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The Humble Independent School District
Celebrating 100 Years
February 18, 1919 – February 18, 2019
by Robert Meaux, D.M.A.
I. CONTEXT
The Humble Independent School District was originally established as Harris County
Common School District No. 28 in 1884. It is located in the northeast corner of Harris
County, along the railroad tracks that were first laid by the Houston East & West Texas
Railway. The first school building was Joe Dunman's Schoolhouse, a one-room, wooden
school that was opened in 1873 by landowner Joseph W. Dunman. The district was originally
called Dunman, but changed to Humble after the formation of the town starting in 1886.
Humble became a lumber town in 1889 when Charles Bender, a successful sawmill owner in
Spring, purchased a local sawmill. The district was split into two districts in 1888 (District
No. 28 and District No. 35), and then merged back together as District No. 50 in 1918. In
1919, District No. 50 became the Humble Independent School District.
The school district encompasses the communities of Humble, Kingwood, Atascocita,
Fall Creek, Eagle Springs, and Summerwood, among others. While the number of students
in the district was steady in the early years, student enrollment increased after the discovery
of oil in Humble in 1904. The student population vastly expanded starting with the building
of nearby Intercontinental Airport in the 1960s, and then the development of the masterplanned community of Kingwood in the 1970s. Today Humble ISD is listed among the 25
fastest growing school districts in Texas. Since its first graduating class in 1911, over 60,000
students have graduated from Humble ISD.

II. OVERVIEW
The earliest school in the Humble area was opened in 1873 by Joseph W. Dunman
(1824-1903), son of early Humble settler Joseph Dunman1 (1793-1860). The school was
called Joe Dunman's Schoolhouse, and was used as a polling place by the local citizens. The
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school was located on the Atascocita Road, just north of the present-day location of River
Pines Elementary School. Joe Dunman's Schoolhouse was a privately owned school.
Students at the school were children of wealthier families in the area who could afford to pay
for their children to be taught reading, math and classic literature. At the time, Texas had an
ineffective public education system, and most children in Texas did not receive an education.
In 1876, the Texas legislature passed an updated constitution that increased the
availability of schooling to more children across the state. The School Law of 1876 resulted
in the creation of more school communities across Harris County.2 The closest school
community to the Humble area was established on the west side of the railroad tracks on
December 22, 1876. Harris County School Community No. 13, the Durdin School
Community, had only one school, called the Higgs School.3 The Higgs School was located
on present-day Lee Road near FM 1960. Pleasant Humble (1834-1912) was on the school
board for the Durdin School Community.
By 1883, a community developed on the west side of the tracks. Known as the Lord's
Mill community, it was centered around the Lord and Noble Sawmill, owned by former
Houston Mayor Irvin C. Lord, and Cornelius M. Noble, the Sheriff of Harris County. The
Lord's Mill community had a U. S. Post Office, cattle breeders and livestock businesses, and
shipped produce to neighboring communities. There were also three other sawmills in the
Lord's Mill area. The community had a population of 150.4
A school community was finally organized on the east side of the railroad tracks in
1883, called the Dunman School Community. Joe Dunman's Schoolhouse was the only
school in that school community, and it reported a student population of 13 in 1883.5
In 1884, Texas passed the Common School Law, which provided for a system of
county schools to be established across the state.6 All of Harris County was geographically
divided into county school districts, each with at least one school and a local school board.7
The law mandated separate schools for white students and colored students. It also mandated
the teaching of writing, reading in English, penmanship, arithmetic, English grammar,
modern geography, composition, and other subjects. The law established a taxation system to
pay for the public schools, thereby providing a free education to all students living in each
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district (although there were still racial issues). The Common School Law of 1884 was the
beginning of the current education system still in use in Texas.
The boundaries of District No. 28 originally encompassed a slightly larger area of
land than Humble ISD today, following the boundaries established in 1882 for Harris County
Election District No. 22.8 In 1885, the Lord's Mill Community began to collapse. The Lord
& Noble sawmill went bankrupt and closed. The U. S. Post Office in Lord closed in
February of 1885.9 A few months later, in August 1886, a U. S. Post Office was opened on
the east side of the tracks, with former Harris County Commissioner Pleasant Humble named
as the postmaster.10 This community became known as Humble, Texas.
