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BBE’s tradition of  The Nutcracker continues
Conroe ISD recently honored Dr. Debbie McKinney, 

Elementary Music Facilitator and Music Specialist at Bear 
Branch Elementary, at Conroe ISD’s 20th performance of 
The Nutcracker.  Dr. McKinney was one of three music 
specialists in Conroe ISD who directed music for The Nut-

cracker.  She then began the tradition of 
“The Nutcracker” at Bear Branch, which 
is now in its 11th year. 

BBE students have been perform-
ing this beautiful musical since 1990. 
At first, costumes were made of paper.  
Over the years, Bear Branch PTA invest-
ed funds toward updates, additions, and 
changes in costumes. Debbie won a grant 
from the Humble ISD Education Founda-
tion in 2003 to help with costumes. 

 “My goal in offering this experi-
ence for students is to provide every child with the opportu-
nity to experience learning through a quality music produc-
tion,” said McKinney. Research has proven that children 
who have rich musical heritage increase their thinking 
skills and score better on achievement test.  One way of 
giving children a rich musical heritage is to provide musical 

memories for them by beginning a tradition. 
At BBE that tradition is The Nut-
cracker. 

“Our production is full-
blown with scenery, costumes, 
dancing, singing and the playing 
of instruments,” said McKinney.  
“About 100 students each year 
participate, and costumes and 
scenery are used again and again.  

This practice allows every 
student involved to have the 
opportunity to: discover his/
her hidden talent, becom-
ing a musical ‘star’ through 
successful participation in 
the quality musical, thus increasing each child's self esteem 
(Music TEKS 5.2), describe and analyze various songs in 
The Nutcracker (Music TEKS 5.1), using appropriate music 
terminology (music TEKS 5.6) and experience multicultur-
alism through the use of various music, dances, and cos-
tumes from China, Russia, England, and Arabia; and expe-
rience life in a different time period and a different country, 
by literally ‘walking in someone 
else's shoes’ in the musical (music 
TEKS 5.5), and the study of music 
history by studying Tchaikovsky 
and his music on the internet 
(music TEKS 5.5).  The younger 
children have the opportunity each 
year to view and evaluate a quality 
musical production (music TEKS 
K-4.6) and set personal goals for 
themselves when they get to 5th grade, thus making this 

both a learning and motivational experience.” 
The musical play is based on the book 

originally written in 1819 by E.T.A. Hoffman 
titled The Nutcracker and the Mouse King. In 
the late 1800's Peter Tchaikovsky adapted the 
story into a ballet. In 1986, Mary Kay Beall 
added words to Tchaikovsky's melodies and 
added speaking parts to create a children's 
musical.

Debbie McKinney



Stupendous! Mainte-
nance Invento-
ry Control em-

ployee Rudy Philibert Jr. was 
chosen by District vendor Shif-
fler Equipment for the cover of 
their 2011 catalog. The Shiffler 
Equipment catalog is a national 
publication.  On Dec. 10 Anne 
Marie of Shiffler Equipment 
surprised Rudy with a framed 
copy of the cover.

Child Nutrition Department employee David Thomp-
son was honored by Lone Star College Kingwood in recog-
nition of earning the Dr. Linda Stegall Excellence in Educa-
tion Scholarship Endowment.

The endowment provides Lone Star College-King-
wood scholarships of $3,000 to full-time freshmen based 
on GPA. One of the top twenty LSC-Kingwood freshman 
students, David’s GPA is 4.0. After serving for 15 years as 
child nutrition manager, David is now pursuing a teaching 
degree through the Lone Star College/University of Hous-
ton Bachelor of Arts in Teaching program, after which he 
hopes to teach elementary general education or middle 
school science.

Atascocita Springs special education teacher Rebecca 
Kern has graduated from Bellevue University with her 
Master of Science degree in Clinical Counseling.  She is 
currently preparing to take the National Counselor Exam so 
that she can practice as a Licensed Professional Counselor 
in Texas.

 

HHE Counselor Lisa 
Richardson’s son, Ryley Rich-
ardson, a junior at KPHS, earned 
a spot on 2010 18-4A All Dis-
trict Football Team as first team 
kicker.  He scored over 60 points 
his season!

Grant Awarded!
Pine Forest Elementary has been 

awarded a $12,000 Writing Grant from 
an anonymous donor who truly values education! Congratu-
lations to Jill Romig, PFE 4th grade teacher and writing 
coach, for applying for this grant on behalf of PFE students 
and staff!

