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Superintendent’s View

by Dr. Guy Sconzo

Board of Trustees Humble ISD

Humble Independent School District does not discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, 
sex or disability in providing education services. Janet 
Orth (281-641-8000) has been designated to coordinate 
compliance with the non-discrimination requirements 
of Title IX and compliance with the non-discrimination 
requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

Some homes not served by Humble ISD receive 
this newsletter as a result of postal routes cross-
ing over district lines. To save money, we must 
mail to an entire postal carrier route. 

On the Cover

This has been a banner year 
for our school district. Humble ISD 
is an outstanding school district ac-
cording to every rating system used 
in the State of Texas and we all 
have many reasons to be proud. 
•	 We	are	a	Recognized	school	dis-

trict under the Texas Education 
Agency’s rating system. 

•	 We	are	a	Superior	Achievement	
district according to the Finan-
cial	Integrity	Rating	System	of	
Texas	(FIRST).

•	 Thanks	to	our	“high”	student	
achievement	and	“very	low”	
spending, the State Comptrol-
ler’s Financial Allotment Study 
of	Texas	(FAST)	rated	our	dis-
trict 4.5 Stars out of a possible 5. 

•	 Our	Board	of	Trustees	is	one	of	
only	five	Honor	Boards	named	
in Texas this year. There are 
more than 1,000 school districts 
in the state.

Texas is facing a $27 billion 
shortfall in the upcoming bienni-
um and the state budgets proposed 
by both the House and the Senate 
include devastating funding cuts to 
public schools even as both our lo-
cal and state enrollments continue 
to rise rapidly.

In Humble ISD, our commu-
nity’s voters overwhelmingly ap-
proved a 13 cent tax rate increase 
in 2008 that put us at the maxi-
mum	operations	tax	rate.	We	have	
cut $32 million since 2002. Under 
the proposed state budget, we 
would have to pursue an additional 
cut of $31 million - $45 million in 
one year! 

Texas currently is 42nd in its 
per capita spending on schools and 
will	likely	head	even	closer	to	the	
bottom if the proposed $10 billion 
in cuts are made in public educa-
tion funding. Texas prides itself on 
being business-friendly, but what 
business will want to be in a state 
that cannot adequately fund its 
schools? 

The difference between the 
state budgets that have been pro-
posed	and	what	is	finally	adopted	
will be a function of what legisla-
tors hear. Legislators can and will 
be	influenced	by	what	they	hear	
from their constituents. Extensive 
information is available on the 
Humble	ISD	Legislative	Watch	
web site, as well as the School Fi-
nance	Frequently	Asked	Questions	
section in this newsletter. Your 
voice must be heard in Austin dur-
ing this legislative session.

Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible 
and wisest of counselors, and the most patient of teachers.  ~Charles W. Eliot
 
Children enjoy reading in Valerie Sammon’s fourth grade class at Elm 
Grove	Elementary.	Pictured	clockwise,	from	upper	left:	Ethan	Fagerquist,	
Nicole	Rios,	Michael	Zalewski,	Eric	Morgan	and	Alexandria	Andrade.

Keith Lapeze, president
Dr. Bonnie Longnion, vice president

Charles Cunningham, secretary
Brent Engelage, parliamentarian

Robert Scarfo, member
Dave Martin, member
Lynn Fields, member
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by Keith Lapeze, Board President
You get a different perspec-

tive of schools, teachers, parents 
and students when you serve on a 
school	district’s	Board	of	Trustees.	
You learn more about everyone’s 
role in educating a child. You see 
innovations	in	classrooms	and	kids’	
reactions to them. You marvel at 
what some students overcome and 
the successes that they earn despite 
incredible odds. You become more 
involved on a deeper emotional 
level with the progress of our stu-
dents and our district.

I am more aware of our 
board’s tireless commitment to help 
forge the best education possible 
for	all	of	our	students.	The	Recog-
nized	rating	Humble	ISD	earned	
this year from the Texas Education 
Agency	was	not	by	chance.	It	took	
the	hard	work	of	parents,	students,	
teachers	and	others	to	make	it	hap-
pen. It is a cause for celebration 
and it appears that we are well on 

our way to an Exemplary rating. 
It	is	well	known	that	our	

school district is struggling to over-
come	serious	financial	obstacles.	
The initial budget drafts from the 
House and Senate call for mas-
sive cuts to public education and 
to other critical services. Now is a 
crucial time for parents and com-
munity	members	to	make	sure	that	
our	lawmakers	get	the	message:	
Make	Education	a	Priority.

One	of	the	most	serious	prob-
lems we must address is the Texas 
Education Agency’s unprecedented 
move to recapture $18 million in 
Tax	Increment	Reinvestment	Zone	
(TIRZ)	funds	from	Humble	ISD	
despite the fact that the school dis-
trict	accurately	reported	its	TIRZ	
data to the TEA.  It appears to be 
no more than an attempt by TEA to 
improve	its	own	financial	position	
at our expense, but the loss of those 
funds would be devastating to our 
district.

