
off campus because of space constraints -- are the first in the 
Houston area for TriSurant and Care ATC. 

TriSurant has two other clients in Houston -- both pub-
lic entities -- that plan to open on-site clinics during the first 
half of 2008. 

“What I like about these clinics is it’s not cost-shifting 
-- it’s a way to help control current and future costs,” Peter-
son says. “And that’s dramatic. It’s the new wave of health 
management.” 

Peterson says having a dedicated physician that is able 
to develop relationships with employees and their dependents 
helps with early detection of illnesses. 

“That adds up to big dollars,” he says, “because 10 
percent of an employee population represents 90 percent of 

health costs.” 
Widmier agrees, point-

ing out that a large majority 
of Humble ISD’s health care 
costs come from a small 
group of employees with cata-
strophic claims such as heart 
attacks, diabetes and strokes. 

“So whatever you can 
do to prevent some of those 
claims makes a big differ-
ence,” she says. 

Healthy Alternative 
On-site health care clinics are custom-designed to suit 

the needs of individual employers. It takes about 300 em-
ployees to justify an eight-hour-per-day clinic, Peterson says, 
but smaller employers in one building can share a clinic, or 
several businesses could set up clinics at each of their loca-
tions and share a physician who would rotate. 

“It’s becoming very affordable,” says Rick Huntington, 
executive director of the Houston Business Group on Health, 
which recently held a program on the topic that generated 
interest from employers, consultants and brokers. “You’ll see 
a lot more of this. It’s tied to the wellness and health manage-
ment trend. It’s a natural extension of that.” 

News and notes from and about our                                         family of Humble ISD Employees

Public schools teach class act with private clinics
The Dec. 14 issue of  Houston Business Journal ran 

this article about the Humble ISD onsite health clinics. 
by Monica Perin 
If a teacher in the Humble Independent School District 

catches a cold or develops a pain, the educator no longer has 
to miss a day in the classroom to go see a doctor. 

Humble ISD has opened two on-site, doctor-staffed 
health clinics for employees and says it is the first local 
school district -- and among the first employers in the Hous-
ton area -- to embrace this health care concept. 

Large employers, particularly in the industrial sector, 
have traditionally had on-site clinics to handle occupational 
injuries as well as company physicals. 

But these clinics typically were not available to em-
ployees’ dependents and did not 
necessarily focus on prevention 
and wellness. 

“What’s coming of age now 
is that smaller employers are doing 
this,” and the focus is on preven-
tion, says Craig Peterson, vice 
president of business development 
at TriSurant, the Houston-based 
health plan administrator that 
manages Humble ISD’s self-insur-
ance plan. 

The concept is designed to 
combat rising health care costs. 

“Like everybody else, for the last five years we’ve been 
focused on trying to control our health care costs,” says Mary 
Widmier, assistant superintendent for human resources at 
Humble ISD. “That has meant trying to get better discounts 
maybe through a larger network, trying to raise premiums 
and co-pays slightly -- as much as we think will go over with 
employees.” 

But in the end, Peterson says, that’s just cost-shifting. 
TriSurant began researching the on-site health clinic 

concept a couple of years ago and last year signed an agree-
ment with Care ATC, a Tulsa, Okla.-based company that 
manages and staffs on-site clinics. 

The Humble ISD clinics -- which are actually located 
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In the first month after 
Humble ISD’s first clinic opened 
on Sept. 1, an average of 25 
people came to the clinic per day 
for a total of 350 appointments, 
Widmier says. And those visits were divided about evenly be-
tween acute care (a lot of respiratory illnesses) and wellness 
checkups. 

The district has about 4,300 employees enrolled in its 
health plan, plus dependents, for a total of about 5,000 people 
eligible to use the clinics. 

“Because the clinic was designed for us, we get to con-
trol what we want the hours to be and what services we want 
to offer,” Widmier says. “If something isn’t working, we can 
tweak it. We’ll get updates and reports on usage, and if we 
see a need for some particular type of wellness program, we 
can do that.” 

The clinic care is an option for employees, who can 
choose to continue to seeing their own doctor rather than use 
the clinics. 

Widmier says there is no extra cost to use the clinics, 
no co-pays and no deductibles. 

“They walk in and walk out, paying nothing,” says 
Widmier, who points out that the clinic even disperses some 
common medications for free. 

