardus announce the Feb. 12 
birth of their daughter, Emma Ruth 
Netardus. She weighed 7 lbs., 8 
oz., and was 19 inches long. 

Atascocita High biology teacher and girls softball 
coach Lorie Kittrell announces the Feb. 21 birth of her 
daughter Kyra. She weighed 10 lbs., 10 oz. 

Greentree third grade teacher Ally Saxe announces the 
Feb. 18 birth of her son, Micah David Saxe. He weighed 7 
lbs., 13 oz.

Greentree 2nd grade teacher Angela 
Wilson announces the Feb. 26 birth of her son, 
Blayne Pierce Wilson. He weighed 7 lbs., 3 oz.

Humble High biology teacher Danielle 
Brossman announces the Feb. 28 birth of her 

grandson, Grayson Lee Collier. He weighed 7 lbs., 11 oz. and 
was 20 inches long.

QHS/CLC nurse Joan Parker announces the Feb. 18 
birth of her fi rst grandchild, Kaylee Rose.  

Get well wishes to Angie Wilcox, 
Maplebrook speech pathologist, who has 
been home recovering from an illness.

 
KHS Special Services teacher Marissa Cormier’s 

granddaughter Emily, who was born Jan. 3, will remain in 
the hospital for an undetermined period of time. Emily has 
cerebral palsy and an aneurism in her brain. There are two 
holes in her heart and she must be fed through a tube. On the 
happy side, she can hold her head up by herself, she smiles, 
and follows movement with her eyes. Please keep this little 
one in your prayers.

HHS special ed. teacher Larry Admire is undergoing 
cancer treatment and is recovering at home.

 
Essie East, wife of Scott East, HHS English teacher 

and coach, is recovering at home from major surgery.



North Belt Elemen-
tary teacher Shelley Prothro’s 
daughter, Monique Smalls, was 
offered a full four-year athletic 
scholarship for basketball to 
Texas Tech University.  She is a 
junior at The Woodlands Col-

lege Park High School.  As a point guard, Monique has led 
her team to rank third in the city and eighth in the state. Col-
lege Parks’ record is 33-5 and are Bi-District champs. Mo-
nique was named District MVP, and 1st team All-State.

KHS science teachers, Pam Snapp and Tonia Thom-
as, and assistant principal, Brian Johnson participated in 
the Houston Marathon in January. More than 5,500 runners 
fi nished the marathon. Pam fi nished in 3 hours, 43 min. – 
good for 18th in her age group and to qualify her for Boston 
in April. Tonia ran her fi rst marathon and beat her goal of 
fi nishing in under 5 hours. Brian ran the half in 2:05. Brian 
and his wife, Keturah, take turns running marathon competi-
tions.

Congratulations to Lynette Busceme, Director of Aca-
demics, who has completed her doctoral degree in Education.

Summerwood 
fourth grade teacher 
Erica Gruber’s son, 
Logan, won fi rst 
place in the Baby 
Mr. Humble Rodeo 
pageant.  

Summerwood 
third grade teacher 
Tiffany Wagener’s 

daughter, Mattilyn, was third runner up in the Baby Miss 
Humble Rodeo pageant. Mattilyn is also the granddaugh-
ter of CATE Center principal Bodie Wagener and Susan 
Wagener, former counselor at Atascocita Middle and King-
wood Middle schools.

 
Pine Forest life skills teacher Carla Hopkins was 

recognized as one of Family Time’s  Top Ten Women of 
Achievement in the area of Human Resources and Services.

Eagle Springs Elementary staffers Kyle Curtsinger, 
Dana Grigsby, Kim Nevermann and Patty Stewart were 
Chevron Houston Marathon and Half Marathon fi nishers.

 

Riverwood Middle orchestra director Shirley Astwood 
was selected as the 2008 Fidelity FutureStage Award Winner 
in the category of Instrumental Music, Strings (K-12).  The 
award was presented to Shirley on stage at Jones Hall Jan. 29 
during the annual “Salute to Educators” Concert.  She also 
received $1000 for the music program.

Humble ISD featured prominently in the Youth 
Art Month Traveling Show for the Houston area, sponsored 
by TAEA. Out of 400 pieces submitted to the Houston Art 
Show, 100 are chosen to be on display in the Houston City 
Hall.  Of the 100, 50 are framed and travel to businesses and 
school districts around the Houston area.  This year, Humble 
did VERY well with 14 of the 50 being from our students.

