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Creekwood Middle School was the first 
stop in the nation on a photography exhibit 
tour designed to honor American veterans of 
World War I.  The photo exhibit was part of 
a service project to promote awareness of the 
“forgotten war” and raise money to restore 
a World War I memorial that honors the 4.7 
million Americans who served in The War 
to End All Wars.

“This idea began when I watched 
a segment of CBS Sunday Morning last 
spring,” said AMS teacher Jan York. “It 
highlighted photographer David DeJonge’s 
efforts to recognize the veterans of WWI 
with their own monument on the Mall in 
DC.”  DeJonge spent two years finding and 
photographing the last surviving WWI veter-
ans. There were 15 at the start of the project 
but only one now remains, Frank Buckles of 
West Virginia, who just turned 108.

“I was so taken with the project which 
he hopes to make a national touring exhibit 
and thought it would be a wonderful thing 
for middle school students to learn about and 
create service to benefit the effort,” said Jan. 
“The exhibit was unveiled at the Pentagon 
spring of 2008. I spoke to Walt Winicki 
and several teachers and we all could see 

the value in making classroom connections 
to such a project. By the time I learned that 
a grant for service learning was available, I 
also learned that our own congressman, Ted 
Poe, introduced legislation to make Mr De-
Jonge’s quest for a WWI veterans’ national 
monument a reality. It seemed too perfect 
to be true. I called Mr.DeJonge’s studio in 
Michigan and we’ve been busy with the 
opportunity to be the first to showcase the 
traveling version of the exhibit ever since.” 

The project has been a collaboration 
with leadership from Service Learning spe-
cialist Barb Campbell and Service Learning 
grant coordinator Kim Huseman. A team of 
about 25 CMS faculty and Barb reached out 
to the high schools that participated. They 
began meeting every Monday since early Oc-
tober to lay the groundwork so that after the 
Christmas holiday it could become student 
driven.

At CMS technology students designed 
flyers and PTA used the design to create lam-
inated backpack tags for donations. Class-
room connections were planned by teachers, 
including stages of war, influenza, poetry of 
era, and genealogy of student families to see 
if there was a relative who served (and many 

did). Student docents researched and 
trained to present the lives of the veter-
ans in the portraits for exhibit visitors.  

York, Poe and DeJonge 
with Bickles portraitT-shirts sold as fundraiser are still available.

continued on next page



During a coin drive the grade levels 
devised slogans: 6th grade had Greenbacks 
for the Great War, 7th graders had Dough 
for the Doughboys, and 8th grade had 
Bucks for Buckles. 

Each grade ordered t-shirts in red, 
white and blue. Five dollars from each sale 
went to the foundation. The shirts can still 
be ordered on the CMS website.

On Feb. 5 the exhibit was on display 
for history classes to tour. Mr. DeJonge was 
present to add information. Student docents 
made the story come alive for visitors. 
WWI signs and posters covered the halls. 
On Feb. 6 both Mr. DeJonge and Congress-
man Ted Poe spoke at an assembly. The 
KHS boys choir sang with the CMS choir, 
On Flanders Field was read, a slide show of 
our collections was shown. The gym was a 
sea of red, white and blue. It was an amaz-
ing event!

“If other groups have half the enthusi-
asm as these kids at Creekwood, there will 
be no problem raising money,” congressman 
Poe said prior to the assembly. “This school 
is doing a wonderful job showing that 

World War I is about 
real people, just like 
our soldiers over in 
Iraq and Afghani-
stan.” 

The Feb. 7 event at the Civic Center 
combined DeJonge’s exhibit, CMS docents 
and high school presentors. Students of KHS 
teacher Carol Rios performed readings and 
enactments of the stages of the war. Quest 
students researched and read love letters 
from the war and presented a powerpoint on 
poison gas warfare. Students in HHS ROTC 
presented the colors and Poe and DeJonge 
spoke. Service learning projects throughout 
Humble ISD were also showcased.

“It’s been an amazing ride,” said Jan. 
“So many did so much, and the rewards in 
the classroom for the kids were absolutely 
wonderful! This touched all of us, includ-
ing those involved from RMS, QHS, KHS, 
KPHS, AHS and HHS.”

