
 

2017 SCIENCE FAIR IS COMING UP! 

It’s the time of year again when we start to think about the SFE Science Fair!  Students from 

Kindergarten through Fifth Grade may participate. The Fair will be held on March 3rd, 2017, but 

it is not too early to start brain-storming ideas so you can decide what you would like to do for 

your Science Fair entry! Please go to the Shadow Forest Elementary website 

(http://www.humbleisd.net/sfe), then to Student link. There you will find the 2017 Science 

Fair link with all of the information necessary to get your project ready.  Pay particular 

attention to the link for “How to Make a Lab Notebook”.  You may want to spend some time 

over the holiday break to start your notebooks by brainstorming ideas and thinking about 

how you will use the Scientific Method to determine your objective, make a hypothesis and 

then work through the rest of the steps to do your research, gather your materials, create a 

procedure, determine your results and form a conclusion.   

 

For some winter holiday fun, try the experiment below: 

Crystalized Candy Canes 
(credit: www.littlebinsforlittlehands.com) 

Supplies:  Borax (found in the laundry detergent aisle),   

  water, 3 small mason jars with wide mouth, pan,   

  spoon, cup, tablespoon measure, colorful pipe   

  cleaners, popsicle sticks, ribbon 

How to: To fill 3 small mason jars, use 6 cups of water and   

  18 tablespoons of borax. Boil your water in a pan,   

  turn off heat, add borax and stir to mix as it won’t   

       completely dissolve. Pour into jars and place in area where 

they won’t get knocked around. Cut pipe cleaners in half and make small candy canes.  Tie a 

ribbon around the candy cane pipe cleaner and suspend it into the borax mixture with the help 

of a popsicle stick placed across the mouth of the jar. In a few hours you will see crystals 

beginning to grow and by the next morning (18-24 hours) your crystal candy canes will be 

covered in cool looking crystals! Take them out and place them on paper towels to dry. Grab a 

magnifying glass to check out your crystal candy canes! 
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