Atascocita High offi ce profes-
sional Paige Martin, announces that her 
granddaughter, 14-month-old Melanee 
Benavidez, won “Most Photogenic” in the 
Humble Rodeo Pageant. 

Humble ISD Public Information offi ce won 10 
awards for excellence in school communications from the 

Texas School Public Relations Associa-
tion at the annual Star Awards Celebration 
Feb. 19 in Houston. Entries selected as 
best in the state were honored with Silver 
Star, Gold Star and Best of Category 
Awards.

The Foundation newsletter, writ-
ten by Pam Anderson and designed by 
Robin McAdams, won Best of Category 
for Internal Newsletters. 

Public Information assistant director 
Jamie Mount earned a Gold Star award 

for a photo, and Jamie Mount, Robin McAdams, Karen 
Collier and Charlotte Hoya won a Gold 
Star award for the Your Schools external 
newsletter.

McAdams won Gold Star 
awards for the Reading Re-
covery brochure, Spelling Bee 
program, IB Program poster 
and Foundation Christmas 
card. Silver Stars were awarded 
for the Family Album newslet-
ter and Humble ISD Language 
Development brochure.

Logan Gruber and Mattilyn Wagener

TSPRA president Brad 
Domitrovich presents Best of 
Category medal to McAdams

Melanee Benavidez

An Arty Afternoon
Gold Star Photo 
by Jamie Mount



Bright Ideas

What is YOUR Bright Idea? Please remember to share 
good ideas with your extended family of educators 

through Family Album!

Pine Forest Elementary recently held their annual 
Wheelchair Parade using the rodeo theme.  Lifeskill stu-
dents’ homerooms decorated the wheelchairs as part of their 
art lesson and homeroom students dressed up accordingly 
and marched in the parade with the wheelchaired students 
around the building. This has always been a fun and wonder-
ful inclusion activity for all students at Pine Forest.

Fifth graders at Maplebrook Elementary were 
taught CPR basics by Donna Liptak, the school nurse.  
Basics included how to help in emergencies, when to call 911, 
what a breathing emergency is, how to help when someone 
is choking and what to do when someone is unconscious and 
how to perform CPR.   Mrs. Liptak would like to thank the 
PE teachers, Mrs. Tinelli and Mrs. Julian for their partici-
pation in this First Annual Event.  Students received CPR 
certifi cates at the conclusion of the course. 

Kingwood Park High School 
is excited to introduce a new pro-
gram that is designed to keep par-
ents informed about opportunities 
and issues which concern students.  
The goal is to create a partnership 
with parents to ensure student success.  “High School Road 
Map” is a monthly information night for parents with vari-
ous breakout sessions. Parents can choose two sessions from 
fi ve offered. Parents are enouraged to suggest topics to be 
covered. 

High School Road Map has been scheduled through 
May. Not only will parents receive valuable information, but 
incentives for students are offered based on parent atten-
dance.

The topics for the February 12th meeting are:
1 Entrance Ramp: What Parents Need to Know--4 Year 

Plans. Speakers:  KPHS Counselors
2 Road Test: How to Use Technology--PIV and Teacher 

Websites/Email. You will be assisted in the fl ex area by 
KPHS technology experts

3 Navigation Tools: Preparing for TAKS-RELA (9th) 
and ELA (10th).  Speakers:  KPHS English teachers

4 Avoiding Hazardous Conditions: Signs and Symp-
toms of Substance Use. Guest Speaker: Houston Police 
Offi cer Paul Lassalle 

5 Construction Zone: Understanding AVID. Guest 
Speakers: Patrick Briggs, AVID State Assistant Director; 
KPHS AVID students, AVID teacher, and campus direc-
tor, Dana Grillet

The topics for the March 3rd meeting are:
1 Navigation Tools: Preparing for TAKS/Math, Sci-

ence, Social Studies. Speakers: KPHS math, science, 
and social studies teachers

2 Road Test:  How to Use Technology--Bridges and col-
legeboard.com.  You will be assisted in the fl ex areas by 
KPHS technology experts  

3 Learner’s Permit: Study Tips – KPHS teachers
4 Two-Way Traffi c: AP/Dual Credit – KPHS counselors 
5 Creating a Life Map: Teen Leadership. Speakers:  

Kim Ackerman, Teen Leadership teacher, and KPHS 
Teen Leadership students

Whispering Pines science 
coach Robert Cunningham 
wanted a creative and memorable 
way for elementary students to 

learn geology. After collaborating with colleague Christo-
pher Dickson of Aldine ISD’s Aldine Academy they devised 
a very innovative lesson.  

