
Quest Early College High School 
receives national award  

 

From left, Kim Klepcyk, Quest Early College High School principal; Dr. Gene Carter, ASCD executive director; Dr. Guy Sconzo, 

Humble ISD superintendent, Molly --- at the ASCD Whole Child Initiative 2011 Vision in Action award presentation March 8.  
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In the first year since Quest High School earned the Early College High School designation, it was recently 

honored as the 2011 winner of ASCD’s annual Vision in Action: ASCD Whole Child Award. 

Representatives from ASCD presented Quest Early College High School and Principal Kim Klepcyk with an 

award in a special presentation March 8 for the school’s initiative to focus on the whole child to be 

successful beyond the academic spectrum. 

“Our association focuses on the need of the child by focusing on the whole child by creating learners who 

are knowledgeable, artistically inclined, civically active, physically healthy and ready for the world beyond 

school,” Dr. Gene Carter, executive director of ASCD, said before the presentation. 

According to Carter, The Whole Child Intiative was formed in 2006 when a group was commissioned to 

come together to brainstorm and think what changes could be made in education to focus on the whole 

child. 

Representatives from the private sector, education, international sectors and even a middle school student 

worked together to chose a winner of the Vision in Action award. They chose Quest Early College High 

School. 



The list of five tenants was developed, and have been the basis of choosing yearly Vision in Action award 

winners, since the beginning of the awards program in 2010. 

“We all had conversations about teaching and learning where we set up a list of tenets to use a guide for our 

association. ASCD focuses on five tenets of the Whole Child Initiative, which is why we selected Quest as 

the 2011 winner,” Carter said. 

To be considered for the award, Quest Early College High School had to meet these tenets: 

1. Each student enters school healthy and learns about and practices a healthy lifestyle. 

2. Each student learns in an intellectually challenging environment that is physically and emotionally safe for 

students and adults. 

3. Each student is actively engaged in learning and is connected to the school and broader community. 

4. Each student has access to personalized learning and is supported by qualified, caring adults. 

5. Each graduate is challenged academically and prepared for success in college or further study and for 

employment in a global environment. 

“It is an honor for us to recognize a school like Quest Early College High School because of their hard work 

and focus on their students in regards to the five tenets that each child is healthy, safe, engaged, supported 

and challenged,” Molly McCloskey, Whole Child Programs managing director, said. 

According to a press release about the school’s recent recognition, from its inception in 1994, Quest Early 

College founders envisioned a school that would not only address the academic needs of its students, but 

also the emotional, social and civic needs. 

Quest’s student advisory program provides a safe place for all students to belong, the wellness program 

promotes both physical and social well-being, and the school’s service learning and internship programs 

directly connect the school to the broader learning community. 

Academically, Quest students must master a rigorous curriculum. The Early College program prepares 

students for college readiness and the ability to be successful in all aspects of the college environment and 

for the world after school. 

“We were completely blown away by Quest Early College High School’s dedication to students and after 

speaking with several of the students, how articulate, fun and knowledgeable each of them are,” Carter 

added. 

Several students shared why they decided to attend Quest Early College High School and how it has helped 

them including freshman Justice Caldwell who has already earned college credit. 

“It is an accomplishment and can attest to our work with students as we work to make our school a 

community and develop meaningful relationships. We intellectually challenge each of our students as well as 

focus on physical health and development. We are more than honored to receive this award,” Klepcyk said. 



As the winner, five team members from Quest received an all-expenses-paid trip to ASCD’s annual 

conference in San Francisco later this month and will be featured on an upcoming ASCD Whole Child 

podcast. 

For more information about Quest Early College High School, log on to www.humbleisd.net/qhs. 

For more information about ASCD Whole Child Initiative, log on to www.wholechildeducation.org. 


