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“My passion  is
teaching children.”

The Humble ISD Teachers of the Year were
featured as the guest speakers at an Humble Area
Chamber of Commerce  Luncheon. The speech
presented by Risa McCann, Creekwood Middle
School teacher, is reprinted below.

I can still remember the texture of the new
blue canvas-covered three ring binders, the
bulkiness of the box of Kleenex tissues, the clean
fresh sheets of loose leaf paper, the new fresh
bottle of Elmer’s glue, and the shiny blunt end
scissors. I can recall the feeling of all these items
jiggling around in my backpack during the bus
ride to Glen Oaks Elementary
School. The excitement of that
day still quickens my heart, for
on that morning, I would meet
my Kindergarten teacher, Mrs.
Melder.  From that day on I can
honestly proclaim, “I love
school supplies.  I love school.
I love teaching. “

     As I stand before you today, I realize that
I am a very lucky girl. My passion is teaching
children. I have been honored as the Humble
I.S.D. Secondary Teacher of the Year 2004-2005
because I do a job that most days I adore so much
that I would do it for free!  I have always mar-
veled at the fact that I am paid to do something
that I enjoy so much. How lucky can I be?

     The suggested topic of my speech today
was staying motivated. I think after you listen to
me describe my classroom you will understand
what keeps me personally motivated. Hopefully,
you will find some ideas to help keep you
motivated or to motivate others, whether you are
in a classroom or a business. (Continued on page 4)

     Teaching middle school is a challenge.
Unlike the movie “Groundhog Day,” where the
actor Bill Murray is forced to live the same day
over and over again, my job in Room 103 at
Creekwood Middle School is different every day.

That changing environment is stimulating to
me.  Believe me, I never know what will happen
that day in the classroom. Middle school students
are in transition from childhood to young adult-
hood.

One day they might entertain each other in
the lab units using potholders as hand puppets.

The next day the same young
person comes into my room with
an adult attitude wishing to be
perceived and treated as an adult.
The third day, I promise, the
same student comes in and must
have been invaded during the
night by an alien being, because I

do not recognize him!
     The average age range in my Foods for

Today classroom is 12-14 years. Some kids have
just turned 12 and others are counting the days
until they celebrate their 15th birthday and can
get their driver’s learning permit. Some students
have never been allowed into the kitchen at home
to cook and others are expected to produce dinner
by the time their parents arrive home from work.

     A good teacher must possess and model
enthusiasm for the subject matter and also a
certain amount of enthusiasm for life. That
enthusiasm helps to promote curiosity in the
learner.  Curiosity can only be quenched when
knowledge is attained. Each day with my students



Humble ISD’s new warehouse/
textbook supervisor is Mike
Townsend.

Child Nutrition Services
welcomes financial assistant Julie
Naldrett who was formerly with the
PACE program.

Oak Forest Elementary PPCD teacher Sheila Baker retired
this month. A retirement celebration will be held at Oak Forest
Dec. 16 at 3:30 p.m.

Foster Elementary says goodbye to Dawn Mefford, who is
moving to Tennessee and welcomes back former Foster staffer
Donna Burkhardt to fill her position.

Technology Services help desk
specialist Mary Malloy announces
the Nov. 6 marriage of her daughter,
Chevonne Michelle, to Barry Calvert
in Spring, Tx. Chevonne is a 2003

HHS graduate.

North Belt kindergarten teacher Katie Pruitt announces
her Dec. 18 wedding to Wade Baker.

Humble Elementary third grade teacher Christy Gordon
announces her engagement to Lance Russel. A spring wedding is
planned.

Creekwood special services teacher Tamara Williams
announces her Nov. 12 marriage to Scott Meaney in Kingwood.

Creekwood teacher and coach Kacy Patok announces her
engagement to Matt Tindal. No date has been set.

Pine Forest life skills teacher Jane
Poindexter will be a main speaker at the
North American Active Learning Conven-

tion in San Francisco in May. This conven-
tion serves special educators who work with

young children with severe or multiple disabilities. Jane has used
the Active Learning techniques developed by Lili Nielsen with great
results.

Timberwood attendance specialist Sherry Gee earned her
Certified Educational Office Professional (CEOP) certificate in
October.

CATE center health science technology teacher Terri Curry
wishes to recognize students who passed the Texas Certification
Nurse Assistant Examination on Dec. 11. The students are Kelly
Comeaux, Laura Garcia, Anne Keithly, Ashley Mikolas, Jennifer
Robertson, Jessica Tevepaugh and Megan Westfall from HHS, and
Robyn Borkowski and Stephanie Mumford from KHS.

Lakeland fifth grade teacher
LaSondra Stewart announces the Nov.
24 birth of her daughter, Bria Nicole. She
weighed 7 lbs., 14 oz.