Funds raised totaled $13,059. Since 
then, Ted Poe spoke on the floor of Con-
gress, and mentioned Creekwood Middle 
School by name.

CMS service to those who served long ago

CMS principal Walt Winicki helps 
with set-up

Jan York and Emily Bird prepare 
WWI uniforms for the exhibit

DeJonge speaks to CMS assemblyTed Poe with CMS students

Quest student presentors and Congressman Poe

Ch. 13’s Don Nelson and Ted Poe

DeJonge in classroom 
demonstration

exhibit

Contributions to change driveauthentic WWI uniforms
KHS and CMS choirs performed

exhibit
exhibit

CMS project planning team



Atascocita High School – Bobbie Schrock
 WWI contribution:   Melissa Rayburn’ Patriettes' dance routine on video
  SL Showcase:   Kap McWhorter's Social Action Class - poverty simulation
     Erin Kelly's Communication Applications: Habitat for Humanity
 
Creekwood Middle School – Jan York
 WWI contribution: Docents for portraits
     Snacks – RELA teachers – HEB $30 gift card
     WWI connections computer for community members to add stories
     Donation station with t-shirts for sale
 SL Showcase:  Nothing But Nets – Carlos Espinola  (current KHS freshman)

Humble High School – Stacey Hamlet
 WWI contribution: JROTC led by MSG O'Bryant  – posting the colors
 SL Showcase:  Veterans Day

Kingwood High School – Barb Campbell
 WWI contribution: Historical progression of the War - Carol Rioux’s AP European History students 
	 	 	 	 Line	the	entrance	with	flags	–	Student	Body	President	Scott	Meara
 State Farm SL Showcase: video submission of the project
    Student Council Hats off to Mr. Buckles Day raised $150
 SL Showcase:  Spanish 4 cultural exploration with River Pines Elem. 

Kingwood Park High School – Carla Atkinson
 WWI contribution: Quartet led by choir director James Park to introduce Ted Poe & David DeJonge
    AVID committee, led by Freda Johnson, raised $500 with a pay to play day
 SL Showcase:  KPHS banner by Chelcie Johnston 
    Invisible Children
    Various projects on rolling PPT

Quest High School – Kim Huseman
 WWI contribution: Biological Warfare – Sherri Ondrusek
    Letters Home –Kim Huseman
 SL Showcase:   Kim Klepcyk and Mitsy Stumpf
    Honduras Orphanage Project - Dylan Noyes
    Invisible Children – Jim Nerad
    Wednesday morning service - Dance troupe 
    Senior Social Action 

Riverwood Middle School – Matt Weeks
    WWI contribution: Matt Weeks donated artifacts from WWI, 
    dressed in uniform and shared his knowledge 
    and passion for the time period.

Civic Center WWI Exhibit & Service Learning Showcase
These school groups were involved with the WWI event at the Humble Civic Center: Frank Buckles: 

last WWI vet.



Congratulations 
to Jack Fields Elemen-
tary fifth grader Aariyana 
Green, District Spelling 
Bee Champion. Summer-

wood Elementary third grader Garland "Quinn" Murphy 
is our runner-up. Aariyanna will compete in the Houston 
PBS Regional Spelling Bee on March 28. This event will be 
broadcast, live, on Houston PBS/Channel 8 at 1 pm. Thanks 
to all campus spelling bee coordinators and administrators 
for your support and assistance in making this year's Bee 
another successful event! 

Oak Forest 
special education 
teacher Rebecca 
Potter was chosen 
as Teacher of the 
Month by the Edu-
cation Foundation 
of Harris County 

and the Staples Foundation for Learning. She was selected 
from 26 school districts. Rebecca received a gift card and an 
invitation to the 2009 Excellence in Education Dinner.

Oak Forest Elementary School parent Gay Nowlin 
nominated her for the award. She praised Rebecca for exhib-
iting “pure joy” when a student succeeds and for always be-
ing ready with new ideas when a student struggles. Rebecca 
has been teaching for 13 years.

Long Term Discipline Program instructional support 
teacher Tammy Alexander graduated in December with her 
Masters in Education from Sam Houston University with a 
solid 4.0 GPA!

Former Humble ISD teacher and Lake-
land assistant principal Dr. R. Scott Allen 
has been named the new principal of Houston 
ISD’s High School for the Performing and Vi-
sual Arts. HSPVA gained international recog-
nition by the GRAMMY foundation on five occasions.

