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The little birds fly over
And oh, how sweet they sing!
To tell the happy children
That once again ‘tis spring.

– from “Spring” by Celia Thaxter, 
American poet 1835-1894
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Superintendent’s View

by Dr. Guy Sconzo

Board of Trustees Humble ISD

Humble Independent School District does not discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, 
sex or disability in providing education services. Janet 
Orth (281-641-8000) has been designated to coordinate 
compliance with the non-discrimination requirements 
of Title IX and compliance with the non-discrimination 
requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

Some homes not served by Humble ISD receive 
this newsletter as a result of postal routes cross-
ing over district lines. To save money, we must 
mail to an entire postal carrier route. 

On the Cover

One hundred percent of the 
students. One hundred percent 
of the time. This has been our 
focus this year. It is our job and 
our mission to make a positive 
difference in learning for 100% 
of our students, 100% of the time. 
In reviewing the gains made in 
last year’s Texas Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) 
tests, our staff, students and par-
ents are clearly succeeding!

Texas records students’ 
TAKS performance in 25 areas. 
In 2009, Humble ISD had: 
•	 18	areas	at	the	Exemplary	

Level (90% of students  
passing)

•	 6	areas	at	the	Recognized	
Level (75% of students pass-
ing) and one at the Acceptable 
Level

•	 16	campuses	at	the	Exemplary	

Level	and	9	at	the	Recognized	
Level

•	 14	schools	earned	higher	rat-
ings compared to 2008

While we are not where we 
want to be yet, we are well on 
our	way!	I	see	this	significant	
improvement as a direct result 
of the special effort everyone 
involved in our children’s educa-
tion makes every day. This in-
cludes the bus driver who smiles 
and greets kids to set the right 
tone for their day, the cafeteria 
worker who makes children feel 
truly welcome during meals 
because properly fed minds and 
bodies learn better, teachers who 
work to make learning meaning-
ful, and all those who work to 
connect and to motivate our stu-
dents through service learning, 
athletics, after school programs, 
etc.	Every	campus	is	focused	and	
has intervention systems in place 
to best assure that learning truly 
is about 100% of the students 
100% of the time. 

So as TAKS is Texas’ 
measure of student learning and 
how it judges the performance 
of schools and school districts, 
I	want	to	be	the	first	to	say	that	
this is unfortunate as it gives 
only the briefest snapshot of the 
learning that actually goes on in 
our schools. But I also want to be 
the	first	to	say	with	confidence	
that we will see even more prog-
ress this year! 

Student	art:		(snowman)	Caitlin	Meskill,	Shadow	Forest	Elementary,	
grade	4	;	(flower)	Lauren	Burger,	Pine	Forest	Elementary,	grade	4;	(sun)	
Casie	Bloomer,	Shadow	Forest	Elementary,	grade	4;	(butterfly)	Eliza-
beth	Banda,	Timbers	Elementary,	grade	3;	(frog)		Julia	Edson,	Greentree	
Elementary,	grade	1.	

Daniel G. Huberty, president
Keith Lapeze, vice president

Dr. Bonnie Longnion, secretary
Charles Cunningham, parliamentarian

Brent Engelage, member
Robert Scarfo, member
Dave Martin, member

A new perspective. . .

Fifth graders practice polite 
behavior through the district’s 
Manners Banquet Program. 
Parent volunteers serve 
a seated lunch to students, who show off the etiquette they learned. Pictured 
at Timbers Elementary’s Manners Banquet are Assistant Principal Stephanie 
Coronado, Daveon Boyd, Makenzie Vandiver, School Board President Daniel G. 
Huberty, Joey Silva, Elisia Alampi, Kristin Rynearson and Trevor Allen.

by Daniel G. Huberty,
Board of Trustees President

Serving on the Humble ISD 
Board of Trustees has given me 
a new perspective on education. 
Don’t get me wrong, I knew a great 
deal about our schools before I was 
elected to the Board and have al-
ways been actively involved in my 
own	children’s	education.	Educa-
tion has always been a priority in 
our family, and I want my children 
to understand that being engaged 
can and will make a difference. 
What	better	way	than	to	emphasize	
that than for them to see me in-
volved at their campuses and at the 
district level.  

As a school board member 
and maybe, especially because I 
am president this year, I want every 
parent to know I have the same 
commitment to your children’s 
education, too.  I have a philosophy 
that we prepare children for life 
when they graduate from Humble 
ISD.  That may mean they are off 
to a two year, four year, or a voca-
tional college.  On the other hand, 
they may enter the work force 
right away or join the military; 
in any case, we need to make 
sure they are prepared for 

whatever life will throw at them on 
any level.   

Humble ISD has programs 
and courses to keep students at 
every level engaged. In this issue, 
you	will	find	how	students	and	
staff shared their hearts to help 
Haiti, how a teacher uses a book 
he wrote to inspire students, and 
how	our	two	new	Glenn	Masterson	
endowed chairs will help teachers 
up their game to improve science 
learning for students. With TAKS 
testing coming soon, there are tips 
for parents who want to make it 
less stressful for their children. Try 
the sample TAKS questions in this 
issue and you will see for yourself 
why students need to be rested and 
ready for this high-stakes test.

