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Teacher of the Year shares philosophy
of teaching profession, life-long learning

Humble ISD Teachers of the Year were
featured as the guest speakers at a recent Humble
Area Chamber of Commerce luncheon. The
following speech presented by Kim De La Cruz,
Creekwood Middle School, is reprinted below.

I’ve decided that teachers are actually
superior actors with addictive personalities.  No,
we’re not addicted to drugs or alcohol–our
addiction takes a more innocent, yet still intoxi-
cating, route-we are addicted to our profession.

Teachers are like the actors on “Who’s Line
is it Anyway?” grabbing the scenario and then
running away with it – concluding with an im-
promptu performance that fleshes out the skeleton
of an idea with imagination and innovation.  Yet
we’re like the best method actors, living and
feeling with deep intensity the part that we play in
our students’ lives.  Staying awake at night as we
immerse ourselves in the trying situations we’re
facing, seeking and planning for the best solution
for the child. Concluding with the best materials
for the job-working within the framework of each
and every child’s individual needs.

Teachers live every day in search of our
reward–what’s called the “A-HA” moment.  That
glorious instant when the lines of frustration
smooth from a child’s forehead and are replaced
with the open-eyed wonder of understanding.

This is an experience all parents can relate
to–that delightful moment of comprehension
when you’ve answered one of the innumerable
“Why?” questions–and the answer has actually
been understood.  You as the parent can see the

transition of new knowledge as it is placed in
your son or daughter’s personal grasp of the
world.

So, each day, teachers work like treasure
hunters, searching for our “seven cities of gold”–
engaging, exploring, encouraging, explaining,
enlightening, elaborating, enhancing–those
essentials for instilling a life-long love of learning
in the hearts of our students.

We lead them by example on this quest-for
teachers each day holds some new opportunity.
We are constantly adapting to the needs of each
child.  With experience, we even learn to be
chameleons-able to alter our behavior to be
successful in our endeavors to make the most of
each child’s abilities throughout a multitude of
backgrounds.

We as teachers gain that experience through
the mentoring of other teachers.  Sir Isaac
Newton said,  “If I have seen further than others,
it is because I have stood on the shoulders of
giants.”  Each generation of teachers might say
the same.  The situations encountered today differ
widely from those of the past. There is no
precedent for the level of violence, drugs, broken
homes, child abuse, and crime in today’s
America. Public education didn’t create these
problems but deals with them every day.  Knowl-
edge on how to deal with this variety of situations
is invaluable to new teachers.  Mentors know
doing their job well will make the difference
between a new teacher staying or leaving the
profession.  Teachers of two or three years are at
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the most critical point in their career–feeling overwhelmed by the
multitude of situations they must face.  A mentor can provide
security and support to show these new teachers the opportunities
they have to touch the future.  As Christa McAuliffe, the
Challenger teacher-astronaut, once said “I touch the future, I
teach.”  Experienced teachers must lead the way for the next
generation of educators.  For the past ten years, I have taught
with the Regional Collaboratives for Excellence in Science
Teaching during the summer, mentoring science teachers, who
are quite often overwhelmed with the combination of class
organization and the implementation of lab activities.  I have
been very fulfilled in watching the confidence with which they
leave my workshops, they are ready to accept the challenges
facing them.

The task of a mentor also means demonstrating to the new
teacher the incredible responsibility of his/her position as an
educator impacting students on a daily basis.  I keep by my desk
a daily reminder of my responsibility, a quote from another
educator:

“I’ve come to the frighten-
ing conclusion that I am the
decisive element in the class-
room.  It’s my personal ap-
proach that creates the climate.
It’s my daily mood that makes
the weather.  As a teacher I
possess a tremendous
power to make a
child’s life miserable
or joyous.  I can be a
tool of torture or an
instrument of inspira-
tion.  I can humiliate or humor, hurt or heal.  In all situations, it
is my response that decides whether a crisis will be escalated or
de-escalated and a child humanized or dehumanized.”

