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With few exceptions, every community is
blessed with dedicated, energetic volunteers who
give of themselves tirelessly. Our schools and
neighborhoods are better because of their efforts,
and we all benefit.

Maplebrook Elementary computer teacher
and STCP Karen Cueni is just such a volunteer
working in her church and with Humble ISD
school children, yet she also looks beyond our
corner of the world, and feels a responsibility to
the global community as well.

In addition to serving our schools and
community, she has
spent years volunteering
to help teach children
across the world. Karen
served in Harvard-based
WorldTeach and the
Peace Corps, teaching
children in Kenya,
Africa, and Belize,
Central America. She
also served as director of
a low-income area community center and
developed a teaching curriculum for a women’s
shelter in Kansas City.

Karen has taught in Humble ISD since
1995. Several years ago, while helping form a
mission project for the Kingwood Christian
Church, Karen suggested the Toledo district of
Belize as a possible site since she had trained
teachers there with the Peace Corps.

“I was searching the internet for hotels for
our mission group when I found the website for
Teachers for a Better Belize, a non-profit aid

Teaching in the Global Village
organization from the U.S. I was very interested
in the work they did in southern Belize,” said
Karen. “Our mission trip was in July, and I
returned with Teachers for a Better Belize in
August.”

Since that time, Cueni has returned to the
Toledo district of Belize every spring break and
summer vacation to conduct teacher training
workshops and lead school-related construction
projects. “Toledo is the poorest, least developed
region of Belize,” said Karen. “These teachers
face so many challenges. They don’t have the

supplies and materials we
take for granted.” Many
schools are little more than
roof shelters,  without
climate control or electricity
and sometimes without four
walls.

In very humid
rainforest conditions, what
few supplies they have do
not last long. “It’s tough

when it rains and the windows have to be
covered,” said Karen. “The classroom gets too
dark for the children to work.”

Teachers and students must pay for all their
books and supplies. Since most students are too
poor to pay for books, the teachers teach
without.

“Many teachers are high school graduates
with no formal teacher training. They have a
very tough job: the physical conditions are hard,

“When I see how
innovative and resourceful
teachers in other countries
are, it inspires me in my
own teaching situation.”
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Wedding Bells
Humble ISD police officer Warren

Davison announces his March 13 marriage
to Flora Anne Hunter.

Bear Branch kindergarten teacher
Mary Borum announces the engagement of
her son, John, to Chaynie Isbel. A December 11 wedding is planned.

Fields Elementary receptionist Marie Bishop announces
her March 18 marriage to  Steve Fischer in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Fields kindergarten teacher Mindy James announces her March
9 wedding to Sean Francis in Alfriston, East Sussex, England.

Fields special ed teacher Susan Meyer married David
Marchland, LSSP at Kingwood Middle, on March 13 at St.
Martha’s in Kingwood.

Administration receptionist Lynn King announces the
March 20 marriage of her daughter, Michelle to Shaun Bergherr.

David Barron, pre-engineering
teacher at CATE Center, was named
Region 4B Outstanding Technology

Teacher for 2003-2004 by the Association
of Texas Technology Education. He received

a Certificate of Honor in recognition of outstanding professional
contributions and dedicated service to the teaching profession.

Greentree diagnostician Allison Hamff, LSSP, received her
doctorate from the University of Texas.

Greentree secretary Linda Sotallaro’s son Mark
was promoted to Major in the US Air Force.

Special Programs Funding office professional
Deborah Connors was inducted into the Sam
Houston State University Chapter of Beta Gamma
Sigma honor society. An invitation for membership
is the highest national scholastic recognition the
faculty can offer, limited to the top seven percent
of her class. Deborah will get her BA in May,
2005.

KHS swim coach Lanny Lantroop received the National
Interscholastic Swimming Coaches Association Collegiate-
Scholastic Swim Trophy at the NISCA National Convention
Center at Nassau County Aquatic Center in Uniondale, Long
Island, NY. In his 36-year career, Lanny is a 16-time winner of
the NISCA Coach of the Year in Texas. He led the KHS girls’
team to the Class 5A team title at the UIL state swimming meet
last month.

Timberwood orchestra, directed by Jeanette Shackelford,
earned a Sweepstakes trophy and an award of excellence at UIL
competition in March.

CLC teacher Judy Clark was selected for inclusion in
Who’s Who Among American Teachers 2004. The publication
honors a select five percent of the nation’s teachers.