We have made excellent prog-
ress over the last year and more 
is to come. Our guiding theme is: 
100% of the students, 100% of 
the time. We owe that to all of our 
children.		Remember,	take	the	time	
to help your children learn, they are 
the foundation to our future.

Humble Independent School District   •   www.humble.k12.tx.us
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April 5 
is a 
school 
day!

As you may remember, 
last summer the state changed a 
testing date after the school dis-
trict’s calendar had been adopted. 
Humble ISD’s April 2010 calendar 
was changed to accommodate the 
state’s testing calendar, so please 
make sure you’ve marked Thurs-
day, April 1, as a student holiday/
teacher work day; Friday, April 2, 
as	the	Good	Friday	holiday,	and	
Monday, April 5 as a regular school 
day.

3

Graduation Dates for 2010 
Atascocita High School ..............................1 p.m., May 29, 2010, Reliant Stadium

Humble High School ................................10 a.m., May 29, 2010, Reliant Stadium 

Kingwood High School.........................7:30 p.m., May 29, 2010, Reliant Stadium 

Kingwood Park High School .....................4 p.m., May 29, 2010, Reliant Stadium 

Quest High School .............................. 7 p.m., June 1, 2010, Humble Civic Center

This 
Publication
won top 
honors in 
the state!

Texas	Schools	Public	Relations	Association	
Gold	Star	Award

Services for students 
with disabilities

Humble ISD is respon-
sible for identifying, locating and 
evaluating all children with dis-
abilities who are in need of special 
education and related services who 
reside and/or are located within 
the school district’s boundaries or 
attend a private school within the 
district’s boundaries, even if they 
are not district residents. 

Children who have a dis-
ability or who are suspected of 
having a disability may be referred 
to Humble ISD through one of the 
following means: 

•	 For	children	of	district	resi-
dents,	who	are	school-age	(3	to	
21), please contact the elemen-
tary, middle, or high school that 
serves your particular neighbor-
hood or location. 

•		 For	children	of	district	residents	
who are below school-age (birth 
through 2 years old), please 
contact	the	Special	Education	
Department	at	281-641-8326	or	
one	of	the	following	ECI	 
Agencies:  
ECI	Keep	Pace	Program	at	281-
397-4000	(all	areas	excluding	
zip	code	77044) 
ECI	Bay	Area	Program	at	281-
838-4477	(all	areas	with	zip	
code area 77044)

•	 For	children	who	are	out	of	
district but attending a private 
school within the district, please 
contact	the	Special	Education	
Office	at	281-641-8410.	

If you are unsure about which 
school would serve your neighbor-
hood or location, or if you are mak-
ing the referral during the summer, 
please	call	the	Special	Education	
Department	at	281-641-8326.	

All	referrals	are	confidential	
and the parent, legal guardian, or 
surrogate parent has the right to 
refuse services.

2009-10 Second Semester
March 15-19 ....................... Spring Vacation
April 1 ..............................Student Holiday

Prof. Growth/Workday
April 2 ...................... Good Friday Holiday
May 31 ...................... Memorial Day Holiday
June 2 ............................ Last Day of School
June 3 .......................Prof. Growth/Workday

Have you received text messages from Humble ISD 
about emergency situations?  You can be a part of this 
communications network by establishing a free account.

How do I sign up?
 The system auto-

matically established 
accounts	for	many	parents	using	data	on	file.	To	see	if	you	have	an	ac-
count, click the Your Schools Insider icon on the district’s home page 
(www.humble.k12.tx.us) and log in using your email address. If the 
system	recognizes	your	address	but	you	don’t	know	your	password,	
click the “I can’t log in” button and your password will be e-mailed 
to	you.	If	your	email	address	is	not	recognized,	you	don’t	have	an	ac-
count. You can easily set one up by following the on-screen  
instructions.

Who can have an account?
 Anyone. Indicate if you are a parent or community member and the 

type of information you want to receive. Be sure to list your children’s 
schools	in	the	“School	Relationships”	field	to	get	news	specifically	
related to those campuses.

2010-11 Calendar
Semester 1 .............. August 23- Dec. 17

Semester 2 ..................... Jan. 4 - June 1

Holidays
Independence Day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 2, 2010
Labor Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 6
Thanksgiving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 24-26
Winter Break  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 20-Jan. 3
MLK Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 17
Spring Break . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 14-18
Good Friday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 22
Memorial Day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 30
Independence Day . . . . . . . . . . . . .July 4, 2011

Prof. Growth/ Workdays for staff -- 
Holidays for students

 August 16-20 February 21

 October 11 April 21

 January 3 June 2

Remaining early release dates
Elementary Schools

March 25, May 20, June 2
Classes are dismissed at the following times:
Pre-K	morning	session,	10	a.m.
Pre-K	afternoon	session	and	Grades	K-5,	11:30	a.m.

Middle Schools
June 1-2

Students	will	be	taking	final	exams.	Classes	will	dismiss	at	noon.

