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Kindergarten teachers go
to great lengths for a visit

Oaks Elementary School kindergarten
teachers Nancy Kinney and Mary Claire Hermann
have gone to some lengths to visit past students
and their parents. This past spring break the two
teachers visited former students in Amsterdam,
Antwerp and Paris.

“We both have former students living in
Europe so we thought it would be fun to visit
them,” said Mary Claire. “They were thrilled at
the prospect of having company from home. They
really miss that.”

“We flew to Amsterdam and spent two
nights–it was very cold–then took the train to
Antwerp to visit the Eliasson’s. They moved there
last year, I believe,” said Nancy. Charlotte
Eliasson, now in 7th grade, was in Nancy’s
kindergarten class, and Greta Eliasson, in 8th
grade, was in Mary Claire’s class. “They attend an
international school in Antwerp. They are great
kids and we had a wonderful time with them,”
said Mary Claire.

Then they took the train to Paris to visit
the Azark family. Timmy attends 8th grade at an
American school in Paris. “It’s just Timmy and
his mom and dad now,” said Nancy. “The two
older boys live here and attend Texas Tech and
Stephen F. Austin.”

Timmy was in Nancy’s kindergarten
class. “He had just tried out for the baseball team
the day we arrived, and he made the team. I’m so
glad we could share that with him,” said Nancy.

Mary Claire, in addition to teaching
kindergarten, is a professional artist. Most of her
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work portrays scenes from France and other areas
of Europe. “My art funds my travels, and these
lovely places inspire my art,” said Mary. She
travels with her pastels and creates some pieces
on location. A lot of work is done at home,
however. “It is just too difficult to travel with all
my supplies,” Mary Claire said.

She also travels with something else. “I
have traveled to Europe for many years, and I
always take my Gingerbread Boy with me.” The
Oaks Elementary kindergarten teachers use the
gingerbread boy stuffed toys as a teaching aid.
Mary Claire takes photos of her gingerbread boy
on her travels, and then uses the photos and toy to
tell her students about a larger world.

Nancy’s gingerbread boy goes home
each weekend with a student, and parents help the
kindergartners keep a journal of what the ginger-
bread boy does at each child’s home. “We were
laughing about the difference in how we use the
gingerbread boys,” said Nancy. “I claimed I
couldn’t take him with me because I don’t really
go anywhere. Mary’s little gingerbread boy has
traveled a lot more than I have!”

“When Nancy said that, I thought ‘she
has to go with me this year!’” said Mary. “My
last art show at L’Alliance Francaise (a gallery at
427 Lovett in Houston) in September went well,
and the profits from that were enough to send us
both to Europe.” It was Mary Claire’s sixth art
show.

And, of course, the gingerbread boys
(continued on next page)
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Kindergarten Teachers
(continued from previous page)

New Faces
and Placesx x x x

Robin Young is the new director of
Child Nutrition Services, and Sonya
Kaster is the new assistant director.

The Humble ISD Discipline Program has a new name! It
is now the Structured Learning Center.

Liz Rogers, assistant principal at Kingwood Middle, is
the new Key Communicator for that campus.

Autumn Hawes, Quest High School, has retired after 25
years of district service. Autumn began teaching in Pasadena ISD
and has taught for 32 years.

New teachers at Humble Ninth include M. Denise Gary,
study skills, Brandi Rebeske, English, and Tiffany Vamvakias,
algebra.

Gina Daigle, English teacher at Humble Ninth, is the
new English coordinator for Humble ISD.

Humble High School
Knowledge Masters x x x x

Students from
Humble High School
competed with thou-
sands of students in the
U.S. and several foreign
countries in the Knowl-
edge Master Open
academic competition in
April. More than 2,500 middle, junior and high school teams met
to answer 200 challenging questions, earning points for the speed
and accuracy of their answers.

Twenty-seven students on the Humble team scored
1,362 of 2,000 possible points to place sixth in the state and 215
overall out of 865 high schools participating.

Academic coach Louis Mascolo described the event as
“a personal victory and fun for those who participated. The
challenge was met and they scored better than that of any team
from Humble High in many years.”

Designed to stimulate learning and recognition for
academic achievement, the Knowledge Master Open runs on
classroom computers to allow all students the opportunity to
compete in a large academic event without the expense of
traveling to a central site.

