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Five Humble ISD teachers have passed all requirements 
to become the first in our district to earn National Board 
Certification. This professional designation is held by less 
than one percent of teachers in Texas. Humble ISD values 
National Board Certification. The district pays a $5,000 
stipend to educators with the certification status.

“These teachers have spent hundreds of hours in prepa-
ration and study for the goal they have achieved,” Janet Grif-
fin, Humble ISD Executive Director for Human Resources, 
said. “This is a great achievement for them personally, but it 
also is of tremendous benefit to their students and colleagues. 
They are role models whose expertise in the classroom posi-
tively impacts everyone around them.”

Named as National Board Certified Teachers were: 
Anne Blake, a fourth grade teacher at Maplebrook Elemen-
tary School; Cynthia Cornwell, a special education in-
structional specialist who works with students district-wide; 
Emily Garcia, a fifth grade teacher at Humble Elementary 
School; Ana Mascola, a fourth grade teacher at Elm Grove 
Elementary School; and Kimberly Mouser, an AVID and 
Reading/English Language Arts teacher at Timberwood 
Middle School.  

National Board Certification is a voluntary assess-
ment program designed to develop, recognize and retain 
accomplished teachers. While state licensing systems set 
basic requirements to teach in each state, these accomplished 
teachers have successfully demonstrated advanced teaching 
knowledge, skills and practices. Certification is achieved 
through a performance-based assessment that typically takes 
one to three years to complete.

In Humble ISD, the teachers’ path to National Board 

Certification began two years ago when the district invited 
teachers to apply to participate in a National Board Certi-
fied Teacher Candidacy Program offered by the Houston A+ 
Challenge. At the time, there were fewer than 20 nationally 
certified teachers in Houston area schools. The Houston A+ 
Challenge, an independent, public-private organization dedi-
cated to excellence in public schools, offered teachers chosen 
for the program the opportunity to meet as a cohort.

The group began meeting in January 2007. They 
met twice a month for three-and-a-half hours after school. 
Houston A+ Challenge provided coaches and mentors who 
supported their learning, critiqued their classroom skills, and 
guided them through the certification process.

“It was exciting to be in room of people who were like-
minded,” Anne Blake of Maplebrook Elementary School, 
said. “I spent a year reflecting on my practice – looking at 
what I do in the classroom and what works. It provided me a 
structure for examining what’s really happening with student 
learning.”

There were many requirements to meet. “They were 
required to complete an extensive portfolio containing video 
recordings, student work, detailed analysis and reflective 
commentary of their lessons,” Griffin said. “It required 
candidates to pass 10 components, four of which are perfor-
mance-based and six of which are written tests addressing 
content areas and pedagogy.”

They completed all requirements in late November. 
Another five Humble ISD teachers are currently working to-
ward national certification. There is no new cohort available 
now, but one may be offered in the future. For information on 
National Board Certification, please visit www.nbpts.org.

Ana Moscolo, Elm GroveEmily Garcia, Humble El. Kimberly Mouser, TMSCindy Cornwell, Special Ed.Anne Blake, Maplebrook



Pine Forest third grade teacher 
Becky Norris recently completed her Mas-
ters of Administration from Sam Houston 
State University in December.

Ross Sterling registrar Paige Martin announces her 
daughter Alyson Martin, an ’05 KHS grad, received her 
Associate’s Degree and will be attending Sam Houston State 
University in the spring.

Timberwood teacher Mandie Beam has been selected to 
be a Trainer of Trainers for AVID, and Lisa Turner passed her 
LPC exam and is now a Licensed Professional Counselor.

Payroll supervisor Kim Poullard and 
general ledger cooindinator Ida Schultze 
completed the San Antonio Rock and Roll 
Half Marathon in November.  Ida also ran the 
Houston Aramaco Half Marathon in January.

Fall Creek kindergarten teacher Jenny 
Duplechain finished her first Houston mara-
thon Jan. 18. Jenny is the daughter of Wood-
land Hills math coach Betsy Duplechain.

Pine Forest Elementary paraeducator for 
life skills Kristen Uttenweiller graduated from the Univer-
sity of Houston on December 21 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree.  She is pursuing her alternative certification.

Arli McAdams, HHS ‘07 graduate and daughter of 
media coordinator Robin McAdams, is on the Dean’s List at 
Texas A&M University.

Humble ISD retiree and KHS substitute teacher Marie 
Wright has launched her own business selling science toys 
and materials for all grade levels. Check www.myscienceto-
yssite.com from your home computer.

Greentree P.E. teacher Shannon Brabham and secre-
tary Pam Baker finished the Houston Chevron Marathon, 
and fourth grade teacher Abby Youngblood finished the 
Aramco Half Marathon.

KHS faculty Houston Marathon runners were science 
teacher Pam Snapp, Grad and MAP teacher Barb Camp-
bell. Health teacher and volleyball coach Ashley Earhart ran 
the Half Marathon with a knee injury. 