Joe Dunman's Schoolhouse was located in the southern portion of the district, while
the town of Humble began to develop in the northern portion of the district. In 1888, District
No. 28 was split in two. The northern portion remained as District No. 28 (Humble), while
the southern portion became District No. 35 (Dunman).11 Each district had its own threemember school board, but was also controlled by the actions of the County Superintendent of
Education, and the Harris County Commissioner's Court.
After the split, Joe Dunman's Schoolhouse ended up in District No. 35, and was
renamed as Dunman's Prairie School. District No. 28 had a new schoolhouse built, the West
River School, located closer to the developing town, on land that was donated by William
Smith Humble, son of Pleasant Humble.12 While District No. 35 chose not to educate
African-American students, District No. 28 continued to educate colored students at the
Narrow Gauge School (so called because it was located in an old, narrow gauge rail car).
In 1889 Charles Bender, a sawmill owner in Spring, purchased one of the nearby
defunct sawmills, the Milledge and Calhoun sawmill, through bankruptcy proceedings.
Charles Bender provided jobs for many people in the area, including African-Americans, and
also provided housing and a commissary. Over the next few years, Humble became known as
a lumber town. In 1903, landowner Joseph W. Dunman died.13 Since the Dunman Prairie
School was located on his land, District No. 35 shut down the Dunman School building, and
opened a new schoolhouse, the Singleton School, nearby.
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The discovery of oil in Humble in November 1904 greatly increased the town's
population, as thousands of workers and their families descended upon the small town to find
their fortunes in the oil fields. Due to the sudden population influx, the number of students in
both districts greatly increased. From 1904 to 1909, the number of students in District No.
28 increased from 71 to 266, while the number of students in District No. 35 increased from
18 to 91.14 In 1909, the citizens passed the town's first schoolhouse bond for $10,000. 15 The
district used those funds to purchase a block of land on Higgins Street from the Bender
Estate,16 and built the town's first brick schoolhouse. Called the Humble School, located near
the downtown Humble area, it was a two-story, six-room schoolhouse for grades 1-9, built to
replace the old wooden buildings of the West River School. A new wooden schoolhouse for
colored students was also built, across the railroad tracks near an African-American
community on the west side of town. The school was never given a name. It was simply
referred to as the Colored School.
District No. 35 opened their second school for the 1909-1910 school year at
Moonshine Hill, which was the central location of oil drilling in Humble.17 This two-room,
wooden schoolhouse was called the Woodward School, named after Emerson Francis
Woodward,18 one of the superintendents of the Producers Oil Company, which had donated
the land for the school.19 Both of the District No. 35 schools were intermediate schools, for
grades 1-7.
In June 1911, District No. 28 celebrated its first graduates, twins Edith and Ethel
Innman.20 Two months later, the Humble School was designated as a county high school,
allowing the school to offer the full 4-year high school course for students in Humble and
neighboring communities.21 In 1912, District No. 35 requested permission to build a high
school at Moonshine Hill, but the county school board rejected the request.22 The population
of Humble waned over the next few years. Many young men from Humble went away to
war during World War I, including students and some teachers. The original Humble oil
boom from 1904 also died out quickly, although Humble did experience two other oil booms,
in 1914 and 1929, as deeper drilling techniques were developed.23
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District No. 35 suffered a major setback in 1914 when the Harris County
Commissioner's Court ruled that District No. 35 had built the Woodward School at
Moonshine Hill within the geographic boundaries of District No. 28. The Woodward School
was transferred to District No. 28, along with the students and teachers.24 It was the
beginning of the end for District No. 35, as enrollment shrank over the next few years at their
only remaining school, the Singleton School.
In 1917, District No. 28 Superintendent J. F. Crawford appeared before the county
school board requesting that District No. 28 and District No. 35 be consolidated.25 Over the
next year, as a decision on the consolidation was awaited, new schools were built for both
districts. District No. 28 purchased another block of land from the Bender Estate,26 next to
the Humble School, and added a new two-story Humble High School, designed by future
Houston Mayor Oscar F. Holcombe (1888-1968).27 Once the new high school was built, the
Humble School was renamed to the Humble Grammar School. District No. 35 also built a
new brick structure for the Singleton School, replacing the old wooden schoolhouse. District
No. 28 and District No. 35 were finally consolidated as a new district, District No. 50, for the
beginning of the 1918-1919 school year.
