
 
Ross Sterling Middle School 

Summer Reading Assignments 
For 6th -8th grade 

Summer 2018-2019 
 

Choose 1 novel from the list provided. Read the novel and make any notes you feel will help you with your summer 
project.  
Choose 1 of the following project options to demonstrate your understanding of the novel you have read. This project will 
be one of your first important grades for the 2017-2018 academic year, so make sure that it showcases your talent and 
abilities. This project requires a significant amount of time beyond just reading the book; do not rush your project. 
Regardless of the project chosen the following information should be included to demonstrate knowledge and relevance to 
the novel’s: plot of the story, characters involved, themes or “big ideas” in the story, and your opinion of the book.  
 
Project Options (Choose 1) 
 
1. Design a multimedia presentation (about 1 and a half minutes long) for your novel. Some ideas are as follows: 
book/movie trailer, recreate a scene, a recorded book talk that covers one of the themes in the novel, investigate and 
reveal the intricacies of a character, rewrite a chapter/scene, etc. (Be creative using technology. No Power Points 
allowed.) Options are endless! Some resources would be iMovie or Windows Movie Maker. Or web based programs like 
Animoto (https://animoto.com/)  
 
2. Make an illustrated timeline of the novel. You must illustrate 10 different events/scenes from the story you selected. 
Your illustrations must be put in proper order for your book, and should show the characters and events of importance 
throughout your story. Be sure to include a written explanation of why you chose each scene and how it relates to the 
entire novel or to the theme of the novel. Illustrations will be graded on quality and must be in color; no stick figures will be 
accepted.  
 
3. Create a newspaper for the town/city your story takes place in. Have the stories and features of the newspaper be 
about the characters and events in your novel. Your newspaper should contain information about the characters, setting, 
plot, and theme(s) of the novel. The newspaper should be informative and must contain text and pictures. Be creative! 
Use the computer to type your newspaper.  
 
4. Make a soundtrack to your book. Choose 10 – 15 songs and make a soundtrack that connects you’re your book. Then 
write liner notes, a short paragraph for each song you have selected explaining why you chose that song, what part of the 
book the song connects to. Songs could be chosen to represent a characters and event in the novel or to tie in with a 
larger theme throughout the book. You do not need to include an actual copy of the music but can if you want. Liner notes 
must be typed.  
 
5. Book Jacket: Must be your own design – do not duplicate an original book jacket  
 
Create a colorful, engaging book jacket that includes the following:  

a. Cover: New cover for the book with illustration, title, author, and student name.  
b. Inner Flap: (left side):  

• Summary – Sequential summary of key story events from the reading  
• Characters – discuss the major characters in the story and their personalities  

c. Inner Flap: (right side):  
• Text Connections ( 1 text to text, 1 text to self, and 1 text to world)  

d. Back Flap: Theme – Description of the novel’s  theme (make sure to support your answer with specific examples 
from the story ) 

 
Suggested website links and supporting documents: 
 

http://desktoppub.about.com/od/glossary/g/Book-Jacket.htm  
http://www.readwritethink.net/files/resources/interactives/bookcover/  
http://homeworktips.about.com/od/englishhomework/ss/How-To-Design-A-Book-Cover.htm  
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline_2/  
http://www.timerime.com/  
Newspaper:  
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/Printing_Press/  

 



 
 
 

Ross Sterling Middle School 
Summer Reading Assignment Rubric 

For 6th -8th grade 
Summer 2018-2019 

 
    
 4 

Excellent work 
3 

Acceptable work 
2 

Adequate work 

1 
Disappointing 

work 

Theme 
20 points 

Project shows clear 
understanding of the big 
ideas and messages 
behind the novel. 
Includes insightful 
comments not only about 
what themes are present 
but how those themes 
can be expressed 
beyond the novel.  

The major themes from 
the story are included 
and explained by the 
student. Some effort has 
been made to show how 
these themes were 
expressed and could 
relate.  