It	is	important	that	you	know	
that	the	Board	of	Trustees	will	not	
let this crisis stop us from doing 
all we can to provide children with 
the best educational opportunities 
possible.	While	we	are	fortunate	
to have a true friend in Austin—
former	Humble	ISD	School	Board	
President Dan Huberty who is now 
a member of the Texas House of 
Representatives—we	all	have	to	
make	our	voices	heard	during	this	
critical time.  I hope you will join 
the entire board in sharing our 
message to all of our representa-
tives	that	now	is	the	time	to	Make	
Education a Priority. 

Trustee’s Perspective
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Graduation        Dates for 2011 
Atascocita High School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1	p.m.,	May	28,	2011,	Reliant	Stadium
Humble High School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	10	a.m.,	May	28,	2011,	Reliant	Stadium	
Kingwood High School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7	p.m.,	May	28,	2011,	Reliant	Stadium
Kingwood	Park	High	School  . . . . . . . . . .	4	p.m.,	May	28,	2011,	Reliant	Stadium
Quest	High	School	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	7	p.m.,	May	31,	2011,	Humble	Civic	Center
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Services for students 
with disabilities

Humble ISD is respon-
sible for identifying, locating and 
evaluating all children with dis-
abilities who are in need of special 
education and related services who 
reside and/or are located within 
the school district’s boundaries or 
attend a private school within the 
district’s boundaries, even if they 
are not district residents. 

Children who have a dis-
ability or who are suspected of 
having a disability may be referred 
to Humble ISD through one of the 
following	means:	

•	 For	children	of	district	resi-
dents, who are school-age (3 to 
21),	please	contact	the	elemen-
tary, middle, or high school that 
serves your particular neighbor-
hood or location. 

•		 For	children	of	district	residents	
who are below school-age (birth 
through	2	years	old),	please	
contact the Special Education 
Department at 281-641-8326 or 
one of the following ECI  
Agencies:	 
ECI Keep Pace Program at 281-
397-4000 (all areas excluding 
zip	code	77044) 
ECI	Bay	Area	Program	at	281-
838-4477	(all	areas	with	zip	
code	area	77044)

•	 For	children	who	are	out	of	
district but attending a private 
school within the district, please 
contact the Special Education 
Office	at	281-641-8410.	

If you are unsure about which 
school would serve your neighbor-
hood	or	location,	or	if	you	are	mak-
ing the referral during the summer, 
please call the Special Education 
Department at 281-641-8326. 

All	referrals	are	confidential	
and the parent, legal guardian, or 
surrogate parent has the right to 
refuse services.

Humble ISD

2011-12 
Calendar

This 
publication
won top 
honors in 
the state!

Texas	School	Public	Relations	Association	
Gold Star Award

Days of Instruction
 Students Teachers
1st Semester 78 85
2nd Semester 99 102
Total Days 177 187

Holidays
Independence Day ........July 4, 2011
Labor Day ......................Sept. 5
Thanksgiving .................Nov. 21-25
Winter Break ..................Dec. 19-30

(Students off Jan. 2; Staff returns)
MLK Day ........................Jan. 16
Spring Break ..................March 12-16
Good Friday ...................April 6
Memorial Day ................May 28
Independence Day ........July 4, 2012

Semesters
1st ...................August 22- Dec. 16, 2011
2nd..................Jan. 3 - June 1, 2012

Professional Growth for staff
Holidays for students
 August 15-19
 October 10
 January 2
 February 20
 April 9
 Year-end campus-based option

Remaining days of 2010-11
School Calendar

March 14-18 ................ Spring Vacation
April 22 .................Good Friday Holiday
April 21 ........................ Student Holiday

Prof. Growth/Workday
May 30 ............... Memorial Day Holiday
June 1 ..................... Last Day of School

Have you received text messages from Humble ISD 
about emergency situations?  You can be a part of this 
communications network by establishing a free account.

How do I sign up?
 The system automatically established 

accounts for many parents using data 
on	file.	To	see	if	you	have	an	account,	
click	the	Your	Schools	Insider	icon	on	the	district’s	home	page	(www.
humbleisd.net)	and	log	in	using	your	email	address.	If	the	system	rec-
ognizes	your	address	but	you	don’t	know	your	password,	click	the	“I	
can’t	log	in”	button	and	your	password	will	be	emailed	to	you.	If	your	
email	address	is	not	recognized,	you	may	not	have	an	account.	You	
can easily set one up by following the on-screen instructions.

Who can have an account?
 Anyone. Indicate if you are a parent or community member and the 

type	of	information	you	want	to	receive.	Be	sure	to	list	your	children’s	
schools	in	the	“School	Relationships”	field	to	get	news	specifically	
related to those campuses.

Remaining 
early release dates for 
2010-2011 school year
Elementary Schools
March 31, May 19, June 1
Classes	are	dismissed	at	the	following	times:
Pre-K morning session, 10 a.m.
Pre-K	afternoon	session,	11:30	a.m.
Grades	K-5,	11:30	a.m.

Middle Schools
May 31 - June 1
Students	will	be	taking	final	exams.	Classes	will	dismiss	at	noon.