Maplebrook 5th grade teacher 
Laura Pash’s son, Patrick Pash, a 
senior at KHS, has achieved a long-
time goal. Since third grade, Pat-
rick wanted to attend an Ivy League 
University and swim for a Division 
1 swim team. After many hours of 
working hard in the classroom and 
the natatorium, Patrick has accepted 
an offer to attend Cornell University 

in New York. Patrick plans to double major in Biology and 
Business while he competes in swimming.

Pictured with their grant check are Pine Forest prin-
cipal TJ Hall, 4th grade teacher/writing coach Jill Romig,  
2nd grade teacher/writing coach Kristie Felan, and assis-
tant principal Lori Paschall. 

AVID continues to search for outstanding tutors. We 
look for local students who are mature, reliable and excel-
lent role models; education majors are especially desirable. 
Applicants must be strong in math, science and English; 
Pre-AP and AP course experience is recommended, but not 
mandatory.

AVID needs student tutors 



Bus driver Sandy Smith lost her home and all the 
contents to fire on Dec. 5. An account for donations has 
been set up at Wells Fargo in Sandra Smith’s name, account 
#8402858008.

Any household items that are donated to help her and 
her grandson can be dropped off at Transportation Building 
C. They are staying with relatives now and will have access 
to a storage unit. They literally need everything.

One of our own in need

Kathy Joseph, Creekwood 
Middle assistant principal, is recovering 
from a cornea transplant.

 
Ashley Jolley, Creekwood Texas history teacher, is 

recovering from shoulder surgery.

New Faces and Places

Pine Forest Elementary wel-
comes a new kindergarten teacher, 
Erin Lehnert. 

Sharing and  Serving...

Kindergarten students at Eagle Springs Elemen-
tary invited their second and third grade reading buddies 
to participate in a special service learning project for the 
holidays.  The children wore their pajamas on Dec. 3 and 
brought a new pair of pajamas to donate to Scholastic’s 
Great Bedtime Story Pajama Drive.  The students donated 
176 pairs of pajamas as well as $92 to cover the cost of 
shipping.  Scholastic will pair each set of pajamas with a 
new book and then send the gifts to needy children in group 
homes, shelters, foster care, and orphanages. 

 

The Support Services Division, including Child Nutri-
tion Services, Custodial Services, Construction & Facility 
Planning, Maintenance and Transportation, completed their 
third annual Winter Holiday Toy Drive.  All toys were do-
nated to HAAM.

Pine Forest hosted an Empty Stocking Toy Drive dur-
ing December for less fortunate students in our community. 
With the help of students, families, teachers, and adminis-
tration, Student Council members collected a truck full of 
toys for the HAAM Outreach Program. Giving back to our 
community was PFE's Student Council's wish for this holi-
day season! Pictured are the Student Council with sponsors 
Amanda Bice (4th) and Kristie Felan (2nd).



HHS regis-
trar’s office assis-
tant Nancy Cozad 
announces the Nov. 

20 wedding of her daughter, Samantha, to Benjamin Bea-
zley from Burleson. The couple were married in Waco on 
the Baylor campus. Samantha is an HHS graduate and will 
graduate from Baylor University this month with a master’s 
in accounting. The couple will reside in Dallas.

Atascocita Springs 4th grade teacher Rachel Reyes 
announces her engagement to Casey Shows.

Park Lakes 4th grade 
teacher Greg Hynes announces 
the Nov. 1 birth of his son, Jus-
tus Hayden. He weighed 8 lbs., 8 
oz. and was 20 1/4 inches long. 

 
Park Lakes kindergarten teacher Gwen Thompson 

announces October 30 birth of her daughter, Gionna Ki-
mora Thompson. she weighed 7 lbs. 

 
Park Lakes 1st grade teacher 

Chari Valdez announces the Nov. 2 
birth of her son, Ethan Joaquin. He 
weighed 5 lbs., 14 oz. 

Bear Branch applied skills teacher Jill Crawford 
announces the Dec. 8 birth of her first child, Lilian “Lily” 
Faith.  She weighed 7 lbs., 1 oz.

 
Summer Creek High School special ed. instructional 

coach Sarah Olesen announces the Nov. 10 birth of her 
son, Andrew Ryan Olesen. He weighed 8 lbs., and 9 oz. 

River Pines 4th grade teacher Sarah Szczepaniec an-
nounces the Sept. 9 birth of her daughter, Maya Elena. She 
weighed 6 lbs., 2 oz.

 
River Pines 2nd grade teacher Lindsay Marco an-

nounces the Nov. 4 birth of her son, Gavin David Marco. 
He weighed 7 lbs., 4 oz.