Some themes in the work 
are missing from 
student’s presentation  

Themes that are listed 
are not explained or 
explored in much detail.  

Lists without connection  

Project is missing 
discussion of themes or 
only mentions some 
possible themes, without 
showing how or where 
these ideas are 
connected to the novel.  

Character 
20 points 

Each and every major 
character is fully explored 
and discussed through 
the student’s project. The 
project shows a clear 
understanding of the 
characterization and how 
the author built the 
characters as well as the 
character motivations 
and traits.  

All characters are 
described through the 
student’s project. Some 
explanation and 
exploration of who the 
characters are and how 
they relate to other 
characters and events is 
attempted. Student has 
not fully explored all 
aspects  

Some characters may be 
listed or missing, very 
little comment on 
characterization is 
provided.  

Lists of characters 
without commentary.  

Little to no discussion of 
the characters. Hard to 
tell if the story has been 
read, names of 
characters and little else)  

Plot 
20 points 

The plot of the novel is 
fully explained and 
explored. The project 
shows a careful and 
detailed reading of the 
novel. Student has made 
connections and insights 
into the plot beyond 
simply explaining the 
events.  

The plot of the story is 
included and complete. 
This is not simply a 
summary of the story but 
a well written explanation 
of what takes place 
throughout the novel. 
Provides some insight on 
the events.  

Student has provided a 
brief summary of the 
events in the novel 
without commentary or 
explanation.  

Some aspects of the 
story are missing or not 
fully explained, hard to 
follow the events. It is not 
clear that the student has 
read the novel at all.  

Quality 
20 points 

Project is clearly 
something the student 
worked hard on. Artwork 
is carefully drawn and 
colored, written portions 
are typed and free from 
errors. The project shows 
a finished quality that a 
student should be proud 
of.  

Project shows effort to 
produce a finished 
product. Illustrations 
show the result of time 
and attention.  

Some errors may persist 
but they do not distract 
from the content of the 
work.  

Some time was spent on 
project but there are clear 
signs that more effort 
was needed.  

Extensive errors can be 
distracting and should 
have been fixed before a 
final copy was turned in.  

Project was clearly 
rushed and has not been 
carefully constructed. 
Illustrations and artwork 
are uncolored, sloppy, or 
missing.  

Spelling and grammatical 
errors make project 
difficult to read.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
May, 2018 
 
 
Dear Parents and Students: 
 
All students at Ross Sterling Middle School who are enrolled for the 2018-2019 school year will 
be required to read over the summer.  In addition, each student must complete an assignment 
for their reading class.  There is only one book list for all three grade levels and one choice list 
for assignments.   
 
The assignment will be due NO LATER than September 7, 2018.  Grades 6, 7, and 8 will choose 
from the one list.  The list is developed by public and school librarians from the Young Adult 
Round Table specifically for grades 6-8.  Parent and student should look at the list together 
and decide on a book choice.   
 
Points will be deducted for late assignments.  The assignment will count as two formatives for 
Pre-AP and one formative for on-level classes.  Summer Reading assignments provide several 
advantages for students, including maintaining skills over the summer, fostering independent 
learning and a continued love of reading.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation and continuing interest in your child’s education.   
 
Should you have any questions, please email pbennet@humbleisd.net. 
 
RSMS RELA Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pbennet@humbleisd.net


The Spirit of Texas Reading Program 
Fox, Janet 
Featured Title – The Charmed Children of Rookskill Castle. Viking, 2016. 
Hardcover: 9780451476333 
Twelve-year-old Katherine Bateson believes in a logical explanation for everything. But even she can't make sense of the strange 
goings-on at Rookskill Castle, the drafty old Scottish castle-turned-school where she and her siblings have been sent to escape the 
London Blitz. What's making those mechanical shrieks at night? Why do the castle's walls seem to have a mind of their own? And who 
are the silent children who seem to haunt Rookskill's grounds? Kat believes Lady Eleanor, who rules the castle, is harboring a Nazi spy. 
But when her classmates begin to vanish, one by one, Kat must face the truth about what the castle actually harbors--and what Lady 
Eleanor is--before it's too late. 
 