The first Humble ISD clinic opened in 1,000 square 
feet of space in the Kingwood Town Center in Septem-
ber, and the second opened this month in a strip center in 
Atascocita near a CVS/pharmacy and a pediatric practice. 

Although the concept of on-site clinics usually involved 
a clinic that is located on-property, Widmier says the school 
district, which is spread over 93 square miles, is growing so 
fast that there was no on-site space available. And the district 
determined that leasing space would cost less than setting up 
portable buildings for clinics. 

When Care ATC first sent a representative to the school 
district a year or so ago, Widmier says she “thought it was an 
interesting concept, but frankly, it was so different that I had 
a hard time grasping how it would work. We had to brain-
storm about whether it would work for us.” 

But Widmier kept hearing about how wellness pro-
grams were holding down health costs and became con-
vinced that the idea was worth trying. 

“I took a leap of faith,” she says. “I stuck my neck out.” 
Even if it doesn’t result in savings, Widmier says, the 

increase in employee satisfaction and improved health will be 
worth the effort. 

But Humble ISD has every reason to expect substantial 

Clinic (continued)

savings, according to Care ATC, which reports that its worst 
case scenario is a client whose five-year health care savings 
have been $3,000 per employee. 

“We think we’ll break even in the first year, and over 
three to five years we will probably see a significant savings,” 
says Widmier, who is also tracking employee absenteeism to 
see if there is a positive impact in that area. 

But beyond that, she says, “We’re a community of 
educators, interested in learning. This has the potential of 
educating us to make better choices in our lifestyles.”

Longtime Humble ISD counselor 
Judy Mannix, recently retired, was seri-
ously injured in a car accident. She has been 
in ICU at Ben Taub Hospital. Humble High faculty and staff 
assisted the family with parking costs. Please keep Judy in 
your thoughts and prayers.

Hidden Hollow special ed paraprofessional Rita Parks’ 
daughter, Kayla, who is 16 years old, has been fighting a criti-
cal illness at Memorial Hermann. 

Kim De La Cruz, Creekwood science teacher, is 
recovering from major back surgery in December. Elena 
Massey, retired CMS teacher, is subbing for Kim during her 
absence.

Board member Charles Cunningham is recovering at 
home after a hospital stay.

Joshua Phipps, spouse of Eagle Springs fourth grade 
teacher Stephanie Phipps, gave a wonderful gift to his boss, 
Charlie Ward, by donating a kidney Jan. 8.  Both Joshua and 
Charlie are recovering.

School Board recognition tips
Here are some suggestions you may want to consider 

for School Board Recognition Month.
1. Put a recognition message on your school’s marquee.
2. Invite Board members for lunch at school.  
3. Get kids to answer “What does a board member do?” or 

“If I were a school board member, I would . . .” and put 
them online or in a booklet for Board members.

4. Invite Board members to meetings and other events to 
recognize them.

5. Email your board a note of appreciation, individually or 
as a class. Visit the school district’s website and find the 
Meet the Board page to access their e-mail addresses.



Gracie Claire Bradley Randall Sophie Rose

Eagle 
Springs Special 
Education Teacher 
Diane Dozier 

announces the Nov. 13 birth of her granddaughter, Madison 
Renee Mancuso.  She weighed 5 lbs., 8 oz.

 
North Belt Elementary fifth grade teacher Wendy 

Briles announces the April 9 birth of Alexis Renee. She 
weighed 7 lbs., 4 oz. She is now sitting up, crawling and loves 
her cereal!

 
North Belt Elementary first grade teacher Shawna 

Crankshaw announces the July 6 birth of Michael Edward.  
He weighed 6 lbs., 11oz.

 
Kingwood Park varsity volleyball coach and health 

teacher Tammy White announces on the Nov. 7 birth of her 
son, Toby Brooks White.  He weighed 7 lb 6 oz and is 19.5 
inches long. 

 
Kingwood Park special education teacher Heather Mc-

Dowell announces the Oct. 9 birth of their daughter, Reese 
Cambria McDowell.  She weighed 7 lbs., 9 oz. 

 
Budget control accountant Jennifer Eaton announces 

the Nov. 19 birth of her son, Colton Dean on November 19.  
He weighed 6 lbs., 11 oz.

 
Director of finance Donna Boyd had 

two new grandbabies in the spring: Chloe 
was born on Feb. 20 and Alex was born on 
April 15. 