CMS PE teacher and coach Stacy Inman announces 
the Nov. 30 birth of her daughter, Carrington Shepard In-
man. She weighed 7 lbs. 4 oz. and was 20.5 inches. 

Maplebrook nurse Donna Liptak announces the 
Nov. 25 birth of her granddaughter, Elizabeth Rose.  She 
weighed 7 lbs., 13 oz. and was 20 inches long. 

CLC ESL teacher 
Karen Livingston an-
nounces the Oct. 15 birth 
of her first grandson, 
Matthew Kai Livings-
ton. He weighed 7 lbs., 
6 oz. Dad Michael is a 
2002 HHS graduate and 
a 2006 UT graduate. 

Wedding 
Bells

Park Lakes 
Elementary 

had a special 
guest at their 
Fall Flu Shot 

Clinic, provided 
by Walgreen’s 

Pharmacy. 

Elm Grove 3rd grade teacher  
Melissa Ling anounces the Nov. 4 
birth of her son, Andrew.

Justus Hayden & brothers

Matthew Kai Livingstn

Ethan Joaquin Valdez

Andrew Ling & sister Madison

 December Your Schools TV show 

Your Schools TV is going 
to our website this week, so be 
sure to check it out during the 
break at www.humbleisd.net/
YSnews.

See teachers learning in 
China, AHS student giving 

back in Africa, kids becoming rocket scientists at KHS, up-
coming rodeo events, and KPHS kids raising show animals.

 Thanks to Lone Star College-Kingwood’s LSC-TV 
crew for the use of their equipment, expertise and air time, 
making this show possible for Humble ISD.

Your Schools TV



Christmas Spirit is alive and well in Transportation

Sympathy to Cathy Ransdell, 
Pine Forest art teacher, on the loss of her 

brother-in-law, Ryan Ransdell, in an auto 
accident.

Condolences to Judith Saucedo, bus aide, on the Nov. 
23 loss of her father, Manuel Mugica Berdon.

 
Sympathy to Michele Galindo, Bear Branch kinder-

garten teacher, on the recent loss of her grandmother.

Condolences to the Park Lakes Ele-
mentary family on the loss of pre-kindergar-
ten aide Barbie Burrell. Barbie previously 
worked at Creekwood Middle School.  

 
Sympathy to the Transportation Department family on 

the Dec. 4 loss of former longtime employee, Pat McLain.

Condolences to Brooke Piatt, Summer Creek HS 
teacher, on the loss of her husband, Michael Platt.

Transportation 
family got into 
the holiday 
spirit by trans-
forming their 
offices.  At 
left, trainers 
Deborah Gar-
rett, Barbara 
Rendon and 
Rosa Kennedy show off their holiday decor.  Above, Christy 
Mays and Jean Wyatt enjoy their Yuletide workspace.



This time of 
year reminds us of 
all we are thank-
ful for. One of the 
biggest gifts in our 

school district is the gift of our faithful supporters. Every 
day your generosity is put into action - changing lives for-
ever.

A few weeks ago, we asked Aaron to share his story:

At age 16, I moved from Brooklyn, N Y and 
started going to Humble High School. My mother’s 
prayers must have worked, because the move saved me 
from a drug-filled neighborhood and the life of crime 
(I’m embarrassed to say this) that I was already start-
ed on. The teachers encouraged me to buckle down, 
apply myself and start a better life than I ever imag-
ined was possible when I was growing up. In my junior 
year, my favorite teacher, Mrs. Harrell, encouraged me 
to apply for the International Baccalaureate program. 
Wow! It was one of the most challenging things I have 
ever done. I finished my senior year with a 3.9 GPA.

I’m proud to say that I am now a scholarship re-
cipient and scholar athlete at Texas State University. 
But Humble ISD, its programs and its teachers, saved 
my life and molded me into a man. At TSU I’m en-
rolled in honors college and active in student govern-
ment. When I was 15, I never imagined that I would 
ever move out of the projects in New York and get to 
pursue my dreams of studying Aviation. One year in 
Humble ISD changed my life forever. In another dis-
trict, I might have been ignored as a transfer student 
and slipped through the cracks. But in Humble ISD, 
every student is a person and treated like they can 
grow up to change the world. Watch out Continental, 
here I come!

Thank you for listening to my story. And thank 
you for supporting Humble school district.” 

–Aaron, 2010 graduate, Humble High School

If you’d like to be part of helping other students 
achieve their dreams, please visit the Foundation’s web site 
at http://www.humbleisdfoundation.org/. And Happy Holi-
days to our loyal supporters, from all the students that you 
impact, every day!
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