We do control our surroundings, providing for so many
chances for growth our students would not have otherwise.   We
feel the surge of success when a child distrustful of adults will
allow us to work with her, allow us to touch her shoulder without
flinching with the fear that’s been instilled by the other adults in
her life. So we as teachers will continue working for those
glimpses of enlightenment, those “A-HAs” and looks of wonder,
the solace of knowing we do ALL that we CAN to ensure the
success of our students.  We will create performances on demand
for our varied audiences, improvising and devising techniques on
a daily basis.  We accept the challenge because we are truly
addicted to watching children become fascinated as they learn
about the world and their place in it.  Through our glory filled
profession as educators we show the child a pattern for life–
seeking out answers, filled with self-confidence and ready to take
on the future.

Dear Dr. Sconzo,
I am a parent of a student in the Special Education program

at K-9. I am not sure if you are aware of some unbelievable
things that are happening there.

My son, Steven, is a second year ninth grader there and I
wish he could stay there forever!  Steven has talked about
attending the Homecoming Dance for 2 years.  Last year, my
husband and I felt uncomfortable letting him go as he needs
supervision and some assistance with social settings.  We knew
there would be only supervision for regular ed. students and we
did not ask for any additional support since this was a “extracur-
ricular” activity and had little to do with education.

This year, however, some inspiring things have taken place.
Some recognition should go to Stacy Hamlet who is the Faculty
Student Council Advisor.  She and Robin Pullen, a new special
ed. teacher, coordinated an effort for student council members to
assist in constructing the infamous homecoming “mums” and
garters to give to each and every one of the special needs students
at K-9.  All 16 of them!

Robin Pullen, along with Peggy Lockhart and Kendra
Heileman then personally invited each of these student to attend
the dance with them as well as inviting them to a special dinner
before hand at J. Christopher’s in Kingwood, as is a custom of
the Kingwood kids before going to the dance.

What started out as a boy wanting to go to the dance
blossomed into a miracle.  I took Steven to J. Christopher’s at
6:00 p.m. as the invitation stated.  While we waited, one by one,
teachers and all of the aides from the special ed. department came
into the restaurant in evening attire as did another 7 to 8 other
special needs students.  I almost wanted to cry, I was so happy.
After the dinner and dance, I picked up Steven from K-9.  He had
a huge grin on his face and Robin stated he “danced with tons of
girls”.

I am writing to tell you what an incredible special ed. staff
you have at K-9, in case you didn’t know already.  The support
they have for these children go above and beyond the call of duty.
The students at K-9 should be congratulated on their acceptance
and tolerance for differences in our special needs children and
their willingness to go beyond barriers to make them feel
accepted.

I hope these professionals know how much their kindness
that night meant to each of those children and to us parents who
pray every night that our child be able to participate in things that
every child is able to participate.  They deserve accolades and
serve as an example to all of us in selflessness.

Thanks for teachers’
special kindness

A parent sent this note to Dr. Sconzo and he wanted to share
it with the entire Humble ISD family.
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John Gwananji, special education
teacher at KMS, received his United
States citizenship on September 26!

Betsy Gould, KMS science teacher,
received the 2003 Women of Achievement

Award from the FamilyTime Board of Directors. The award, in
the category of Special Recognition, is her outstanding contribu-
tions in “giving back” to her community, for her caring, unselfish
attitude and her random acts of kindness.

Woodland Hills volunteer Thelma Key is a nominee for
RSVP’s 2003 Volunteer of the Year. Thelma, who is 85 years old,
reads to the children and helps out “wherever needed.”

Diane Newport, special services department chair, was
named Creekwood Teacher of the Month for September.

Kingwood Middle science teacher Laura Powell was
awarded Paramedic of the Year by the Greater Houston EMS
Council which covers 10 counties.

Kingwood Middle drama teacher Karen Vavra’s daughter,
Holland, received three scholarships for winning overall talent in
the Miss Texas pageant in July.