High Schools
Dates	and	times	for	end-of-year	finals	at	all	high	schools	will	be	 
announced by the individual schools.
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TAKS dates to know in March/April
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Students in this grade take TAKS on these dates

Grade 3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday,	April	26-	Math	
Wednesday,	April	27-	Reading

 
Grade 4  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday,	March	1-	Writing	

Tuesday,	April	26-	Math	
Wednesday,	April	27-	Reading

 
Grade 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monday,	April	4-	Math	

Tuesday,	April	5-	Reading	
Thursday, April 28- Science

 
Grade 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday,	April	26-	Math	

Wednesday,	April	27-	Reading

Grade 7  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday,	March	1-	Writing	
Tuesday,	April	26-	Math	

Wednesday,	April	27-	Reading
 

Grade 8  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monday,	April	4-	Math	
Tuesday,	April	5-	Reading	

Thursday, April 28- Science 
Friday, April 29- Social Studies 

Grade 9  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday,	March	1-	Reading	
Thursday,	April	28-	Math

 
Grade 10  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday,	March	1-	English	Language	Arts

Tuesday,	April	26-	Math	
Thursday, April 28- Science 

Friday, April 29- Social Studies 

Exit Level  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday,	March	1-	English	Language	Arts	
Wednesday,	April	27-	Math	
Thursday, April 28- Science 

Friday, April 29- Social Studies 

Students	have	their	first	opportunity	to	pass	the	Exit	Level	test	
in Grade 11. 

These dates affect the vast majority of students. Students may 
test on additional dates for a variety of reasons, including special 
education,	needing	a	specialized	test,	making	up	a	missed	test,	re-
testing	to	pass	a	test	or	taking	a	field	test.	

Test-Taking Tips for TAKS
-	Get a good night’s rest on the days leading up to the test. 
-	Eat	a	nutritious	breakfast	on	the	morning	of	the	test.
-	Don’t	cram	the	night	before.	Real	learning	takes	place	over	a	

period	of	days	and	weeks.	
-	Get to school early on test days so you can settle in and not feel 

rushed.
-	Focus on one question at a time on the test
-	The	test	is	not	a	race	with	classmates.	Take	the	time	you	need.	

Test yourself on TAKS
Sample questions:

Fifth Grade Science
1.	 Which	of	the	following	forms	of	energy	is	released	when	wood	

is burned?
	 A		 Magnetic
	 B		 Solar
 C  Light
 D  Electrical

Eighth Grade Math 
2.  A math game is played with 2 fair number cubes. A green 

cube	is	numbered	1	through	3,	and	each	number	is	marked	on	
2 faces. A red cube has faces numbered 1 through 6. If both 
cubes are tossed, what is the probability of rolling a 3 on the 
green cube and a 6 on the red cube?

 A  1/36
	 B			1/18
 C   1/9
 D  1/3

Exit Level Social Studies 
3.	 Theodore	Roosevelt	made	the	United	States	a	major	world	

power	by	implementing	the	“police	powers”	of	the	Roosevelt	
Corollary and by —

 A  refusing to acquire new territory
	 B		 constructing	the	Panama	Canal
 C  vetoing the Pure Food and Drug Act
 D  ending progressive reform

Answers:   1) C     2) B     3) B
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What has Humble ISD done to 
prepare for this challenge?

4	District administrators have 
made $32 million in budget cuts 
since 2002.

4	Humble ISD signed a new elec-
tricity contract that will annu-
ally save about $2.4 million.

4	Employees, including teachers, 
did not receive pay raises for 
2010-2011.

4	Humble ISD residents in 2008 
approved a tax rate election, in-
creasing the tax rate by 13 cents, 
that has allowed Humble ISD to 
avoid cuts for three years.

4	Humble	ISD,	by	Board	policy,	
maintains 17 percent of operat-
ing funds in its fund balance, or 
“rainy	day	fund.”	An	adequate	
fund balance is necessary to 
assure	there	are	no	cash	flow	
issues and to avoid short term 
borrowing in certain situations 
– such as if the state chooses to 
delay its July and August pay-
ments to school districts.

4	An	Early	Notification	Incentive	
has been offered to full-time, 
contractual employees who 
announce	by	March	21	that	
they will leave at the end of the 
2010-2011 school year. Also, 
vacancies for jobs are not being 
automatically posted when they 
occur but are undergoing careful 
scrutiny.

Humble ISD Superintendent 
Guy	Sconzo	scheduled	more	than	
20	meetings	in	February	and	March	
with employees and the public to 
develop an understanding about 
where the school district is now in 
terms of serious budgetary chal-
lenges and what must be done. The 
District also formed a Legislative 
Committee made up of parents, em-
ployees, business representatives, 
and	other	interested	citizens.

 Stay tuned to www.hum-
bleisd.net for more detailed infor-
mation and the latest updates!

“This will be one of 
the most difficult Legis-
lative sessions in Texas’ 
history as the state has 
a $27 billion shortfall. 
Drastic cuts in state 
financial support are 
expected at every level 
including public educa-
tion despite a rapidly 
growing population of 
school children.”