Riverwood counselor Susan Burroughs is the new presi-
dent elect of the Spring Creek Chapter of the Texas Counseling
Association, which represents school districts in North Harris and
Montgomery counties.

Kingwood Middle drama, speech and debate teacher Karen
Vavra was nominated by a former student for Who’s Who
Among America’s Teachers - 2004. The publication honors a
select five percent of the nations teachers and only those former

high school or college students who are in Who’s Who Among
American High School Students and The National Dean’s List
may nominate one teacher from their entire academic experience.

Tax Office secretary and assistant to the tax  assessor Anita
Henry will become a Certified Tax Assessor/Collector in the
state of Texas in May. She has been working and testing toward
this certification since 2001.

Anna Stenhouse, CLC/Elementary Discipline Program,
was inducted into the Kingwood College chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa with a GPA of 4.0. Anna will graduate with honors on
Saturday, May 8, with a certificate in Information Technology.

Rex Inman, CLC/Structured Learning Program, was
inducted into the Texas A&M chapter of Kappa Delta Phi, the

International Education Honor Society. Rex is expected
to receive his Ph.D. in higher education in May,
2005.

KHS teachers nominated for Who’s Who
Among American Teachers include Edward Tarte,
Mel Swartz, Keith Page, Jeffrey Waller, Carol

Bertsch, Sharon Finley, Tim Garcia, Kristen Gladden,
Dee Julian, Keith Knowles, Terri Parker, Dot Rinne,
Carol Rioux, Pat Thomas, Laura Thornton, Cathi
Woolley and Sharon Bagley.

ISC office professional Delores Jones’ daughter Kendra
received the USAA National History and Government Award.
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Keri McKinney, TAKS coordinator  at
Jack Fields and Humble Elementary, an-
nounces the Jan. 16 birth of William Noble
McKinney. He weighed 6 lbs., 14 oz.

Whispering Pines third grade
teacher Liz Frye announces the March
19 birth of her son, Dylan Warner Frye. He weighed 8 lbs., 12 oz.
KHS teacher Karen Frye is Dylan’s new grandmother.

Humble ISD police officer James Hall announces the
March 13 birth of his son. He weighed 8 lbs., 8 oz.

Bear Branch fourth grade teacher JoAnn Cook announces
the March 22 birth of her first grandson, Holden Scott. He

weighed 8 lbs.

Oaks Elementary fifth grade teacher
Page Nash announces the March 19 birth of
her son, Preston Matthew Nash. He weighed
7 lbs., 14 oz.

Greentree nurse Jan Willis announces
the March 31 birth of her grandson, Jonathan
Gavin. He weighed 7 lbs., 8 oz.

Timbers first grade teacher Kate Peters announces the April
1 birth of her daughter, Madelyn Lee. She weighed 7 lbs., 1 oz.

Whispering Pines first grade teacher Kristi Hebert an-
nounces the April 4 birth of her son, Dylan John Hebert. He
weighed 7 lbs., 4 oz.

Whispering Pines third grade teacher Elizabeth Frye
announces the March 19 birth of her son, Dylan Warner Frye. He
weighed 8 lbs., 12 oz.

Bear Branch computer teacher Vicki Stewart announces the
April 14 birth of her first grandson, Ben Matthew Stewart. He
weighed 6 lbs., 5 oz.

KHS assistant librarian Andrea Carter announces the
March 16 birth of  her son, Jacob.

KHS special services teacher Karen
Espitia announces the March 16 birth of
her son, Jacob.

Curriculum office professional
Trilla Cook announces the April 1 birth
of her first granddaughter, Emily. She
weighed 7 lbs., 12 oz.

Bear Branch G/T teacher Kendra Wetuski
announces the April 17 marriage of her daughter,
Katie, to Jim Boscia in Crown Point, Indiana.

Oaks Reading Recovery teacher Louisa
Trana announces the engagement of her son,

Matt, to Kimberly Stelly. A June 2005
wedding is planned.

Elementary Discipline Program teacher
Gayle Sampley announces the marriage of her son, Stuart, to
Kelly Murphy on March 27 in Fredericksburg.

KHS German teacher David Kniess and his wife Beverly
announce their March 16 marriage.

Shadow Forest speech pathologist Stephanie Felder
announces her recent marriage to Paul Londonberg.

Shadow Forest kindergarten teacher Candice Lovett is
engaged to marry Paul Legoudes on July 10, 2004.