Amy Dickerson, life skills teacher,  is the Kingwood High
Teacher of the Month.5 and Mary Joseph, head custodian, is the
Super Staffer of the Month.5 for the first six weeks.

The Humble ISD Police Department responded to Dr.
Sconzo’s appeal to employees for Education Foundation dona-
tions with an 80 percent participation rate – the highest of any
department or campus! Last year our police received a Founda-
tion grant for computerized safety equipment.

Maplebrook first grade teacher
Wendy Walker announces the birth of
her daughter, Kailey Jo. She weighed
7 lbs, 4 oz. Proud grandmother is Pine
Forest registrar Jean Piwonka.

Greentree first grade teacher
Cindy Wellborn announces the Oct.
16 birth of her son, Kyle Mason. He
weighed 6 lbs., 12 oz.

Whispering Pines first grade teacher Patsy Franseca
announces the Sept. 30 birth of her first grandchild, Peyton
Elizabeth Pierle. She weighed 6 lbs., 4 oz.

Creekwood bookkeeper Jean Zinzer announces the birth
of a granddaughter, Alexandra Lee Harbers. She weighed 6 lbs.,
4 oz.

Humble Ninth band director Rusty Caston announces the
October birth of his first grandchild, Kerri Madison. She weighed
6 lbs., 1 oz.

North Belt student facilitator Holly Stevens and Hidden Hol-
low LSSP Brandon Stevens announce the Oct. 10 birth of their
son, Owen. He weighed 8 lbs. 10 oz.

Humble Elementary third grade teacher Tracy Armstrong
announces the Oct. 14 of a daughter, Karlie Reagan. She weighed
8 lbs., 9 oz.

Carolyn Austin, science
teacher at Greentree, announces
the Sept. 20 wedding of her son,
Carter Johnson, to Susie Roe at the
Citadel in Chapel Hill.

Whispering Pines paraprofessional Michela Johnson
announces her Oct. 8 marriage to Steve Dalberg in Huntsville.

Humble Ninth announces four June weddings. Assistant
principal Charles Ned married Tiffany Brown and Spanish

teacher Maria Defrancisco married Brent
Thompson. Humble Ninth secretary Ruth
Williams had two sons marry: John, a ‘94
HHS graduate, married Kerri Gilmore,
and Allen, a ‘89 HHS graduate,
married Jennifer Mulina.

Lana King, Humble Ninth
business teacher, is engaged to
Lance Wallace. A June wedding is
planned.

Marilyn Whittaker, Humble Ninth English teacher, is
engaged to Jim Harkrider. A November wedding is planned.

Miranda Reist, speech teacher at Elm Grove, announces
her engagement to Matt Gray. Matt is the son of Janie Gray,
Hidden Hollow third grade teacher. A June wedding is planned.

Trilla Cook, CSDC secretary, announces the Nov. 8
wedding of her son, Matthew, to Shannon Gilroy.
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The Creekwood Middle Helping Hands Club is collect-
ing donations for juvenile diabetes research. Their goal is $700.
For each donation, students receive a paper tennis shoe to write
their name on and include in the display in the commons area.

Deerwood students raised money for diabetes research by
bringing one dollar or more to gain the privilege of wearing a hat
to school on Oct. 31. Money was collected before school started,
and a pizza party was provided to the class wearing the most hats.

Girl Scouts at Hidden Hollow conducted a school food
drive during October to benefit the Houston Food Bank.

Timberwood sixth
graders created an
Adopt-a-Soldier
program in support of
Veteran’s Day, Nov.
11, and “citizenship”
from character
education. The
students adopted an
army unit stationed in
Iraq. Each advisory class wrote letters, drew pictures, and
donated small games, magazines, puzzle books, new or gently
used CDs or DVDs, Christmas ornaments,  New Year party
goods, and nonperishable snacks for care packages to be shipped
for Christmas delivery. They also collected donations to cover the
costs of shipping.