 
Timbers interventionist Sheryl 

Forbes announces the Dec. 4 arrival of her 
grandson, Hunter Wayne Forbes. He weighed 8 lbs. 2 oz. 

 
Woodland Hills special services interventionist Shirley 

Swain announces the birth of her grandson, James Austin 
Knierim.  He weighed 8 pounds and 9 1/2 ounces.  

 
Woodland Hills fifth grade teacher Sandi Rasmussen 

announces the birth of her grandson, Kaden Robert Brown.  
He weighed 7 lbs., 10 oz.

 
Elm Grove teacher Jill Lossman announces the Nov. 

9 birth of her granddaughter, Caroline Gabriella Ruck. She 
weighed 8 lbs., 2 oz. 

 

Elm Grove teacher Bev Germann 
announces the birth of her grandson, 
Evan Patrick Knight.  

Sterling Middle attendance specialist Shirley Gregory, 
and Kingwood Park computer service technician Bobby 
Gregory announce the Dec. 11 birth of their grandson, Na-
thaniel Lloyd Fossler. He weighed 7 lbs., 4 oz. Mom Susan is 
a Creighton Elementary school counselor, and Dad Michael 
is a computer service technician for Willis ISD.

Hidden Hollow First Grade 
Teacher and Team Leader Kim 
Hunt announces the Nov. 7 birth 
of her son, Lawson Carter Hunt. 
He weighed 9 lbs.  

Atascocita Middle reading/ language arts teacher 
Tyler Pink and Atascocita High School physics teacher and 
swim coach David Pink announce the Sept. 29 birth of their 
daughter, Josephine Grace.  She weighed 6 lbs. 3 oz.

Atascocita High history teacher, girl’s head basketball 
coach and women’s athletics director Tricia Gutierrez an-
nounces the Aug. 30 birth of her daughter, Claire Nicole. She 
weighed 8 lbs. 3 oz.  Janet Orth, Assistant Superintendent 
for Learning Support, is Claire’s proud grandmother.

Atascocita High German teacher Karen Frye an-
nounces the Dec. 12 birth of her granddaughter, Raynee 
Larraine. She weighed in at 8 lbs., 3 oz. Karen was her 
daughter’s labor and delivery coach and had the awesome 
experience of witnessing Raynee’s birth.

Atascocita High health technology teacher Kathy Bow-
ers announces the Dec. 6 birth of her first grandchild, Caleb 
David Frantz. He weighed in at 7 lbs., 7 oz.

Madison Renee Mancuso

Lawson Carter Hunt

       Please remember to turn in your news 
and celebrations to your campus Key Com-

municator. Your Key Communicators provides 
the fuel that keep Family Album going. Find yours on the 
launch page for Family Album at www.humble.k12.tx.us/
Family Album/Family Album.htm



Congratulations to Lakeland 
secretary Beth Davidson, and 
husband Bill on their 40th wedding 
anniversary Nov. 9.  

Bear Branch special educa-
tion teacher/academic support 
Shelly Patton announces her Oct. 
27 marriage to Joshua Hairell.

 
Humble High counselor Phyllis Cart announces the 

Oct. 27 marriage of her daughter, Amanda Beth, to Onezime 
Lonnie (Brud) Richard, Jr.  Amanda teaches kindergarten at 
Richard Elementary in Richard, Louisiana.

Kingwood Park ninth grade English 
teacher Charlene Holmes  announces the 
Nov. 17 marriage of her son, Dr. Michael 
Holmes, to Valerie Kikuchi.  The wedding 
took place in the French Quarter in New 
Orleans, and the couple is living in Austin 
where Michael is doing his residency in 
pediatrics.

Elm Grove teacher Jere Brown an-
nounces the marriage of her daughter, Dr. Laurel Brown, to 
Dr. Josh Kilpatrick.

 
Elm Grove teacher Wanda Jernigan an-

nounces the marriage of her daughter, Kendra 
Jernigan to Dr. Philip Haedge.

Hidden Hollow secretary Carol Hunt 
announces the engagement of her son, Sam 
Hunt (KHS ‘03 and Texas State ‘07), to Lauren 
Christie of Austin.  A March 15 wedding is 
planned.

