
   Latin II Honors Pompeii Project 
 

Library Dates: ___________________________ 
Due Date/Class Presentation Date:  __________________ 

 
 

Research Paper and Power Point Project 
 
      1.  Choose from the following topics. Each student must choose a different topic. 
  

2. Research paper must be two and a half to three pages long.  The paper must use MLA format 
and include a bibliography.  Your paper must include at least two quotes from your research. 
Use parenthetical notation.  Finished paper must be typed, double spaced, size 10 or 12 font. 
 

3. Research paper must contain an introductory paragraph containing a thesis statement.  The 
thesis must be supported by the body paragraphs.  The last paragraph of the paper will be the 
conclusion and will contain a restatement of the thesis. 

 
4. You must have a minimum of three sources. You MUST use at least one book as a source.    

You MUST also use sites.google.com/site/ad79eruption as a source. You may also use other 
books, internet sources, e-books, encyclopedias, periodicals, etc. You may look at Wikipedia 
for ideas for sources, but do not use it as a source itself. 
 

5.  Power point or prezzi must be at least 10 slides long. You must have a slide which contains 
documentation.  Your electronic presentation should contain photographs, drawings or other 
artwork plus written titles and information. If you choose another mode of visual presentation, 
please discuss with Mrs. Jennings for final approval.  

  
6. The research paper will count as one test grade.  The visual and class presentation will count as 

a second test grade. 
 

Topics 
 

1. Volcanoes – Describe the geological phenomenon of a volcano.  Explain how and why 
volcanoes erupt.  What was the magnitude of the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in 79 AD?  How 
does that eruption compare to other major eruptions of other volcanoes? 
 

2. Life in Pompeii before the Eruption – What was life like in Pompeii before the eruption of 
Vesuvius?  Why did people enjoy living in Pompeii?  What were their chief exports and 
imports? Describe major public buildings and places.  How did these areas add to the lives of 
the Pompeiians? 
 

3. Villas and Houses of the Pompeiians – Describe at least three famous villas of Pompeii. 
Describe the aspects of these houses which made them special.  Compare and contrast these 
homes with the housing of the poor.  Describe the “insulae,” and what it was like to live there. 

 
4. Pliny the Elder – Who was he?  What important positions did Pliny hold?  What contributions 

did he make to history?  Describe and explain his important connection with the eruption of 
Vesuvius in 79 AD.  Give the important details of his life. 



 
5. Role of Women in ancient Pompeii – What was it like to be a woman in Pompeian society? 

Explain details such as education, social status, marriage, childbirth, motherhood. Did women 
hold jobs outside of the home?  Name and describe the lives of the famous and powerful 
women of Pompeii. 
 

6. Religion – List four major gods and/or goddesses of ancient Pompeii.  Describe their temples 
and how each was worshiped. Did any of the deities have origins outside of the Greco-Roman 
pantheon?  Describe their major powers, symbols and attributes.  Why were these deities 
important to the lives of the Pompeiians? 

 
7. The “Thermopolium” and “Pistrinum” of Pompeii – Describe the ancient “cafeteria” and bakery 

of Pompeii. Who owned them?  How were they run?  What foods were produced in them? 
Explain their importance in the daily lives of the Pompeiians. 

 
8. Art of Pompeii: Frescoes – Describe the details and importance of at least four famous frescoes 

found in Pompeii.  Where are they housed now? Explain the artistic technique used to create 
these important works of art. Who were the artists? What does their discovery in Pompeii tell us 
about the lives and lifestyle of the Pompeiians? 

 
9. Art of Pompeii:  Mosaics-   Describe the details and importance of at least four famous mosaics 

found in Pompeii.  Using your research on mosaics answer the remaining questions above in 
prompt #8. 

 
10. Art of Pompeii:  Statues – Describe the details and importance of at least four famous statues 

from Pompeii.  Using your research on statues from Pompeii answer the remaining questions 
above in prompt #8. 
 

11.  Architecture of Pompeii – Choose three important buildings of Pompeii.  What did they look 
like? How were they constructed?  What materials were used?  What were the buildings used 
for?  Did this type of architecture influence the architecture of later societies?  If so, how?  Give 
examples of famous modern buildings using similar architecture. 
 