High Schools

AHS, HHS, KHS, KPHS and SCHS: Dates and times for end-of-
year	finals	will	be	announced	by	the	schools.

QHS:	June	1-2
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TAKS dates to know in March/April
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Students in this grade take TAKS on these dates

Grade	3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday, April 27 – Math
Wednesday,	April	28	-	Reading

Grade	4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday,	March	3	-	Writing	
Tuesday, April 27 - Math

Wednesday,	April	28	-	Reading

Grade	5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday, April 6 – Math
Wednesday,	April	7	-	Reading

Thursday, April 29 - Science

Grade	6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday, April 27 - Math
Wednesday,	April	28	-	Reading

Grade	7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wednesday,	March	3	–	Writing
Tuesday, April 27 - Math

Wednesday,	April	28	-	Reading

Grade	8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday, April 6 - Math
Wednesday,	April	7	-	Reading

Thursday, April 29 - Science
Friday,	April	30	-	Social	Studies

Grade	9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday,	March	3	-	Reading	
Thursday, April 29 - Math

Grade	10 . . . . . . . . . . .Wednesday,	March	3	-	English/Language	Arts	
Tuesday, April 27 - Math

Thursday, April 29 - Science
Friday,	April	30	-	Social	Studies

Exit	Level . . . . . . . . . .Wednesday,	March	3	-	English/Language	Arts	
Wednesday, April 28 - Math
Thursday, April 29 - Science

Friday,	April	30	-	Social	Studies

Students	have	their	first	opportunity	to	pass	Exit	Level	tests	in	
Grade	11.

These dates affect the vast majority of students. Students may 
test on additional dates for a variety of reasons, including special 
education,	needing	a	specialized	test,	making	up	a	missed	test,	re-
testing	to	pass	a	test	or	taking	a	field	test.

There will be no TAKS testing on March 2 because some 
schools	are	used	as	polling	sites	for	the	Primary	Election.

Test yourself on TAKS!
 Here are some TAKS questions taken from previous years’ tests:

Q. A school bus had 16 seats. There were 2 children sitting on each 
seat.	At	the	first	bus	stop	8	children	got	off	the	bus.	How	many	
children were left on the bus? Mark your answer.

  A.  26          B.  24          C.  6         D.  2

Answer:	B,	Grade	3	Math

Q. The chart shows the results of an investigation. Which question 
could be answered from these data?

 F.  Does electricity prevent rust?
 G.  Will a glowing lightbulb get hot?
 H.  How long will a battery work?
 J.  Which materials conduct electricity?

Answer:		J,	Grade	5	Science

Q. What geographic feature was established as a boundary for western 
settlement	by	the	Proclamation	of	1763?

	 	 F.		 Hudson	River
	 	 G.		 Appalachian	Mountains
	 	 H.		 Rocky	Mountains
	 	 J.		 Great	Lakes

Answer:	G,	Grade	8	Social	Studies

 (22) As the trophies were being awarded, I listened respectful, 
applauding each winner as his or her name was called.

Q.  What change should be made in sentence 22?

  A.  Delete the comma after awarded
  B.  Change respectful to respectfully
  C.  Change applauding to aplauding
  D.  Change was to were

Answer	B,	Grade	10	English	Language	Arts

Q.  A person uses a force of 600 N to lift a box from the ground to the 
top	of	the	ramp	shown.	Another	worker	uses	a	force	of	300	N	to	
push the same box up the complete length of the ramp. What is the 
approximate	percent	efficiency	of	the	ramp?

  A.  17%
	 	 B.		 23%
  C.  77%
	 	 D.		 83%

Answer	C,	Exit	Level	Science
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STAAR to replace TAKS in 2011-2012
Texas	Commissioner	of	Education	Robert	Scott	announced	the	next	

generation of student tests will be called the State of Texas Assessments of 
Academic	Readiness	or	STAAR.	STAAR	will	replace	the	Texas	Assess-
ment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS), which is the criterion-reference 
assessment	program	that	has	been	in	place	since	2003.	

The	STAAR	name,	pronounced	the	same	as	star,	will	be	used	for	the	
12	end-of-course	assessments	mandated	by	SB	1031	in	2007	and	the	new	
grade	3-8	assessments	mandated	by	HB	3	in	the	2009	legislative	session.

The new tests will begin in the 2011-2012 school year. Students in 
the	graduating	Class	of	2015,	currently	seventh	graders,	will	be	the	first	
students who must meet the end-of-course testing requirements, as well as 
pass their classes, in order to earn a diploma.

The	new	tests	will	be	significantly	more	rigorous	than	previous	tests	
and will measure a child’s performance, as well as academic growth. 
The	grade	3-8	STAAR	tests	in	reading	and	mathematics,	by	law,	must	be	
linked	from	grade	to	grade	to	performance	expectations	for	the	English	III	
and Algebra II end-of-course assessments.

Scott also said the last TAKS-based accountability ratings will be is-
sued	in	2011.	Ratings	will	be	suspended	in	2012	while	a	new	accountabil-
ity	system	is	developed.		The	new	state	rating	system	will	debut	in	2013.