Liss, David 
Featured Title – Randoms. Simon & Schuster, 2015. 
Hardcover: 9781481417792 Paperback: 9781481417808 
A science fiction superfan finds himself on his very own space adventure when he’s randomly selected to join an alien confederacy in 
this “exhilarating” (Booklist, starred review) middle grade debut novel. 
 
Zeke Reynolds comes from a long line of proud science fiction geeks. He knows his games, comics, movies, and TV shows like 
Captain Kirk knows the starship Enterprise. So it’s a dream come true when he learns the science fiction he loves so much is based on 
reality—and that he’s been selected to spend a year on a massive space station. To evaluate humanity’s worthiness, the Confederation 
of United Planets has hand-picked three of Earth’s most talented young people—and then there’s Zeke. He’s the random. 
 
Unfortunately, Zeke finds life in space more challenging than he’d hoped. When he saves his transport ship from a treacherous enemy 
attack, he’s labeled a war criminal. Now despised by the Confederation, rejected by his fellow humans, and pursued by a ruthless 
enemy, Zeke befriends the alien randoms: rejected by their own species, but loyal to each other. But their presence in the 
Confederation may not be so random after all, and as the danger increases, Zack’s knowledge of science fiction might be the only thing 
that can save himself, his friends, and Earth itself. 
 
Paulsen, Gary 
Featured Titles – This Side of Wild. Simon & Schuster. 2015. 
Hardcover: 9781481451505 Paperback: 9781481451512 
The Newbery Honor-winning author of Hatchet and Dogsong shares surprising true stories about his relationship with animals, 
highlighting their compassion, intellect, intuition, and sense of adventure. Gary Paulsen is an adventurer who competed in two Iditarods, 
survived the Minnesota wilderness, and climbed the Bighorns. None of this would have been possible without his truest companion: his 
animals. Sled dogs rescued him in Alaska, a sickened poodle guarded his well-being, and a horse led him across a desert. Through his 
interactions with dogs, horses, birds, and more, Gary has been struck with the belief that animals know more than we may fathom. His 
understanding and admiration of animals is well known, and in This Side of Wild, which has taken a lifetime to write, he proves the ways 
in which they have taught him to be a better person. 
 
Rogers, Tom 
Featured Title – Eleven. Alto Nido Press, 2014. 
Paperback: 978-0991181001 
Alex Douglas always wanted to be a hero. But nothing heroic ever happened to Alex. Nothing, that is, until his eleventh birthday. When 
Alex rescues a stray dog as a birthday gift to himself, he doesn't think his life can get much better. Radar, his new dog, pretty much 
feels the same way. But this day has bigger things in store for both of them. This is a story about bullies and heroes. ..About tragedy 
and hope... About enemies with two legs and friends with four, and pesky little sisters and cranky old men, and an unexpected lesson in 
kindness delivered with a slice of pizza. This is "Eleven": the journey of a boy turning eleven on 9/11.  
 
Scott, Victoria 
Featured Title – Fire & Flood. Scholastic, 2014. 
Hardcover: 978-0545537469 Paperback: 978-0545730488 
Time is slipping away. . . . 
 
Tella Holloway is losing it. Her brother is sick, and when a dozen doctors can't determine what's wrong, her parents decide to move to 
the middle of nowhere for the fresh air. She's lost her friends, her parents are driving her crazy, her brother is dying--and she's helpless 
to change anything. 
 
Until she receives mysterious instructions on how to become a Contender in the Brimstone Bleed. It's an epic race across jungle, 
desert, ocean, and mountain that could win her the prize she desperately desires: the Cure for her brother's illness. But all the 
Contenders are after the Cure for people they love, and there's no guarantee that Tella (or any of them) will survive the race. 
 