North Belt kindergarten
teacher Carla Craig announces the Nov. 5

birth of her son, Carter Timothy.

Humble 9th English teacher Melanie Haupt announces the
Oct. 14 birth of her daughter, Rylee Catherine. She weighed 6
lbs., 13 oz.

Humble High counselor Danell Kite and HHS head
basketball coach Troy Kite announce the Dec. 1 birth of their
son, Caleb. He weighed 7 lbs., 2 oz.

Deerwood third grade teacher Dawnielle Shrader an-
nounces the Nov. 28 birth of her daughter, Annabelle Reese. She
weighed 7 lbs., 12 oz.

Humble 9th science teacher Sarah Berard announces the Dec.
9 birth of her daughter, Ali Elizabeth. She weighed 7 lbs., 11 oz.

Bear Branch second grade teacher Barb Braymen an-
nounces the Dec. 2 birth of her first grandchild, Reese Elizabeth
Braymen. She weighed 9 lbs., 3 oz.

Creekwood special services teacher
Stacy Melton announces the Oct. 24 birth
of her son, David Nathaniel.

Bus driver Virginia Burns an-
nounces  the birth of her granddaughter,
Jordan Nicole. She weighed 9 lbs., 14 oz.

Humble ISD Finance Department
office professional Jeanette Guidry
announces the Nov. 12 birth of her first grandchild, Kenneth Huff.
He weighed 4 lbs., 13 oz., was five weeks premature, and is home
doing fine.



Sympathy to Candace
Walker, Child Nutrition Services
supervisor for secondary, on the
loss of her husband.

Condolences to Jill Spross, Humble High science teacher,
on the loss of her mother.

Sympathy to Linda Martin, HHS AP secretary, on  the loss
of her father.

Condolences to Marita Mathews and Jennifer Womack,
Creekwood Middle teachers, on the loss of their father and
grandfather.

Sympathy to Mary Widmier, assistant superintendent for
Human Resources, on the loss of her mother.

Betty Jarrell, Child Nutrition
Services, is recovering from surgery.

Becky Phillips, North Belt
cafeteria manager, is on leave because of illness.

Sarah Smallwood, ISC custodian, is recuperating from
surgery.

Brenda Rider, Maplebrook fifth grade teacher, is recover-
ing from surgery.

Great news: Bob Atteberry, KMS principal, received a new
heart Dec. 11 and remains in stable condition at Methodist. His
condition improves daily. Bob’s family asks that you also remem-
ber the donor family who unselfishly shared the gift of life.

Letty Menchaca, Humble Elementary attendance special-
ist, is at home recovering from surgery.

Debi Layne, Humble Elementary counselor, has returned to
work following surgery.

Hidden Hollow makes

changes to keep kids safe
Hidden Hollow Elementary School staff members are doing

an outstanding job protecting students. The school recently
revised its visitor sign-in sheet. Now, visitors must indicate their
relationship to a student when they sign-in. Additionally, staff
members approach visitors walking on campus to politely inquire
if the visitor needs assistance. This allows the staff members to
ascertain the visitors’ intent. The result: Students are protected
from contact with people who don’t have legitimate business
being on campus.

Earlier this year, a Channel 2 news reporter showed how
easy it would be for an adult to have contact with a child during
the school day without the parents’ knowledge. The reporter,
equipped with a hidden camera, followed school procedures and
successfully had lunch with students. This occurred at two
campuses in Kingwood, as well as at campuses throughout the
Greater Houston area.

Rather than react angrily to the TV story, Humble ISD
officials chose to use the situation as a “teachable moment” to
reflect on how our visitor check-in system could be improved.

Kudos to Hidden Hollow Elementary for developing a great
plan!

The KHS Madrigals, an extracurricular choir that dresses
in period costumes and sings music from the 1600s will have a
reunion concert this Friday, Dec. 17, at Good Shepherd Episco-
pal Church, 2929 Woodland Hills Drive. All former Madrigal
members are invited to join in this event featuring songs from
the madrigal repertoire. For more information, contact Keith
Dixon by email or at ext. 6994.

Humble High student council, sponsored by Emily Fuson,
Courtney Solomon and Tanya Webber, recently completed their
sixth annual Shoes for Kids drive. In this community service
project StuCo students take underprivileged children to
Deerbrook mall for the day.

The kids pick out a  pair of
shoes, play in the mall play-
ground, eat at Chic-Fil-A and
have their picture taken with
Santa. This year 153 children
received shoes and a day at the
mall, thanks to StuCo, Chic-
Fil-A and Deerbrook Mall.

Kingwood High FFA students, under the leadership of Joe
Lemmons, hosted their annual Santa’s Farm last weekend.