Students at Pine Forest are collecting “Pennies for the
Playground” and other loose change in a large crayon bank
located in the front of the building to help the school with
playground costs. They have collected $113.15 so far. HEB has
waived the service charge for rolling the coins.

North Belt students helped in a service project, Fill the
Boot, to benefit the Eastex Fire Department. The following
excerpt was written by a North Belt student for the school
newsletter. “We are going to help our dear fire department. They
have been so helpful to our school. Now they will get something
in return. ...They are volunteer fire fighters, and they do not get
paid for saving lives. That is why we want to help our fire
department. We are going to give our appreciation to our fire
fighters, including donations.”

Students at Oaks Elementary are collecting donations
for Toys for Tots. Students bring their change to drop in special
containers for their grade level in the front hallway of the school.
The grade level that collects the most money will earn a Pajama
Day in which students can wear their pajamas to school all day!

Maplebrook art teacher Heather
Burdette announces the Oct. 24 birth of her
son, Andrew Jon. He weighed 7 lbs., 11 oz.

Deerwood computer aide Anne Tynan
announces the June 30 birth of her son,
Brendan Thomas Tynan. He weighed 8 lbs.,
9 oz. She also announces the Oct. 15 birth of
a granddaughter, Brianna Lynn Uhlenhop
Tynan. She weighed 6 lbs., 15 oz.

New Arrivals  x x x x x x x x x x
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In late September, several computers in our district were
discovered to be infected by the Welchia worm.  This computer
worm had a large impact on networks worldwide, including the
U.S. State Department.  It causes network congestion by sending
out packets – units of transmission in data communications – across
the network resulting in increased traffic.  This congestion caused
our district to lose internet access.  Through collaborative efforts of
the Technology Services department, the worm was
identified and a course of action was planned.

Vincent Weafer, senior director of
Symantec Antivirus’ security response unit,
said, “Once the worm is
identified and quarantined,
system administrators
have to go from desktop to
desktop to manually
disinfect machines.”

A virus eradication
team made up of Technology Services personnel, STCPs and IT
contractors worked 10- to 12-hour days in order to touch over 8,000
workstations from September 29th through October 10th. Work-
stations were examined for proper antivirus software management
and scanned for viruses. If a workstation was found to be infected,
the viruses were eradicated.

With new viruses unleashed weekly, it is impossible to let our
guard down. The Technology Services department continually
searches for ways to improve network security against viral attack.
Currently automatic virus scanning takes place on all machines that
are turned on every Wednesday. Soon automatic updates to the
Windows operating system will take place which will address the
problem of various vulnerabilities found in the Windows software.
The Technology Services department will continue to monitor and
take all means necessary to lessen the likelihood of similar attacks
in the future.

Virus Attack Explained
Since most of us have no idea what actually happened and

what was done to correct the “worm attack” last month, we’ve
asked network administrator Tom Johnson, MCSE, to explain:
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Thanks to all the bus drivers who worked so hard helping
with the state Student Council convention at Humble High,
getting participants to all their activities.

– Suzanne Cantrell

Whispering Pines welcomes 21 new staff members so far
for this school year. They include kindergarten teachers
Meredith Salinas, Peggy Johnson, and Marcia Paulhus, first
grade teachers Kimber Magliochetti, Alison Kelt, Kristi
Hebert, and Olevia Daniels, second grade teachers Karri
Woodman and Kayla Cannon, third grade teacher Karri Hill,
fourth grade teachers Cheryl Brewer and Flora Kattija-Ari, and
fifth grade teachers Laura Duncan and Jeff Hutchinson. Also
new to WPE are PPCD teacher Crysatal Johnson, PPCD aides
Stacie Khalaf and Monica Moser, speech teacher Tanya Miller,
PPCD assessment Ellen Shimer, Jennifer Ellis and Pat
Murphy, instructional aides Pat Diamond and Michelle Lee,
library aides Vickey Carriere and
Sharlotte Aldridge, ELT/GT aide
Mireya Marquez, and interpreters Kathy
Schultz and Heqather Seff.