Dr. Allen

All four boys basketball teams at Atascocita Middle 
had a great season. The 7th and 8th grade A and B teams 
went undefeated in district and won district championships.  
This is the first time at AMS that all four boys teams have 
won district championships. Kerry Miller is the AMS 8th 
grade boys basketball coach and Brandon Johnson is the 
7th grade boys basketball coach. Paul Metzger is the AMS 
athleltic coordinator.

Quiet Humble ISD Heros at work
Recently Shadow Forest was damaged by fire. Five 

classrooms had extensive damage, and more needed cleaning 
and repairs before they would be suitable for use. Because 
our district’s maintenance team showed up in the “wee 
hours” to tackle clean-up and repairs, school began as usual 
at Shadow Forest on Tuesday. 

A team of maintenance employees arrived around 4:00 
a.m. Sunday morning to start the cleanup process. In the five 
severely damaged rooms restoration will continue through 
the end of the week. Those five classes were relocated within 
the building. 

Assistant Supt. for Support Services Martha Buckner 
said, “Special recognition goes to Tom Duffee, who has 
been on site since early Sunday morning and has taken the 
lead in directing the restoration.  Also to Nancy Arnold for 
her efforts on behalf of the children and staff of Shadow For-
est during this difficult time.” 

Because so much work is done so quickly and quietly 
behind the scenes, we can go on with business as usual even 
with unusual circumstances. Thanks to our own Humble ISD 
heros.

The Public Information 
team earned awards at the Texas 
School Public Relations Associa-
tion conference this month. The team, including executive 
director Karen Collier, assistant director Jamie Mount, 
media coordinator Robin McAdams, webmaster Charlotte 
Hoya, and office professional Sue Vernon, received two Best 
of Category, 14 Gold Star and two Silver Star awards. Best of 
Category went to the Foundation Newsletter and the Spanish 
language Bond brochure. Gold Awards went to the Foun-
dation and Your Schools newsletters, English and Spanish 
Bond brochures, Dyslexia brochure, IB brochure, Learning is 
All That Really Matters folder, QHS brochure, QHS Poster, 
Spelling Bee program, Choices package, brochure, and DVD, 
and the Family Album newsletter. Silver Awards went to the 
Foundation greeting card and QHS Spanish brochure.

Humble High band students Tania Guerra and Karly 
Dalton were selected to perform with the US Navy Band 
at 7 p.m. on March 7 at KPHS. This concert is part of the 
Navy Band's tour before they perform at the American Band 
Association convention at Texas A&M in March. Tickets are 
available at KPHS band office. HHS band director is Dena 
Steed, and assistant band director is Cory Roberts.

Aariyana 
Green

Quinn 
Murphy



Bear Branch Science Lab teacher 
Kendra Wetuski announces the Feb. 
11 birth of her first grandchild, Jackson 
Dominic Boscia. He weighed 7 lbs., 1/2 
oz. and is 19-1/2 inches long.

Whispering Pines instructional aide Jan Kuhl an-
nounces the Jan. 28 birth of her first grandchild, Lydaya 
Joellen Kuhl.

Summerwood first grade teacher Kelly McClain an-
nounces the Dec. 19 birth of her son, Adam Neil McClain.  
He weighted 8 lbs. 14 oz.

Timbers principal Pat Winkler announces the birth of 
her grandson, Craig Stanley Robertson. He weighed 9 lbs., 8 
oz. and was 22 inches long.

KHS science teacher Fred McGrew and spec. service 
teacher Courtney McGrew announce the Feb. 9 birth of 
thier son, David. He weighed 8 lbs., 13 oz.

Greentree fifth grade teacher Robin Lawrence an-
nounces the Jan. 21 birth of her twin grand-daughters, Halie 
and Madison Miller. 

Woodland Hills Elemen-
tary kindergarten teacher Mary 

Borum announces the Nov. 6 birth of her ninth grandchild, 
Beckett Winston Borum. Dad John is a ‘99 graduate of KHS. 

AHS biology teacher Brandy Warren announces the 
Dec. 9 birth of her son, Gabriel Michael. He weighed 6 lbs., 8 
oz. and was 18-1/2 inches long.