Humble ISD Superinten-
dent	Dr.	Guy	Sconzo

Humble ISD Points of Pride

•	A	TEA	Recognized	School	
District

•	A	“Superior	Achievement”	 
District under the Financial  
Integrity	Rating	System	of	
Texas	(FIRST)

•	Received	4.5	Stars	on	the	State	
Comptroller’s Financial Alloca-
tion	Study	of	Texas	(FAST)	due	
to	“high”	student	achievement	
and	“very	low”	spending

Important Legislative Contacts:

Texas Senate	–	Mailing	address	
P.O.	Box	12068,	Capitol	 
Station, Austin, TX 78711

Sen.	Tommy	Williams:	 
phone 512-463-0104  
fax 512-463-6373 

Sen.	Dan	Patrick:	 
phone 512-463-0107  
fax 512-463-8810 

Texas House	–	Mailing	address	 
P.O.	Box	2910,	Austin,	TX	
78768

Rep.	Dan	Huberty:	 
phone 512-463-0520  
fax 512-463-1606  

Rep.	Senfronia	Thompson:	 
phone 512-463-0720  
fax 512-463-6306 

Rep.	Debbie	Riddle:	 
phone 512-463-0572  
fax 512-463-1908   

Rep.	Harold	V.	Dutton,	Jr.:	 
phone 512-463-0510  
fax 512-463-8333  

Speaker	of	the	House	Joe	Straus:	
phone 512-463-1000  
fax 512-463-0675

Governor Rick Perry –  
Citizen’s	Opinion	Hotline	 
512-252-9600

Humble ISD prepares for millions in cuts:
 Make your voice heard in Austin!

Texas Senate:			http://www.senate.state.tx.us/
Texas House of Representatives:			http://www.house.state.tx.us/

What does Dr. Sconzo believe 
the Legislature could do to help 
schools?

4	Do	not	make	cuts	to	the	state	
Foundation School Program. 
If cuts are made, ensure that 
very low spending districts 
like	Humble	ISD	(based	on	the	
Comptroller’s	FAST	report)	are	
not cut as much as medium and 
high spending districts.

4	Use	a	portion	of	the	state	Rainy	
Day Fund to offset cuts.

4	Defer July and August state pay-
ments to school districts until 
September	(the	next	biennium),	
an accounting technique that 
could help balance the state 
budget.

4	Postpone the roll-out of the 
state’s new student assessment 
program,	the	STAAR	test,	to	
avoid adding additional costs.

4	Change the state law so that 
there is no recalculation of 
target	revenue	per	WADA	due	
to	TIRZ.	Recalculation	of	target	
revenue	per	WADA	will	cost	
Humble ISD nearly $18 million.

4	Do not shift current state costs 
to local districts.

4	No unfunded mandates.

Emails may be sent 
from	the	email	link	
on each Senator’s 
or	Representative’s	
page	at:
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Humble ISD Board honored among best in Texas
J	 OUR BOARD was named one of five 2010 Honor Boards out of 

more than 1,000 school districts in the State of Texas and chosen as 
the	Region	4	Honor	Board	of	the	Year	(Region	4	includes	54	school	
districts	in	a	7-county	area).

J	 School board members are volunteers who serve without pay. 
Humble	ISD	school	board	trustees	are	state	recognized	for	outstanding	
dedication and leadership in the service of children!

J	 Congratulations	to	School	Board	President	Keith Lapeze
  Vice President Dr. Bonnie Longnion
  Secretary Charles Cunningham
  Parliamentarian Brent Engelage
	 	 Member	Robert Scarfo
	 	 Member	Dave Martin
  Former member Dan Huberty, now serving in Texas Legislature
  Lynn Fields,	appointed	to	the	position	vacated	by	Rep.	Huberty

Mark Your Calendar !
9th Annual Humble ISD/Lonestar College-Kingwood 

Saturday
April 30, 2011

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Lonestar College

Kingwood Campus

Free, creative family fun including 
hands-on creation stations

The	Humble	ISD	Education	Foundation’s	new	Teacher	Wishlists	are	
a way to directly support your child’s classroom.

“I	love	the	Teacher	Wishlists	because	they	allow	you	to	see	precisely	
what	the	classroom	needs	are	–	and	you	also	know	where	every	dollar	
goes! There’s a direct line to today’s teachers and students. There’s noth-

ing	like	it.”			–	Margaret	Fraissinet,	mom	to	
three Humble ISD students

To view the lists, visit 
www.humbleisdfoundation.org

Fall Creek Elementary School first graders 
Chris Lovelady and Clayton Holmes show off 
magnetic letters, a Teacher Wishlist item.

Make wishes come true
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Congratulations to National Merit student honorees

Atascocita High School 
seniors	(from	left)	Jonathan	
Hastings	and	Joyce	C.	Ojionu-
ka	are	National	Merit	Semi-
finalists;	Kevin	Gregory	and	
Matthew	Miller	are	National	
Merit	Commended	Students;	
and Ashley LaFleur is a 
National Achievement Schol-
arship Program Honoree. Not 
pictured	is	Cassie	Roach,	a	
National	Merit	Commended	
Student who attended AHS 
before moving out of state.