Atascocita High School health teacher and senior class 
sponsor Crystal Benoit announces her Nov. 17 marriage to 
Eric Tewes in Lake Charles, LA. 

 

Robin Young, 
director of Child 
Nutrition, and Shirley 
Parker, dietitian for 
Child Nutrition, were 
recognized by the 

University of Texas CATCH Team as CATCH Champions 
of 2007.  This recognition was given for their dedication to 
helping children develop healthy eating habits and the im-
provement of school health.  They are two of eight CATCH 
Champions recognized in the state.

Accountant Kim Poullard finished the Las Vegas Half 
Marathon in December.

General ledger accountant Deborah Connors complet-
ed the Downtown Houston five mile Heart Walk in October 
with her daughter, Mandy.

General ledger supervisor Ida Schultze completed the 
Houston Marathon. 

Oaks elementary students in Mrs. Ancarrow’s class 
sang Christmas carols on 89.3 FM KSBJ on Nov. 26. 

Jim Parsons will be the Texas repre-
sentative to the US Department of Education’s 
National Forum on Education Statistics. This 
group has a member from each state department 
of education, one local education agency represen-
tative from each state, and representatives from the 
major DOE branches, the Census Bureau, the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, and the US Department of Defense.

The group is responsible, among other things, for de-
veloping and proposing a national education data agenda and 
models for a national data system that will meet the needs 
of policymakers and program planners at every level.  A 
major part of that is working to ensure the validity, reliability, 
consistency, and compatibility of data and data systems used 
across government agencies and throughout the country.  It is 
a very active and influential group. 

Two of our family are being honored as Women of 
Achievement Jan. 26 at the FamilyTime Hearts of Gold Gala 
at the Airport Mariott Hotel. Recently retired nurse Vicki 
Eynon will be honored in the Community Activist category 
as the founder of the Atascocita Residents Care Committee. 
Carla Hopkins, life skills teacher at Pine Forest Elementary, 
is being recognized as a Woman of Achievement in the area 
of Human Resources and Services. 

Hidden Hollow welcomes Jay Rosenbalm (HHE ‘94, 
CMS ‘97 & KHS ‘01) home from a tour of duty in Iraq.  Jay 
serves as a 1st Lt. in the Texas Army National Guard.  He 
is the son of Kathy Rosenbalm, HHE ELT and Academic 
Coach.

Celebrations



Bright Ideas

What is YOUR Bright Idea? Please remember to share 
good ideas with your extended family of educators 

through Family Album!

Atascocita Middle teacher Joy 
Stokes’ seventh grade honors Math and 
6th grade Mathletes Advisory Class 
includes students from Pine Forest 

Elementary taking both seventh grade 
Honors Math, and the Mathletes class.  One student, McK-
enzie Chen, has just moved from 4th to 5th grade.  He is 9 
years old in a class of 12 and 13 year old students.  The other 
student, James Scanlon, is 10 years old.  This class also in-
cludes a 6th grader, Kevin Jiang, who is a move up from 5th 
grade, and is also 10 years old.  All three students started the 
class 6 weeks late and all are already making the top grades 
in the class. 

“It is awesome to see this group of students excel and 
fit right in with the older students and doing better than most 
of the other 7th graders. Kevin Jiang has already gone over 
to the 7th and 8th grade Math Advisory and is excelling with 
the 7th and 8th graders in the math competitions,” said Mrs. 
Stokes.  “It’s all that Mrs. Gregory and I can do to keep them 
challenged--they love to learn and always want more.” 

Lowe’s has provided a $5,000 grant to Willow Creek 
Elementary School to fund a Technology Garden, which 
provides the school with an outdoor environment for learn-
ing. The garden is even equipped for wireless Internet. Andy 
Grube of Farmers Insurance Group also provided a $500 
grant to complete the garden with tables. Students in Debbie 
Huxohl’s first grade class recently used the garden to practice 
their writing, technology, and scientific inquiry skills. The 
students learned about plants in the garden – which include 
Plumbago, Hibiscus, Green Mound Juniper and more – and 
then created a multimedia presentation about their findings.  
They wrote, took pictures and made audio recordings for 
their presentations.

Ms. Czepiel’s KPHS/KHS art 
students recently invited Woodland 
Hills first grade students in Mrs. 
McKinney’s class to visit The 
Williamsburg Candy House Vil-
lage display at Second Baptist Church and returned to KPHS 
to build miniature gingerbread houses together.  KPHS is so 
excited about building relationships with their feeder schools 

and getting involved with several cross-age 
tutorial programs.