Caring & Math
   Math teachers at Atascocita Middle

School, led by Joy Stokes, math depart-
ment head, have devised a way to
integrate character education, as well as
service learning, into math lessons.

   About fifty students from Atascocita
Middle recently participated in the St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital Mathathon

fundraiser. The teachers tie the activity in with the caring
character education trait. The students solved over 200 math
problems each and collected pledges totaling over $2,000.

“All students participate, and over fifty students collect
pledges for their competition,” Joy said. “Three students did an
exceptional job of raising over $200 each and three more students
collected $100 or more.”

“This is the fourth year AMS students have partici-
pated,” Joy said,  “with a four-year total of over $8,000!”

The money raised helps support cancer research and also
pays for treatment for families with no insurance or a very
limited income. “St. Jude’s never refuses a sick child because of
not being able to pay for the costs,” Joy said. “These students and
many others have exemplified the Atascocita Middle School
motto of ‘We Care’ in a very honorable way.”

Oui Won! x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Jane Heron, French teacher at Kingwood Ninth, and her
French 1 students participated in the Texas French Symposium, a
state level competition. The drama group placed eighth out of 44
schools, and students took second, third and sixth place in
listening comprehension. Students earned fifth place in vocabu-
lary, second place in art, and third place in instrumental music.

went everywhere with them. They have an album full of photos
of those two little gingerbread boys.

Their favorite photo of the gingerbread boys was taken
in a restaurant on a huge, ornate wood-burning stove. “It’s just
like in the story of the Gingerbread Boy, right after he pops out of
the oven and runs away,” said Mary Claire.

“I didn’t tell the kids where Gingerbread Boy was going.
They were so surprised to see him at the Eiffel Tower and all the
other places. They all got a big bang out of that!” said Nancy.

“When I retire, I’ll write a book about my gingerbread
boy and his travels,” said Mary Claire.

The illustrations will show us a larger world, and are
sure to be quite lovely.



Hazelann Prescott, social studies teacher at
Kingwood Ninth, is using the internet
creatively as a learning tool. Her students are
e-mailing students in other parts of the world
through the E-pals Program. “Originally the
project was just to include my class, but it snowballed from
there,” Hazelanne said.

Each student in the school was given the email of a
student in another country.  Hazelanne was able to contact 37
different countries around the world - including Azerbaijan,
Philippines, Colombia, Estonia, and many more through
www.epals.com – a free service set up to link schools across the
world.

“I split up the foreign classes so that there would be a
variety of countries represented in each class,” Hazelanne said.
“All our students have email accounts at www.gaggle.net and we
sent letters of introduction to the teachers Before that happened, I
verified to the best of my ability, that these classrooms existed.
Most of the schools also have webpages.”

Students have been corresponding back and forth as a
basis and resource for a project on the country that their e-pal
represents.  “We even had a class on a Native American Indian
reservation,” Hazelann said.

“The project consisted of many parts, some of which the
students’ partners were able to help complete,” Hazelanne said.
All teachers did not use it exactly the same way, but most
required all or some of the following: a hand-drawn map of the
country, flag of the country, 2 population pyramids–one for 2000
and one predicting the population breakdown in 2025, ethnic and
religious pie charts, an information sheet, 2 climagraphs–one for
the capital city and one for another city in the country, and people
dressed in traditional clothing of the country.

“To be honest, the project has had some problems,”
Hazelann said. “Not all classes have written
to us on a regular basis, and some classes
have just begun because they’ve been on
summer break; however, we are at the end of
our project. Next year,
I’m going to have
numerous e-pals for
my students that they
can write to all year.
When we reach that
region, we will focus
on those partners.”

“The students in my class have done a fantastic job,”
Hazelanne said. “I would say that overall, they have enjoyed the
correspondence. If you would like to see the projects, they are on
display in our hallway!”

What a smart use of a cost-free teaching tool, Hazelanne.
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     Geography teachers Freda Johnson,
Caren Barnes and Gail Wright at Kingwood

Ninth have discovered an interesting and
exciting alternative to written assessment. Instead of

traditional tests to assess their knowledge of world
geography, students research and conduct mock trials of the
United Nations Court.

World geography department head Freda Johnson saw
this lesson last fall at the state social studies convention, and tried
it this spring in the Middle East unit. “Good teaching comes out
of these state and national meetings,” said Freda.

“I found this to be the most powerful learning activity I
have ever led,” said Gail Wright. “The teacher acts as facilitator
and the students research a character and a national position on
the issue and prepare for trial. This has gone so well with both
level and honors students.”