A few months later, on February 18, 1919, the 36th Texas Legislature passed House
Bill No. 332, which transformed Harris County Common School District No. 50 into the
Humble Independent School District.28 The newly formed Humble ISD consisted of five
schools: (1) Humble High School on Higgins Street, (2) Humble Grammar School on
Higgins Street, (3) Woodward School at Moonshine Hill, (4) Singleton School on the
Atascocita Road, and (5) the Colored School on the west side of town. A new school, the
Primary School, was opened on Avenue F across from the Humble Grammar School in
1921.29
The district successfully passed a $15,000 Schoolhouse Bond election in March 1923,
but the election was challenged by Humble resident Alfred Lambrecht (1876-1962).
Lambrecht claimed the election was invalid since some of the school board members had
been appointed by the board due to vacancies, even though ability to appoint board members
was not specifically granted in the school district's original charter.30 A District Court judge
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agreed, and the election was voided.31 To solve the problem of ambiguity in the original
incorporation of the district, it was necessary for the 38th Legislature to pass Senate Bill No.
56 in 1923, which amended the original Humble ISD charter and bestowed additional powers
upon the School Board.32
In 1926, the district closed the Singleton School due to low enrollment.33 The Bender
Sawmill closed in 1928, ending employment for a large number of African-Americans who
worked at the mill. The Primary School was discontinued in 1928, and in 1929 the Humble
Grammar School was destroyed in a pre-dawn fire,34 which resulted in students being
doubled-up in the Humble High School building, with half of the students attending school in
the morning, and the other half in the afternoon.35
To alleviate the double-schedule, a new high school was opened in 1930. Charles
Bender High School was one of the most advanced school buildings in Harris County at the
time. It was designed by architect Harry D. Payne (1891-1987), and was modeled after
another one of his designs, Robert E. Lee High School in Baytown.36 The old Humble High
School building was renovated to become Humble Elementary and accommodated students
in grades one through five. To increase the number of students in the district, Humble ISD
allowed high school students to transfer in from neighboring school districts, including the
East and Mount Houston School District.
In 1933, the Woodward School at Moonshine Hill was closed due to low
enrollment.37 At that point, Humble ISD only had three schools: (1) Charles Bender High
School on Higgins Street, (2) Humble Elementary on Higgins Streets, and (3) the Colored
School on the west side of town. Also in 1933, Will, Cap and Ed Borders opened a sawmill
on the west side of Humble, which was fortunate for the African-Americans living in the
nearby community. In addition to providing jobs, they also provided land and homes for their
African-American workers.38 Eventually, this African-American community became known
as Bordersville. The beginning of World War II in 1939 resulted in many more young men
from Humble leaving to serve, and prevented many teens from finishing their education.
The 1940s were a time of strong change for the district. For the 1940-1941 school
year, Humble ISD adopted the twelve-grade system that was being implemented across the
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State.39 In 1942, the district hired its 8th superintendent, Dr. Floyd Burton (1903-1961). Dr.
Burton was responsible for implementing many of the changes that would lead to Humble
ISD's success in the 20th century, including the establishment of a salary schedule for
teachers, implementation of a sick leave policy for staff, successfully lobbying the School
Board to become a member of the Texas Association of School Boards, and contracting out
the tax evaluation system to the IBM Service Bureau. Dr. Burton served in the
Superintendent position until his untimely death in 1961.40
The district had two new construction projects in the 1940s: (a) a football stadium
that opened on Charles Street in 1946, and (2) a new Humble Elementary School building
opened in 1948, also on Charles Street. Sadly, the Colored School was destroyed by a fire in
1947. Suspecting the work of arsonists, and fearing for the safety of the colored students, the
school board arranged for all colored students to be transferred to the Aldine Independent
School District.41 Aldine ISD built a new school in their portion of Bordersville for grades 16 to accommodate these students, while the older students were bused to George Washington
Carver High School in Acres Homes, 26 miles away.42 It would be nearly 20 years before
African-American students were enrolled in Humble again.
In 1950, an attempt was made to merge Humble ISD with the East and Mount
Houston School District.43 Many high school students from the East and Mount Houston
district were already attending Charles Bender High School. The merger was the idea of the
citizens of the East and Mount Houston district. The Humble ISD School Board was in favor
of the merger, since it would result in more students and a larger tax base. However, fearing
they would lose control of their district, the Humble citizens rejected the attempted merger.