Bear Branch welcomes IT parapro-
fessional Brenda Snelson.

 Hidden Hollow welcomes three 
new paraprofessionals, Sharon Fox, Leah 
Yager and Brandi West. 

North Belt Elementary welcomes second grade teach-
er Lynsy Martin, third grade teacher Ashley Fogleman, 
fourth grade teacher Amanda Clary, fifth grade teacher 
Joanne Baptista, PreK bilingual teachers Liza Garcia and 
Sonia Figueroa, Kindergarten bilingual teachers Francisca 
Galvan and Alma Chavez, first grade bilingual teachers 
Guadalupe Wilkinson and Noemi Orellana, second grade 
bilingual teachers Lesbia Rocha and 
Gabriel Medrano, third grade bilingual 
teacher Patricia Gomez, fourth grade 
bilingual teachers Nancy Hernandez and 
Michelle Carbuccia-Meister, fifth grade 
bilingual teacher Hannah Barr-Wright, 
Diagnostician Peri Dragoo, Applied 
Skills teachers Betty Marshall and Mi-
chael Grofman, Applied Skills Aide Leticia Avila, Bilin-
gual Aide Alejandrina (Alle) DeLaVina, and Interventionist 
Aide Cynthia Garcia-Lara.

Ross Sterling Middle School bids a fond farewell to spe-
cial ed instructional coach Kim Gaddis on her retirement.

Atascocita Middle School welcomes assistant princi-
pals Karl Koehler and Buford Jones, counselors Seretha 
Augustine, Lindsey Hopkins and Matthew Smith, key-
boarding teacher Amy Kelly, math teachers James Barn-
sfather and Elizabeth Nagy, PE teachers/coaches Kerry 
Miller and Shelley Ray, science teachers/coaches Brandon 
Johnson, and Richard Terry, science teachers Supariwat 
Utakrit and Darice Kurtzer, social studies teacher and 
coach Tendai Lynch, Spanish teachers Ana Snyder and 
Justin Butler, speech therapist Stephanie Londonberg, 

instructional technology aide Jennifer 
Winter, and custodian Theresa Jones.

Human resources bids farewell to as-
sistant supt. for human resources Mary 
Widmier, employment coordinator sec-
retary Betsy Mahoney and receptionist 
Lynn King. We welcome Janet Griffin as 

the new director, Debbie Coleman as the new secretary and 
Rhonda Bradley as the new receptionist.

Kingwood Park 
student Ian Adams 
recently made an Educa-
tion Foundation dona-
tion to the KPHS choir 
in memory of long-time 
Humble ISD teachers 

Donna Adams and Mar-
tha Green. “We know how much Donna and Martha loved 
to sing, what beautiful voices they had, and the rich legacy 
they shared as a family of educators,” said parent Eileen 
Adams. Choir director James Park said the money will be 
used to help fund summer choir camp scholarships in Donna 
and Martha’s name. 

“If you are looking for another tax-deductible donation 
you can make, consider making a contribution to the Humble 
ISD Education Foundation in Donna and Martha’s honor.” 
said Adams. “Include a note that it is for the KPHS Choir 
Program–Randolph Family Memorial Scholarship Fund, and 
earmark the check for KPHS Choir Program.”  
 Donna Adams and Martha Green were daughters 
of Billie Randolph, another long-time employee of Humble 
ISD.

Student donation
to Foundation

Grants for 
science 
teachers!

http://www.nsta.org/programs/tapestry
http://www.nsta.org/pd/tapestry/ 

Toyota Motor Sales, USA and the National Science 
Teachers Association offer TAPESTRY Grants for science 
teachers.  Fifty large grants of up to $10,000 and at least 
20 mini-grants of up to $2,500 to K-12 science teachers are 
awarded in three categories:  environmental science educa-
tion, physical science education, and literacy and science 
education.  Deadline to apply is January 28, 2008.

When submitting a grant on behalf of any Humble ISD 
school, don’t forget to complete the new district form “Intent 
to Submit Grant” and return to Jerri Monbaron in Com-
munity Development (Admin Building).  This form can be 
downloaded on the intranet under “Downloads.”