About 120 students hosted the event at the KHS ag barns,
providing hands-on visits with their animals, free popcorn,
cookies and hot beverages, a live nativity scene and visits with
Santa to over 2,500 visitors.



(Continued from page 1)
provides an opportunity to foster and to develop that enthusiasm
and curiosity. My job is to gather all of these young people of
various ages and with different levels of kitchen experience and
lead them into learning. I focus their attention and learning to the
current unit of study. Three days a week I guide them into
cooking presentable, edible, and enjoyable menu items. We cook
a variety of foods from cheesecake to eggs in a bag, oatmeal
raisin cookies to fried rice.

     Students and workers seem to thrive in an environment
that has an overall element of joy. Laughter and humor in my
classroom help to keep a student’s interest. Simple jokes about
eggs, cheese, salads and milk, pepper my Foods for Today
lessons. Even if the students do not laugh, they at least smile and
feel somewhat lighter in spirit that day as a result of having been
in my classroom. For years, I have kept friends and family
entertained with stories of Kitchen Bloopers, like the young girl
who thought she should bake the knife in the cornbread so when
the knife came out of the bread clean she would know the bread
was done. I remember another young student who created quite a
bit of smoke in our classroom because she grilled a slice of
American cheese on a hot griddle–she was making a grilled
cheese sandwich!

     The students learn the value of reading carefully,
measuring ingredients accurately, and following directions.  I still
remember the faces of the students who baked biscuits that
sparkled. They learned that there is a tremendous difference
between 1/2 tsp. of salt and 1/2 cup of salt! I guess my all-time
favorite story is when my son Andy discovered his lab partner’s
fake fingernail in his hot biscuit. Her response to his cry of
disgust was “Oh, I lost it when I was kneading the dough–thank
you!”  She took it from him and he just seemed to dissolve down
into his chair. These are priceless moments of joy and learning!

     Love and concern are also critical ingredients in a
successful learning environment or productive workplace.
Students need to know and hear that their teacher truly cares for
them and enjoys them. Daily, I tell my students that I care for
them. A simple pat on the back, an acknowledgement of an
achievement of theirs outside of my classroom, a note from me in
the mail–all give indication of that caring. When I return from an
absence I tell them how much I missed the class and I ask about
their day.

     The greatest “paycheck” that I could ever receive as a
teacher is not the one deposited in the bank, but the one that
comes directly from a student. The beaming faces of students
when they produce a food product they enjoy or when they
master the information learned well enough to earn a sticker on
their test.

     Another source of joy or motivation for me is when
students bring me samples of foods they have prepared at home.
One night I ran into a student and her dad at Kroger. Her dad

explained that they were there to purchase the ingredients for a
loquat pie. The daughter had picked the loquats off a backyard
bush, gone on-line for a recipe for loquat pie and convinced her
dad to take her to the store for the ingredients. He said she kept
saying, “I can do this! Mrs. McCann said . . .”  The next day she
brought me a slice of the pie and it was delicious. Wow, I am a
lucky girl!

     Former students who come back for a visit have asked if
I still sing the “Little Gold Box” song. Near the end of the
semester when I have developed a bond with each child, I sing
this song to them during a cooking lab. It is simple, but endear-
ing. “If I had a little gold box, I’d put my Max right in, I would
take him out and Kiss, Kiss, Kiss and put him back again!” They
blush when they hear their names, but their faces beam at me
when I am done. We both know our time together in Room 103
has been well spent. They have learned, developed skills and self-
confidence. Most of all, they have come to know me, how much I
care about them and just how much I love teaching!

     One of my greatest blessings is having the opportunity to
teach middle school. That opportunity is sometimes filled with
exhausting challenges, hormone-driven young people, seeming
insurmountable amounts of paperwork and meetings, and
mountains of grading. However, each time that I get discouraged
I only have to stop and think of the joyful anticipation that I
always have on the first day of school. I recall the texture of the
blue canvas binder and I only hope that the students in my classes
will feel that same way each time they step into my classroom. I
believe that whether you are a teacher or a person in business,
enthusiasm for life, joy found in the pursuit of your passion, and
love for yourself and others are all essential traits to a successful
life endeavor.

Humble Middle School sixth
grade science teacher Cecilia Beckham
has worked for the last seven years to bring
positive incentives to help non-traditional students so
that they may shine. Students caught living one of the five
“paws” for success traits are given a Caught by the Cat award
ticket, which can be redeemed for items at the students store or
deposited for a chance drawing.

Cecilia loves announcing the student names with
excitement and joy. “This is a good way to make it fun. I like to
be a little silly and the kids like that too.” Over the years she has
made the incentives appealing with age-appropriate gifts for the
teenagers, adding that she is still a kid at heart and likes nothing
more than seeing students happy.
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