Child Nutrition Services welcomes
department secretary Yolanda Zaccaro,
formerly from Special Program Funding,
and procurement secretary Tammy Fife.

Maintenance welcomes Bill Stice, our new
construction manager. Bill comes to us from CyFair
ISD, where he served as construction manager for 13 years. Also
new to Maintenance are John Elasko, HVAC, Lance Davis,
energy management systems, and Ricky Jenkins has joined the
energy management team from HVAC.

New to Humble Elementary are bilingual office aide
Blanca Cruz, first grade teachers Sonia Turner, Chrispin Bally,
Patty Shay, and Monica Poch (bilingual), second grade teacher
Meriam Reich, third grade teachers Johanna Perez, Javier
Velazquez, and Faith Monks, fourth grade teachers Cindy Bass
and Emily Smith, nurse Leslie Mentz, ESL/Wings teacher Niki
Dixon, music teacher Kayla Stockwell, computer teacher Joyce
Cole, art teacher Betty Thurmond, speech therapist Christina
Wiggins, IST Sandra Bratsch, basic skills teacher Julio Banda,
and bilingual teacher Ana Escalante.

Hidden Hollow welcomes third grade teachers Brittney
Cruz and Piya Cullen, life skills teacher Mary Hunt, special ed
teacher Lynn Ochoa from WHE, speech teacher Clare Zeagler,
special ed aides JoAnna Dorosh, Esther Garcia, Monique
Hubbard and Rita Parks, and head custodian Brian Mize and
custodian Jan Powers.

New to Willow Creek are second grade teacher Jenny
Huff, ELT teacher Paula Poyner, ELT aide Blanca Borras,
behavior intervention teacher Debra Woo, SCD teacher Patty
Adams, SCD aides Joanne Jarvis and Mary Kaye Sisemore,
deaf ed teacher Shelly Balch, and deaf ed aide Christy Ortiz.

Charlotte Johnson is the new part-time STCP paraprofes-
sional at Foster.

Long-term discipline program welcomes two new teachers,
Cherry Amato and John Weston.

New to Greentree are kindergarten teacher Kimberly Gray,
first grade teacher Lisa Dindot, second grade teacher Lori
Loria, third grade teachers Katie Maher and Shelly Shank,
LSSP Allison Hamff, Content Mastery Jessica Harvey, and
Behavior Intervention Meredith Harris.

Oak Forest welcomes assistant
principal Lynn Fair, kindergarten teacher
Eleanor Miller, second grade teacher
Veronica Wentrcek, third grade teachers
Claudia Cowan, and Shannon Prewitt,
fifth grade teachers Adam Larson, Julie
Brewer, and Michelle Venghaus, librarian
Anntoinette Brown, instructional aide
Sheila Few, music teacher Hollie

Hendricks, LSSP Lisa Ozenne, SCD teacher
Heather Ostrom, SCD aides Wanda Jackson-Hill

and Tara Masters, interpreter Jennifer Boyles, and
cafeteria manager Rose Edmond.

New to Bear Branch are fourth grade teachers Kathie
Hassett and Carola Stead, fifth grade teacher Amy Johansen,
librarian Jessica West, diagnostician/LSSP Kerri Nowell,
custodian Elia Romero and cafeteria staff Maria Vazquez.

