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During his two years of active duty service, Ragsdale was assigned to a Nike Base in 
Buffalo, New York. His assignment was to guard against a sneak attack from Russia over  
Canada, during the Cold War. The missiles were armed with 25 megaton atomic warheads 
and Ragsdale was in charge of ‘the button’. In July 1961, Ragsdale returned to the Houston 
area with his first wife, Mary Ellen Ragsdale, and daughter, Georgia, to began his career 
as a private citizen.

At Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company, Ragsdale was given a territory covering all of 
South Texas and doubled sales for the company. This accomplishment earned him the 
“Top Ten Sales Representatives Award”. He then received a promotion and the family 
relocated to Akron, Ohio. The family of four, including daughter Laura, lived in Ohio, 
until 1967 when an opportunity arose to apply for a Burger King franchise in the 
Houston area. Ragsdale and a business partner opened their first restaurant in Houston 
in February 1969.

Ragsdale served as a Board of Director for 30 years with Klein Bank until it was sold to 
Amegy Bank in 2002. He also served for 14 years as a Director on the Harris County 
Municipal Water Control Board. While Ragsdale was making tremendous strides in his 
professional life, he was facing a difficult time in his personal life as his wife was battling 
a lengthy illness and passed away in 2003.

After Mary Ellen’s passing, Ragsdale and his high school sweetheart, Judy, who had also
recently lost her husband, rekindled their feelings. Johnny and Judy are now married
and live in Montgomery, Texas. They enjoy spending time with their children, 
grandchildren and friends.

Ragsdale donated $1.25 million to his alma mater, Sam Houston State University. In 2008, 
Ragsdale received Sam Houston State’s Distinguished Alumni Award and in 2013, the 
SHSU College of Business Administration inducted him into the Hall of Honor.  Ragsdale 
states, “I consider these honors great blessings rather than great achievements”.

John “Johnny” Ragsdale grew up in Humble and graduated 
from Humble High School in 1954. Upon graduation, he 
entered Sam Houston’s Teacher College and in 1959, Ragsdale 
graduated with a Bachelor of Business Administration degree 
in general business and a commission in the U.S. Army. 
After graduation from Sam Houston, Ragsdale reported to 
active duty at Fort Bliss, El Paso, Texas. There he entered the 
U.S. Army Air Defense School and received his training in 
Nike Hercules guided missiles.