AHS physics teacher and swim coach David Pink and 
AMS reading teacher Tyler Pink announce the Jan. 9 birth 
of their daughter, Elizabeth Marie. She weighed 6 lbs., 5.6 oz. 
and was 20 inches long.

AHS teacher Amy Shipp announces the Jan. 12 birth 
of her son, Brennen Andrew. He weighed  7 lbs., 14 oz. and 
was  19-1/2 inches long.

AHS communication applications and social action 
teacher Kap McWhorter announces the Jan. 18 birth of 
his son, Max Kaplan. Arriving 6 weeks early, he weighed 5 
lbs., 3 oz. and was 17 inches long. After 10 days in ICU, he’s 
home and doing remarkably well.

Woodland Hills head custodian Eva Williams an-
nounces the Dec. 31 birth of her granddaughter, Briauna Am-
ari Mills. She weighed 7 lbs. 12 oz. and was 20 1/2 in. long.

HHS biology teacher and coach Patrick Luna an-
nounce the Feb. 6 birth of his son, Kellen Patrick Luna. He 
weighed 5 lbs., 9 oz. and is 18 inches long. 

 Retired HHS social studies teacher and long-time sub 
Pat Morgan, announces the Feb. 5 gave birth of her grand-
daughter, Micah Alexandra. She weighed 6 lbs., 7 oz. 

Maplebrook music 
teacher Cynthia Ruff 
announces the birth of 
her grandson, Paul James 
Schmelzer. He weighed 8 
lbs., 1 oz.

HHS drill team instructor Chelsea Jenkins announces 
the Feb. 5 birth of her daughter, Alanah Grace. She weighed 
4 lbs., and 15 oz. Alanah Grace was early due to a car acci-
dent last week when Chelsea was coming to work. Mom and 
baby are doing well.

Bear Branch Kindergarten teacher Michelle Reynolds 
announces the Feb. 9 birth of her daughter, Meredith Anne.  
She weighed 5 lbs., 7 oz. and is 17-1/2 inches long.

Lt. Governor David Dewhurst, met at length with 
representatives from Humble ISD to discuss school finance 
issues when they made a recent trip to Austin. Pictured, from 
left, are Charles Cunningham, Chairman of the Humble ISD 
Board of Trustees Legislative Committee, Superintendent Dr. 
Guy Sconzo, Dewhurst, and Vice President of the Humble 
ISD Board Dan Huberty. Sconzo noted that Dewhurst gra-
ciously met with the Humble ISD contingent for more than 
an hour and showed exceptional understanding of the finan-
cial crisis and issues facing Humble ISD and other school 
districts across Texas. 

Legislative Committee at work



Greentree artists create portraits of Humble ISD School Board

Community Learning Center bids 
farewell to retiring social worker Gayle 
Dixon. Gayle began social work in 1967, 
received her masters’ from Tulane in 1970, 
and worked in Louisiana and Kentucky. She 
taught in Aldine ISD for three years and was a social worker 
in Houston ISD for nine years. She came to Humble ISD in 
1993 as a counselor for the Disicipline Program. Since 2000 
she served as social worker for the CLC. She was also a field 
instructor for graduate students in social work and school 
counseling. 

Whispering Pines welcomes new first grade teacher 
Flor Garcia and third grade teacher Kathryn White.

New Faces & Places

January was School 
Board Appreciation Month. 
Greentree students and art 
teacher Cheryl VanRys-
dam were asked to design 
portraits of the Humble ISD 
School Board members. The 
portraits were presented to 
the Board in January. 

Maplebrook second grade 
teacher Erin Castagna an-
nounces her Feb. 7 marriage to 
Michael Day.

Whispering Pines reading intervention Teacher Sharon 
Harris announces the engagement of her son, Jeremy Har-
ris to Kara Alfredson. Jeremy is a ‘99 graduate of HHS.  A 
Texas Hill Country wedding is planned for Sept. 5, 2009.

 AHS principal’s secretary Mimi 
Buchman announces the engagement of her 
son, Matthew Buchman, to Kristin Cleary. 
Matthew is an ‘01 HHS graduate. A March 
15 wedding in Destin, Forida is planned.