Using their knowledge of erosion and deposition of 
sediment, students musically represented the sounds of a 
river moving sediment.  Students chose musical instruments 
to match the ‘sound’ of one of three sediment sizes (gravel, 
sand, silt/clay) and composed musical themes based on how 
their sediment moves. As an entire class they worked to-
gether to produce the erosion and deposition of a river’s total 
sediment load from its’ headwaters to the Gulf of Mexico. 

 “I was not pleased with how our kids responded to a 
question regarding fl uvial deposition on the District Bench-
mark Assessment, so I wanted to somehow bring it to life for 
them,” said Cunningham. “I knew getting to take them all 
to the San Jacinto River was out of the question because of 
funding, time and safety, so I wondered if the class could be-
come the river. After collaborating with Christopher Dickson 
of Aldine ISD’s Aldine Academy we devised this lesson and 
he volunteered his time and expertise as a percussionist and 
an elementary music educator.” 

“The classes did an amazing job working together to 
begin and end the piece completely on their own,” said Cunn 
ingham.  “They performed in front of various 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th grade classes. We now have a grade-level of, possible, 
future composer/sedimentologists. ”  



Apply for Grants
Have an idea for a neat educa-

tional project but no money?  Then 
apply for a grant from the Humble 
ISD Education Foundation.  

All employees are eligible and the deadline is Friday, 
March 28th.  Download the guidelines, application and fre-
quently asked questions at www.humbleisdfoundation.org.  

For questions or technical assistance, call Jerri Mon-
baron, Humble ISD Competitive Grants Coordinator at 
281.641.8143.  

Maplebrook school nurse 
Donna Liptak announces the 
engagement of her daughter, Laura 
Liptak, to Jared Couvillion. An 
Aug. 23 wedding is planned.

Oaks Elementary Library Assistant Kathy Harris an-
nounces the engagement of her Daughter, Kimberly Harris  
to Kaes deJong of Houston. A May 3 wedding is planned.

Bear Branch secretary Eileen Alexander announces 
the engagement of her daughter, Morgan, to Steve Kosinski.  
An April 12 wedding is planned.

Ross Sterling MS science teacher Melissa Valenzuela, 
announces her Feb. 2 marriage to Troy Wright in San Anto-
nio, Texas.

CATE Center secretary Judy Browder announces the 
March 8 wedding of her son, Kevin Browder, to former Jack 
Fields Elementary Pre-K teacher Kristy Hernandez.

North 
Belt fi fth grade 
teacher Karen 
Rodriguez was 
recently greeted 
in her room by 
her students 
holding a sign asking that special question, “Will you marry 
me?”  Karen’s room was soon fi lled with her family, NBE 
staff, and her boyfriend Leon Garza.  Leon then proposed on 
one knee.  A Nov. 2008 wedding is planned.

About 550 parents, students, and 
staff from Park Lakes Elementary 
boarded school buses on Feb. 7 to take 
an evening “fi eld trip” to the Children’s 
Museum of Houston. Due to the efforts of administrative 
intern Deyna Herrera, the museum provided admission and 
paid for the school buses. 

There were many activities for the students to explore 
with their parents, such as a pretend grocery, watching how 
sound waves travel, learning how to read to your children, a 
replica of a Mexican village, a television broadcasting studio, 
watching Irish clog dancers and a Chinese New Year parade 
with dancers dressed up like dragons, and many other excit-
ing things to do. 

There was also a special section of the museum devoted 
to family math activities, including “make-and-take” proj-
ects. Every participant also received a free pass to return to 
the museum. 

More Bright Ideas

The Foundation Gala is coming up on April 4.
Staff tickets are half price, so some join the fun, bid on 

auction items and help raise money for our schools! 



RMS 8th Grade Math Students Turn Math Lesson 
into Food Drive! 

To study surface area of prisms and cylinders, the 
Riverwood 8th grade math classes of Virginia Glander and 
Jennifer Carney brought in boxes and cans of food.  After 
the students measured the prism and cylinder to fi nd the sur-
face area, the math lesson was turned into a service project.  
The food that was collected was delivered to HAMM.