Source: Texas Education Agency

Tips for students

Teachers in Humble ISD 
believe that academic excellence 
is our #1 job. With that in mind, 
students typically are very well 
prepared for testing.

Therefore, it is extremely 
important that all students attend 
school every day.

Real	learning	occurs	over	a	
period of time. The more effort and 
energy you put into learning, the 
more likely it is that you will do 
well on test day.

Be sure to get a good night’s 
rest before the test and in the days 
leading up to it. You can’t think 
clearly when you are tired. Also, be 
sure to eat a nutritious breakfast on 
the morning of the test. You won’t 
be at your best if you are hungry or 
sluggish.

Make sure that you have set 

Tips to help students earn their best scores
aside adequate 
time for studying 
over a period of 
days. Don’t cram 
the night before 
an important test. 
That will only 
make you feel 
tired and anx-
ious. If you feel 
anxious about an 
upcoming test, 
try to do some-
thing pleasant, like take a walk or 
play a family game. Sticking to fa-
miliar activities provides comfort.

Arrive early to school, instead 
of barely on time, on the day of big 
tests. You will feel more relaxed 
if you have time to settle into the 
school day.

When taking the test, pay 
close attention to one question at 
a time. This kind of concentration 

reduces anxiety. 
If you come to a 
question you don’t 
know how to an-
swer, don’t worry 
too much about 
it. Take your best 
guess and move 
on. You may have 
time to come back 
and look at those 
questions again.

Don’t worry 
about	students	who	finish	the	test	
before	you.	Just	take	the	time	you	
need to do your best.

Keep the test in perspective. It 
may be an important test, but it still 
only one test.

Tips for parents

Parents	should	expose	their	
children to a variety of reading ma-

terials,	such	as	books,	magazines	
and newspapers. When reading, 
children often come across new 
words. Some of these words may 
be on the test.

Parents	need	to	provide	
students with a quiet, comfortable 
place to study at home.

As test day approaches, ask 
your children if they fear anything 
about	the	test.	People	often	feel	
better after voicing their concerns.

Try to maintain a positive 
home environment during testing 
periods. Avoid unnecessary con-
flicts	with	your	children.

Parents	should	discuss	the	
importance of the tests with their 
children, but in a cheerful and con-
fident	tone.	When	sending	children	
off to school, offer words of en-
couragement and support. You will 
want your children to feel relaxed 
and	confident.

Mark Your Calendar !
8th Annual Humble ISD/Lonestar College-Kingwood 

Saturday
April 24, 2010
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Lonestar College

Kingwood Campus

Free creative 
family fun including

hands-on creation stations
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Greentree	Elementary

Kingwood	Park	High	School

♥ Kingwood Park HS students display a few of the 
1,600 pairs of flip flops they collected in partnership 
with Foster and Elm Grove elementary schools. 
Students even decorated the flip flops. The shoes 
will be distributed through Buckner International. 

♥ Willow Creek 
Elementary School 
fourth grader Anje 
Potgieter shaves 
the head of teacher 
Oliver Durken. 
Mr. Durken 
volunteered to have 
his head shaved 
if participation in 
several fundraising 
projects – 
including Hats for 
Haiti, Pajama Day, 
and Crazy Hair 
Day – brought in 
$6,000 in donations. WCE collected more than $10,000.

♥ Woodland Hills Elementary School 
teachers and students show off the 

hats they wore to 
school through 
Hats for Haiti. 
Students donated 
to participate.

♥ iSupport Haiti 
T-shirt and wristband 
sales at Atascocita 
High School brought 
in more than $7,000!

Humble Independent School District   •   www.humble.k12.tx.us

♥ Deerwood Elementary School fifth-
grader Cody Black (picutred holding 
large poster) spearheaded a fund raiser to 
help build a new school in Haiti through 
Endeavor to Develop Education-Haiti. 
Families donated cash and CiCi’s Pizza 
donated a portion of sales one night. 

Humble	ISD	responded	to	horrific	tragedy	in	Haiti	by	setting	and	
exceeding	a	district	goal	of	raising	$35,000	(representing	$1	per	Humble	
ISD	student)	for	charities	benefiting	earthquake	recovery.	More	than	
$70,000 has been raised. These photos represent a sampling of the activi-
ties that have been occurring in schools throughout the district. Check 
www.humble.k12.tx.us for the latest updates.



Your SCHOOLS           March 2010

Humble Independent School District   •   www.humble.k12.tx.us

7

 Jorge	Garza,	a	volunteer	
mentor	at	River	Pines	Elementary,	
was one of 15 honored by the State 
Board	of	Education	this	year	with	a	
“Heroes to Children Award.” 

Garza’s	story	is	an	inspiration.	
He was born in Mexico to a fam-
ily of migrant workers who went to 
Wisconsin every summer to work in 
the	fields.	Despite	the	travel,	Garza	
never missed school. “My parents 
knew the importance of educa-
tion and always made sure that we 
returned	in	time	for	the	first	day	of	
school,” he said.