Timbers PreK para educator Vera Adams announces 
the engagement of her son, Alphanso Adams, to Regina Pur-
nell.  Alphanso is an ‘00 HHS graduate and an ‘04 of Baylor 
graduate.  A May 16 wedding in Atlanta, Georgia is planned.

Important Reminder...
 
 A reminder from an earlier email... Third Party Ad-

ministrator (TPA), TriSurant, is now HealthFirst TPA. Your 
new ID cards for health and dental should have been mailed 
directly to your home address. If you did not receive your 
new ID cards by February 28 or if you need additional ID 
cards, email your request to humbleidcard@hftpa.com or call 
HealthFirst TPA at 281-999-9306. 

The old insurance cards should be destroyed and 
replaced with the new ones. There will be no changes to the 
plan design in regards to coverage, deductibles, premiums or 
available providers, etc. The new cards contain updated num-
bers your provider will need to call to verify benefits under 
the plan. In addition, the new ID cards have a new address to 
use for claims filing.

If you need a temporary ID card, it will be available 
after March 1 at www.hftpa.com/htx

Gayle Dixon

Thanks to these great artists for their contributions.

Grants, Grants, Grants!

The Humble ISD Education Founda-
tion has released their 2009 Innovative 
Education grant application. Completed 
proposals are due by Friday, March 27. To 
download guidelines and application, go to 
http://www.humbleisdfoundation.org/html/apply_for_grant/
innovative_09.htm.  Grant writing assistance workshops are 
offered Feb. 19 and Feb. 23 from 4:30-5:30 in Rm. 240 of the 
Admin. building. District employees are encouraged to sign 
up through ESC Works. Parent volunteers working alongside 
a teacher to submit a project can RSVP their workshop at-
tendance by emailing Jerri Monbaron at Jerri.Monbaron@
humble.k12.tx.us. 



Become a Science Fair Volunteer
 
Would you like to meet some of our future scien-

tists and engineers? Over the next few weeks, several local 
elementary schools will be holding their annual science fair 
and volunteers are needed to help make the fairs a success.

“Scientists are vital to our future and the school fairs 
help foster young students’ interest in botany or biology, 
chemistry and physics, engineering, the earth sciences, and 
even psychology to name a few areas,” Dr. Aaron Clevenson, 
science fair coordinator, said. “Beyond that, these young stu-
dents are introduced to the scientific method, while develop-
ing critical thinking skills.”

No experience is necessary. Judges do not need to be 
an engineer or scientist to get involved. All judges need is 
an interest in giving back to the community and its children. 
Judges will be trained the morning before the judging begins.

Volunteers are needed for the following schools and 
dates, from 8 a.m. to early afternoon:  Eagle Springs El-
ementary, Feb. 24; Maplebrook Elementary, Feb. 25; Willow 

Creek Elementary, Feb. 26; Oaks 
Elementary, March 9; Greentree 
Elementary, March 10; Pine Forest 
Elementary, March 11; and Lake-
land Elementary, March 12. In ad-
dition, volunteers are needed to help 
with the District’s elementary fair 
on Saturday, March 28.

 If interested, please send an 
email to Dr. Clevenson at aaron@
clevenson.org or call him at 281-
852-4667.

BBE student Ronan Padhye

Aaron Clevenson

Livestock show enjoys tradition 
of community support

Local businesses 
and community members 
continued a long tradition 
of great support by con-
tributing a combined total 
of $224,950 at the 2009 

Livestock Auction.  Their continued support helps students 
obtain money for college and post secondary training and 
assists students in raising animal projects.

          Students receiving grand champion honors were: 
Shelby Flick for steer, purchased by Robbins Auto Mall and 
Humble Community Bank; Alexis Marion for swine, pur-
chased by Memorial Hermann Northeast Advisory Board; 
Justin Alford for lamb, purchased by Humble Machine 
Works and RB Machine Works; Cyrus Cunningham for goat, 
purchased by Rosewood Memorial Park; Paige Ebert for tur-
key, purchased by Goolsby Testing; Haley Staggs for broiler, 
purchased by Crawford 
Young Drywall; and 
Brianna Bosworth for 
rabbit, purchased by 
Humble ISD School 
Board Trustees and 
Administrator Donors.

