
  
  

AA thesis statement makes the difference between a thoughtful project and one 
that simply repeats facts.  This statement not only describes what the student 
believes but also what he/she intends to prove. The thesis statement is generally 
found at the end of the opening paragraph. 
 
HHaving a good thesis helps focus the research and drive the writing.  Each idea 
that is recorded and written about should support the thesis. 
 
IIt is important to give students opportunities to gain background information 
about their topic, in order to list keywords and subtopics.  Good sources of 
background information are general encyclopedias and nonfiction books about 
the topic.  A preliminary thesis is often refined, as the student consults a variety 
of resources on the topic.  
 

What is a good thesis? 
  

• It proposes an arguable point and takes a stand.  A strong thesis justifies 
the discussion that is presented. 

• It is not too broad or too narrow.  The subject is adequately covered in the 
project. 

• It is specific and focused, proving a point without discussing everything 
about the topic. 

• It clearly asserts the student’s conclusion based on evidence. 

• It should pass the “so what?” of “who cares?” test.  The thesis should do 
more than restate the obvious. 

 
How do you move from research to a thesis? 

 
As you read about your topic, look for: 

• Interesting contrasts or comparisons 

• Relationships that are not apparent 

• Strong arguments for or against an idea 
 
Consider the following questions: 

• Is there something about the topic that surprises you? 

• Did you encounter ideas that made you wonder why? 
 
Begin to develop a thesis 

• Select a topic – for instance, television violence and children 

• Ask an interesting question:  What are the effects of television violence on 
children? 
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• Read through the research, until you can determine a preliminary 
argument and take a stance – for instance, violence in television cartoons 
increases aggressive behavior in preschool children. 

• Remember, this argument is your “preliminary” or “working” thesis.  As you 
read you may discover evidence that may change your stance.  It is okay 
to revise the thesis! 

 
Create a list of questions to guide your research 

  
For example: 

• How many hours of cartoons does the average young child watch per 
week? 

• How do we I identify a “violent” cartoon? 

• How do we define “aggressive behavior” in children? 

• What types of cartoons are most violent? 

• Are their scientific research studies that have observed children before 
and after watching violent cartoons? 

• Which major groups are involved in investigating this question?  Which 
might agree with my thesis?  Which would not? 
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