Timbers kindergarten teacher 
Marisa Maxey completed the Houston 
Marathon in 4 hours 11 minutes. Also completing the half 
marathon were assistant principal Stephanie Coronado, sec-
ond grade teacher Chritsy Keeton, PreK teacher Miranda 
Koen, and 1st grade teacher Vanessa Clay. 

Pine Forest Elementary was recently 
awarded a $50,000 grant from Houston 
A+ Challenge.  This grant establishes 
Pine Forest as a model school in infusing 
fine arts into the curriculum.   Pine Forest 
will host multiple visits from other local 
schools so that they will be inspired and enabled to replicate 
the work of Pine Forest. 

Grants awarded!

Bear Branch students honored by 
Society for the Performing Arts

Bear Branch Elementary participated in the 11th An-
nual Society for the Performing Arts Visual Art Contest, 
Viva Los Artes. This contest draws participation from a 
wide variety of elementary, middle and high schools both 
private and public, from all over the Houston metroplex. Bear 
Branch submitted 20 works of art to be considered for the 
juried show and three works were selected for the exhibit. 

Second grader Jack Wick won third place in the K-2nd 
grade category with his work, The Artist. First grader Elena 
Jiminez was awarded Honorable Mention for her artwork, 
The Cook. Fifth grader Natalya Peters was awarded Honor-
able Mention in the 3rd-6th grade category for her work, 
Sugar Skull in Flowers.  

Each student was honored at an awards ceremony 
and dinner on Dec. 4 at the Society for the Performing 
Arts.  Their 
artwork was 
displayed at 
the Houston 
Public Library 
Express at Dis-
covery Green 
in downtown 
Houston.



Hidden Hollow fifth grade 
teacher JoNell Kent announces the 
birth of her grandson, David Ran-
dall Kent. Mom and Dad, Brooke 
Robertson Kent and Chip Kent are 
both KHS graduates. 

 
Lakeland Elementary to first 

grade teacher Richarria Garrette Benton announces the 
Dec. 24 birth of her son, Dylan Garrette Benton. He weighed 
3 lbs., 12 oz. and was 16 inches long.   

 
Maplebrook Elementary speech teacher Alyssa Howell 

announces  the birth of her son, Brecklin Pierce.  He weighed 
7 lbs., 2 oz.

 
Maplebrook first grade teacher Jessica Ott announces 

the birth of  her daughter, Reese.  She weighed 7 lbs., 8 oz.
 
Bear Branch first grade teacher Dorri Welch an-

nounces the Jan. 28 birth of her daughter, Reece Barri.  She 
weighed 7 lbs., 14 oz. 

 
KHS Career Tech teacher Diana Aston 

announces the Jan. 5 birth of her first grandchild, 
Caroline Elizabeth Aston. She weighed 8 lbs., 3 
oz., and was 21 inches.

 
KHS English teacher Diana Broussard announc-

es the Dec. 16 birth of her granddaughter, Piper Tinsley.
 
KHS bookkeeper Cindy Stagner announces the Jan. 

11 birth of her first grandchild, Jackson Snipes.
 
KPHS math teacher and coach Malinda Sawyer an-

nounces the Jan. 19 birth of her son, Cody John Sawyer.  He 
weighed 8 lbs. and was 20 inches long.

Foster Elementary PPDC parapro-
fessional Charlotte Brewer announces 
the Sept. 12 birth of her first grand-
child, Landen Thomas Hernandez. He 
weighed 7 lbs., 6 oz.

 
Pine Forest registrar Lisa Hahn announces the Dec. 12 

birth of her first grandson, Riley.  
 
Creekwood Band Director Missy Despain announces 

the Jan. 2 birth of her daughter, Lauren Anne.
 
Ross Sterling CSTA Mary Stowell announces the Dec. 

9 birth of her son, Corbin. He weighed 7 lbs., 14 oz. and is 20 
½ inches long.

 
Ross Sterling LSSP, Brandi Herrera announces the 

Dec.15 birth of her daughter, Addison Grace. She weighed 7 
lbs. 2 oz. and is 19 ½ inches long.

 
Bear Branch principal Kay Pruitt announces the Dec. 

27 birth of her grandson, Daniel Hardwick Pruitt III “Tripp.” 
He weighed 8 lbs. 13 ozs.

 
Bear Branch first grade teacher 

Kathy Farmer announces the Jan. 10 
birth of her first grandchild, Leo Bruce 
Rosin. He weighed 6 lbs., 4 ozs.  Mom, 
Kelly Rosin, taught in Humble ISD for 
two years.

 
Bear Branch speech pathologist Anna Fields announc-

es the Oct. 5 birth of her son,  Harrison  “Cade.”  He weighed 
8 lbs., 2.5 oz.

 
Woodland Hills first grade teacher Alison Alford an-

nounces the Sept. 25 birth of her son, Preston Scott Alford. 
 