Larry Cooper, James Park, Ian 
Adams and friend David Zinsitz.



Maple-
brook Elemen-
tary teachers 
and students 
made Fleece 
Blankets in 
their classrooms 

to benefit those in need.  Kits for these blankets were pur-
chased at local craft and fabric stores. Younger classes “as-
sisted” older students.  Two years ago many MBE teachers 
made and donated 76 blankets to Texas Children’s. This year 
they doubled that number with more than 150 blankets made 
and donated to Texas Children’s and local charities.

Pine Forest Elementary students, families, and staff 
participated in a service project benefiting the Pajama Pro-
gram. The Pajama Program is a national organization found-
ed in 2001 by Genevieve Piturro and Alice Quirk. Students 
were asked to bring in a new pair of pajamas and a new book 
for a child their age and size. Each package was donated in a 
holiday gift bag. The Pine Forest family collected over 250 
pajama/book packages for the Pajama Program. The items 
collected were delivered to Family Time and DePelchin 
Children’s Center to provide a new pair of pajamas and a new 
book to children in need. 

Students from Mrs. Heckman’s 4th grade class at 
Lakeland did two Reader’s Theater performances, “The 
Christmas Truce”, by Aaron Shepard via video conference 
for the residents at Park Manor Skilled Nursing facility on 
Dec. 20.

A big THANK YOU to all the Humble ISD family 
for your generous response to the Foundation’s appeal--  You 
have broken all previous records by pledging over $41,000 in 
staff support!   When this was reported at a recent meeting of 
the foundation board of directors, they gave you a round of 
applause!  That board of volunteer fundraisers is now highly 
inspired to go out and raise the remainder of their goal for 
2007-08:  $887,750!

Special applause goes out to Oak Forest Elementary:  
for largest percentage of staff increase from last year and 
Foster Elementary: for largest percentage of overall partici-
pation!

The Foundation Board of Directors thanks you again, 
and wishes each of you a safe and happy holiday.   Start 
formulating your requests for the spring call for Foundation 
grants!

The Kingwood Park 
High School Lady Panther 
Soccer program, under the 
leadership of social studies 
teacher and coach Dean Herbst, 
is collecting, processing, and 
shipping comfort items to U.S. 
troops serving in Iraq.  The girls 
named their project “Operation 
Paw Print.” They adopted the 

soldiers of A Company,  Special Troops Battalion, 1st Armor 
Division, named “Task Force Iron.” 

Most of the troops serving in Task Force Iron will be 
located north of Tikrit, approximately 170 kilometers north 
of Baghdad and 11 kilometers west of the Tigris River.

The soldiers have access to a very limited supply of 
goods and they typically run out of things within a day or 
two of delivery.  The soldiers live in containerized housing 
units 22 feet long by 8 feet wide, split in two rooms with two 
soldiers per room. 

Donations to support shipping costs can be sent to 
Dean Herbst at Kingwood Park High School. Please make 
checks to Kingwood Park High School and place “Opera-
tion Paw Print” in the memo line. Donations of goods can 
be placed in special boxes at the reception area at KPHS, 
Oak Forest Elementary, or Bear Branch Elementary. You can 
contact Coach Herbst at ext. 6852 or by district email.

Help bring the joy and excite-
ment of science to Humble ISD 
students, and also prepare them for 
the Houston Regional Fair.

Please consider volunteering 
as a Science Fair judge on Satur-
day, January 19 in the Kingwood 
Park High School cafeteria. We 
will need 21 to 35 judges starting 
at 7:45 a.m. We plan to be done 
around lunch time. The more 
judges, the faster it goes. . .

If interested, please contact aaron@clevenson.org. 
Keep in mind the Elementary Science & Engineering 

Fair will be on March 29.
Thanks! 
Aaron Clevenson, Science Fair Coordinator

Judges needed for Science Fair



The Humble ISD family 
was stunned by the loss of Larry 
Johnson. Below is an article 
by Chronicle reporter Jennifer 
Leahy.

Humble High School prin-
cipal and longtime Humble ISD 
educator Larry Johnson died 
Monday afternoon after suffer-
ing a stroke over the weekend.

Johnson, 50, was known for his beaming smiles, large 
stature and high expectations of students and was a familiar 
face in the halls as well as on the sidelines.

A former Texas A&M wide receiver and defensive back, 
the affable principal was serving his first year at the high school.

