
News and notes from and about our                                         family of Humble ISD Employees
Vol. 9   No. 3 Nov./Dec. 2010A Gold Star Award                Winning Publication

New electricty contract will save millions!

From a Chronical story by By Peggy Fikac, Austin Bureau

A telephone poll was conducted in October for the 
Houston Chronicle, San Antonio Express-News, Dal-
las Morning News, Fort Worth Star-Telegram and Austin 
American-Statesman. According to the poll, in the face 
of a budget shortfall projected to top $20 billion, voters 
surveyed would rather slash higher education funding than 
that of public schools, health care for the poor or public 
safety.

Asked where they would cut the most among the four 
areas, 28 percent targeted higher education, 12 percent said 
they would like to see spend-
ing cuts in public safety, and 
7 percent chose health ser-
vices for the poor. The least 
appealing option appeared 
to be reduced spending on 

 Humble ISD is entering into a new electricity contract 
that will save the school district almost $2.4 million per 
year in utility costs.

“We’re extremely pleased,” Martha 
Buckner, assistant superintendent for Support 
Services, said. “Money saved on the operation-
al side is money that can be invested into the 
instructional program.”

District officials began working months 
ago to get a new contract in place that would 
offer substantial cost savings in the deregulated 
Texas energy market.

“We set as a goal to secure a new elec-
tricity contract that would be at least two cents 
less per kilowatt hour,” Buckner said. “We 
ended up securing a savings of 3.101 cents per 
kilowatt hour.” 

District officials timed the market to take advantage of 
current conditions, including surplus availability of natural 
gas. “We locked in our price the day after the market hit a 

historic low,” Buckner said.
Currently, Humble ISD is paying 8.451 cents per kilo-

watt hour. Under the new contract, the district 
will be paying 5.350 cents per kilowatt hour. 
The new contract takes effect May 1, 2011. 
The district is under contract with another pro-
vider until April 30, 2011.

The new contract will be for 36 months 
and was awarded to MidAmerican Energy. 
Amerex Energy Services advised district of-
ficials in the evaluation of competitive propos-
als submitted by retail electricity providers. 

School districts across Texas are antici-
pating budget challenges due to an anticipated 
$25 billion budget shortfall at the state level 
that could seriously harm public education, 
as well as on-going problems with the state’s 

system of funding public schools. 
“This is some help toward that challenge,” Buckner 

said.

public education, with only 4 percent 
choosing that.

If revenue is to be raised, 42 percent favor increas-
ing taxes on alcoholic beverages, while 22 percent want to 
authorize new forms of gambling. Eleven percent picked 
broadening the sales tax to include items not currently 
taxed, and 3 percent chose the idea of a statewide property 
tax. Nine percent said they would not raise revenue by any 
of those methods.

While the financial outlook appears gloomy, most vot-
ers do NOT want to cut funding for public education! 

Help our voices be heard in Austin during the 82nd 
session. Make an impact on our children’s future. Join the 
Humble ISD Legislative Committee at its first meeting on 
Wednesday, Dec. 1, at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room of the 
Administration Building. Please call 281-641-8200 or email 
legislative@humble.k12.tx.us to sign up for the committee.

Texas voters value, support public schools



Stupendous!

Dr. Bonnie Longnion

SCHS/QHS nurse Tanya Gar-
rett’s son, Zachary Garrett (07 HHS), 
was a producer, cinematographer, and 
music director on “Life is Not a Musi-
cal: The Musical.” It is an independently produced feature-
length musical composed of eight original songs and a cast 
of about 120. It will be released in CA on Dec. 11.

The American Business Women’s 
Association (ABWA) named Dr. Bonnie 
Longnion, an educator of 40 years, one of 
the Top Ten Business Women of the Year. 
This is a national program that honors 10 

outstanding members for achieving ex-
cellence in career, education and com-
munity involvement. Dr. Longnion will 
receive her award at the ABWA Na-
tional Women’s Leadership Conference 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee, October 28-
30. “Top Ten candidates are a paradigm 
for ABWA members who strive for 
excellence in their careers, their com-
munities, and in the Association,” says 
René Street, ABWA Executive Direc-
tor. “It is a privilege to recognize these outstanding women 
this year at the National Conference and to gain inspiration 
from their accomplishments.” 

