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Activity #3: The Marshall Plan 

Directions: Read the following documents and political cartoons.  When you have finished, write a 
three-paragraph letter to President Truman in which you express either your support or your opposition 
to the Marshall Plan. 

Document #1: From Speech by George C. Marshall, June 15, 1947: 
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/marshall/large/documents/index.php?docu
mentdate=1947-06-15&documentid=0&studycollectionid=mp&pagenumber=1 [Secretary of State 
George Marshall gave this speech to the graduating class of 1947 at Harvard University.  Because this 
was the first public mention of the proposed aid program, the press quickly dubbed it the “Marshall 
Plan.”]

I need not tell you gentlemen that the world situation is very serious. That must be apparent to all 
intelligent people. I think one difficulty is that the problem is one of such enormous complexity that the 
very mass of facts presented to the public by press and radio make it exceedingly difficult for the man in 
the street to reach a clear appraisement of the situation. Furthermore, the people of this country are 
distant from the troubled areas of the earth and it is hard for them to comprehend the plight and 
consequent reactions of the long-suffering peoples, and the effect of those reactions on their 
governments in connection with our efforts to promote peace in the world. 

In considering the requirements for the rehabilitation of Europe, the physical loss of life, the visible 
destruction of cities, factories, mines, and railroads was correctly estimated, but it has become obvious 
during recent months that this visible destruction was probably less serious than the dislocation of the 
entire fabric of European economy. For the past 10 years conditions have been highly abnormal. The 
feverish preparation for war and the more feverish maintenance of the war effort engulfed all aspects of 
national economies. Machinery has fallen into disrepair or is entirely obsolete. Under the arbitrary and 
destructive Nazi rule, virtually every possible enterprise was geared into the German war machine. 
Long-standing commercial ties, private institutions, banks, insurance companies, and shipping 
companies disappeared, through loss of capital, absorption through nationalization, or by simple 
destruction. In many countries, confidence in the local currency has been severely shaken. The 
breakdown of the business structure of Europe during the war was complete. Recovery has been 
seriously retarded by the fact that two years after the close of hostilities a peace settlement with 
Germany and Austria has not been agreed upon. But even given a more prompt solution of these 
difficult problems, the rehabilitation of the economic structure of Europe quite evidently will require a 
much longer time and greater effort than had been foreseen.... 

The truth of the matter is that Europe's requirements for the next three or four years of foreign food and 
other essential products—principally from America—are so much greater than her present ability to pay 
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that she must have substantial additional help or face economic, social, and political deterioration of a 
very grave character. 

The remedy lies in breaking the vicious circle and restoring the confidence of the European people in the 
economic future of their own countries and of Europe as a whole. The manufacturer and the farmer 
throughout wide areas must be able and willing to exchange their products for currencies the continuing 
value of which is not open to question. 

Aside from the demoralizing effect on the world at large and the possibilities of disturbances arising as a 
result of the desperation of the people concerned, the consequences to the economy of the United States 
should be apparent to all. It is logical that the United States should do whatever it is able to do to assist 
in the return of normal economic health in the world, without which there can be no political stability 
and no assured peace. Our policy is directed not against any country or doctrine but against hunger, 
poverty, desperation, and chaos. Its purpose should be the revival of a working economy in the world so 
as to permit the emergence of political and social conditions in which free institutions can exist. Such 
assistance, I am convinced, must not be on a piecemeal basis as various crises develop. Any assistance 
that this Government may render in the future should provide a cure rather than a mere palliative. Any 
government that is willing to assist in the task of recovery will find full cooperation, I am sure, on the 
part of the United States Government. Any government which maneuvers to block the recovery of other 
countries cannot expect help from us. Furthermore, governments, political parties, or groups which seek 
to perpetuate human misery in order to profit therefrom politically or otherwise will encounter the 
opposition of the United States. 

It is already evident that, before the United States Government can proceed much further in its efforts to 
alleviate the situation and help start the European world on its way to recovery, there must be some 
agreement among the countries of Europe as to the requirements of the situation and the part those 
countries themselves will take in order to give proper effect to whatever action might be undertaken by 
this Government. It would be neither fitting nor efficacious for this Government to undertake to draw up 
unilaterally a program designed to place Europe on its feet economically. This is the business of the 
Europeans. The initiative, I think, must come from Europe. The role of this country should consist of 
friendly aid in the drafting of a European program and of later support of such a program so far as it may 
be practical for us to do so. The program should be a joint one, agreed to by a number, if not all, 
European nations. 

