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Kim Klepcyk, Quest Early College High School principal.  
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This month will start the first school year for Quest Early College High School, a project 
intended to make higher education more accessible by allowing students to earn college 
credits and their diplomas simultaneously. 

Incoming freshmen, the class of 2014, will be able to earn an Associate’s degree or up to 60 
hours of credit toward a Bachelor’s degree free of charge through a partnership between 
Humble Independent School District and Lone Star College-Kingwood. 

Quest opened in January 1994 as a small school serving students who were struggling, for 
various reasons, at Humble ISD’s larger high schools.  

First among many big changes for Quest in its new format, said principal Kim Klepcyk, is the 
population it serves.  

Now targeted will be students underrepresented at universities — first-generation college 
students, minorities and the less affluent. Class sizes will rise (50 seniors graduated last 
spring, Klepcyk said; 85 freshman will enter this month), and all new teachers must have or 
be working toward master’s degrees, allowing them to teach the dual-credit courses central to 
the program.  

This transition was simply the next logical step in Quest’s evolution, Klepcyk said.  



“We saw the need for more rigor in our school and we saw how successful these early 
colleges were being,” she said. “We’ve always been on the cutting edge trying to do 
something different for students, to give them an option to a traditional high school.” 

Quest is housed within Summer Creek High School, at 14000 Weckford Blvd. It is one of 
more than 200 early colleges to have opened nationwide since 2002, according to the Early 
College High School Initiative’s Web site. 

The Texas Education Agency decided to encourage this expansion by offering grants to 
interested campuses. Humble ISD applied, and was awarded the grant in December.  

Klepcyk refers to the old model as “Quest classic” and the new format as “Quest on steroids.” 

The shift has been perceived differently by different groups, Klepcyk said. Incoming students 
are ecstatic, but some existing students are concerned the change will alter the school’s 
unique culture. School staff also are juggling excitement and anxiety as the year approaches, 
Klepcyk and senior English teacher Ty James said. 

James said some teachers were excited, others nervous and others miffed that the new 
Quest students would generally all be of high ability, removing the challenge of serving a 
group with varied skill levels. 

James acknowledged the cliché of educators drawing fulfillment from helping disadvantaged 
kids, rattling off a string of films about inspirational teachers, but said such a situation is 
exactly what drew him to this career.  

“These are kids who normally don’t do well at college just because they don’t understand the 
system, not because they don’t have the ability,” James said. “Seeing those kids be 
successful in college, that’s going to be tremendous. That will be incredibly rewarding.”  

Indeed, after 15 years of interviewing students for admittance to Quest, Klepcyk said this 
year’s round required boxes of tissues, a first. When told they’d been admitted, students and 
their parents often became emotional, she said, realizing the opportunity that had been 
provided. 

Beyond supporting these students on their first steps toward college, Klepcyk said she most 
hopes this year will find a successful balance between Quest’s “classic” and “on steroids” 
versions. 

“I’m looking forward to the realization by the staff and by the students that we still can be 
Quest classic, but so much more,” she said. “We’re still doing that amazing stuff I was so 
proud of that we were doing before, but we’re giving kids an opportunity to change their lives 
in a new way. 

“We’ve set the bar a little higher for ourselves, and now we’ve got to get over it.” 
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