The jungle is terrifying, the clock is ticking, and Tella knows she can't trust the allies she makes. And one big question emerges: Why 
have so many fallen sick in the first place? 
 
 
 



Featured Title – Salt & Stone. Scholastic, 2015. 
Hardcover: 978-0545537483 Paperback: 978-1910002063 
In FIRE & FLOOD, Tella Holloway faced a dangerous trek through the jungle and a terrifying march across the desert, all to remain a 
Contender in the Brimstone Bleed for a chance at obtaining the Cure for her brother. She can't stop - and in SALT & STONE, Tella will 
have to face the unseen dangers of the ocean, the breathless cold of a mountain, and twisted new rules in the race. 
 
But what if the danger is deeper than that? How do you know who to trust when everyone's keeping secrets? What do you do when the 
person you'd relied on most suddenly isn't there for support? How do you weigh one life against another? 
 
The race is coming to an end, and Tella is running out of time, resources, and strength. At the beginning of the race there were one 
hundred twenty-two Contenders. As Tella and her remaining friends start the fourth and final part of the race, just forty-one are left . . . 
and only one can win. 
 
Victoria Scott's stunning thriller will leave readers' hearts racing! 
 
Sonnenblick, Jordan 
Featured Title –Falling Over Sideways. Scholastic. 2016. 
Hardcover: 978-0545863247 
Claire’s life is a joke…but she’s not laughing. While her friends seem to be leaping forward, she’s dancing in the same place. The mean 
girls at school are living up to their mean name, and there’s a boy, Ryder, who’s just as bad, if not worse. And at home, nobody’s really 
listening to her—if anything, they seem to be more in on the joke than she is. 
 
Then into all of this (not-very-funny-to-Claire) comedy comes something intense and tragic—while her dad is talking to her at the 
kitchen table, he falls over with a medical emergency. Suddenly the joke has become very serious—and the only way Claire, her family, 
and her friends are going to get through it is if they can find a way to make it funny again. 
 
Featured Title –Curveball: The Year I Lost My Grip. Scholastic. 2012. 
Hardcover: 978-0545320696 Paperback: 978-0545320702 
There’s nothing All Star pitcher Peter Friedman loves more than baseball. He breathes it, dreams it, and works his tail off to be great. 
Most kids are nervous about starting high school, but when you’re the star athlete, girls, popularity, and all-around stud status are sure 
to follow. 
  
Then a pitching accident over the summer ruins Pete’s arm. If he can’t play baseball in high school, what is he supposed to do? If he 
isn’t the star pitcher, then who is he? To make matters more complicated, there’s something going on with Pete’s grampa -- he’s acting 
weird and keeps forgetting important things. 
 
 
The Spirit of Texas Reading Program- Middle School is a recommended reading list developed by public and school 
librarians from the Young Adult Round Table (YART). The purpose of the list is to encourage youths in grades 6-8 to 
explore a variety of current, quality books from Texas authors and illustrators, develop critical reading skills, and to 
encourage greater interaction between Texas authors and illustrators, Texas librarians, and Texas youth. The Spirit of 
Texas Reading Program-Middle School is intended for recreational reading, not to support a specific curriculum. Due to 
the diversity of this age range, Texas librarians should purchase titles on this list according to their individual collection 
policies. Each author featured on the list has had at least one book favorably reviewed for grades 6-8 in a professional 
review source. Six authors will be featured bi-monthly with all programming available year round.  
See http://txla.org/groups/SpiritofTXMiddleSchool  for more information and to access the programs.  
 
Follow us on Facebook: http://www.txla.org/groups/YART  
Twitter: @yartxla, #SPOTMS 
 

http://txla.org/groups/SpiritofTXMiddleSchool
http://www.txla.org/groups/YART