Maplebrook kindergarten teacher Susie Barker announces
the March 20 marriage of her daughter, Brittan, to Zach
Chritteton in Las Vegas.

Oaks first grade teacher Sharon Meurer announces her
recent marriage to Don Meurer.

Lakeland Elementary basic skills teacher Stacy Harper
announces her March 13 marriage to Brian Pickard. Stacey is the
daughter of Timberwood choir director Donna Harper.

Timberwood Middle social studies
teacher Carrie Anderson announces her
engagement to Patrick Sadik. A July wed-
ding is being considered.

Elm Grove speech teacher
Merianda Reist announces her
engagement to Matthew Gray.
Matthew is the son of HHE
thrid grade teacher Janie Gray.
A June wedding is planned.

Elm Grove second grade teacher Carol Kelley announces
her engagement to Larry Trimble. A November wedding is planned.

KHS counselor Shelley Guilfoyle announces the March 13
marriage of her daughter, Brooke, to Brad Marshall.

Bear Branch librarian Jessica West announces her engage-
ment to Reagan Castille. Reagan surprised Jessica by proposing
to her in the library during class! A July 17 wedding is planned.
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New Arrivals
Continued from page 3

they must teach multiple grade levels in crowded conditions.
They must make their own visual aids and supplies,” said
Karen. “These teacher workshops help them develop lessons
and teach students without using standard teaching materials.”

“Often, what books and supplies they have are donations
from other countries. A couple of years ago, students at four
Humble ISD schools donated 2,000 books to the schoolchildren
in Belize as a service project,” Karen said. “Now teachers here at
Maplebrook automatically send me books, teaching resources,
posters, extra school supplies, anything at all that they no longer
use. Each spring break and summer vacation, I pack an extra
suitcase full of odds and ends supplies. We never throw anything
away!”

During spring break, Karen works on planning, securing
venue, and budget with co-presenters from Belize, local and
regional education councils, and with the Principals Association
of Belize. She returns during the summer months to conduct the
training. “The workshops last five days, eight hours a day. I am
so amazed with the great attitude these teachers hold, and with
the eagerness of the children to learn, no matter what the chal-
lenges.”

“I’ve spent several years serving the world community and
it’s just a part of who I am now,” said Karen. “Serving those in
other countries motivates me and connects me to the human race
in a way that is highly rewarding.  When I see how innovative
and resourceful teachers in other countries are, it inspires me in
my own teaching situation.”

Just as our own schools and neighborhoods are better
because of our dedicated local volunteers, our world is better
because of volunteers like Karen Cueni. It’s our larger commu-
nity, and we all benefit.

KHS learning lab and German
teacher Karen Frye announces the
March 17 birth of her grandson,
Tristan Rex Frye, who weighed 8 lbs.,
2 oz., and the March 19 birth of a
second grandson, Dylan Warner Frye,
who weighed 8 lbs., 12 oz.

Oaks fourth grade teacher Tiffany Caseltine announces the
March 29 birth of twin sons, Jonah and Jaden.

Oaks fifth grade teacher Paige Nash announces the birth of
her son, Preston.

Humble Elementary art teacher Betty Thurmond announces
the March 30 birth of her first grandchild, Allyse Katelyn Davis.

Deerwood Elementary kindergarten teacher Connie
Nespoli announces the March 18 birth of her first grandchild,
Brenna Kate Moran. She weighed 7 lbs., 6 oz.

Riverwood Middle technology teacher Lanita Burnhauser
announces the March 8 birth of her first child, Owen Niklaus. He
weighed 10 lbs. 3 oz.

HHS business teacher Deann Otis announces the March 29
birth of her son, Nolan Everett. He weighed 7 lbs., 7 oz. Nolan’s
aunt is Karen Cullum, HHS counseling office.

Jan McGough, HHS special
services, announces the March 21 birth
of her granddaughter Camryn Ashlyn.

HHS math teacher Joyce
Horton announces the March 24
birth of her granddaughter, Beth Ann
Horton.

HHS counseling data entry clerk Linda
Dodson announces the March 20 birth of her grandson.

Charlene Vigne, HHS Special services, announces the
March 17 birth of her second set of twin granddaughters.

Oak Forest fourth grade teacher Carmen Cook announces
the April 10 birth of her daughter, Peyton Leigh.