Kingwood High School 
seniors	(from	left)	Anneke	Johnson	
and Ashley Phillips are National 
Achievement	Scholarship	Semifi-
nalists. 

Kingwood	High	seniors	honored	as	National	Merit	Commended	
Students	include	(from	back	left)	Quincy	Zhuang,	William	Gossett,	
Christian	Magnani,	Zachary	Hansen,	Evan	Stephan	and	(from	front	
left)	Sara	Walton,	Emily	Sewell,	Xinran	(Lilly)	Liu,	Ashley	Phillips	and	
Caroline	Hodges.	Not	pictured	were	Erin	Horning	and	Margaret	Spear.

Kingwood High School seniors honored 
as	National	Merit	Commended	Students	include	
(from	left)	Andrew	Bratsman,	Marco	Castillo	
and	Benjamin	Parva.

Kingwood High School seniors honored in 
the	National	Hispanic	Recognition	Program	are	
(back)	André	Critsinelis,	(from	middle	left)	Caro-
line	Werlang	and	Lisa	Swank	Calderón	and	(from	
front	left)	Rachel	Redondo,	Katy	Montoya-Mar-
quez	and	Marco	Castillo.	

Kingwood 
High School seniors 
honored as National 
Merit	Semifinalists	
are	(from	back	left)	
Caroline	Werlang,	
Trace	Russell,	Val-

erie Sorge and (from 
front	left)	Weijie	

Lin, Samantha 
Carley and Court-
ney Stephen. Not 

pictured	is	Matthew	
LaCour. 

Kingwood	Park	High	School	
senior	Victoria	Brooks	is	a	National	
Merit	Semifinalist	and	John	Easton	
III	is	a	National	Merit	Commended	
Student.

Humble	High	School	seniors	(from	left)	
Reagan	McCaffrey	and	Julian	Figueroa	are	
National	Merit	Commended	Students.	
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perfect,”	Lynette	Busceme,	Humble	
ISD Director of Academics, said. 

Math	and	writing,	for	ex-
ample, are two areas which require 
repeated practice to achieve mas-
tery. “As	rigor	increases,	attaining	
mastery of particular standards may 
become	more	difficult,”	she	said.	
Imagine an academic concept as 
an archery target. Students’ under-
standing of a concept can be rep-
resented by the outer circles of the 
target immediately after the teacher 
presents	a	lesson.	But	with	repeated	
practice	through	homework,	under-

8

PBK	Architects

Homework	time	does	not	
have	to	be	stressful.	The	key	is	
determining	a	system	that	works	for	
your family.

“It’s	all	about	what	works,”	
Lesa Pritchard, Humble ISD Direc-
tor of Student Support Services, 
said.	“Some	may	work	well	in	their	
room	and	others	may	need	to	work	
at	the	kitchen	table	while	Mom’s	
cooking	dinner.	Parents	need	to	
look	at	the	outcomes.”

One	universal	rule	is	that	
parents need to be encouraging 
when helping students with their 

it’s seen as a positive incentive to 
getting	homework	done	and	not	
just	bribery.	“Bribes”	occur	when	
parents use rewards to stop inap-
propriate behavior. You only want 
to reward positive behavior. 

Pritchard says because every 
child	is	different,	it	may	take	ex-
perimentation to determine the best 
way	to	deal	with	homework.

Happy Homework Time... 

. If you’re in a two-parent house-
hold, consider putting the per-
son with the more calm temper-
ament in charge of helping with 
homework.	You	can	also	discuss	
with your spouse who is better 
at handling certain subjects. Per-
haps	Mom	is	better	with	math	
and science, while Dad excels at 
language and social studies.

. Your child might respond better 
to	doing	homework	if	it	is	more	
structured. Try scheduling a set 
homework	time	each	day	and	
stick	with	it.	Also	consider	mak-
ing a schedule for the amount 
of	time	your	child	will	work	on	
each	subject.	Budget	enough	
time	to	complete	homework	
without rushing.

.	Deal	with	potential	homework	
issues immediately. Problems 
are easier to deal with early on, 
before a student falls behind.

Melissa Davenport, Quest Early College High School

Austin Wilding, Elm Grove Elementary

Alexandria Andrade, Elm Grove 
Elementary

homework.	“Parents	need	to	be	as	
positive	as	possible,	not	just	zero	
in on what’s done incorrectly but 
talk	to	them	about	what	they	did	
right,”	Pritchard	said.	It’s	easy	
to get caught in a negative loop, 
with parents ignoring the areas of 
improvement and focusing on the 
child’s wrong answers. That can 
lead to increasing frustrations for 
everyone.