Lakeland welcomes 23 new staff members, PPCD Ami
Reynolds, kindergarten aide Monica Operchuck, deaf ed. aide
Toni Muniz, first grade teacher LaConti Nichols, second  grade
teachers Christie Moore and Maggie Woods, third grade teacher
Kathleen Anderson, fourth grade teachers Nancy Grant, and
Imogene Rouse, Michaela Vogl, fifth grade teachers Elizabeth
Margetusakis, Ria McElvaney and LaSondra Stewart, basic
skills teacher Stacy Harper, resource teacher Darrell Rogers,
individualized studies teacher Tiffany James, LSSP Kathleen
Johnson, behavior intervention Dave Porder, behavior interven-
tion aide Tammie Johnson, in-school suspension Fern Hyland,
speech Kent Krull, peer literacy coach Stacy Trost-Peer and
attendance specialist Donna Hyland.
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Kindergarten students at Pine Forest Elementary
School are learning about rhyming words in a whole new
way. For a recent lesson, they reclined on the floor as a
teacher spelled out rhyming words on the ceiling using a
flashlight. The youngsters mimicked her movements with
their hands and feet to form the shape of words such as
cat and hat.

They also studied Humpty Dumpty–a
children’s classic that emphasizes rhyming words.
But instead of reading the story, the teacher led
the youngsters in acting it out.

“She had them sit on a wall,” Kelly Cahill,
kindergarten teacher, said. “They all practiced falling. When they
acted it out, it cemented it in their minds. They had a great time!
Everybody was involved.”

The teacher was a guest instructor visiting Pine Forest
Elementary School through a partnership formed with Young
Audiences of Houston.

Pine Forest was able to contract with Young Audiences of
Houston after receiving a $50,000 Houston A+ Fine Arts Infusion
Grant. The Atascocita campus is among an elite group of five
Houston-area elementary schools to receive the grant this year.
The grant is renewable for up to five years and a total of
$250,000.

Pine Forest is using the grant funds to train staff members
on how to incorporate dance, music, the visual arts and drama
when teaching language arts, math, science, social studies and
physical education.

“The fine arts are a terrific avenue for keeping students
interested in school and improving their achievement,” Principal
Nancy Morrison said. “This is a way to help children discover
that learning can be fun.”

Guest instructors, called residents, from Young Audiences
of Houston and the Museum of Fine Arts Houston conducted
teacher training during the summer. During the school year, they
are meeting with small groups of teachers to create individualized
lesson plans based on the school’s curriculum.

“They come in and train the teachers, and do a hands-on
activity with the students, so they model the lesson for the
teachers,” Stacey Gower, Pine Forest fine arts grant coordinator,
said.

Kingwood College students also are developing arts
activities for Pine Forest classrooms as part of a service-learning
project. Pine Forest has also contracted with Dr. Nancy Ratcliff,
who is working with teachers on how they can use differentiated
strategies in the classroom to meet each student’s needs.

Grant funds are allowing Pine Forest students to take field
trips to the Houston Ballet, Museum of Fine Arts Houston and
Houston Symphony. Second-graders, for example, recently
participated in the Houston Ballet’s Studio A Lecture Demonstra-

tion. They saw a performance of Puss ‘n Boots, a story
they had read. They learned that dance is another way of
telling stories. They also learned new vocabulary words,
such as prima ballerina and pointe. Back at school, they
wrote essays and created visual displays about their field

trip.
“It really impressed me how the kids absorbed

it all,” Morrison said. “The questions they are
asking are on a higher level than we normally
see.”

Pine Forest staff members who served on
the grant-writing committee were: Meghan

Fitzgerald, Stacey Gower, Kellie Hemingway, Alana Jacques,
Sandra Longhofer, Nancy Morrison, Mary Ann Sandstrum
and Kaye Shirley.

Teachers now find ways to incorporate the arts into their
curriculum everyday. For example, students can listen to two
pieces of classical music and then write compare-and-contrast
essays.

“There’s a lot you can do,” Morrison said. “It’s endless.
That what’s so exciting!”

Pine Forest receives $50,000 arts grant

Other Grants
Awarded x x x x

Through an Humble ISD
Education Foundation grant,
and the help of Elm Grove
librarian Tonya Hinojosa-
May, Whispering Pines’
first Student Book Club was successfully celebrated on Oct. 3
with fifth graders reading Winn Dixie.