KHS special services teacher Ellen Nipe and science
teacher Russ Nipe announce the April 5 birth of their grand-
daughter, Kenzie Geanne. She weighed 6 lbs., 7 oz.

Public Information office media liaison Jamie Mount an-
nounces the arrival of her daughter, Natalie Lin, from China.

KHS science teacher Laura Blackburn an-
nounces the April 19 birth of her grandson, Joshua
Chance Jones. He weighed 8 lbs., 1 oz.

Oak Forest third grade teacher Shan-
non Prewitt announces the April 30 birth
of her daughter, Trynity Saxet.

Whispering Pines third grade teacher
Keri Hill announces the April 22 birth of
her daughter, Kailyn Nancy Grace. She weighed 6 lbs., 14 oz.

Willow Creek kindergarten teacher Amber LeBlanc announces
the March 15 birth of her son, Nolan. He weighed 6 lbs., 1 oz.
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Sympathy to Letty Menchaca, atten-
dance specialist at Humble Elementary, on the
loss of her grandmother.

Condolences to Darla Boozer, Whispering
Pines computer aide, on the loss of her father.

Sympathy to Carol Dent, Bear Branch fifth grade teacher,
on the loss of her grandfather.

Condolences to Teresa Duensing, Timbers library aide, on
the loss of her grandmother.

Sympathy to Nancy Bryan, Timbers kindergarten teacher,
on the loss of her stepmother.

Condolences to Elizabeth Frye, Whispering Pines third
grade teacher, on the loss of her father.

Sympathy to Jessica Aument, Bear Branch speech thera-
pist, on the loss of her father-in-law.

Condolences to Vicki Santos, LSSP at Oaks, on the loss of
her father.

Sympathy to Larry Cooper, K-9 principal, on the loss of
his mother.

Condolences to Keith Dixon, KHS choir director, on the
loss of his father.

The week of May 3-7 is Child
Nutrition Employee Appreciation
Week. Be sure to let your cafeteria staff
know how much you appreciatie their
dedication and hard work!

The fourth annual Humble ISD Crappie Tournament was
held March 27 on Lake Houston. Winners include Maintenance
electrician Keith Colbert and HVAC temp. tech Karo Courtney
in first place, Tech Services fiber optic techician Jeff Barton and
fire alarm technician Vance Burleson in second place, and
Maintenance craft supervisor Tim Elliot and HVAC-IAQ tech
Ted Lemonovich in third place. Winner of the biggest crappie
was mechanic Jim Hamilton’s wife, Sheila. Her fish weighed
2.52 lbs.

KHS Latin teacher Brenda Pearson is delighted to have
her son, Gregory, home from duty in Iraq at the end of March.

Shadow Forest first grade
teacher Pamela Slote is at home
recovering from back problems.

Mary Brooks, office profes-
sional at Shadow Forest, is recovering from back surgery.

Karen Collier, executive director of Public Information, is
back at work after a lengthy absence with an eye injury. Surgery
is expected after her eye stabilizes a bit more.

Sympathy to Tim Mika, KHS orchestra
director, on the loss of his father.

Condolences to Cathie Kearns,
Hidden Hollow nurse, on the loss of her

father-in-law.

Sympathy to Debbie Powell, Riverwood PE teacher, on the
loss of her mother.

Condolences to Susan Buckstaff (WHE) and Mona Getz,
(TMS) on the loss of Sherwood Buckstaff, Susan’s husband and
Mona’s father.

Sympathy to Joe Watson, Riverwood Middle science
teacher, on the loss of his father.

Condolences to Karen Hill, Timbers third grade teacher, on
the loss of her brother-in-laaw.

Sympathy to Tommie Cox, Elm Grove custodian, on the
loss of her brother.

Condolences to Carol Embry, Elm Grove third grade
teacher, on the loss of her step-father.

Sympathy to Barb Campbell, KHS service learning
coordinator, on the loss of her aunt.

Graduation Dates & Times
Humble High ........ 6:30 p.m., May 22 ......... Hofhienz Pavilion

Kingwood High .... 9:00 p.m., May 22 ......... Hofhienz Pavilion

Quest High ............ 7:30 p.m., May 27 ......... Humble Civic Center
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Humble Elementary fifth graders who were involved in a
service project for soldiers in Iraq enjoyed a visit from SPC
Michael McKinney on March 26. Taking precious time from a
short leave from Iraq, SPC McKinney spent the afternoon with
the fifth graders, answering many questions and sharing what life
is like living in the Middle East.