Homework	is	important	
because some academic concepts 
can’t be mastered in the limited 
time	of	the	class	period.	“As	with	
all	things	in	life,	practice	makes	

standing moves to the bull’s-eye.
Several schools in the district 

have positive incentive programs 
in place that parents may want 
to	emulate.	One	example	is	the	
Froggy	Bucks	program	at	River	
Pines Elementary, where students 
receive	Froggy	Bucks	for	reading,	
studying or good behavior and can 
redeem	them	for	prizes.	Pritchard	
says	parents	might	consider	asking	
their child’s teachers if there are 
any incentive programs they’re do-
ing that can be adapted to encour-
age	doing	homework.	If	parents	
do	try	this,	she	warns	to	make	sure	

Here are some ways that may 
help homework go smoothly:
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the process. If she has a science 
test	on	Friday,	ask	her	if	she	
would	like	to	study	for	one	hour	
on Tuesday and Thursday or 
half an hour every night.

.	With	younger	students,	try	to	
make	a	game	out	of	homework.	
Use	flash	cards	or	geography	
games to help them learn their 
lessons.

. Don’t focus on how long it 
takes	others	to	complete	home-
work.	An	assignment	that	takes	
some	students	an	hour	to	finish	
may	take	another	two	or	three.	
Everyone learns at his or her 
own pace. The important thing 
is	to	take	as	much	time	as	neces-
sary to understand the lesson.

“There are many little 
ways to enlarge your child’s 
world. Love of books is the 
best of all.” 

– Jacqueline Kennedy

9
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happening inside the home. If a 
child is suddenly having prob-
lems	with	homework,	talk	to	
him about whether something 
else is bothering him.

.	When	all	is	said	and	done,	it	is	
THEIR	homework,	not	yours.	
Let	them	know	they	will	have	
to accept the consequences for 
incomplete assignments.

www.humbleisd.net,	click	“Par-
ents,”	then	look	for	the	Humble	
ISD Instructional Technology 
logo,	then	click	“Homework	
Helpers”	for	useful	websites.

. Form a study group. Invite the 
child’s friends or other students 
from	class	to	work	on	home-
work	together.

. Consider hiring a private tutor 
for	a	few	hours	a	week.	When	
it’s someone other than a family 
member helping them, children 
may respond better. If cost is 
a	concern,	look	into	sharing	a	
tutoring session with a small 
group of students. You may be 
able	to	find	a	college	student	(or	
high school student if your child 
is	younger)	who	can	work	as	
both a tutor and babysitter. 

.	Be	aware	that	sometimes	
personal problems can disrupt 
homework,	even	for	students	
who haven’t had problems be-
fore. Those can include personal 
problems at school or issues 

. Have your children turn off the 
TV, music and other distrac-
tions. They will be better able 
to	concentrate,	finish	their	work	
more	quickly	and	will	improve	
accuracy. If outside noises are 
causing students to lose focus, 
light instrumental music could 
drown out distracting sounds. 
Music	with	lyrics	tends	to	inter-
fere with the thought process.

. Giving children options with 
homework	may	let	them	feel	
like	they	have	some	control	over	

Reagan Drees, Elm Grove Elementary 

Justice Caldwell, Quest Early College High School

Eric Morgan, Elm Grove Elementary

Austin Wilding, Elm Grove Elementary

.	Try	using	homework	help	lines	
on the phone or the internet. 
From the Humble ISD website, 
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“Quest Family 
means a lot to me. 
It is different from 
anything I have 
ever been a part 
of. Everybody is 
a different kind of 
person, but we all 
accept each other. 
We also have fun and relax with each 
other. It is a supportive environment 
that also allows me to let loose.”
Justice Caldwell, QECHS freshman

10
Attention Eighth Graders!

“One of the best 
experiences Quest 
has given me is 
the chance to do 
a service learning 
activity. My service 
learning involves 
helping younger 
children and their 
teachers in the elementary classrooms. 
I usually staple homework, recycle trash 
and anything else my teacher needs.”
Jalen Fleeks, QECHS freshman

Quest	Early	College	High	School	applications	
for	2011-2012	are	now	available	online	at:	

http://www.humbleisd.net/qhs
Application	deadline	is	March	11,	2011.

QECHS	is	different	because:
•	 Blends	high	school	and	college	in	a	rigorous,	yet	supportive	program
•	 Currently	located	on	the	Summer	Creek	High	School	campus	
•	 Earn	up	to	two	years	college	credit	while	in	high	school
•	 Free,	public	school	–	families	can	save	thousands	on	college	tuition	costs

For more information, call 281-641-7300

“With the support 
system here at 
Quest, there is no 
reason for you 
to fail because 
everybody is 
willing to help.”
Caitlyn Floyd, 
QECHS freshman

“Quest gives the 
perfect balance 
between serious 
college work and 
an enjoyable time 
for the students.”
Melissa 
Davenport, 
QECHS freshman

Texan	GMC	Buick	purchased	the	naming	rights	to	the	Home	Plaza	
at	Turner	Stadium.	The	sponsorship	is	the	first	of	its	kind	in	Texas	and	
opens doors to a new medium of advertising partnered with educational 
institutions. 