“The school district has lost a true leader who wanted 
the best and offered his best to students. Larry’s untimely 
death has saddened and shaken us all,” said Humble ISD 
Superintendent Guy Sconzo.

Johnson began working for the district in 1985, serving 
as Humble Middle School principal for four years prior to be-
ing named Humble High School principal.

In a June interview, he touted his athletic background as 
key to his success.

“When you are an athlete you compete and work hard 
and don’t stop until you get it done. My competitive nature 
tells me that we need to make sure that students understand 
we’re there for them and are working with them. Everything 
we put in place will be used to educate and better the kids,” 
he said.

Under his leadership, Humble Middle students earned 
recognized or exemplary status on the social studies, reading 
and writing portions of the Texas Assessment of Academic 
Skills tests.

He said the secret to success is “staying focused on 
learning.” Johnson taught and coached at Creekwood Middle 
and Kingwood High before becoming Humble High School 
varsity football offensive coordinator, assistant principal and 
Humble Middle School principal.

He received a bachelor’s degree from Texas A&M 
University and earned a master’s degree at Stephen F. Austin 
State University.

Johnson is survived by wife, Pamela, and sons Marquis, 
a senior at Prairie View A&M, and Jerrod, a quarterback at 
Texas A&M.

“Humble ISD is a close-knit family and I hope that his 
family will find some comfort in the love and support we feel 
for them all. His loss will be felt for a very long time,” Sconzo 
said.

Sympathy to the entire 
Humble ISD family on the loss 
of Jim Eggers, president of our 
School Board.

Jim Eggers, President 
of the Humble ISD Board of 
Trustees, passed away unex-
pectedly on Monday, Dec. 17, 
2007, due to a tear in the aorta. 
Mr. Eggers, 47, was a CPA and partner at KMPG LLP. He 
worked with some of the firm’s largest energy clients and 
was the Audit Sector Leader for the U.S. Energy Practice.

Mr. Eggers began serving on the Humble ISD Board 
of Trustees in 2004. He also has served on the boards of his 
church, SEARCH, and the Downtown Houston Associa-
tion. Before being elected to the school board, Jim served 
as chairman of the 2002 Humble ISD Bond Review Com-
mittee whose work resulted in taxpayers approving $230 
million in new schools and facility renovations.  

“Jim’s legacy in Humble ISD will live forever as gen-
erations of children benefit from his tireless work to ensure 
that our community enjoys quality schools,” Humble ISD 
Superintendent Dr. Guy Sconzo said.

He also served in at the Houston Food Bank, Down-
town Houston Association, the Kingwood YMCA, and 
Board of Directors and past-President of SEARCH, a 
downtown homeless service organization. He was a mem-
ber of Christ the King Lutheran Church in Kingwood since 
1991, serving as Congregation President and Treasurer. He 
was a confirmation leader, Sunday School teacher, marriage 
class leader, and was the Chair of the 2005 Church vision 
and capital building campaign. Pastor Al Doering described 
Jim as “a man who was deeply committed to Jesus Christ, his 
family, and his community. He will be deeply missed.” 

In his time away from work and volunteer service, Jim 
enjoyed bicycling, frequently competing in charity bike runs 
including the MS 150 events, and competitions. The Eggers 
were also enthusiastic theater patrons and cherished family 
time together at their Lake Livingston home. 

Survivors include his wife Janine and six children: 
Whitney (23, a graduate of Trinity University), twins Kaley 
and Lauren (20, attending Baylor as Juniors), Spencer (17), 
Parker (15), and Conner (13). 

“There was no one more giving of his time, many tal-
ents and energy than Jim Eggers. His service to the children 
of our district and his highest priority of each and every 
child realizing academic excellence has made an indelible 
mark and lasting impact on all of us,” Sconzo said.



Sympathy to Mary Grundy, third 
grade teacher at Bear Branch, on the recent 
loss of her mother.

Condolences to Amber Williams, 
Timbers second grade teachers, on the loss 

of her father-in-law.

Sympathy to Sue McKinnon, Elm Grove teacher, for 
the loss of her mother, Johnnie Mae Williamson

 
Condolences to Brooke Currie, Elm Grove registrar, 

for the loss of her mother, Patricia Luneburg

Sympathy to Denise Matos, kindergarten teacher at 
Lakeland, on the passing of her grandmother.  