Led by teacher Sheila Dougherty, students manned a
collection site every morning for a wide variety of personal items
and games. Every person donating received a yellow ribbon to
wear to show their support of
the troops. At the end of the
project, multiple boxes were
sent to eight servicemen
serving in Iraq.

Humble Elemen-
tary fifth graders sold
Easter lilies to raise
money for Treemont Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in
Humble. The students raised over $500 to renovate the memory
garden at the facility. Led by teacher Niki Dixon, the students
offered Humble ISD employees the opportunity to purchase a lily
for $8 and pick it up at the campus or donate it to Treemont
residents. They’ve been visiting Treemont residents all year, and
this time they delivered 50 lilies donated by Humble ISD
employees and talked with their elderly friends about volunteer
projects the seniors had done themselves years ago.

Airport Mariott hospitality teacher Carolyn Kuykendall’s
students raised $800 for cancer research in the American Cancer
Society Relay for Life at the Humble Civic Center Arena on
March 5-6. They were also the winners of the team spirit trophy.

Lesley Barrs’ Fourth Grade class at the Oaks collected
“Pennies for Plants” for Earth Day 2004.  The students saved
pennies for two weeks prior to presenting the money to Herbert
Gordon, chairperson of Oaks PTA Beautification Committee.
The donations will be used to purchase plants for the Oaks
Elementary campus.

Congratulations to these
educators on being selected
Teacher of the Year for their
campus! Your creativity, hard
work and dedication to
children are an inspiration to
all of us and a blessing to your
students.

Elementary Schools
Bear Branch - Susan Elsenbrock, first grade
Deerwood  - Kathleen Schlickman, special education
Elm Grove  - Helen Wagner, PE
Foster - Mimi Monks, special education
Greentree  - Robin Lawrence, fifth grade
Hidden Hollow - Natalie Briley, fifth grade
Humble - Ana Martinez, second grade bilingual
Jack Fields, Sr. - Bob Anderson, fifth grade
Lakeland - Dawn Meador, Pre-K
Maplebrook - April Maldonado, fifth grade
North Belt - Donna Kennepohl, music
Oak Forest - Sara Martin, fifth grade
Oaks - Donna Acosta, fourth grade
Pine Forest - Carrie Keith, kindergarten
Shadow Forest - Declined to name a Teacher of the Year
Timbers - Jodi Crofford, second grade
Whispering Pines - Wendy Gustafson, TAKS coordinator
Willow Creek - Sarah Permenter, first grade
Woodland Hills - Betsy Duplechain, second grade

Secondary Schools
Atascocita Middle - Katherine Baker, reading
Creekwood Middle - Risa McCann, home economics
Humble Middle - Janis Davis, language arts
Kingwood Middle - Kehley Hutchinson, reading
Riverwood Middle - Marilyn Morgan, Spanish
Timberwood Middle - Mona Getz, health/career investigation
Humble 9th Grade - Anita Tofte, science
Humble High - Patricia Morgan, social studies
Kingwood 9th Grade - Freda Johnson, social studies
Kingwood High -
   Dean Herbst, psychology
Discipline Program -
   Michael Heckman, English
CATE Center -
   Robert McAndrews,
   CISCO networking systems
Quest High -
   Kimberly Klepcyk, librarian

Teachers of the Year!

Share with your schools
You can help our students by collecting labels and printer

cartridges this summer. Every elementary and most middle
schools are collecting items that will produce funds for their
campus. These include General Mills labels (Box Tops for
Education), Campbells Soup labels, and printer ink cartridges.
Schools use these items to help purchase playground and PE
equipment and supplies. Imagine how much we could raise for
education if every Humble ISD family member collected labels!
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Timbers Elementary
nurse Shirley Meeker is
retiring. A reception will be
held Friday, May 14 from 4-6
p.m. in the Timbers
cafetorium.

Oaks Elementary welcomes
new G/T teacher Denise Martin. Denise replaces Nancy
Sandstrum, who is now assistant principal.

Humble Elementary principal Becky Baker is retiring. A re-
ception will be held May 6 from 4-6 p.m. in the school cafeteria.

KHS Spanish teacher Nolan Carter retired. He is one of four
remaining KHS “founding teachers” who helped open the school.
The other three are Paula Almond, Carol Smith, and Ruth Smith.

The following list includes some of our family members
who are retiring this year. Please take time to wish them well.