Benefi ts planned to assist 
family of Offi cer Jarrod 
McCormick

 Several benefi ts are planned 
for the weekend of March 7-9 to 
assist Offi cer Jarrod McCor-
mick, a member of the Humble 
ISD Police Department and a 
1996 graduate of Humble High 
School.

Offi cer McCormick recently became ill and had to 
undergo major thoracic and abdominal surgery on Jan. 30. 
He will be unable to work for several months. Jarrod and his 
wife have three children and are expecting a baby, due in 
April.

 The Humble ISD Police Department, friends and 
neighbors have planned the following events to assist the 
family:
Friday, March 7, 6 to 9 p.m.: Benefi t at the Chick-fi l-A 

on West Lake Houston Parkway featuring live music by 
The Sheila Marshall Band. Please tell the cashier when 
ordering that you are participating in the benefi t for Jar-
rod McCormick. A percentage of sales will be donated 
to the McCormick family.  For details, please visit www.
humble.k12.tx.us/pdf/mccormickfundraiser.pdf

Saturday, March 8, 1 p.m.: Benefi t golf tournament at 
Oakhurst Golf Club. For details, please visit http://www.
tournease.com/app/Public/Default.aspx?tid=6026 

Sunday, March 9, noon to 3 p.m.: Soup & Salad Benefi t 
Luncheon at Lamb of God Lutheran Church, 1400 FM 
1960 Bypass, Humble, 281-446-8427. Carryout orders 
are available.

Also, an account has been established at Woodforest 
National Bank. Donations may be deposited to the “Benefi t 
for Jarrod McCormick” account. 

       Please remember to turn in your news 
and celebrations to your campus Key Com-

municator. Your Key Communicators provides 
the fuel that keep Family Album going. Find yours on the 
launch page for Family Album at www.humble.k12.tx.us/
Family Album/Family Album.htm

Creekwood Middle School wel-
comes eighth grade US history teacher 
Bryan Johnson, and bids farewell to 
long-time history teacher and depart-
ment chair Julia Stipling, who retired in 
December. Also welcomed are science 
teacher Nancy Gold and math teacher 
Lee Andrepont.

Kingwood High School welcomes Michelle Mayfi eld 
as new counselor for students Sun-Z. 

Oak Forest welcomes new third 
grade teacher, Katricia Johnson.

Bear Branch welcomes Chanelle 
Maynard, applied skills K-2 teacher and 
Billie Trainer, paraprofessional in ap-
plied skills K-2.

Human Resources has familiar 
faces in new places. Former payroll 
supervisor Elena Ancarrow is now 
Compensation Coordinator. Replac-
ing Elena as Payroll Supervisor is Kim 
Poullard. New payroll assistants will be 
announced in March.

Humble ISD athletics director Zoe 
Simpson has announced his intention to 
retire at the end of this school year.

 Ross Sterling Middle School welcomes RELA 
Teacher Erin Shaw, social studies teachers Terri Rogers 
and Candace Jackson, and nurse Karen Williams.

&



Sympathy to the Whispering 
Pines Elementary family on the 
Feb. 29 loss of fi fth grade teacher 
Kellie Fernandez due to complica-
tions from heart surgery. Kellie, 
28, grew up in Kingwood. She at-
tended Woodland Hills Elementary, 
Kingwood Middle, and Kingwood 

High School, graduating in 1998. Kellie was a member of 
the Madrigal and the All-State Choir. She was a member of 
Sweet Assurance Ensemble, the National Charity League, the 
Continental Singers and the Adult Choir and Praise Team at 
Crossroads Baptist Church. 

 
Condolences to Karen Neu, retired long-time Humble 

ISD counselor, on the loss of her husband Mike.
 
Sympathy to athletics secretary Naomi 

Curry, former HHS teacher Jackie Navarro 
and student information services software 
support specialist Sherry Wisenbaker on the 
loss of their father and grandfather, Thomas F. 
Henderson. 

 
Condolences to Joyce Davis, Maplebrook 

head custodian, on the loss of her husband.
 
Sympathies to Oaks fi fth grade teacher 

Michelle Munger on the loss of her mother.
 
Condolences to Lori Moore, Kingwood High School 

special service teacher,  on the loss of her grandfather.
 