After	high	school	Garza	joined	
the Marine Corps, serving for more 
than 12 years. During that time he 
met his wife, Amanda, who was 
also a Marine. He took night classes 
at various colleges where he was 
stationed, eventually getting his 
bachelor’s degree in psychology and 
criminal justice.

After leaving the Marines, he 
signed	up	for	the	Houston	Police	
Department Academy in 2006 and 
has	served	as	an	HPD	officer	ever	
since. He also joined the Army 
Reserves,	and	is	currently	serving	
in Iraq. 

Garza	believes	it’s	important	
to start working with children early, 
before they start getting into trouble. 
“His attitude and thinking is that he 
wants to work with children while 
they’re young because he doesn’t 
want to see the repercussions of 
their bad choices as a police of-

River Pines mentor receives state volunteer award

ficer,”	said	Amanda	Garza,	Jorge’s	
wife	and	River	Pines	Elementary	
School’s librarian. 

Before being deployed to Iraq, 
Garza	met	weekly	with	the	children	
he	mentored	for	30	minutes.	He	
talked with the kids about every-
thing from their family to books 

he’s	read	that	are	significant	to	him.	
Sometimes he brought students’ 
lunch or went outside and played 
soccer with them. But the main ben-
efit	to	the	kids	was	having	someone	
talk with them.

Garza’s	mentoring	has	been	so	
successful that some of the chil-
dren he’s worked with have be-
come mentors of sorts themselves. 
Principal	Betsy	Cross	said	some	
of the students have been known 
to volunteer to help other children 
resolve issues.

Meanwhile,	Garza	has	man-
aged to do some mentoring even 
while	serving	in	Iraq.	One	of	River	
Pines’	bilingual	3rd	grade	classes	
sent him a Flat Stanley doll for him 
to take pictures with around Iraq. 
Recently	Garza	held	a	conversation	
with a class via a Skype connection.  
“I really enjoy being able to provide 
students an environment where they 
can express their thoughts and feel-
ings regarding issues they are going 
through,” he said. “At the same 
time, I show them that they have 
the power to choose to not follow 
bad	influences	at	home	or	in	their	
community.” 

Many students will remember the 2009-2010 school year as special because it 
snowed! Among those delighted with the rare precipitation on Dec. 4 were these 
Greentree second graders in Terisa Spencer’s class.

Administaff 
Observatory
Public 
Viewing 
Nights

 Offered monthly

	 Specialized	telescopes	for	viewing	the	moon,	planets,	
nebulae and star clusters

 A retractable roof that protects equipment, but allows  
access to the night sky
Located	at	Jack	Fields	Sr.	Elementary,	2505	South	Houston	Avenue	

in Humble, the Administaff Observatory is the result of the Humble ISD 
Education	Foundation	Challenge	Your	Dreams	campaign.	Check	the	view-
ing schedule at www.humble.k12.tx.us/observatory.htm.

Jorge Garza, a school mentor, was honored by the State Board of Education.
Now in Iraq, he continues to help -- such as when he took Flat Stanley on a 
helicopter ride. Students practice letter writing by mailing Flat Stanley cutouts to 
friends and relatives. The recipient then mails Flat Stanley back with photos and 
information about where Stanley visited.
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PBK	Architects

Teacher uses book he authored to inspire students
When Atascocita High School 

history teacher Mark Scalia talks 
to his students about World War II, 
he really knows what he’s talking 
about. In fact, you might say he 
wrote the book on it. 

Scalia keeps a promotional 
poster	of	his	book,	“Germany’s	
Last	Mission	to	Japan:	the	Failed	
Voyage	of	U-234,”	on	a	wall	in	his	
classroom. He says it’s not there 
for him to brag, but to inspire his 
students. Scalia believes the story 
of how his book was published is a 
great example for students of what 
they can accomplish by getting a 
good education.

The book, published in 2000, 
tells	the	story	of	a	German	subma-
rine, or U-boat, and its attempt to 
transport critical cargo and per-
sonnel	from	Germany	to	Japan.	
The voyage took place just as the 
Germans	were	poised	to	surrender	
to the Allies in early 1945.

The	commander	of	U-234	
eventually surrendered to the Amer-
icans	after	Germany’s	surrender,	
and it was then that the Americans 
discovered the cargo that many 
historians	focus	on	when	analyzing	
the voyage: 560 kg of uranium ox-
ide. The discovery sparked fears at 
the time that the Axis powers were 
making progress in developing 
an atomic bomb. But Scalia said 
his research for the book revealed 
that those fears were mostly due 
to paranoia. “I think the value of 
the book is that with the research 
involved, we’ve disproved those 
theories,” he said. He explained 
that the most important cargo on 
U-234	was	actually	some	of	the	
people	who	were	heading	to	Japan,	
including engineers and experts in 
weapons manufacturing. The list of 
cargo also included a large amount 
of high-tech weaponry. Scalia 
writes about the dramatic voyage 
in	the	first	half	of	the	book,	while	

the second half deals with what 
the Americans found on board the 
submarine after its capture.