The Mock Trial assignment covers the Israeli-Palestin-
ian Conflict. The stated issue is: Israel is 42, therefore, the
occupied territories of the Gaza strip, West Bank and Golan
Heights should be returned to the Palestinians to be run as an
independent nation.

Student assignments for the trial include research,
collaboration, a written character position paper, participation and
testimony in the trial, a written trial log or diary of the events of
the trial, and a reflection paper discussing the student’s personal
opinion on the issue and evaluating the outcome.

Judges and attorneys were selected for each class, and
the remaining students were divided into two teams, Palestinians
and Israelis. Attorneys met with their team and assigned a
character or role for each team member.

Three days of library/computer lab work was provided
for students to research the issues of the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict, and the individual witnesses that would testify during
the trial. Attorneys met with their team frequently to design their
trial strategy and design the questions for witnesses during the
trial.

The UN Tribunal included a panel of three judges, each
representing a UN member nation. They researched the issues
and the positions of their member nation, became familiar with
trial procedure, reviewed the UN Resolutions at issue and
conducted the trial. “The Koran, Torah, Bible, and geographic
dictionary were used by our bailiff to swear in the student
witnesses,” said Gail.

Witnesses were responsible for creating costumes and
nametags in keeping with their character. The students’ position
papers were provided to the team attorney for designing the trial
strategy.

“This assignment is rich in TEKS objectives. It was popu-
lar with students and involved analyzing viewpoints of many groups,
including the extremists from Hamas to Zionists,” said Gail.
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Wedding Bells

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Janie Gray, third grade
teacher at Hidden Hollow Elemen-
tary, announces the engagement of
her son, Brian, to Sharla Whitten. An
August 9 wedding is planned.

Sharon Meurer, second grade
teacher at Oaks Elementary, an-

nounces the marriage of her son, Joe Baughman, to Jessica George.

Sherry Orr, second grade teacher at Oaks Elementary,
announces the March 8 wedding of her daughter, Stacey, to Craig
Ward.

Maureen Humes, nurse at Oaks Elementary, announces
the marriage of her daughter, Angie, to Dustin Zerby.

Sue Vernon, accounts payable, announces the March 15
marriage of her daughter, Carrie, to Jay Warren.

School board member
Bonnie Longnion will join the
NHMCCD Office of External Affairs
as Associate Vice Chancellor for
Institutional and Resource Develop-
ment. Bonnie also won the car at the
Humble Intercontinental Rotary spaghetti dinner!

Jeanette Guidry, office professional in the finance
department, is the administration building Employee of the
Month for April. Myra Bruns, student information services, is
the Employee of the Month for May.

Carolyn Wilburn, 5th grade teacher at Oaks Elemen-
tary, recently was named World Champion in Swing Dancing at a
competition in Nashville, Tennessee.

Louise Lankau, librarian at Humble Ninth, was a
FamilyTime Women of Achievement 2002 award winner. She
received the award for achievement in education.

Kim Huseman, Quest High School, is an executive
board member of the National Service Learning Partnership. She
attended a board meeting and the national conference April 24-26
in Minneapolis.

Kristine King, special ed. teacher at Lakeland Elemen-
tary, will marry Christian Campbell of Denver, Co. this summer.
The couple plans to live in Denver.

Michelle Moesser, second grade teacher at Oak Forest
Elementary, is engaged to Randy Jenkins.

Carmen Gonzalez, fourth grade teacher at Oak Forest
Elementary, announces her March 8 marriage to Jared Cook.

Tescille Cole, music specialist at Oak Forest Elementary,
announces her March 2 marriage to Steve Riser.

Jan Resell, second grade teacher at Timbers Elementary,
announces the March 8 marriage of her daughter, Sarah, to Michael
Saucier.

Diane Dean, math teacher at Humble Ninth, announces
the upcoming June 21 wedding of her daughter,
Emily Dean, to Travis Frye.

Paula Ortiz, math teacher at Humble
Ninth, announces the March 8 marriage of her
daughter, Courtney, to Lucas Liggett.

Tiffany Vamvakias, algebra teacher at
Humble Ninth, announces her March 8 marriage
to DJ Lee.

Louise Lankau, librarian at
Humble Ninth, announces the recent
marriage of her son, Tim, to Sarah
Nicely.