Sympathy to Dawn Riggins, KHS counseling offi ce 

secretary, whose on the loss of her father-in-law.
 
Condolences to Ann Gibbins, Student Support facilita-

tor, on the loss of her mother, Dorothy Dearmore. 
 
Sympathy to Rebecca Willson, Atascoc-

ita High Special Education Para-Professional, 
on the loss of her husband, Jim Carey Willson, 
who passed away Feb. 19 after a long battle 
with cancer. Before joining AHS, Rebecca 
worked at Humble Middle School for 16 years.

 
Sympathy to Angela Knight, fourth 

grade teacher at Bear Branch, on the loss of her 
grandmother.

 

Condolences to 
Mellissa Gordwin, 
Creekwood Middle head 
custodian, on the loss of 
her sister, Paula.

Sympathy to Denise Roberts, Ross Sterling keyboard-
ing teacher, on the loss of her father.

Condolences to Beulah Epperson, Ross Sterling math 
teacher, on the loss of her mother

Sympathy to Sterling Seward, Ross Sterling math 
teacher, on the loss of his father.

Condolences to LeVerna Steen, Ross Sterling special 
ed aide, on the loss of her father-in-law

Sympathy to Sylvia Solis, Ross Sterling ESL 
teacher, on the loss of her Aunt.

 
Condolences to Carolyn Walsh, Eagle 

Springs Elementary Applied Skills Teacher, on 
the loss of her father, John Fowler.

 
Condolences to Susan Schilling, Kingwood 

High School librarian,  on the loss of her father.
 

Sympathy to Patty Doyle, Kingwood High School co-
teacher, on the loss of her father.

Condolences to Jamie Mount, Public Information as-
sistant director, on the loss of her father, Mike McIlvain.

Sympathy to Margaret Sager, Sp. Ed. Co teacher at 
HHS in the loss of her aunt.

Condolences to Christiana Chavez, Eagle Springs fi fth 
grade teacher on the loss of her mother.

Sympathy to Rusty Odom, Kingwood High 
School technology applications department chair 
and basketball coach, on the loss of his grand-
mother.

 
Condolences to Kingwood High School 

family and consumer science teacher Dianna 
Taylor on the loss of her sister.

 
Sympathy to Joan Parker, Nurse, QHS/

CLC, on the loss of her father.



The Galveston County Daily News pub-
lished a story which states that a “Humble public 
school administrator” returned a lost boy to 
school after he had left campus.  Phyllis Smith, 
retired principal from Timbers Elementary 
School, is the person referred to in the article. 
The reporter did not include “retired.” Phyl-

lis spotted the boy in a drainage ditch fi lled with water and 
knew she had to take action. What a blessing that she was 
there!

 What follows are excerpts from the article by Rhian-
non Meyers, The Galveston County Daily News, published 
January 31, 2008. 

The principal of Oppe Elementary School is vowing 
to step up security after a kindergarten student wandered 
out the school’s front door, unnoticed by school staff, 
and was picked up by a stranger several blocks from the 
campus.

Kortrell Scurry, 5, left the school Wednesday 
afternoon and walked down Jones Road toward Moody 
Gardens before he was found by a Humble public school 
administrator and returned to campus unharmed, said 
principal Helena Aucoin. School staff members did not 
notice Scurry was gone until he was returned to campus, 
Aucoin said. 

Scurry’s mother, Victoria Graham, said she received 
a call from the school nurse who said Scurry had a con-
tagious eye infection and needed to be sent home. When 
she arrived, she saw Scurry in the car with a strange 
woman who told her she’d found Scurry several blocks 
away from school in a ditch.

Aucoin said Scurry’s brief disappearance was an 
accident. After the nurse cleaned Scurry’s eye and called 
his mother, she sent him back to his classroom to gather 
his belongings. Instead of returning to the nurse’s offi ce 
to wait for his mother, Scurry walked out a nearby door. 
Graham said she thinks her son left because he was 
confused and thought he couldn’t stay at school because 
of his eye infection so he decided to walk home.

Aucoin said the school nurse never noticed that 
Scurry was gone because she was caring for several 
students in the clinic at that time. 

“It was very frightening and it happened so fast,” 
Aucoin said. “We are so distraught.”

A similar incident happened a year ago at Parker El-
ementary School. A kindergartener left the school through 
a side door and walked three blocks down Heards Lane 
before sitting down on a corner in tears. No one noticed 
he was missing until he was returned to school.