Kingwood High School’s Aerospace Science Class 
recently launched rockets that the students built themselves. 
The launch occurred Oct. 20 from the KHS practice foot-
ball field. The goal is a rocket that flies stably and high. To 
achieve this, students must study how size, angle and shape 
affect flight. They determine center of pressure, center of 
mass, and more.  “I feel like I’ve learned a lot about what 
I hope to be doing in my career,” said senior Emily Fotjik, 
who plans to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy. 

Pictured above, School Board member Robert Scarfo 
attended the launch and some of the students had him con-
trol their ignition switch.

Greentree Elementary 2nd grade teacher Jessica Gar-
land ran the Galveston Half Marathon. 

KHS soccer coach Kevin Johnson was 
inducted into the soccer coaches' Hall of Fame 
on Nov. 19. He is the only coach in Texas to 
take both a boys and a girls team to the state 
tournament final four.  In 1995 he guided the 
Lady Mustangs to the State Championship 
with a record of 29-0.  He has also guided the boys to three 
State Runner-up titles, 1999, 2001, and 2005.  He is also a 
two time finalist for National Coach of the Year.

 
KHS tennis coach Kim Enocksen will receive a 

special honor on Dec. 3. The first annual Kim Enocksen 
Integrity Award will be presented to her at the Texas Tennis 
Coaches Association in New Braunsfel, TX.  This award 
that bears her name will be given annually to one of over 
500 tennis coaches in the state of Texas. 

The Humble ISD Child Nutrition Services Department 
is one of the largest support services departments in our dis-
trict with over 325 employees. Each of our 40 schools has 
a self operated cafeteria that prepares breakfast and lunch 
for students, staff and guests. Over 3.5 million meals were 
served during the 2009-2010 school year.

The Child Nutrition Services Department is self-fund-
ed, earning revenue and paying all department expenses.  
CNS does 
not receive 
funds from 
local property 
taxes.  The 
annual CNS 
budget is ap-
proximately 
$13 million.

What you don’t know about CNS



 Last year Lake Shore teacher Sharon Robicheaux 
organized  a food drive in which LSE donated to HAAM 
almost 800 food items.  This year they far exceeded that 
and delivered four pickup trucks of food, 4892 items.  “I 
feel truly blessed to be a part of such a caring community 
of students and teachers,” said Robicheaux. Pictured is the 
LSE Student Council and 5th grade teachers who helped in 
gathering food items. 

The Summer Creek Culinary Arts students pre-
pared and served over 250 people hors d’ oeuvres this 
month at the Empty Stocking Event hosted by Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Fields. The event was a toy drive which benefit-
ted Humble Area Assistance Ministries. The Culinary Arts 
program is  taught by Chef Daniella Jenkins at SCHS.

Sharing and  Serving...

Creekwood Middle School’s service for U.S. veter-
ans, instigated and led by science teacher Jan York, is an 
ongoing mission extending from year to year.

On Oct. 20 students learned about the life of U.S. Ma-
rine Luke Yepsem, who was killed in Iraq in 2006. Luke’s 
mother, Sheila Yepsem, visited with students to talk about 
her son.

CMS participated in a Patriotic Concert Nov. 6 at 
Woodridge Baptist Church to raise funds for the WWI 
Memorial Foundation and Wounded Warriors. Guest per-
formances included Houston Tidelanders, CMS, KMS and 
RMS choirs, CMS orchestra, brass ensemble, theatre and 
art students. Emcee was Sonia Azad, KTRK Houston.

A permanent Veterans Memorial on CMS grounds is 
being researched and planned by a group of teachers and 
students led by science teacher Terra Farmer to honor vet-
erans in the Kingwood Community.

Lakeland needed 
books for their front office 
reading center. Thanks to 
employees in the ISC and 
Administration build-
ings, along with a few 
other donors, Lakeland 
Elementary has a fully 
stocked Reading Center.

Quest Early College High School PTSA is col-
lecting new books for the HAAM Empty Stocking drive 
through Dec. 8. They hope to collect a minimum of 300 
books for the drive. If you would like to give a new or 
gently used book to those who can’t afford them, send it to 
QECHS and indicate that it is for HAAM.