District Administrators and Trustees Purchased:
Grand Champion Rabbit, AHS, Brianna Bosworth  . . . . . .$ 2,750
4th Place Turkey, KHS, Dakota Ferrero . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 1,300
6th Place Turkey, AHS, Andrea Alexander . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 2,000
7th Place Goat, AHS, Katie Weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 2,400
7th Place Steer, KHS, Chris Castro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 4,500
8th Place Swine, KHS, Elise Raney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 2,500
9th Place Broiler, AHS, Jonathan Dziedzic  . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,700
10th Place Lamb, AHS, Ashley Hill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
                                               Total:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $22,150   



Sympathy to Tony Pounds, KPHS 
teacher and golf coach, and to Irene 
Pounds, AHS secretary–Blue House 2, on 
the loss of Tony’s father. 

Condolences to Mona Thompson, 
AHS Math Instructional Coach, on the loss of her mother.

Sympathy to Guy Anderson, AHS journalism teacher 
and yearbook advisor, and Claudia Anderson, former teach-
er at Jack Fields Elementary, on the loss of Claudia’s father.

Condolences to the Humble High School Band on the 
loss of their Band Booster president, Bryant Harmon, in a car 
accident. Mr. Harmon was 43 years old and had become the 
catalyst for the Humble Band Boosters.  He has one daughter 
in college and two more children in the HHS vertical family.  

Sympathy to Sandyia Payton, Humble High School 
journalism teacher, on the loss of her mother. Ann Payton-
Gipson has been active in the district and in the community 
during the time both of her daughters came through the 
Humble I.S.D. school district.

Condolences to Jamie Mount, 
assistant director of Public Informa-
tion, on the loss of her mother-in-
law, Elizabeth Mount.

Sympathy to Izora Sims, 
retired long-time PE teacher at 
Greentree, on the loss of her hus-
band, Paul.

Condolences to Diane Dean, Atascocita High School 
math teacher, on the loss of her mother.

Construction on Middle School #8 has officially begun! 
Our School Board attended a ground-breaking ceremony Jan. 
29 in Summerwood on Woodson Park Drive near West Lake 
Houston and Beltway 8. Pictured, from left, are Durotech 
General Contractors CEO David Rowe, Joiner Partnership 
President Carl Joiner, Board President Dave Martin, Board 
Secretary Brent M. Engelage, Keith Lapeze, Robert Scarfo, 
Parliamentarian Dr. Bonnie Longnion, Vice President Daniel 
G. Huberty and Charles Cunningham; and Superintendent 
Dr. Guy Sconzo.

 MS #8 will open August 2010. It will address enroll-
ment growth in the southern portion of the district where 
there are many new homes and neighborhoods. The 180,000 
square foot facility will include classrooms, labs, an am-
phitheater, a library media center, a competition gym and 
half-size practice gym, music halls and more. Funding comes 
from 2005 Bond money. Construction of a 35,000 square foot 
YMCA Fitness Facility adjacent to the school is planned for 
the future.  

MS #8 is on       the way!

David Sitton, baseball coach at 
HHS, had a very serious motorcycle 
accident last month. He remains in The 

Institute for Rehabilitation and Research and is doing really 
well now. His memory is returning more and more each day. 
His goal is to be out of the hospital by March 5. Please keep 
David and his family in your thoughts and prayers. 

Greentree had a great turn out at Bridge Fest this year, 
placing second place in the Elementary School Challenge. 
Students placing in the events included Sydney Goodman 
with Third Place in 5K, Pierce Spencer with 1st place in .5 
mile, Reece Spencer with second in one mile, Samantha 
Bailey with third in one mile, Grayson Doss with second in 
.5 mile, and Kambri Foster with 3rd in .5 mile.

GTE does 
well at 
Bridge
Fest



Creekwood Middle Full Orchestra recognized as the state’s best   

 Creekwood Middle School has earned the honor of 
being named the 2009 Texas State Middle School Full Honor 
Orchestra. Because of the award, Creekwood band and or-
chestra students were performers in San Antonio at the Texas 
Music Educators Association’s Convention.  

Creekwood was chosen after judges evaluated a CD 
recording of the full orchestra’s performance in University 
Interscholastic League competition. The judges unanimously 
rated Creekwood Middle as first in state.