"We	are	thrilled	with	this	one-of-a-kind-anywhere	special	partner-
ship	with	Texan	GMC	Buick!”	Superintendent	Guy	Sconzo	said.	“They	
are a very community-giving and school-child-supportive company and 
we're excited to have them on board!" 

Advertising	revenue	benefits	Humble	ISD's	general	operating	bud-
get.	Dr.	Sconzo	said	the	sponsorship	is	equivalent	to	funding	two	teaching	
positions.  

For more information on sponsorships and advertising, please con-
tact	Steep	Creek	Media	at	281-962-4390	or	visit	www.steepcreekmedia.
com.

Pictured from left, Superintendent Dr. Guy Sconzo, General Manager of Texan 
GMC Buick Bert Brocker, and Humble ISD Athletic Director Troy Kite at Turner 
Stadium.

Texan GMC Buick Home Plaza at Turner Stadium
Service Learning team returns from South Africa
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Seven	students	and	five	teachers	traveled	to	South	Africa	over	
winter	break	to	provide	clean	
water	to	five	primary	schools.	
Each person paid their own way. 
Schools throughout Humble ISD 
held	fundraisers	to	provide	five	
water	storage	tanks	and	filters,	as	
well as food and Christmas gifts 
for orphans, and school uniforms. 
“Participating	in	H2JoJo	was	a	
life-changing	experience	for	me,”	
Anthony Lewis, Atascocita High 
School 10th grader, said.
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The economic downturn 
has	forced	many	people	to	make	
sacrifices	they	didn’t	think	they	
would	ever	have	to	make.	When	
parents lose their jobs, it can cause 
great stress on families. That stress 
can affect children’s ability to learn 
at school. That’s why Humble 
ISD has programs in place to help 
families who are struggling eco-
nomically.

Free & reduced-price meals
Robin	Young,	as	Director	of	

Child Nutrition Services for the 
district, has grown accustomed to 
hearing about families dealing with 
a	financial	crisis.	“I	can’t	tell	you	
how many people call in tears and 
are devastated due to some crisis 
that	has	happened	in	their	family,”	
she said. Approximately 33 percent 
of students in the district are signed 
up for free and reduced priced 
meals, and that number is on the 
low end compared to other districts 
in the area.

The program is designed 
so students who receive free and 
reduced-price meals are indistin-
guishable from other students in the 
cafeteria. Parents can apply for the 
program online and once approved, 
the meal account is connected with 
the student’s ID. Students who 
qualify for reduced-price meals pay 
30	cents	for	each	breakfast	and	40	
cents for each lunch. 

The program operates as 
part of the National School Lunch 
Program	and	the	School	Breakfast	
Program, both of which are admin-
istered by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and the Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture. The programs 
maintain rigorous nutritional re-
quirements. For instance, meals are 
required to contain no more than 30 

Humble ISD cares: Services for 
kids when families face tough times

percent of calories from fat, with 
less than 10 percent from saturated 
fat.	“Most	people	don’t	realize	just	
how healthy the school meals are 
now,”	Young	said.

“Children	don’t	learn	if	
they’re hungry so it’s great that 
kids	can	come	to	school	and	not	
worry	about	their	next	meal,”	she	
said.	“It’s	good	for	parents,	too,	
since it’s one more thing they don’t 
have	to	worry	about.”

For more information on the 
free and reduced-price meal plans 
or	to	find	out	if	you	qualify,	visit	
the Child Nutrition Services page 
on the Humble ISD web site, www.
humbleisd/net. 

Homeless students
A student does not have to be 

living on the street to be considered 
homeless. Students or families who 
are in any temporary living situa-
tion due to housing or economic 
hardship	can	meet	the	definition	
of homelessness. That can include 
staying in a shelter, vehicle, camp-
ground, motel or doubled-up with 
relatives or friends.

Nearly 600 students in the 
district are considered homeless, 
says Lesa Pritchard, Director of 
Student Support Services. Humble 
ISD has a homeless student li-
aison on staff to help students 
without a permanent residence, as 
well as professional school social 
workers	on	designated	campuses.	
Students who qualify as homeless 
can receive free meals as well as 
school supplies. The district can 
provide transportation for homeless 
students, and has even helped with 
clothing	needs	in	some	cases.	“If	
they don’t have the supplies they 
need	to	do	their	schoolwork	that’s	
going	to	affect	their	learning,”	Prit-

chard said.
In addition 

to a homeless student liaison and 
social	workers,	the	district	also	has	
two Community Youth Services 
specialists on staff. The CYS pro-
gram is part of a partnership with 
Harris County, which pays for half 
of the costs, with the rest funded 
by	the	district.	When	a	school	
counselor	finds	that	a	student	has	a	
specific	need,	the	student,	and	often	
his or her family, meets with a CYS 
specialist	to	find	ways	to	help	solve	
the	problem.	CYS	workers	are	
familiar with what social services 
are available in the greater commu-
nity, Pritchard says, and are able to 
help a student or family sign up for 
those	services.	They	work	with	a	
wide variety of community agen-
cies,	including	financial	and	health	
services, churches or local govern-
ment services.