Humble ISD Hero

Students and faculty of Ross Sterling Middle School 
participated in their fi rst Humble Rodeo Parade.

RSMS students chose to ride in the parade on a vintage 
fi re truck instead of a traditional fl oat. The fi re truck belongs 
to Humble Fire Marshall Clinton Johnson, husband of RSMS 
Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) Teacher, 
Teresa Johnson.  

Participating organizations included AVID students, 
Student Council, Christian Student Union, and the Dance 
Crew.  Following the fi re truck performing spirited routines, 
was the Bearcat Cheerleading Squad.   

Participating faculty members included principal Pen-
né Liefer, assistant principal Dwight Smith, and teachers 
Joy Love, Kelly Pierce, Lisa GoBoncan, Wanda George, 
Teresa Johnson, Pam Trahan, and James Kingsmill.

A special place of honor was given to RSMS student 
Suraj Dalwadi, who took second place honors at the Humble 
ISD science fair this past January.

The RSMS Cheerleading Squad received an award for 
the Best Walking Group. 

Ross Sterling Bearcat Cheerleaders from front left, KeDri-
ana Periott and Kelli Laci. Standing, from left, Joy Love (spon-
sor) Raven Hartsend, Yessica Ramirez, Claudia Espinoza, junior 
cheerleader Alaina Hawkins, principal Penné Liefer and junior 
cheerleader Jayana George. 

RSMS joins in Rodeo Parade



Skills USA Contest            winners           from Humble ISD

Students from our high schools 
and the CATE Center recently par-
ticipated in the Skills USA District 
Competition held at San Jacinto Col-
lege.   The following students were 
recognized as winners and have 
earned the right to represent their 
schools at state level held in Corpus 
Christie, Texas, in April. 

Teachers involved were Bob 
McAndrews, Computer Informa-
tion Technology, CATE Center; Joe 
Chadwick, Automotive Technology, KHS; Russell Traylor, 
Criminal Justice, KHS; Jeff Wilson, Auto Collision Tech, 
KPHS; Steven Clampitt, Automotive Technology, HHS and 
Tommie Whitaker, Automotive Technology, AHS.

Auto Service Excellence Mastery
2nd Place–Taylor Roy, KHS (Medal and Tool Kit)
3rd Place–Jordan Serafi ni,  KHS (Medal and Tool Kit)

Auto Service Brake Project
1st place–Taylor Ray,  KHS
1st place–Eric Behrend, KHS
2nd place–Hisham Saklou, KHS
2nd place–Ray Limegrover, KHS

Auto Service Project – Ignition Systems
1st place–Sarah Castaing, KHS

On-site Auto Collision Repair
1st place– Nathan Dunbar KHS Auto collision I
2nd place– Hector Martinez HHS Auto collision II
3rd place– Zac Sonnier KHS Auto collision II

Auto Paint Refi nishing Project
1st and best in show Zac Sonnier KHS
1st place– Nathen Dunbar KHS
1st place– Travis Gabel KHS
1st place– Tori Savage KPHS
1st place– Hector Martinez HHS
1st place– Ryan Hobson HHS
1st place– Adrian Guara HHS

Computer Maintenance
2nd Place Medal–Alex Yan, CATE Center (KHS)
Honorable Mention– Sam Wright, CATE Center (KHS)

Crime Scene Investigation
2nd Place Team– Jeff Kane, Sam Balch and Michael 
Smith, all of KHS 

From left, Rick Evans,  Daniel Middleton, 
Chris Ruis, Jaci Angst and Wade Wright.

Crime Scene Investigation
4th Place Team– Laura Rensberger, Cas-
sandra Esloon and Katherine Raught, all of 
KHS

Criminal Justice
1st Place Trophy– Ryan Agnew,  KHS

Felony Traffi c Stop
2nd Place Team Medal–Brian Roth & 
Katherine Castillo,  KHS 
3rd Place Team Medal– Charlie Good & 
Rebecca Hornbuckle, KHS

Internetworking
3rd Place Medal–Dean Koenig, CATE Center (KHS)

Telecommunications Cabling
1st Place Trophy–Trey Waterfallen, CATE Cen-
ter  (KHS)

Telecommunications Cabling
3rd PlaceMedal– Robert McAndrews Jr., CATE Center 
(KHS)

Quiz Bowl
3rd Place Medals–Jaci Angst, Wade Wright, Rick Evans, 
Daniel Middleton & Chris Ruis, all of  CATE Center and 
HHS.