Gayle Dixon, social worker at Community Learning Cen-
ter, announces the recent wedding of her son, David Rhodes, to
Marie Brashears in Jamaica.

Arline Horman, assistant librarian at Humble High
School, announces the engagement of her daughter, Katharine, to
Jason Brown.

Carolyn Austin, science teacher at Kingwood Middle,
anounces the engagement  of her son, Carter Johnson, to Susie Roe.
A late September wedding is planned.

Becky Baker, principal at Humble Elementary, announces
the April 5 marriage of her daughter, Shannon, to Jonas Andersson.

Mary Sanders, reading recovery teacher at Humble El-
ementary, announces the April 26 marriage of her daughter, Eliza-
beth, to Joseph Gillespie.

s.
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Dedri Taylor, Humble High School
English teacher, announces the April 9 birth
of her son, Austin David Taylor. He
weighed 9 lbs.

Donnie Parr, registrar at
Humble High School, announces the April 13
birth of a grandson, Reid William. He weighed 9
lbs., 2.5 oz.

Tom Duffee, assistant director of operations, announces
the April 4 birth of his granddaughter, Emma Klaire Benavides.
She weighed 8 lbs., 1.5 oz.

Cathy Gantt, seventh grade science teacher at Timber-
wood Middle, announces the March 28 birth of her daughter, Madi-
son Rose.

Angela Guynes, fourth grade
teacher at Willow Creek Elementary,
announces the February 12 birth of her
daughter, Macey Caroline. She weighed
8 lbs., 10 oz. Macey’s grandmother is
Carol Margiolos, personnel depart-
ment.

Janie Wilkins, history and
service learning teacher at the Structured Learning Center,
announces the Jan. 2 birth of a granddaughter, Mandalyn Sophie
Cooper. Mandalyn was the first baby born this year at Northeast
Medical Center.

Amy Thomas, individualized studies teacher at
Maplebrook Elementary, announces the April 2 birth of her daugh-
ter, Hannah Alexis. She weighed 7 lbs., 13 oz.

Sherry Orr, second grade teacher at Oaks Elementary,
announces the birth of her granddaughter, Kylie Campbell.

Frances Haneline, print shop supervisor, announces the
Feb. 27 birth of a grandson, Curtis Alvin Dixon IV. He weighed 7
lbs., 2 oz.

Hollie Hanks, Humble 9th, and Coy Hanks, Foster El-
ementary, announces the March 3 birth of a daughter, Channing
Christine. She weighed 5 lbs. 10 oz. Proud grandparents are Shelia
Bishop, Riverwood, and Dave Bishop, Humble High.

Janet Mansfield, nurse at Foster Elementary, announces
the Feb. 24 birth of a grandson, Landry Brydon Mansfield. He
weighed 7 lbs., 11 oz.

Dana King, fourth grade teacher at Willow Creek Elemen-
tary, announces the December birth of a granddaughter, Natalie
Elizabeth Torres.
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Wendy Royal, fourth grade teacher at North Belt Elemen-
tary, announces the birth of her daughter, Taylor.

Luci Harris, third grade teacher at Maplebrook Elemen-
tary, announces the December birth of her son, Weston Kyle. He
weighed 5 lbs., 5 oz.

Sheila Kunz, fifth grade teacher at Maplebrook Elemen-
tary, announces the December birth of her daughter, Caroline Nicole.
She weighed 7 lbs., 6 oz.

Marlon Farr, Community Learning Center, and Carolyn
Farr, Humble High School, announce the birth of a grandson,
Cayden Aaron Farr. He weighed 7 lbs., 7 oz.

Stephanie Harrell, English teacher at Humble High, an-
nounces the December birth of her son, Kale Allen Harrell. He
weighed 9 lbs., 5 oz.

Lee Smith Engelhardt, Humble Middle School, an-
nounces the December birth of a grandson, Brendan Thomas Short.
He weighed 9 lbs., 6 oz.

Annette Hedderly, fifth grade teacher at Timbers Elemen-
tary, announces the birth of a grandson, Caleb Mitchell Hedderly.
He weighed 7 lbs. 9 oz. His dad and Annette’s son, James, is de-
ployed in the Arabian Sea.

Erica Franklin, fourth grade teacher at Timbers Elemen-
tary, announces the March 4 birth of her daughter, Kaleigh Ann.

She weighed 7 lbs., 8 oz.

