
  
 
 

 
Houston Grand Opera presents The Pearl Fishers 

Friday, February 8 
(Optional activity for students) 

HGO Itinerary 
4:15 PM  Meet at SCHS 
4:30 PM  Leave SCHS 
5:15 PM  Arrive at Hard Rock Cafe – 502 Texas Street, Houston, TX  77002 (Bring money for dinner.) 
6:30 PM  Leave Restaurant & walk to Theater 
7:00 PM  Arrive at HGO Wortham Center and find seats, etc. 
7:30 PM  Show begins (running time approximately 2 hours and 40 minutes) 
10:30 PM  Return to SCHS 
11:00 PM  Arrive at SCHS 
 

 

Where: Brown Theater, The Wortham Theater Center.  501 Texas Street, Houston, TX 77002 

Cost: Tickets are $25 which pays for the tickets and a bus.  If we only have a few students who want to go and enough 
cars/parents to provide transportation, then I will reimburse the extra $5 and tickets will only be $20.  Parents are invited.  
They will need to pay $25 for their tickets as well. 

What to wear:  Students should dress up.  No jeans!  Men should wear a tie.  

More info: https://www.houstongrandopera.org/thepearlfishers 

About the Opera: (from HGO website) A rarely performed gem of the opera world, The Pearl Fishers, is noted for its 
extraordinary musical beauty. Composed 12 years before Bizet's masterwork Carmen, this opera tells the story of two best 
friends and the bond that is interrupted by the arrival of a priestess to bless the pearl harvest. This romantic love triangle 
between the best friends and the priestess lead to dramatic consequences. 
 
International stars Mariusz Kwiecień and Lawrence Brownlee lead the cast and come together to perform The Pearl 
Fishers duet, widely recognized as one of the most beautiful and famous duets in opera. The colorful, eye-popping 
production designed by Zandra Rhodes will transport you to a fantasy-inspired version of the island of Ceylon. 

Synopsis:  (from HGO website) 

ACT I - A seashore on Ceylon 
There is a short prelude after which the curtain rises on a group of fishermen and their families working, singing, and 
dancing. When Zurga enters and reminds them it is time to select a leader, they choose him. They agree to give him 
absolute power and he accepts. Nadir—a young fisherman and former friend of Zurga’s—appears, and they joyfully greet 
each other. 

Left alone, Zurga and Nadir recall their former rivalry over the beautiful priestess Leïla and how, to save their friendship, 
they swore never to see her again. They are interrupted by news of the arrival of a veiled woman who, to ward off evil 
spirits, is to pray for fishermen at sea. She is accompanied by the high priest, Nourabad, and is welcomed by the people. 
Zurga has her swear that she will remain veiled and chaste; if she does so, she will be rewarded with the finest pearl 
found—if not, she will die. The woman is Leïla, and in spite of her veil, she and Nadir recognize each other. After she 
reaffirms her vows and is led to the temple by Nourabad, all leave except Nadir. He tells how he has dreamt of her and 
followed her here. He falls asleep, and Leïla appears on a rock above the shore. When he wakes, she removes her veil, and 
they sing of their love. 
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ACT II - That evening, in front of the temple  
The fishermen have returned safely, and Leïla is released from her vigil for the evening. Nourabad reminds her of her vow, 
and she tells him she has always been faithful, even when faced with death. When she was a child, in spite of being 
threatened with knives, she helped a fugitive escape. He rewarded her with a necklace. 

Alone in the temple, she senses Nadir’s presence. When he appears, she admits her love, but she pleads with him to leave; it 
is dangerous for him to be with her. It is too late; Nourabad has seen him, and Nadir is captured. Although Nourabad and 
the crowd call for the lovers’ death, Zurga reminds them that he has sole power and will be merciful. When Nourabad tears 
the veil from Leïla, Zurga realizes that Nadir has betrayed their vow. His mercy changing to rage, he swears revenge. 

ACT III - Scene 1, Zurga’s tent 
Zurga regrets the rage and jealousy that has made him condemn his old friend. Leïla comes to beg for Nadir's life. Although 
he had planned to spare them, his jealousy when he realizes she loves Nadir leads him to order their death. Before she is led 
off, Leïla produces her necklace, asking that it be sent to her mother. Zurga recognizes it—he is the fugitive she saved as a 
girl! 

Scene 2, The place of execution 
Anticipating the execution, the villagers perform a frenzied dance. As Leïla and Nadir are led to the funeral pyre, a red light 
appears in the sky. Nourabad thinks it is the dawn, but Zurga announces that the village is on fire. As the people rush off to 
save their homes and children, Zurga tells the lovers that he set the fire; the necklace was his. He is repaying his debt to 
Leïla by setting them free. 

  

What is considered common courtesy when attending an opera? 

 Turn off wristwatch alarms, cell phones, and beepers for the duration of the show. We’ll remind you again with an 
announcement before the performance. If you are concerned about missing an emergency call, please leave your 
name or device and seat location with an usher and we will alert you if a call comes through.   

 Be modest with your use of fragrances as some patrons may have allergies.   
 Wait until intermission or after the performance to discuss the show. Even whispers carry!   
 Unwrap throat-lozenges and hard candies before the performance begins. Because of the theater’s excellent 

acoustics, even the smallest sounds carry. One crinkly wrapper can affect the opera experience of others.   
 If you have a complaint about another guest, please tell an usher rather than approaching the person yourself.  

 