Allen, Sharon – KHS
Ashby, Marilyn – WC
Baccigalopi, Marcella – RMS
Baker, Becky – H Elem
Barker, Susannah – MB
Barton, Carol – DW
Beach, Judith – KMS
Berlin, Clotile – AMS
Bivin, Kristin – RMS
Blackburn, Laura – KHS
Brookover, Claudia – ELW
Buckstaff, Susan – WH
Burroughs, Susan – RMS
Carter, Thomas Nolan – KHS
Clark, Virginia – WCE
Colburn Dina – NB
Davis, Alice Marlece – WP
Day, Susan – AMS
Derby, Nancy – HHS
Dickinson, Patti – BBE
Eastman, Karen – CMS
Eaton, Linda – DW
Eveland, Linda Sheila – RMS
French, Frances – HHS
Fussell, Ruth – RMS
Garcia, Louis – KHS
Geffert, Karen – JF
Germann, Beverly – EG
Grantham, Rita – KMS
Gross, Charlotte – EG
Hedderly, Annette – TE
Hensley, Carol – HE
Hinson, Susan – PF
Hinton, Glynda – WH
Holcombe, Martha – WC
Hood, Carole – WH

Huber, Kaye – DW
Jernigan, Wanda – EG
Joyce, Beverly – WC
King, Dana – WC
Koester, Elaine – KHS
Kovacs, Martha – KHS
Lackey, Marlys – TE
Landtroop, Sandra – KHS
Lauer, Ruth Ann – CMS
Lawrence, Robin – GT
McGough, Janice – HHS
Meeker, Shirley – TE
Moore, Judy Darlene – KMS
Morgan, Shirley – JF
Morrison, Nancy – PF
Nespoli, Connie – DW
Nicodemus-Ha, Mary – HHS
Orr, Sherry – OE
Pearson, Vera – HHS
Reynolds, Barbara – AMS
Rhodes, Linda  – EG
Ross, Larry – HHS
Schlickman, Kathleen – DW
Schroeder, Judith – HE
Shirreffs, Patricia – AMS
Smith, Christine – AMS
Smith, Sylvia – HHS
Soden, Catherine – Trans
Teter, Deborah – WC
Trana, Louisa – OE
Vallejo, Gloria – TMS
Vavra, Karen – KMS
West, Helen Dianne – MB
Williams, Nancy Cheryll – WCE
Witherspoon, Babette  – KHS

Here’s an offer that will interest club and stu-co sponsors,
performing arts directors and coaches. Kinko’s is having an
exclusive special for Humble ISD teachers and organizations
through December for corrugated plastic “yard signs.” You see
them sprouting in yards across the district: most read something
like “CMS Orchestra” or “HMS Basketball,” signifying that the
student living in that house is a participant in a special group at
school.

Many organizations use these as fund-raisers, selling the
signs to students for several dollars more than they cost. The
lower the sign cost, the more your student group can benefit.
Kinko’s is offering this special for Humble ISD organizations
through the fall. It includes $3.00 per sign, including the wire
stand, plus a $20 set-up fee. The signs are 18 x 24 inches, white
background with one color ink and includes a wire stand.

For more information contact Starla at Kinko’s, 281-360-
6750 and mention the Humble ISD sign special.

Another offer for Humble ISD family comes from Color
Tile in Humble. On May 14 and 15 from 11 a.m.-8 p.m. they will
offer Humble ISD employees 10-75% off everything in the store.
Refreshments will be served and there will be a drawing for door
prizes. R.S.V.P. to 281-446-3100 or 281-446-3178 for free pre-
measuring, which is recommended but not required. They are
located at 20034 Hwy 59 North, in Deerbrook Corner next to
Finger’s Furniture.

Deerbrook Mall is offering Cash Back For Schools,
sponsored by Entergy Solutions, Ltd. This is an easy way for the
Humble ISD family to get money for those of our schools who
registered for this program.

Through the end of May, when you shop at any store in the
mall, take your receipts right away (same day) to the mall
customer service desk. Pick a school from the list below and let
them know that’s the school you would like to benefit from your
purchase.

The school you choose will receive one point for each
dollar spent, and double points from some retailers. Receipt totals
are rounded to the nearest dollar. Cumulative points will be
divided by the number of students enrolled at the school.