12.  Archeology – Explain the history of the excavation of Pompeii.  When was it first discovered? 
Who found it and why? Describe early major finds. Compare and contrast the original 
excavation techniques and how these techniques evolved into those of modern day.  Is Pompeii 
still under excavation?  Describe the most recent discoveries. 
 

13. Cumae and the Phlegrean Fields – Describe the area around Pompeii known as Cumae. What is 
it like geologically? Explain ancient traditions associated with this area.  Explain its history. 
Explain the mythological and theological importance of the Sybil of Cumae. What is Cumae 
like today? What is biological life like in this area today? 
 

14. Athletics and Sports – Describe the favorite athletic past times of the ancient Pompeiians.  How 
do we know these activities were important to them?  Why were these sports and games 
important and useful?  Describe the facilities used to house these activities and the equipment 
needed.  How have these sports and past times evolved throughout history.  Compare and 
contrast modern sports and games to those of ancient Pompeii. 

 



15. Neopolis – Research the ancient town of Neopolis, now modern Naples. What was it like in 
ancient times?  Describe chief imports and exports.  Research its history.  Did it ever rise to 
major power?  What is life like in the city of Naples today?  How many people live there?  
What will happen to them if Mt. Vesuvius has a major eruption in the future? 

 
16. Earning a Living – Explain and describe the major industries of Pompeii.  Were these industries 

profitable?  Did the Pompeiians export their goods to other countries?  If so, where and how do 
we know?  Why was Pompeii a good location for these industries?  In addition to these 
industries, name and describe other common occupations of the Pompeiians. 

 
17.  Timeline of the Tragedy and Death Toll - Research and explain the earthquake of 62 AD which 

served as a warning to the ultimate tragedy of AD 79.  Then, compare and contrast the historical 
account of events provided by the Elder Pliny and the Younger Pliny of the eruption of Mt. 
Vesuvius to the modern scientific and historical accounts based on archeological evidence.  
Finally, using archeological discoveries, account for the casualties of this events during the 
various phases of the eruption in Pompeii. 

 
18. Herculaneum – The town and people of Herculaneum also experienced the eruption of 

Vesuvius, but the catastrophe manifested itself differently there.  Retrace the events of August 
23 -24, AD 79 in Herculaneum.  Explain the differences in the disaster in Herculaneum as 
compared to Pompeii and account for the rescues and casualties as well.  Research and discuss 
how the town of Herculaneum was re-discovered and excavated.  Give a detailed description of 
at least three archeological finds in Herculaneum including the Villa of the Papyri.  

 
19.  Boscoreale, Stabiae and Oplantis – In addition to Pompeii and Herculaneum, these and other 

towns surrounding Pompeii were destroyed by Vesuvius.  Explain how the eruption of 
Vesuvius destroyed these towns, and how the event differed from Pompeii and Herculaneum.  
Explain how archeologists have uncovered these sites and describe the important discoveries 
there.  Include a brief description of each town and a villa from each town as well as other 
important sites. 

 
20. Animalia – The ancient Romans, Greeks and Egyptians owned pets.  What types of pets did 

they own?  Were animal species the same as today?  Find and cite examples of pet ownership in 
ancient literature to provide examples.  Did ancient people have similar feelings about their pets 
as modern pet owners?  Find examples of pet ownership from the archeological finds in 
Pompeii and Herculaneum to describe and show in visual presentation.  
 
21.  Villa Jovis on Capri - At least twelve luxurious Roman villas on the island of Capri, some 
of which were owned and inhabited by emperors and their families.  Research the Island of 
Capri as it was in ancient times including these palaces for the rich and powerful.  Include a 
brief history of Capri through time and what Capri is like in modern times. 
 
22.  Roman Fashion:  Fullonica and the wool industry in Pompeii.  Woolen cloth weaving, 
dyeing, and the cleaning of woolen garments was a profitable business in Pompeii.  Research 
this industry to describe how cloth was created from wool and then sewn to make garments.  
(Warning:  the cleaning part was a smelly business!). Then research and show examples of 
Roman clothing for wealthy men, women and children, and slaves.  Include hairstyles for men 
and women, jewelry and make -up.  Do these ancient styles of garments still inspire the fashion 
industry of today?  If so, how? Give specific examples.   