Quest was recently named a Coalition of Essential
Schools (CES) Mentor School. This provides Quest with grant
funds to help another new, small start-up high school get off the
ground. There are over 2,000 school nationally that belong to the
CES network, and only 15 of those schools were asked to apply
for Mentor School status. Of those 15, only five schools were
selected. This continues to position Quest to be at the forefront of
many new educational initiatives nationally!

Woodland Hills received $2,500 from the Wal-Mart
Neighborhood Market in Kingwood. This grant will support their
Grandparent’s Day and Veterans’ Day programs. Thank you,
Jennifer Dickson at Wal-Mart, for supporting our students!
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Humble Elementary
hosted a Bilingual Parent Night on
Thursday, Nov. 6.  The meeting was
conducted in Spanish and child care was
provided. Topics discussed included ESL
classes for adults, keeping your child away from drugs and gangs,
library resources and health services available in Humble.

At Greentree, parents, grandparents or aunts and uncles
come to the campus to power walk or jog with their students
during Trot-N-Treat. Each grade level, during their specials time,
walks a designated path along the greenbelt by the school. Each
time a student and family member completes a lap they receive a
paper pumpkin. The class with the most pumpkins wins a
popcorn party!

Fields Elementary provided a drive-through “Ticket
Barn” to give parents a quick and convenient opportunity to buy
school carnival tickets. The Ticket Barn was open for three days
from 7:30-8:00 a.m., and parents got a discount for buying tickets
early. The early sales helped relieve congestion and long ticket
lines during the carnival.

Greentree held a TAKS Parent Coffee to help parents
understand the objectives on the test and ways that they can assist
students with preparations. “Experience has taught us that
students whose parents are actively involved in their child’s
education tend to have great success,” explained principal Nancy
Pinkerton.

Pine Forest students and their families worked together
to write, illustrate and bind their own books based on a family
member or event. The Generations of Storytellers evening
included a spaghetti dinner and a presentation by a well-known
children’s author, Susan Stevens Crummel.

Oaks Elementary is hosting a series of Family Nights to
promote involvement and a sense of “family” with the school,
and parents have the opportunity to meet and get to know other
parents. To date the events, sponsored by the PTA, have included
a Family Movie Night and Family Game Night.

In each weekly newsletter, North Belt spotlights a
student from the Safety Patrol. These students help with school
flags, school arrival and dismissal procedures, as well as making
good grades and representing the school as a role model. The
students write their own “biography” for the newsletter.

Several of our elementary school librarians have a neat
idea to recognize students and help the library. For a child’s
birthday, parents can buy a book for the library in that child’s
name. The child’s name goes in the book and becomes a perma-
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nent addition to the school library. At Deerwood, birthday book
donors and the titles of the book they donated are included in the
school newsletter. At Maplebrook the student is presented with
the book in class on his/her birthday and the child keeps the book
for the first two weeks. At Greentree the child’s name is an-
nounced as a new birthday book club member over the school
intercom.

Author Joe Hayes will visit Humble Elementary Dec. 11.
He will focus his presentation on Hispanic folklore story telling.
Students in grades 3-5 will participate in an essay contest with
winners earning the opportunity to have lunch with Mr. Hayes.
His books will be sold in the library each morning before school.

Thanks, Office Depot!
Office Depot in Humble came to the aide of three King-

wood High School students whose homes were destroyed by fire
this summer. A fire occurred at the Woodland Hills Apartments in
July, affecting nine units.

Brittany Hicks, a leasing consultant for the complex, knew
that three high schools students’ families were affected by the
fire. As the school year approached, she decided to see what she
could do to help the students obtain new school supplies.

Brittany visited Kingwood High School to alert school
officials about the situation.  “I just went up there and talked to
some of my former teachers, because I had just graduated from
there,” said Brittany, a member of the Class of 2003.

Barbara Campbell, KHS Mustang Advisory Program
coordinator, heard about the situation and approached Office
Depot in Humble. Manager Chris Wilkes generously agreed that
the store would donate backpacks and supplies. Barb was able to
help herself to everything the students needed, and Brittany
presented the new backpacks to the families.