Scalia did not originally 
intend to write a book at all. In fact, 
he	came	upon	the	story	of	U-234	
accidentally. As a graduate student 
at Louisiana Tech University, he 
was	researching	Camp	Ruston,	
a	World	War	II	POW	camp	lo-
cated	in	Ruston,	Louisiana.	Scalia	
knew when Allied forces captured 
enemy ships they 
would typically 
keep units together. 
While looking over 
records for the 
crew of another 
submarine, he saw 
that someone from 
U-234	had	been	
held with members 
of the other crew. 
Scalia knew that was highly unusu-
al, so he began investigating why. 
He eventually discovered the man 
was being kept away from other 
U-234	crew	for	his	own	protection.	
As it turned out, that crew member 
told American interrogators every-

thing he knew 
about the cargo  
on	board	U-234,	
and the rest of the crew wanted to 
kill him.

That academic diversion led 
Scalia to the eventual focus of his 
master’s thesis. Once completed, a 
professor told him he should try to 
get it published. Scalia had served 
in the Navy, so he approached the 
Naval Institute, which agreed to 

publish his book. 
That led to another 
five	years	of	re-
search, including vis-
its	to	both	Germany	
and	Japan,	weeks	of	
going through boxes 
of material at the 
National Archives 
and the Bureau of 
Naval Intelligence 

and numerous oral interviews in the 
United	States,	Germany	and	Japan.

Scalia had some trouble get-
ting information for the book in 
Germany	and	Japan.	He	said	many	
of	the	crew	members	of	U-234	that	
he tracked down were reluctant 

to help an American investigate 
events of World War II, fearing the 
researcher would try to put them 
and their country in an unfavor-
able light. But because the book 
recounts events occurring from the 
German	and	Japanese	perspective,	
he said they eventually became 
eager to tell him their story.

The Naval Institute sent 
Scalia on a book tour after it was 

published, and he has made 
some money from sales, al-
though “I’m still teaching, so 
it obviously wasn’t that much 
money.” The book has sold 
internationally as far away as 
Beijing, China. Sales were 
especially	brisk	in	Germany	
and	Great	Britain.	“The	thing	
about this book is that you’re 
not going to make a bestseller 
or make a movie out of it, it’s 
for the academic preservation 

of history,” he said. “It makde me 
become an expert when I didn’t 
intend to become an expert.”

After the book was released, 
Scalia said he didn’t expect the 
reaction he got from his students. 
They were impressed their teacher 
was a published author. He said it’s 
a different feeling to have written a 
book as a high school teacher, be-
cause college students know nearly 
all of their professors have written 
books. Scalia says the great value 
of his book comes from giving him 
credibility about what he’s teach-
ing. He also uses the book to show 
his students what they can achieve 
by continuing their education. “I 
try to use it as motivation; this is 
where your education can lead 
you,” he said.

Scalia hopes his literary 
success will continue to help him 
inspire and relate to the young 
people he teaches. “It helps you 
build relationships on a different 
level with students,” he said.

“I try to use it as 
motivation; this 
is where your 
education can 

lead you.” 
–Mark Scalia

Mark Scalia, pictured with AHS juniors Christian Forbes 
and Staci Foster, is Atascocita High School’s Teacher of the 
Year for 2009-2010.
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New Endowed Chairs focus on science
Humble ISD is taking an idea 

you might usually associate with 
colleges and universities and using 
it to improve science learning in 
elementary school.

The district added two 
endowed positions to focus on el-
ementary science learning. The po-
sitions are the result of a $450,000 
pledge from Waste Management 
to	the	Humble	ISD	Education	
Foundation,	establishing	the	Glenn	
Masterson	Endowed	Chairs	for	
Elementary	Science	Education.	The	
goal is to advance science instruc-
tion, application and achievement.

The focus of the positions is 
to provide interactive, research-
based science learning targeting 
four	elementary	schools:	River	
Pines,	Park	Lakes,	North	Belt	
and Fall Creek. These schools are 
located near Waste Management’s 
Atascocita	Landfill.

The	grant	is	named	for	Glenn	
Masterson, a Waste Management 
employee for over 27 years and 
active member of the Humble com-
munity.	Organizations	Masterson	
has been involved with include 
Rotary,	Good	Oil	Days	and	the	
Chamber of Commerce. “He and 
his	wife	Rosie	have	been	involved	
in the community in many ways 
and we felt that certainly this was a 
great	way	to	recognize	him	for	his	
efforts,” Don Smith, Waste Man-
agement	Area	Vice	President,	said.

Stephanie Fisher
Stephanie Fisher is working 

as	Endowed	Chair	Educator	after	
years in the district as a classroom 
teacher, science lab teacher and 
elementary science instructional 
coach. She was Humble ISD’s 
Elementary	Teacher	of	the	Year	and	
Region	4	Teacher	of	the	Year	in	
2006. “This tapped into my passion 
of science learning for elementary 
students	and	it’s	kind	of	a	trailblaz-

ing challenge,” she said, adding 
that she’s not aware of endowed 
chair positions at any other 
school district.