East and Mount Houston would later become the North Forest Independent School District.
North Forest ISD was closed by the State in 2013 and merged with Houston ISD.44
With a shifting population, and no single industry dominating the town, the school
district was the single unifying factor in the area. The diminishing size of the student
population became a problem for Humble ISD in the 1950s. Much of the land in Humble
had been bought up during the oil boom in the early 1900s, and was unavailable for building
businesses or homes. Small tracts of land were owned by multiple owners, and finding the
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owners (or their descendants) became a huge problem for potential buyers. The City of
Humble was proactive in locating landowners, and freeing up land for future development.
As land was freed up, more homes were built, and more families moved into the district,
allowing for much needed student growth.
Due to the new homes being built, the area saw some growth in the 1960s, which
resulted in two additional elementary schools being built: Lakeland Elementary near
downtown Humble in 1960, and North Belt Elementary in the southern part of the district in
1968.45 A new high school building (Humble High School) was constructed to replace
Charles Bender High School. Humble High School opened on Wilson Road in 1965, and is
still used as one the district's six high schools. The increase in population was helped along
by the opening of the new Houston Intercontinental Airport in 1969 on the west side of
Humble.46
In 1965, while other districts in the area were battling plans to desegregate their
schools through the courts, Humble ISD quietly implemented desegregation within the
district by admitting African-American children that were living within the district
boundaries.47 There were four African-American students enrolled in Humble High School
for the 1965-1966 school year, and many more would follow over the subsequent years.48 In
April 1966, Humble ISD issued a statement assuring they were in compliance with the
policies for school desegregation plans under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.49
The old Charles Bender High School building would go on to serve as a middle
school, then the district's administrative office, and then as a home for the Curriculum
Department. Falling into disrepair, the district gave the building to the City of Humble in
2011.50 Over the next few years, the city spent $4.4 million to convert the old school in to a
performing arts center, restoring the outside of the building to its original look, while
renovating the inside with plush seating and red oak paneling.51
The building of the master-planned community of Kingwood in the 1970s began a era
of tremendous growth for the district, which continues to this day.52 The opening of
Kingwood resulted in an increase of students, from 2,582 students in 197053 to 10,242
students in 1979.54 Six new schools for Humble were built in the 1970s, all in the Kingwood
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area. This also included the opening of Humble's second high school, Kingwood High
School, for the 1979-1980 school-year.
In the 1980s, the Atascocita community developed in the eastern part of the district,
resulting in more elementary and middle schools. By the end of the 1980s, Humble ISD had
19 campuses (including two high schools) serving over 18,000 students.
Humble ISD today consists of 43 campuses, including 6 high schools. 6 more
campuses are planned over the next 10 years. Humble serves over 42,000 students, with an
average of 1,000 students being added each year.

III. SIGNIFICANCE
Created in 1884 as Harris County Common School District No. 28, the only school in
the district was Joe Dunman's Schoolhouse, located on the Atascocita Road. The District was
split in 1888: the northern portion remained as District No. 28, while the southern portion
was established as District No. 35.
Each district thrived after oil was discovered in Humble in 1904. By 1909, each
district had opened new campuses, including the town's first brick schoolhouse, the Humble
School, located on Higgins Street. As the years progressed, District No. 28 fared well, while
the student population declined in District No. 35.
District No. 28 and District No. 35 were merged to become District No. 50 for the
1918-1919 school year. A few months later, on February 18, 1919, the 36th Texas
Legislature transformed District No. 50 into the Humble Independent School District, located
at this location on Higgins Street.
Over the next few decades, the district would continue to survive during the Great
Depression, World War II, and a dwindling student population. For many years, the district
was the single unifying element keeping the community together. By the end of the 1950s,
the district began to grow as more and more families moved into the area, thanks to the
building of Houston Intercontinental Airport on the west side of town in the late 1960s, and
the opening of the master-planned community of Kingwood in the 1970s.
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By 2018, the district that started with a single school had grown to consist of 43
schools. The Humble Independent School District has a rich history, and through the years
has maintained a quality education for its students.
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IV. IMAGES
Image 1

Map: Boundaries of District No. 28 and District No. 35 (1889)
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