Sharlene Wiggins, PEIMS supervisor,
announces the April 5 birth of a grand-
daughter, Abigail Kay Morgan. She
weighed 7 lbs., 3 oz.

Kathy Herbert-Williams, Kingwood
High School, announces the April 10 birth
of her daughter, Erika Joy. She weighed 8
lbs., 6.5 oz.

Kathy Funderburk, assistant
principal’s secretary at Atascocita Middle, announces the April 5
birth of her granddaughter, Trinity Jade. She weighed 7 lbs., 8 oz.

For Your Info x x x x x x x x x x x x

The Humble ISD Fifth Grade Honor Choir Spring
Concert will be held Friday, May 16, at 7 p.m. at Strawbridge
United Methodist Church in Kingwood. All performances are
free and open to the public.
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Three Humble ISD teachers received technology
training at A&M University, laptop computers, and
$5,000 for classroom use because of a grant from Bill
and Melinda Gates to the instructional technology

department.
Melissa Aweida, second grade teacher at

Greentree Elementary, Nicole Johnson, math teacher at Atascoci-
ta Middle, and Tanya Huelett, science teacher at Humble High
School, have received Intel Teach To The Future training and are
certified to train other teachers.

This fall 60 Humble ISD teachers received the training
and other classes will be offered this summer. Each trainer
teaches a class of no more than 20 individuals. The classes show
teachers how to integrate various technologies into their curricu-
lum. Using their existing lesson plans, teachers will learn to
weave in the creation of web pages, electronic newsletters, and
power point presentations. As the technology is taught from the
viewpoint of the student, teachers will learn of students’ capabili-
ties at the grade level they teach. They will learn to use Microsoft
Office XP and Microsoft Publisher, and will receive these
programs at the end of the course for their own use. Teachers will
come away with their own lesson plans revised with new

technology elements, and with the
ability to collaborate and network

through this technology with other
teachers in their subject or

grade level.
Debbie Davis,

instructional technology
department, said the
three trainers were
chosen based on their

use of technology in the classroom, attendance at workshops, and
overall enthusiasm for the use of technology. “We will be able to
train another 120 teachers, and would love to do more if we can
get the grant extended,” Debbie said. “These classes are very
interactive and fun. Also, this summer each day in each class
there will be drawings for goody-baskets full of technology or
instruction-related things for classroom use.”

Teachers attending the classes receive 40 hours of
professional growth credit, as well at G/T credit. All classes must
be attended, with no exceptions.

The classes are offered in two sessions: Session 1, June
2, 4, 6, 10 and 12, and Session 2, July 28, 30, and August 1, 5,
and 7. They will be from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. at Atascocita Middle,
Greentree and Humble High School. Each session runs every
other day for two weeks for 40 hours of class time. Additional
time commitment between classes will be needed to complete
projects.

Enrollment for these classes is now open, and registration
will be accepted based on the date and time of your registration.

Grants Awardedx x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

From the Family x x x x x x x

“I really enjoyed the saga of the angel bus drivers. (April
issue) That kind of caring attitude is typical among the people I
work with here at Foster. It’s one reason why working here is
very rewarding and meaningful.” – Mimi Monks, special ed
intervention, Foster Elementary.

If you are aware of any other Humble ISD heroes, please
contact your campus key communicator to let us know about them.
Good deeds deserve recognition!

“I wish to thank all my friends and co-workers throughout
the district for your cards, visits, meals and well-wishes while I
was down with my back. I truly appreciate the thoughtfulness.”
– Beth Davidson, secretary at Lakeland Elementary.

Lakeland Elementary presents its second
annual theater production on May 8. Funded by a fine
arts grant provided by the Nathaniel Foundation and
Administaff, the production is directed by R. Scott
Allen, April Maldonado and Alan Corman.

Eighteen fifth-graders will present a one-act
cutting of the play Into the Woods on Thursday, May 8, at 7 p.m.
in the school cafeteria. The play brings to life Cinderella, Jack
and the Beanstalk, Little Red Riding Hood and other well-known
fairy tale characters. Interwoven with these classic tales is the
baker and his wife whose longing for a child is thwarted by a
mischievous witch who lives next door. The playwright brings us
expressions of character and actions which reflect the complica-
tions of living in modern society and difficult choices we
encounter on the paths of our lives.