 Fisher is creating 
and implementing special 

events to provide hands-

on science learning for 
students, as well as faculty, 
parents and families.

One event Fisher is 
organizing	is	a	Science	Cir-
cus. The program is travel-
ing to all four elementary 
campuses throughout the 
year as a night of fun and 
science learning for both 
students and parents. Dur-
ing the event, classrooms 
are turned into portable 
science stations, with fami-
lies exploring a variety of science 
topics. Fisher said families receive 
science “goodie bags” at the end of 
the night, so they can continue to 
explore what they’ve learned when 
they return home.

“Science especially taps into 
students’ natural curiosity of the 
world around them,” she said. “Our 
goal is to expose students to oppor-
tunities and enrichment that other-
wise would not have been afforded 
to them without the funding.”

Dr. Alan Sowards
Dr. Alan Sowards, a profes-

sor of K-8 science education at 
Stephen F. Austin State University, 
is	the	Endowed	Chair	Researcher.	
He is working with Humble ISD 
teachers on environmental sci-

ence education, then conducting 
research on how those lessons are 
being retained by teachers, students 
and their families.

Dr.	Sowards	emphasizes	what	
he	calls	“Place-based	education,”	
or learning in the context of your 
local	community.	He	says	his	first	
step is to hold professional devel-
opment seminars with Humble 
ISD elementary school teachers. 
He plans to take them to Waste 
Management’s Atascocita Land-
fill,	show	them	how	to	take	water	
samples and help them construct 
gardens on their campuses. 

One educational plan Dr. So-
wards will be working with teach-
ers	on	is	called	Waste	In	Place.	It’s	
a curriculum developed by teach-
ers, for teachers. It’s geared toward 
getting	children	to	recognize	not	
just the issues in their community’s 
environment, but how they can 
be personally involved in helping 
solve them. “We want more than 
awareness; we want them to see 
that they can act on these environ-
mental concerns,” he said.

Dr. Sowards hopes the end re-
sult	of	the	Endowed	Chair	positions	
will be a community that is better 
informed about its environment and 
science learning in general. Be-
cause in the end, he says, improved 
scientific	knowledge	will	help	
everyone. “We’re all scientists; we 
all have to problem-solve every 
day,” he said.

North Belt fourth grader 
Jaquelinee Gaona, with 
dad Israel and brother 
Jason, check out Tornado 
Tubes at North Belt 
Elementary School’s 
Science Circus. More 
than 800 people enjoyed 
North Belt’s Science 
Circus, which allowed 
families to experience all 
types of hands-on science 
learning at stations 
spread throughout the 
school.

Stephanie Fisher Dr. Alan Sowards

Humble Independent School District   •   www.humble.k12.tx.us
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Humble will open its 26th elementary 
school in August. The campus, whose name 
is	pending,	is	under	construction	in	the	Eagle	
Springs	subdivision	on	Valley	Lodge	Parkway.	
Attendance boundaries are expected to be ap-
proved by the Board of Trustees in April. Check 
www.humble.k12.tx.us for updates.

Kathy	Shealy,	who	was	Humble	Elemen-
tary	School’s	principal	until	January,	has	been	

appointed	principal.	Elementary	#26	will	be	a	two-story,	113,985	square-
foot building designed to serve 950 students.

The building will include “demonstration pieces” designed for 
hands-on math and science lessons. Special features include interactive 
kiosks with real-time and historical data about the building’s energy us-
age; rainwater collection and solar panels; and waste management sys-
tems	that	emphasize	recycling.	In	this	way,	the	building	itself	will	be	a	
tool of learning.

10
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hOustOn AstrOs Are On the Bus!

Excitement	is	building	for	Woodcreek	
Middle School! The school, under construc-
tion in the southern portion of Summerwood, is 
scheduled to open in August 2010. 

The mascot is the Lion and the colors are 
red and black. The school is located at 14600 

Woodson	Park	Drive,	
near Beltway 8.

Woodcreek 
Middle will serve 
students	residing	in	the	attendance	zones	for	Fall	
Creek	Elementary,	Summerwood	Elementary,	
Lakeshore	Elementary	and	a	portion	of	Park	
Lakes	Elementary’s	attendance	zone.	

Thyrun Hurst has been appointed principal. 
He comes to Woodcreek from Atascocita Middle 
School, where he was principal. 

Principal Thyrun Hurst

Woodcreek Middle School 
opens in August

Elementary Number 26 
opens in August

Principal Kathy Shealy

Atascocita noted nationally for growth
Did you know Atascocita is among the nation’s most notable 

high-growth areas? Atascocita ranked second, behind Braselton, 
Ga.,	on	a	growth	ranking	recently	released	by	The	Gadberry	Group.	
Gadberry	Group	provides	location	intelligence	services	and	data	for	
the world’s top retail brands. Four of the nine suburbs on the national 
ranking	were	in	Texas,	including:	Atascocita-2;	Katy-5;	Mansfield	
(Fort Worth suburb)-7; and Wylie (Dallas suburb)-8.
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Quest Early College High School students will earn college credit while focusing 
on career goals. Pictured are Quest senior Sylvina Castillo and junior Ashley 
Padilla.

