
Subitizing Numbers 
Subitizing is the ability to quickly and accurately identify the number of objects in a 

small set. Quick identification of a number-group means that students aren’t counting 
objects one-by-one. Additionally, subitizing is an important foundation for breaking 

apart numbers and understanding all numbers can be broken apart in different ways. }

Subitizing sets the foundation for 
decomposing (or breaking apart) 
numbers. It shows students that sums 
are made of many different number 
combinations. When students listen to 
others ideas about ‘seeing’ a number, it 
teaches them that there are many ways 
to find an answer in math and that’s okay. 
Students learn to ‘talk math’ when they 
share their ideas about dot patterns. 

What does Subitizing look like? 

How can I support this 

strategy at home? 

Why is this  

strategy important? 

Play a game of dominoes or a 
board game with dice (Yahtzee is 
 a fabulous choice). Take turns 
quickly shouting out the numbers 
on the dice or dominoes. Then, 
match dominoes or dice that have 
the same sums.  

{

Note � When we first look at dot patterns we only talk about what we see. We do not write any 
number sentences about the picture. After we are comfortable seeing dot patterns, we will 
begin sharing our ideas and connecting them to addition and subtraction sentences. 

Teacher: What do you see when you look at this dot pattern? 

Student 1: I see 4 black 
dots and 3 white dots. 

There are 7 dots. 
 
 
 
 

4 + 3 = 7 

Student 2: I see 3 dots on 
bottom and 4 dots on top. 

There are 7 dots. 
 
 
 
 

3 + 4 = 7 

Student 3: I see 2 rows  
of 4 dots but the second 

row has 1 less. 
 
 
 
 

4 + 4 = 8 
8 � 1 = 7 

the brown bag teacher 