Participate in the creative life of an Humble ISD student 
and have a great time doing it! Help with the Sixth Annual 
Humble ISD/Kingwood College Fine Arts Festival on Satur-
day, April 26.  

The festival is an outrageously fun day fi lled with art 
making, art exhibits, musical performances and much more.  
Providing this free event takes many volunteers.  

Volunteers, ages sixth grade through adults, are needed 
April 25 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on April 26 from 9:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Volunteers serve a minimum of two hours. 
This is the perfect oppor-
tunity for clubs to serve 
together and earn com-
munity service hours.

If inerested, please 
contact art teachers 
Cathy Ransdell by or 
Natalie Ridley by district 
email.

You are needed at Fine Arts Fest 

PFE principal Nancy Morrison
is an Art Fest volunteer



This is a list of candidates fi ling for the 
Board of Trustee election on May 10. 

Position 5 is now closed. Filing for positions 
6 and 7 is open until 5 p.m. Monday, March 10.

Brent M. Engelage    Position 5
3803 Forest Village Drive
Kingwood, TX   77339
281-222-2639
husker55@wt.net

Jeremy Wilkerson    Position 5
19027 Aquatic Drive
Humble, TX   77346
281-812-6652
wilkersonforschoolboard@yahoo.com

Vernon Reed    Position 5
2200 Lake Village Drive, Apt. 115
Kingwood, TX   77339
281-253-8071
vernreed@hotmail.com

Glenn Redmon    Position 5
2125 South Houston Avenue
Humble, TX   77396
281-446-8187
gredmon@custkit.com

Cheryl Burbano    Position 5
8103 Hurst Forest Drive
Humble, TX   77346
281-852-7277
burbanos@earthlink.net

Dave Martin    Position 6
5811 Blackstone Creek Lane
Kingwood, Texas 77345
713-276-8648
david.p.martin@marsh.com

Robert Scarfo    Position 7
5614 Woodland Creek
Kingwood, TX   77345
281-348-3132
robert_scarfo@administaff.com

Nancy Cozad    Position 7
20003 Powerscourt Drive
Humble, TX   77346
281-852-0446
nancyinhumbleisd@gmail.com

Nationally Texas ranks 41st in the amount of 
education revenue provided by the state. 

- NCES Digest of Education Statistics

On May 10, our community will go to the polls to vote 
on a comprehensive development plan to address enrollment 
growth, the infrastructure to support that growth, new tech-
nology and more. Our student population is 33,000 this year 
and 1,500 new children enroll every year. Student enrollment 
is expected to reach 40,672 in 2012 and 48,609 in 2017. 

The construction plan includes:
• Two elementary schools
• A new middle school 
• Land acquisitions for three elementary schools and two 

middle schools 
• A new Police Station (approved in Bond 2005, but funds 

were not suffi cient for construction as costs increased for 
other facilities)

• An addition and renovation at the Community Learning 
Center and Instructional Support Center

• Replace/upgrade the computer network, computers, 
other technology, etc. 

• Safety and security improvements, district-wide radio 
and digital recording systems for school bus security, 
purchase temporary buildings, etc.  

• An addition and renovation at the warehouse

The plan is the work of the 167-member Bond Study 
Committee (BSC) that spent months investigating Humble 
ISD’s school facilities. Its work included a physical assess-
ment of every district campus and support facility and an 
updated demographic and projected growth analysis provided 
by Population and Survey Analysts (PASA).

The bond package puts providing for rapid continuing 
growth and taking advantage of current market conditions 
for strategic land purchases for future schools as priorities.  It 
does so by planning for the construction of new or expanded 
facilities in areas where growth is projected. 

About Us
Humble ISD is one of the fastest growing school 

districts in the state. It includes 90 square miles. Our district 
has 23 elementary schools, seven middle schools, fi ve high 
schools, a Community Learning Center, and a Career and 
Technology Education campus. The school district enrolls 
33,000 students and employees more than 4,000 teachers, 
counselors, nurses, support and administrative staff. 

Board of Ed candidates Bond 2008 coming on May 10

Look for related information in the next issue of this 
newsletter, including a review of items funded by Bond 2005.
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