Quest ECHS volunteers are helping raise funds for 
the Humble ISD Education Foundation by staffing the gift 
wrapping booth at Deerbrook Mall on Dec. 5 from noon-6 
p.m. In exchange for their gift wrapping assistance, Deer-
brook Mall will donate $4,000 to the Education Founda-
tion! The gift wrapping booth is located in the old mall 
security station and entrance.



MORE Sharing and  Serving...

Jack Fields Student Council challenges teachers! 
What started out as a project from the Student Council of 
Jack Fields Elementary has become a mission for the whole 
school. Students and teachers have challenged each other to 
see who can collect the most can goods to help provide food 
for families in need. JFE has collected 1,375 food items for 
HAAM, to help local families during the coming holidays.

The Administration Building family donated food to 
support HAAM.  The West Wing, East Wing and Central 
Division competed for number of donations, with Central 
Division winning.  Pictured are Deborah “Boo” Odom, 
Sherry Smith of HR and Julie Gazelas of the Tax Office, 
who counted and delivered the items. 

Check out the November show

The Humble ISD 
Your Schools TV show 
for November is online. 
See two nationally hon-
ored teachers, IB stu-
dents learning in Japan, 
students who advise the 
superintendent, HAAM 

toy drive, and the all-new Turner stadium that is now open! 
Check it out at www.humbleisd.net/YSnews.

 Thanks to Lone Star College-Kingwood’s LSC-TV 
crew for the use of their equipment and air time, making 
this show possible for Humble ISD.

Your Schools TV

AVID continues to search for 
outstanding tutors. If your college/
high school student is looking for a 
great job, consider the AVID pro-
gram. 

We look for local students 
who are mature, reliable and excel-
lent role models; education majors 
are especially desirable. Applicants 
must be strong in math, science and 
English; Pre-AP and AP course 
experience is recommended, but not 
mandatory.

AVID needs student tutors 

The Humble Child Nutrition Association made 
Thanksgiving baskets with all the trimmings for member 
families in need.  CNA members donated non-perishable 
items to fill twelve baskets. CNS employee Norma Osor-
nia’s husband donated turkeys for each basket to make the 
meal complete.

Area high school girls are invited to “Team Up for 
Team Joseph” in a powder puff football tournament on Sat-
urday, Dec. 11, at Kingwood Park football field. Play begins 
at 9 a.m. in the event, which will benefit the Thomas Joseph 
Stanton II Trust. 

Joseph Stanton is a K-Park All-American swimmer 
and state record-holder who suffered a traumatic brain in-
jury in a skateboarding accident June 3. Doctors have told 
the Stanton family that it will be a long time before they can 
accurately assess Joseph's potential for recovery.



HHS counselor 
Jennifer Aucoin 
announces the Nov. 
16 birth of her twin 
boys. Seth Michael 
weighed 5.1 lbs. and 

was 18 inches long, and Alex Christian weighed 5.7 lbs. and 
was 18.12 inches long. 

JFE support teacher Sue Ladwig announces the Oct. 
29 birth of her third grandchild in 8 months. John Oliver 
Terrell, IV weighed 7 lbs., 4 oz. and was 20 and a half inch-
es long. Parents Kylie and John Terrell are both graduates of 
Humble High.

District Testing Coordinator 
Jamie Hicks and Sterling Middle 
Associate Principal Todd Hicks 
announce the Oct. 22 birth of their 
daughter, Macie Lynn Hicks. She 
weighed 7 lbs., 1 oz. and was 19 
inches long.

 
Summerwood Elementary teacher Desiree Garcia an-

nounces the Oct. 29 birth of her son, Carter Haddon Garcia.  
He weighed 7 lbs., 9 oz. and was 18 inches long. 

 Summer Creek High School 
head softball coach Barbara Bur-
nett announces the Aug. 3 birth of 
her son, Beau Troy-Phillip Bur-
nett. He weighed 8 lbs., 9 oz. and 
was 20 inches long. 