Students or families who 
think	they	might	qualify	as	home-
less should meet with their school’s 
counselors for more information.

Pre-K
Humble	ISD’s	pre-kinder-

garten program is designed to 
give	financially	and	educationally	
disadvantaged students a chance to 
better prepare for grade school. The 
curriculum for the free half-day 
Pre-K program has become more 
rigorous over the years, accord-
ing	to	Lynette	Busceme,	Director	
of	Academics.	“We’ve	moved	
more and more toward academ-
ics,”	she	said.	Pre-K	classes	focus	
on language and communications, 
social and emotional development, 
beginning literacy and math. Pre-K 
classes also address science, social 
studies,	fine	arts	and	technology.	
“We	make	sure	the	students	are	on	

a	strong	footing	for	kindergarten,”	
Busceme	said.

Twelve elementary schools 
in the district hold Pre-K classes, 
with some serving students from 
multiple elementary school atten-
dance	zones.	Attendance	in	Pre-K	
is	growing	fast.	“We’ve	seen	a	10	
percent increase in Pre-K this year, 
as opposed to a three percent rise in 
numbers	of	students	in	kindergar-
ten	classes,”	she	said.

Along	with	financial	or	
educational eligibility, the Pre-K 
program is also available for foster 
children,	students	with	difficulty	
speaking	English,	children	of	ac-
tive duty members of the armed 
forces, children whose parent was 
killed	or	injured	while	serving	on	
active duty, and students that are or 
have been in the conservatorship 
of the state Department of Family 
and Protective Services. In addi-
tion to the standard Pre-K program, 
the district also offers bilingual 
Pre-K and the Preschool Program 
for Children with Disabilities, 
designed for children as low as 18 
months of age.

Counselors can help
Humble ISD wants to ensure 

all students have the tools they 
need to continue their learning, 
including when families are going 
through economic hardships. Prit-
chard says it’s important for parents 
to	realize	the	district	has	people	
available to help them and their 
children if they need assistance. 
“It’s	very	important	that	parents	
talk	to	their	campus	counselor,	so	
their counselor can get them in 
touch with people that can provide 
services,”	Pritchard	said.
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Maintaining	the	22	to	1	
ratio currently in place for 

grades K-4 will not be possible 
with this level of reductions in 
funding. Humble ISD Superin-
tendent	Guy	Sconzo	has	stated	
he	would	support	class	sizes	of	
24	for	grades	K-4.	Class	sizes	
may be increasing for grades 
5-12	but	specific	staffing	guide-
lines have not been developed. 
The situation will become 
clearer as the Legislative ses-
sion progresses and districts 
know	more.

Why can’t cuts be limited 
to areas such as Cen-
tral Administration and 

Transportation that keep 
reductions as far away from 
the classroom as possible?

It’s not possible to absorb 
this level of reductions 

in state aid without affecting 
all areas of the district. People 
often suggest cutting adminis-
tration and transportation as the 
solution. Humble ISD would 
save $8.5 million if it eliminated 
Central Administration and $7.6 
million if it eliminated all bus 

complete information about the 
revenue they will be receiving 
from the state. 

How many people does 
$31 million in cuts equate 
to?

In order to reduce the 
operating budget by $31 

million, Humble ISD has al-
ready pursued and entered into a 
new electricity provider contract 
that will generate $2.4 million in 
savings annually. Additionally, 
however, Humble ISD will need 
to	reduce	staffing	by	nearly	580	
positions.

How will budget reduc-
tions affect student/
teacher ratio?

Proposed budgets were 
introduced into the Texas House 
and Texas Senate in January that 
would cut K-12 public education 
funding by almost $10 billion. 
School districts across Texas are 
providing information about how 
proposed legislation would affect 
local schools.

What type of budget is 
Humble ISD preparing?

Humble ISD is preparing 
a budget that would allow 

for $31 to $45 million in reduc-
tions. The District has made 
$32 million in cuts over the past 
seven	years.	Making	$31	to	$45	
million in cuts in one year will 
be drastic.

 When will the district 
know more?

 Humble ISD must adopt 
a budget by June 30. The 

Legislature must adopt a state 
budget by Aug. 31. It could well 
be into July or August before 
the state budget is adopted. This 
means districts will be adopt-
ing budgets without having 
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School Finance F.A.Q.

“The difference between 
the state budgets that have 
been proposed and what 

is finally adopted will be a 
function of what legisla-
tors hear. Legislators can 
and will be influenced by 
what they hear from their 

constituents.”
	 Dr.	Guy	Sconzo
 Humble ISD 
 Superintendent of Schools

More budget information and 
legislative contacts on page 5.

transportation. This would save 
the district $16.1 million – and 
the district would still have to 
make	$14.9	million	in	cuts	to	
reach	$31	million!	Of	course	
it’s not feasible to eliminate all 
Central Administration because 
payroll and insurance claims 
must be processed, personnel re-
cords must be maintained, legal 
requirements must be met, etc. 
Eliminating all bus transporta-
tion also is not a realistic option, 
but provides perspective for 
illustrative purposes.
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