The performance is free and lasts 45 minutes. In
addition to the 7 p.m. performance, the play will also be pre-
sented for the school at 9:15 a.m. and 1:45 p.m. The students look
forward to sharing this theatrical production with you. You’ll not
want to miss this!

Neat Ideasx x x x

Foster Elementary nurse
Janet Mansfield hosted a Health

Fair at her campus. Students enjoyed
a wide variety of hands-on experiences and

attended five informative 30-minute sessions.
The 48 speakers included doctors and nurses from Texas
Childrens Hospital and Northeast Medical Center Hospital,
CATE students, dental hygienists, and representatives from
Animal Control, the Health and Science Museum, YMCA, QLS
Health Complex, the Epilepsy Foundation, and Reliant Energy.
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the grade levels to benefit Humble Area Assistance Ministries.
Students from each grade dropped spare change into jars at
lunchtime for a week. Various coins and bills were credited with
different “points.” The competition netted $800 for HAAM.

Pine Forest Elementary has a brand new outdoor
classroom. The classroom was designed by Humble High senior
Casey Gower and constructed by Casey and members of Boy
Scout Troop 264 and Sea Scout Ship 88. The outdoor classroom
is Casey’s Eagle Scout project. Materials for the project were
donated by Cain’s Ace Hardware and Lowe’s Home Improve-

ment Center in Atascocita. The project took
about 290 volunteer hours to complete, and
includes seating and tables for 30 students
and a very large, sturdy teacher’s podium.
Both students and teachers are enjoying this
new addition to the campus.

A Quest High School senior, Cal Pifer, has
been named to the National Youth Advisory

Committee of the National Service Learning Partnership Board.
Cal is one of eight students from the nation to be named to this
committee.

Creekwood Middle School’s eighth grade class
conducted an Earth Day community service project by
painting “Clean Means Safe” on storm drain covers and distribut-
ing informational flyers to neighborhoods in Creekwood’s
attendance area. The flyers explain what should and should not be
placed in the drains. The students studied the importance of
keeping the water supply safe and the cost of treatment down. A
grant from the Humble ISD Education Foundation funded the
project. A student contest was held for the design of the flyer.

For the past three years Creekwood Junior Historians
have been corresponding with 25 soldier pen-pals. Notes and
cards are sent each holiday, and this year small care packages
were sent to soldiers serving in Afghanistan. Most recently the
Junior Historians, along with Girl Scout Troop 3006, are sending
care packages containing Girl Scout Cookies and small US flags
and pins to 35 soldiers serving in Afghanistan, Kuwait, and Iraq.

Recently, the students received this message from Derek
Williams and Seal Team 3, Delta Platoon: “Please tell the Girl
Scouts they are awesome. I have been in and around Baghdad for
the last five weeks and have just returned to Kuwait. What a
wonderful surprise to get here and find such a great touch of
home. Thank you for thinking of us in such a special way. We love
our country and your support shows your love also. God bless
America and may God bless the Girl Scouts.” Derek is the son of
Cheryl Williams, attendance specialist at Willow Creek.
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Kingwood Ninth Grade’s Timothy Nichols and five
students rode in the MS150 charity bike ride from Houston to
Austin which benefits the Multiple Sclerosis Society.

“I became involved in this bike ride because my mother-
in-law has MS, and it’s a great way for my daughters and I to
show support,” said Tim. “This ride has over 11,000 participants
annually. I discussed it with kids at this campus, and they decided
to ride also. Together we raised about $2,000 for the MS Society!”

“The students started from Rhodes Stadium in Katy with
about 5,000 other participants,” Tim said. “They rode through
small towns and had frequent break points. The first day was
about 90 miles and we camped in LaGrange. The second day
finished in Austin, with over 80 miles of travel.”

“This is a very special bunch of kids to
ride that far for charity. They truly enjoyed the
experience. They took away a lot from this event.
They grew as people, are more self-confident
and are more self-assured in what they can
accomplish,” Tim said. “They are planning
(with my help) to form a bike club next year
so more students can be involved!”

The Structured Learning Center (previously the
Discipline Program) has recently been named the Texas Service-
Learning Site Of The Month. Using a service-learning grant for
at-risk campuses, the students researched, planned and designed a
nature trail through the woods adjoining the campus.

The students surveyed the 14 programs housed at the
Community Learning Center to determine common needs, then
used the information to design their trail. They built a bridge,
installed benches and leveled about 80 tons of limestone and
granite. The students were responsible for getting business
partners such as HEB, Home Depot and Alexander Construction.
Students obtained bids for the project and did public speaking at
local meetings to promote their project. A ribbon-cutting cer-
emony for the new nature trail is planned for May 9.