Jack Fields third grade teacher Daphne LaFosse an-
nounces the Oct. 27 birth of her daughter, Isabella Grace 
LaFosse. She weighed 9 lbs., 3 oz. and was 21 inches long.

KHS teacher Andrea Haddox announces the Nov. 8 
birth of their daughter, Penelope Haddox. She 
weighed 6 lbs, 2.4 oz. 

Hidden Hollow 4th grade teacher 
Courtney Friess announces the Oct. 
29 birth of her son, Gannon Macaulay 
Friess. He weighed 7 lbs., 7 oz. and 
was 20 inches long.

Humble ISD now offers a child care program to dis-
trict employees! A few slots are still available for infants (6 
weeks-11 months) and toddlers (12 months-35 months). Con-
tact special programs coordinator Penny Emerson, M.Ed., 
at ext. 7413 or email Penny.emerson@humble.k12.tx.us.

Humble ISD Child Care!

Jack Fields Resource 
teacher Jennifer Mitchell an-
nounces the Sept. 24 birth of her 
son, Cooper Lee.  He weighed 8 pounds 3 ounces and was 
20 inches long. 

Lakeland third grade teacher 
and webmaster Bev Hurd announces 
the Oct. 29 birth of her granddaugh-
ter, Haley Grace Porter, in Akron, 
Ohio. She weighed 8 lbs., 6 oz. and 
was 20 inches long.   

CLC nurse Joan Parker, 
RN, announces the Aug. 6 birth 
of her granddaughter, Annabelle 
Ruth Lesniewski. Mom Erin 
Parker Lesniewski is an ‘01 KHS 
graduate.

Atascocita Springs kindergarten teacher Meredith 
Merchan and Riverwood Span-
ish teacher Javier Merchan an-
nounce the Nov. 16 birth of their 
daughter Ila Belen Merchan. 
She weighed 6 lbs., 4 oz. and 
was 18 inches long.

Greentree PE teacher Pat Terlip 
and special ed. teacher Dave Terlip 
announce the Nov. 14 birth of their 
granddaughter, Avery Lee Landphair.

Technology Services secretary 
Martha Coakley announces the Nov. 
11 birth of her first granddaughter, Hai-
ley Jae Ellison. She weighed 7 lbs. 10 
ounces, and was 20 ½ inches long. 

Seth Michael and Alex Christian Aucoin

Macie Lynn Hicks

Annabelle Ruth Lesniewski

Cooper Lee 
Mitchell

Haley Grace Porter

Gannon Macaulay Friess

Barbara and  
Beau Troy-Phillip

Ila Belen Merchan

Avery Lee Landphair



CLC nurse Joan Parker, 
RN, announces the Oct. 23 
marriage of her daughter,  Elis-
sa Parker (KHS ‘05), to Sam 
Moore (KHS ’04).

ESS transition facilitator Cheryl Lyons announces the 
Sept. 18 marriage of her son, 
Benton Lyons (HHS ’01), to 
Jessica Jones of Mesa, Ari-
zona. The ceremony was held 
in the Salt Lake City Temple 
of The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints.  The 
couple honeymooned in San 
Francisco and now resides in 
Provo, Utah. 

Wedding Bells
HHE PE teacher Deborah 

Tyler announces the Oct. 10  
(10-10-10!) marriage of her son, 
Travis Tyler, to Linda Lindberg-
Stedman. The couple now reside 
in Kingwood. Travis is a ‘99 KHS 
graduate.

CMS math teacher Jennifer Saunders announces her 
recent engagement to Mike Campbell.  A December wed-
ding is planned.

PFE second grade teacher Cindy Grant announces 
the Nov. 12 marriage of her daughter, Kacey Grant, to 
Adam Lowery.

 
Bus drivers Tracy Beck 

and Frank Ross announce 
their Oct. 12 marriage.

 
Bus driver Krista Nuber 

announces her Oct. 10 marriage 
to Doug Wooten.

Tracy & Frank Ross

Krista & Doug Wooten

Elissa & Sam MooreTravis 
& Linda 

Tyler

Jessica & Benton
Lyons

New Faces and Places

Hidden Hollow welcomes new 
instructional para-professional Dee-
monnia Canody. 