“Office Deport is known for helping out in the community,
and we always do what we can to help local students,” Don
Squyres, Office Depot operations manager, said.

ATPE meeting x x x x x x x x x

Cynthia Jones, district retiree and vice president of the
local Association of Texas Professional Educators, represented
Humble at an ATPE Professional Rights and Responsililities
Committee meeting in Austin Oct. 4.  Also present were represen-
tatives from Laredo, Dallas, Connally, Conroe, and San Antonio.

Discussion included ATPE members’ high level of satisfac-
tion with benefits received through Educators Professional
Liability Insurance (EPLI). The policy is underwritten one of the
nation’s major insurance carriers and provides benefits to
educators who are members of ATPE.  Also discussed were
current working conditions of Texas educators.
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Condolences to Peggy Young,
superintendent’s secretary, on the loss of
her father.

Sympathy to Derek Nguyen,
computer services, on the loss of his
brother.

Condolences to Kim Pady, Whispering Pines second grade
teacher, on the loss of her grandmother.

Sympathy to Jackie Joseph, Timberwood paraeducator, on
the loss of her brother.

Condolences to Norma Mouton, Humble Ninth Spanish
teacher, on the loss of her father-in-law and also her aunt.

Sympathy to Wendy Foster, Timberwood art teacher, on
the loss of her father-in-law.

Condolences to Wanda Shaw, transportation bus aide, on
the loss of her nephew.

Sympathy to Holly Turley, Humble Elementary PE teacher,
on the loss of her mother-in-law.

Condolences to Julie Garza, Elm Grove music teacher, on
the loss of her grandmother, Julia Flores.

Sympathy to Nancy Penola, second grade teacher at Bear
Branch, on the loss of her mother.
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Condolences to Patti Dickinson,
third grade teacher at Bear Branch, on the
loss of her mother.

Sympathy to Russ Perry, Timbers
LSSP, on the loss of her mother-in-law.

Condolences to Jennifer Parr, para-
educator, on the loss of her grandmother.

Sympathy to Debbie Bounds, maintenance department
secretary, on the loss of her mother-in-law.

Condolences to Bea Powell, North Belt custodian, on the
loss of her sister.

Sympathy to Norma Fawcette, North Belt literacy coach,
on the loss of her grandmother.

Condolences to Tommie Cox, Elm Grove custodian, on the
loss of her sister-in-law.

Sympathy to April Maldonado, Maplebrook fifth grade
teacher, on the loss of her aunt.

Condolences to Mary O’Donnell, K-9, and Terence
O’Donnell, KHS math teacher, on the loss of Mary’s mother in
September and her father in October.

Sympathy to Mary Claire Herman, Oaks kindergarten
teacher, on the loss of her father.

Veronica White, PPCD aide at Pine
Forest, is recovering at home from surgery.

Karen Nypaver, behavior interven-
tion teacher at Pine Forest, is back at work
after surgery.

David Nation, husband of TMS speech/drama
teacher Julia Nation, is recovering at home following a traumatic
brain injury in July. David, a former Humble ISD employee, is
continuing rehab as an outpatient.

Cheri Wollgast, North Belt PE aide, is recovering at home
following knee surgery.

Gee Gee Edwards, 4th grade teacher at Bear Branch, is
recovering from surgery.

Bob Little, bus driver, recently had heart
surgery.

Debbie Lucas, cafeteria manager at Bear
Branch, is on medical leave.

Bus drivers Gloria Ferris, Freda Delahousse
and Dost Khawja are recovering from surgery.

Bus aides Betty Langley and Jo Deal are recovering from
illness.

Jacob Schroeder, adult son of Humble Elementary fifth
grade teacher Judy Schroeder, was mauled by a pit bull. Both
arms were severely damaged in the near-fatal attack. He is
recovering from surgery at home, and more surgery is expected.
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