Feel free to stop by for a free tour guided by some very
proud kids.

Todd Hicks, agriculture teacher at Humble High
School, will receive a $4,700 grant from United Way for his
Community Garden project. Regular and special education
students will work together to build a community vegetable
garden. Special ed students will learn hands-on job skills,
agriculture students will build a fence for the garden and land-
scaping design students will surround the garden with plants and
hedges. Vegetables from the garden will be given to local social
service agencies such as HAAM.

Atascocita Middle School’s National Junior Honor
Society recently sponsored a school-wide competition between

Service Learning x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
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Condolences to Kitty Thrower, second grade teacher at
Bear Branch Elementary, on the loss of her father.

Sympathy to Sonya Kaster, Child Nutrition Services,
on the loss of her mother.

Condolences to Henry Parish, Child Nutrition Services
maintenance, on the loss of his grandson.

Sympathy to Mary Woods, bookkeeper at TMS, and
Jim Woods, maintenance, on the loss of Jim’s father,

Condolences to Susan Elsenbrock, first grade teacher at
Bear Branch Elementary, on the loss of her father.

Sympathy to Mary Gordwin, head custodian at
Maplebrook Elementary, on the loss of her husband.

Condolences to Debbie Sherman, Maplebrook P.E.
aide, on the loss of her brother-in-law.

Sympathy to Kathie Voisinet, Maplebrook third grade
teacher, on the loss of her sister and her mother.

Condolences to Judy Meaux, Oaks Elementary third
grade teacher, on the loss of her father.
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Get Wellx x x x x x Sympathy to Mary Causey, counselor at Oaks Elemen-
tary, on the loss of ther father and mother-in-law.

Condolences to Tiffany Caseltine, fourth grade teacher
at Oaks Elementary, on the loss of her grandmother.

Sympathy to Sherry Orr, second grade teacher at Oaks
Elementary, on the loss of her father.

Condolences to Rachel Albrecht, fourth grade teacher
at Foster Elementary, on the loss of her sister.

Sympathy to Deanne Moore, ELT/ESL teacher at Oak
Forest Elementary, on the loss of her father-in-law.

Condolences to Marty Bragg, assistant principal at Oak
Forest Elementary, on the loss of her father.

Sympathy to Melisa Perrin, social studies teacher at
Riverwood Middle, on the loss of her grandmother.

Sympathy to Sharon Lee, bookkeeper at Riverwood
Middle, on the loss of her husband.

Condolences to Christi Jordan, history teacher at
Riverwood Middle, on the loss of her grandmother.

Sympathy to Kim Russell, counselor at Oak Forest
Elementary, on the loss of her grandmother.

Condolences to Stafanie Giles, first grade teacher at
Oak Forest Elementary, on the loss of her grandmother.

Sympathy to Melanie Elrod, English teacher at Humble
Ninth, on the loss of her grandmother.

Condolences to Lynn Eriksen, PE/Coach at Humble
Ninth, on the loss of his father-in-law.

Sympathy to Thelma Harrison, Quest High School
facilitator, on the loss of her dad.

Condolences to Kay Signorelli, fourth grade teacher at
Pine Forest Elementary, on the loss of her son and mother.

Sympathy to Ginger Sargent, attendance specialist at
Kingwood High School, on the loss of her sister.

Condolences to Patsy Jackson, bus driver, on the loss
of her mother.

Sympathy to Mary Bogenschutz, special ed department
head at Atascocita Middle, on the loss of her sister-in-law.

Sarah Waldrop, music teacher at
Willow Creek Elelmentary, is back at work
after a recent heart attack and surgery.

Marianne Defiori, Quest facilita-
tor, is recovering from surgery and
injuries sustained from being thrown from a horse.

Robert Netardus, retired teacher and current bus driver,
is home recovering from surgery.

Stephanie Harris, bus aide, is home recovering from
surgery.

In Memorium x x x x x x x x x x

Lakeland teacher Nancy Jane Wright passed away on
April 20. She was the daughter of Jane Turner and the late George
Turner, a former Humble ISD superintendent. Nancy was a
graduate of Humble High  and of Southwest Texas State Univer-
sity. She taught at Lakeland Elementary for more than 25 years.