“This is a historic occasion,” Allen Miller, Humble 
ISD Director of Arts Education, said. “Only a single organi-
zation is chosen for the title each year. It takes a tremendous 
amount of dedication and hard work on the part of students, 
directors and parents to achieve this great accomplishment.”

Head Orchestra Director Ken Buck, Head Band Direc-
tor Melissa DeSpain and Assistant Band Director Byron 
Clements received the good news during the summer. The 
full orchestra is made up of seventh and eighth grade band 
and orchestra students who rehearse at 7 a.m. on Fridays 
before school.

“Since this group does not meet during the school day, 
this is extra work for the kids, but it offers them a chance to 
grow musically,” Buck said.

The group received Grand Sweepstakes at UIL before 
entering the state-level contest. The students played “Slavon-
ic Legend” by Del Borgo; “Rhosymedre” by Vaughan Wil-
liams and “Russian Sailors’ Dance” by Gliere.  

 By playing with a full orchestra, the students stepped 
out of their comfort zone. In the classroom, band students 
are used to playing among woodwind, brass and percussion 

instruments. Orchestra students are used to playing among 
stringed instruments such as violin and string bass. In the 
full orchestra, students must play all together.

 “The judges listen for qualities like intonation, balance, 
precision and musicality,” DeSpain said.

 The Full Orchestra had about five months to prepare 
for the performance in San Antonio, where they performed 
front of music directors from around the state. 

 Being in the Full Orchestra offers the middle school 
kids a chance to spend time with friends, but it also provides 

them with something more.  
 “The study of instru-

mental music positively 
impacts and integrates all 
of the core curriculums,” 
Clements said. “In order 
to perform music appro-
priately, the students learn 
mathematics in counting 
rhythms, science of how the 
instrument is played, music 
reading skills, and music 
history.  An added bonus 
is the discipline inherent in 
practice and performance.”

CMS is the 2009 Texas State Middle School Full Honor Orchestra.

CMS instrumental music directors are (from left) Assistant Band 
Director Byron Clements, Head Band Director Melissa DeSpain 
and Head Orchestra Director Ken Buck.



The KPHS PTSA will sponsor the Second 
Annual Battle of the Bands competition on Feb. 
28 from 7-10 p.m. in the KPHS cafetorium. All 
Bands are auditioned and will perform that night 
for awards. Seven bands have signed on to date.

Food and Door Prizes will be available to all. 
Tickets will be on sale $3.00 at KPHS on Friday, Feb. 
27. Tickets will be $5.00 at the door.

Entry form and guidelines on the KPHS web 
site at http://humbleisd.net/education/school/school.
php?sectionid=18

Bright                     Ideas
Park Lakes’ science lab is being 

transformed into a chick hospital. As an 
alternative to the butterfly and frog lessons, 
students in grades 1-5 will be involved in 
hatching chicks to learn about life cycles. 
Fifth grade bilingual teacher Angela Lentz 

graciously donated 30 fertilized eggs and an incubator to the 
science lab. 

For three weeks students will be able to observe and 
track the progress of the eggs. Daphne Trumbull, science 
lab teacher, will oversee the project. 

“We started documenting with photos the development 

of these eggs that have been maintained at 100o,” said Daph-
ne. “They are candled to see the appearance of the air cell as 
the chick matures inside the egg. As they start to hatch, we 
plan to roll the incubator to our new News Room and televise 
the process to all our classrooms.”

“We’ve never done this before so we are just as excited 
as the students,” said Daphne. “We’re just taking it all in, so 
that as we learn through the 
process we can decide what 
will be the best course to take 
with each grade when we do it 
again next year.”

Save the date for a fun, exciting event coming up 
that benefits the Education Foundation. The Bikers and 
Bling Foundation Gala will be April 3.

Indulge in all the gumbo and 
jambalaya you can consume this Sat-
urday, Feb. 21, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Atascocita High School’s athletic 

complex during the Fifth Annual 
Le Krewe du Aigle' Mardi Gras 
fund raiser. 

Live zydeco music from Dora 
& the Zydeco Bad Boys (one of 
only four female zydeco accordion 
players) will be a special treat. Ad-
mission is only $10 and benefits the 
journalism and special education 
departments at AHS. 

For further information, con-
tact Guy Anderson.

Enjoy Mardi Gras at AHS
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