Schools participating in Cash Back For Schools include
Quest H.S., Atascocita Middle, Creekwood Middle, Kingwood
Middle, Timberwood Middle, Bear Branch, Elm Grove, Foster,
Greentree, Humble El., Pine Forest, Willow Creek, Woodland
Hills and Whispering Pines.

After the summer break the Cash Back program will resume
in September and run through the end of October.

Special offers for
Humble ISD family
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Elementary students are banking before school
Students at Humble Elementary school are learning the

fundamentals of banking and the benefits of savings thanks to a
partnership with Washington Mutual.

With the help of parent volunteers, students can open a
Washington Mutual savings account and make deposits at their
campus before school one morning each week.

“We began our partnership with Washington Mutual several
years ago,” said Humble Elementary principal Becky Baker.
“Written permission from parents is requested
at the beginning of each school year, and parent
volunteers are trained to take deposits and enter
data on a computer donated by Washington
Mutual. This year our volunteers are Lori
McCaffrey, Maria Marquez, Irene Jaramillo,
and Clara Hernandez.”

“Through the School Savings program,
Washington Mutual supports a learning-to-save
program and classroom education by providing
a free savings account for students to age 19,
competitive interest rates, FDIC insured
deposits, program materials, newsletters and
prizes, participation in school events, and
classroom presentations to teach a variety of money-managing
lessons at every grade level,” said Washington Mutual representa-
tive Efrain Mireles.

The bank works with the Humble Elementary PTA to
sponsor the program. “Volunteers are the cornerstone of a
successful school savings program.  The program requires at least
three volunteers serving about an hour a week to run weekly
banking operations, take weekly deposits to the financial center,

order supplies as needed and help promote the program within the
school,” said Mireles.

Washington Mutual makes an initial deposit of 25 cents in all
school savings accounts.  After opening an account, student savers
keep a balance of at least 25 cents in their accounts.  At the end of
the bank day, the deposits are delivered by a parent volunteer on
behalf of the students to the Washington Mutual financial center.

Students are issued receipts for their deposits and taught how
to record and track their balances in their own
school savings registers.  Once each quarter,
account statements summarizing their deposits,
withdrawals and earned interest are mailed to
student savers.

“Children participating are given incentives
throughout the year, as their number of deposits
increase,” Baker said. “This year, a new computer
was donated by Washington Mutual and technol-
ogy added by the District technology department
so that the deposits are automatically sent to the
bank database from the school.”

“Because school savings aims to teach
children about financial independence and responsibil-

ity, students have full control of their savings accounts.  Parents
who want an accessible account for savings for their children may
ask about other Washington Mutual savings plans,” said Mireles.

“The children are given a wonderful opportunity to practice
relevant math skills and learn the  life-long strategy of saving
money.  We really appreciate our parent volunteers and  friends at
Washington Mutual who have made this program possible for our
students,” Baker said .

Oaks Elementary is piloting a Peer Tutoring program in
which responsible fifth graders act as mentors to first graders
with positive benefits to both mentors and the students they tutor.
A number of fifth grade mentors, sponsored by fifth grade teacher
Carolyn Wilburn, volunteer to use their recess time four days a
week to serve as a reading model to an eager six or seven year
old. The fifth grade mentors report to their assigned classroom to
facilitate word work and reading activities with their assigned
“reading buddy.”  The partners have a special place designated as
their personal learning area.

“Each child who has a fifth grade mentor is so eager to have
his/her special time,” said first grade teacher Jennifer
Vandenbrook. “We also have a special reading loft that we have
designated as a quiet place to enjoy and foster the love of
reading.”

Oaks’ administrators and teachers on the first grade team
met with the fifth grade mentors during a “working lunchtime” to

Peer Tutoring brings positive results
generate a list of meaningful word games to supplement their
reading partnerships.

“It’s exciting to see the older children learn through
mentoring others,” said assistant principal Nancy Sandstrum.
“This has provided a valuable service project for our fifth graders.
We hope to build on this year’s success as we plan for the 2004-
05 school year. Ideas include more workshops with mentors  and
teachers, opportunities for tutors to choose math or reading,
rotations to include more children, and celebrations of service and
learning.”

Lesley Barrs’ Fourth Grade class at Oaks Elementary
conducted an experiment on litter by “trashing” their room.  The
goal was to envision what the world would be like if humans
never threw away their garbage.  Overall, the class came to the
conclusion that a “trashed” world is not in the best interest of
anyone!

Neat
Ideasx x x
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