Quest Early College 
High School will offer 
families the opportunity 
to save on college costs. 
Pictured are Quest 
seniors Pete Castillo 
and Monica Hogue.

ISD, but with a student’s ability to 
earn college credit, families could 
save thousands of dollars. For 
example, if a student earned two 
years of college credit, the family 
could	save	$13,100,	based	on	the	
cost of public higher education.

Many elements in the Quest 
ECHS	program	will	be	recognized	
by those familiar with the current 
structure of Quest High School. 
The student body will be limited 
to about 100 students per grade to 
maintain a small personal learning 
environment. Quest will continue 
to have its families. Families are 
smaller groups of students from 
various grade levels that come 
together for activities and lessons. 
The school also will continue its 
emphasis on service learning.

Quest educators see the early 
college concept as an opportu-
nity for students to achieve their 
college-going dreams by preparing 
students academically, as well as 
with skills they will need in higher 
education such as how to talk to a 
professor; how to use college re-
sources such as a library, career or 
writing labs; how to manage their 
time; and how to connect their col-

lege learning to their career goals. 
“There will be more of a focus on 
careers and how they relate to a 
student’s classes and majors,” said 
Kim	Huseman,	Quest	Early	Col-

Quest to become early college high school
Applications are now being 

accepted from eighth-graders for 
Quest	Early	College	High	School.	
Students accepted into the program 
for 2010-2011 will participate in 
an	intensive,	specialized	program	
that allows them to complete high 
school and up to two years of col-
lege or an associate’s degree.

Although any 8th grader may 
apply,	Quest	ECHS	especially	
targets students who are tradition-
ally under-represented in America’s 
universities.	Early	college	is	
supported by the Bill and Me-
linda	Gates	Foundation	and	targets	
first-generation	college	goers,	low	
income students, minority students 
and	English	language	learners.	
Quest was awarded $450,000 over 
two and a half years to develop and 
implement the program.

Currently located at Summer 
Creek	High	School,	Quest	ECHS	
will move to a satellite Lone Star 
College-Kingwood facility on West 
Lake	Houston	Parkway	in	the	fall	
of 2011. Here students will get a 
true sense of the collegiate culture. 
Free Humble ISD district bus trans-
portation will be offered.

One of the most attractive 

benefits	of	Quest	ECHS	is	the	
chance for families to save money 
on college education. Attending the 
school will be free of charge, just 
as with any other school in Humble 

lege liaison. “We will not just focus 
on college, but preparing for life 
beyond college.”

Although	Quest	ECHS	will	
be different from a traditional high 
school, it will still have the feel 
of a high school. Quest will have 
clubs and social activities, includ-
ing prom and other dances. “What 
we are offering is not just two years 
of free college,” said Kim Klep-
cyk,	Quest	ECHS	principal,	“but	
a blended high school and college 
experience in a nurturing small 
school environment.”

Quest	ECHS	can	provide	
some	amazing	opportunities	to	suc-
ceed, but it also means making sac-
rifices.	Quest	ECHS	students	will	
not be able to participate in UIL 
activities. The program is heavily 
focused on academics, and it is not 
realistic for a student to accept the 
time commitment of being part of 
a UIL activity. Students should be 
prepared to study several hours a 
night after school. Students will 
be required to take a test to show 
college readiness before taking any 
college-level courses. 

 “This is an intensive pro-
gram, and we don’t want to give 
the impression that they can do ev-

erything.	They	have	to	prioritize,”	
Klepcyk said. 

Teachers will be held to a 
higher standard as well. Half of its 
teachers will have their master’s 
degrees by the time school begins 
next fall. The rest will be required 
to complete their master’s in four 
years, along with additional hours 
in	their	graduate	field	of	study.

The early college educational 
model is gaining ground across the 
country and Texas, with 41 such 
schools, has become a leader in 
developing the program. 

How to apply 
Applications are available 

online on the Quest website 
http://www.humbleisd.net/qhs 
or from your child’s 8th grade 
counselor.	Return	the	completely	
filled	out	application	to	your	
child’s 8th grade counselor by 
April 1. All applications will 
be reviewed and placed on a 
matrix. Qualifying students and 
their parents will be interviewed 
by Quest Admissions. For more 
information,	please	call	QECHS	
New Student Coordinator Mitsy 
Stumpf	at	281-641-7338	or	visit	
the Quest website. 
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What does an accurate count of residents do for our community? 
Better infrastructure. More services. A brighter tomorrow for everyone. 
The information the census collects helps to determine how more than 
$400 billion dollars of federal funding each year is spent on infrastructure 
and services like:

* Schools 
* Hospitals
*	Job	training	centers
* Bridges, tunnels and other-public works projects
*	Emergency	services
*	Number	of	seats	our	state	has	in	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives

It's easy. It's important. It's safe.
www.2010.census.gov/2010census/ 
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