Woodcreek Middle School seventh graders 
took their learning outside by writing poems in 
sidewalk chalk. The students wrote in a variety of 
forms, such as cinquain, limerick, acrostic or Japa-
nese Tanka. 

Bright Idea at                 Woodcreek
They are participat-

ing in “Poetry of Life: 
Lifting the Voice of Every 
Learner.”  WCMS teacher 
LaSondra Stewart was 

awarded an Humble ISD Education 
Foundation grant to implement the 
project. 

“Students often are afraid of poetry,” Ms. Stewart 
said. “But if you can make it accessible, the fear will dissi-
pate and it will be more enjoyable. We’re doing multiple ac-
tivities so students can see how poetry influences their life.” 

The kids study song lyrics, create multimedia presen-
tations, recite poems, write about nature and more. Poetry 
helps them become strong writers because they learn how 
word choice, similes, metaphors and alliteration can convey 
meaning.



Sympathy to Margaret Sager, special 
ed teacher at HHS, on the Nov. 21 passing of 
her father, Albert Sager. 

Condolences to Ellen Shimer, special ed. coordinator, 
on the loss of her father.

Sympathy to Donna Bruffy, Educational Support Ser-
vices director’s secretary, on the loss of her mother-in-law.  
She was 94.    

Condolences to Beverly Randle, Humble ISD Police 
Officer, on the Oct. 27 loss of her husband, George Randle. 

Sympathy to Glenda Chapman, Operation 
and Grounds purchasing specialist, on the Nov. 
10 loss of her mother, Laverne Dodson. She was 
93 years old. 

Condolences to Kelly Johnson, 1st grade 
teacher at Bear Branch, on the recent loss of her 
grandfather.

Sympathy to Debbie McKinney, Music 
teacher at Bear Branch, on the recent loss of her 
mother.

Condolences to Charles Nichols, US History teacher 
and football/track coach at AHS, on the loss of his father.

Sympathy to Almita Burrell, 
Cafeteria Specialist at Kingwood High 
School on the loss of her Stepmother.

Condolences to Tammy McCoy, 
CMS AP office assistant and ISS teacher, 

on the loss of her grandmother on Oct. 25th.

Sympathy to Tyra Landry, CMS Special Services 
Instructional Coach, on the loss of her grandmother on Oct. 
22nd.

Sympathy to the HHS family on the Nov. 3 loss of 
Maurine Boyd, a former English teacher at Humble High 
School.  

Sympathy to Tyra Jeremiah, HHS counselor, on the 
Nov. 16 loss of her grandmother.

 Condolences to the WHE fam-
ily on the Nov. 24 loss of Lavern Stewart, 
who was retired after many years of ser-
vice. Lavern was head custodian at Wood-
land Hills, and was a favorite of WHE students.

Sympathy to the KMS family on the loss of teacher 
Bill Wiener. Retired from the military, Bill loved working 
with special education students as a substitute and became 
certified in special ed. He taught full-time at KMS for seven 
years. He continued to teach while fighting cancer and re-
tired at the end of the 2009-10 school year. His friendship 
and love for kids will be sorely missed at KMS. Bill is sur-
vived by his wife, Donna, and daughter, Samantha.

Condolences to Tiffany Curtis, 5th grade 
teacher at Oak Forest, on the loss of her grand-
mother.

 to Cindy Holder, SCD teacher at Oak For-
est, on the loss of her father-in-law.

Condolences to Jodi Crofford, 2nd grade 
teacher at Timbers, on the loss of her Father.

Sympathy to Kathy Bowers, AHS Health Science 
teacher, on the loss of her father-in-law.

Condolences to Officer Joseph L. Barfoot on the loss 
of his step-daughter, Betty Jean “Beth” Wilson Driggers.  
Beth was killed in an automobile accident on Nov. 22.  She 
leaves behind a son and daughter.

Sympathy to Aimee Brown, AP Secretary at KHS, on 
the loss of her grandmother.

Hidden Hollow principal’s sec-
retary Carol Hunt is recovering from 
surgery and a hospital stay.

Hidden Hollow special ed. para-educator Rita Parks 
recovering from hospital stay.

KHS baseball coach Kelly Mead is recovering from a 
Nov. 22 back surgery.
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