Condolences to Lucy Uboh, fifth grade teacher at 
Lakeland, on the passing of her mother.  

 
Sympathy to Debbie Walker, bookkeeper at Sterling 

Middle School, on the loss of her nephew.
 
Condolences to Jimmy Beasley, Sterling Middle 

School PE teacher and Coach, on the loss of his aunt.

Sympathy to the Timberwood Middle family on the 
loss of Nancy Rex, a former Child Nutrition employee. 

Condolences to Catherine Brown, Eagle Springs 
fourth grade teacher, on the loss of her mother, Shirley Mae 
Dohogne.

Condolences to Laura King, Eagle Springs counselor 
intern, on the loss of her father, David Brock.

Sympathy to Mary Helen Kirkpatrick, Atascocita 
High School math teacher, on the loss of her mother.

Condolences to Bobby Gregory, Technology Services, 
on the loss of his brother, Larry Gregory, due to Cancer.

We apologize for not including the following notices in 
earlier issues of  Family Album.

Sympathy to Terri Brendle, second grade teacher at 
Hidden Hollow, on the loss of her father in September.

Condolences to Deb Tyler, Hidden Hollow P.E. Teach-
er, on the loss of her mother in May, and the loss of her father 
the previous December.

 Dear Dr. Sconzo,
Generally, it’s the smallest things that make the biggest 

difference in any task or effort. Analysts call this leverage 
and widely postulate that it is a necessary trait for any as-
piring or accomplished professional.

Others, like Ms. Mary Daresh of Riverwood Middle 
School, understand that an additional 1% effort, consistently 
applied, can turn indifference into fascination. 

Every week I get an e-mailed summary from Ms. 
Daresh (similar to the one below) that helps me keep my son 
on track with his math assignments. It is an invaluable tool. 
As an educator yourself, I’m sure you will agree that the 
benefits of this simple extra effort by Ms. Daresh cannot be 
overstated. It is a real joy to come across an educator such 
as Ms. Daresh whose sincerity is much more easily seen 
than heard. 

Ms. Daresh richly deserves every accolade the Humble 
ISD can throw her way. 

Best Regards, W.R. (Chip) Cummins

-----Original Message-----
From: Mary Daresh [mailto:Mary.Daresh@humble.k12.tx.us] 
Subject: Weekly Math Update (12/10-12/14)

Monday-we will have a measurement lesson.  The students will not have 
homework.
Tuesday-we will work more on measurement.  If the students do not finish 
in class they will have to finish the activity for homework.
Wednesday-we will extend our learning about radius, diameter and circum-
ference of a circle to include discussions about Pi. The students will have 
a homework assignment.

 * Please understand that it is no longer a 6th grade TEK to be able to 
multiply decimals so we will get answers with Pi that may seem strange to 
you.  If you are trying to help your student and you are confused, ask them 
to bring their notes home.  At first I thought the state of Texas was nuts, but 
in the long run it promotes a deep understanding instead of just memoriz-
ing a formula or algorithm.  For students who do not learn math easily it is 
remarkable how much easier it makes learning this concepts in 7th grade.  
Rest assure that I am teaching this concept the way it should be taught 
and that they will be prepared for the way they will tested on this topic in 
April on the TAKS test.

Thursday and Friday-we will do an in class activity that will include 
coloring a stocking. We will collect data about the stockings and learn 
to use some of the bottons on our graphing calculators.  This lesson will 
piece together many of the concepts we have learned this year.  Don’t 
panic you will not be required to purchase a graphing calculator.  We have 
a class set that we will use during class.  The students will not have home-
work on Thursday or Friday.

About exams.  Please don’t panic your children about taking their 
math exam. Every test they have taken this year in math has been cumula-
tive, so it won’t be as hard to prepare as you may think.

Starting the week of 12/17 we will work on one page of review, each 
day for three days, to prepare for the final.  It will not require a lot of outside 
work to prepare.  So, if your child is stressing please help me reassure 
them that they will be fine, and they will have lots of time in class to review 
and ask questions.  As long as they use their class time wisely they should 
be in great shape for their math exam.

Hope you have a restful weekend.  I will be putting up lights and 
getting out all the decorations. Ho Ho Ho.

Thanks again for all your support, I love your kids, 
Mary Daresh
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