An essential part of any successful action on the part of the United States is an understanding on the part 
of the people of America of the character of the problem and the remedies to be applied. Political 
passion and prejudice should have no part. With foresight, and a willingness on the part of our people to 
face up to the vast responsibility which history has clearly placed upon our country, the difficulties I 
have outlined can and will be overcome. 

Rep. Charles W. Vursell, Speech on the Marshall Plan, December 4, 1947: 
http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=855 [Many of Truman’s 
opponents in Congress were quick to criticize the Marshall Plan.  One of them was Republican Charles 
Vursell of Illinois, who made this speech before Congress in December.] 

…This Congress is faced with grave decisions. We are being asked to take from the American people in 
money and supplies at a critical time of shortages on every hand, $597,000,000 for immediate 
emergency relief. Later we are being asked by the administration to enter into a 4-year contract to 
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furnish some $20,000,000,000 or more in money and supplies to implement the Marshall plan. In the 
interest of our own people and Nation, we must not approach them in an atmosphere of hysteria and 
emotion; we must think as realists…  

…[B]y holding up the false specter of starvation, the administration and the thousands of bureau 
propagandists and friendly commentators, over the air, seek to influence the American people and the 
Congress by the biggest barrage of propaganda ever turned loose on the public, to support the 
$20,000,000,000 Marshall plan… .

…[T]hose who favor the Marshall plan will tell you that we must rebuild western Europe to stop 
communism. We all want to retard or stop communism if we can, but we must be honest with ourselves 
and honest with the American people we represent. We cannot stop communism taking Western Europe 
unless we have the power to stop Russia and her armies. We held a serious conference with a group of 
high-ranking military men while in Europe whose duty it is to know what Russia can and may do. We 
asked the question as follows: "Suppose, under the Marshall plan or some other plan, we spend from 
$10,000,000,000 to $20,000,000,000 rebuilding western Europe and get those countries going in good 
shape in 4 or 5 years, is there anything then to stop Russia from moving in and taking a much richer 
prize after we have spent our money to build it up?" The answer was "No." I do not believe any top 
military man in the Nation will make the statement that we can land and maintain in western Europe 
sufficient military forces to prevent Russia, if she so desires, from taking over western Europe. Germany 
will have no army. Italy, France, Belgium and Holland will have no military strength capable of putting 
up any serious resistance if Russia should make such a move. You just as well quit trying to deceive the 
American people by telling them you can stop communism if you put over the Marshall plan…  

…Now, if you want to exert the strongest influence possible by the United States to retard, or stop the 
encroachment of communism on western Europe, take some of these $20,000,000,000 that you would 
waste in the Marshall plan, and spend them here at home in building the strongest air force with the 
greatest striking power of any air force in the world. Give more attention to cooperation in hemispheric 
defense with South America, strengthen our military departments where necessary to enable us in any 
emergency to strike promptly with power and effect. Mr. Stalin and his warlords, if they knew we were 
making such moves, would probably hesitate to move further into Western Europe for fear they might 
precipitate a war with a powerful Nation that is prepared.

I would rather risk this course for the long pull future, and for the immediate effect it would have on 
Russia, than to tempt them by setting before them a $20,000,000,000 banquet table through the Marshall 
plan of rebuilding Western Europe. Force is the only thing Russia understands.

[I]f we weaken ourselves by shipping away our resources, causing the cost of living to go higher and 
higher, and spending our Nation into bankruptcy, such action will bring smiles and great satisfaction to 
Stalin, [Soviet Foreign Minister Vyacheslav] Molotov, and Russia. Twenty billion dollars spent on our 
part in Western Europe now, plus the efforts of the European nations should be worth $50,000,000,000 
in a few years. It is too great a temptation to place before the Russian warlords…

The first responsibility of the Members of this Congress is to protect the interests of our own people and 
preserve the financial solvency of our own Nation. The greatest contribution we can make for the future 
peace of the world is to keep America strong. 
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