David
Randall
Kent

Maplebrook Elem 3-5th graders 
are participating in a  an “in-school 
field trip”  during their PE classes.  
Under the guidance of their teachers, 
Darla Tinelli and Pam Julian, they 
are being educated about the basic skills needed to enjoy 
in-line skating. This program emphasizes how to skate alert, 
skate legal and skate courteously. With the proper use of 
helmets, wrist guards, elbowpads and kneepads, the students 
had a fun, safe and educational experience.

Neat Ideas
Children at Lakeland 

Elementary created costumes 
for their Thanksgiving Feast 
using only recycled materials. 
Shown here in their pilgrim 
and Indian costumes are pre-K 
students Alexa Hernandez and 
Dominic Garcia.



Instructional Support Center-
Document Development/Records wel-
comes new employee Sally Franco.

Ross Sterling Middle School 
welcomes math teacher Jessica 
Engh, RELA teacher Roxanna Yaz-

di, science teacher Danielle Parker, social studies teacher 
Michael Moser, and paraprofessional Randy Williams.

Community Learning Center 
bids farewell to retiring social worker 
Gayle Dixon in December. Gayle 
began social work in 1967, received 
her masters’ from Tulane University 
in 1970, and worked in Louisiana and 
Kentucky. She taught in Aldine ISD 
for three years and served as a social 
worker for Houston ISD for nine years. 
She came to Humble ISD in 1993 as 
a counselor for the Disicipline Pro-
gram and remained there until 2000. Since then she served 
as social worker for the CLC.  Over the years she’s served as 
a field instructor for graduate students in social work and in 
school counseling. 

Kingwood High School 
welcomes new English teach-
ers Charity Hughes, Marilyn 
Morgan, Caryn Rasberry and 
Regina Garcia, LOTE teacher 
Maria Saenz-O’Malley, economics 
teachers Patrick Ballay and Chris 
Salinas, government teacher Chris-
tina Papazis, history teacher Casey 
Landry, business/career tech teacher 

Amy Johnson, math teacher Laura Erben, social Studies 
teacher Reagan Greer and speech teacher Audra Langston.

Creekwood Principal 
Walt Winicki announces 
his marriage to Julia Strip-
ling on Jan. 24. 

Woodland Hills 
math coach  announces Betsy Duplechain the engagement 
of her son, Brian Duplechain, to Morgan Bishop of Forth 
Worth. A July 2009 wedding planned.

Hidden Hollow fifth grade teacher JoNell Kent an-
nounces the engagement of her son Ricky Kent (KHS gradu-
ate), to Shelly Mordhorst (HHS graduate). A May wedding is 
planned.

Pine Forest kindergarten teacher Susannah Bushman 
announces her recent engagement to Adam Warr.  A summer 
wedding is planned.

Public Information media coordina-
tor Robin McAdams announces the en-
gagement of her daughter, Arli, to Phillip 
Shults. Both are HHS ‘07 graduates, and 
both attend Texas A&M University. A 
summer 2010 wedding is planned.

Kingwood Park HS counselor Shana (Hamilton) 
Dillon announces her Jan. 17 marriage to Ross Dillon. The 
couple honeymooned in Hawaii.

Timbers Elementary registrar Candy Zachary an-
nounces the engagement of her son, Allen Zachary, to Heath-
er Cook.  An Aug. 8 wedding is planned in Vermont.  Allen 
is graduate of HHS and Tulane University and a second-year 
law student at Brooklyn Law School.  The couple will reside 
in Manhattan, NY.

KHS chemistry teacher James Ripps announces his 
Jan. 17 marriage to Leigh Bolton of Fort Worth. 

KHS science teacher Pam 
Snapp announces the Jan. 10 marriage 
of her daughter, Chrissy, to Bobby 
Sain. Bobby is in the military and will 
soon be headed to unfriendly terri-
tory, so keep this young couple in your 
prayers.

 

New Faces & Places

Phillip and Arli

Woodland Hills Elemen-
tary art teacher Marcia Keough 
announces the Jan. 22 engage-
ment of her daughter, Rebekah 
Keough. Rebekah is a 2002 KHS 
graduate. A June wedding in Dallas is planned.



Long-time Humble ISD employee 
Ruth Curry passed away Dec. 18. Ruth 
was the mother of retired employee 
Andy Curry, mother-in-law of Athletics 
Office assistant Naomi Curry and aunt 
of data specialist Sherry Wisenbaker. 
Ruth was employed with Humble ISD 
for 44 years; twenty-five as cafeteria manager at Lakeland 
Elementary School. 

Sympathy to Kim Nevermann, Eagle Springs fourth 
grade teacher, on the loss of her stepmother, Lisa Dunn.

Condolences to Suzanne Workman, Career and Tech-
nical Education Department, on the loss of her father-in-law, 
Frank Workman, on Dec. 12 from complications of Alzheim-
ers Disease.  He was 82 years old.

Sympathy to Debbie Hurdle, Humble High LSSP, on 
the loss of her mother, Mary Vose on Jan. 9.

Condolences to Earl John, Humble 
High Sp. Ed. Co-teacher, on the loss of his 
mother-in-law, Verle Richard on Jan. 12

Sympathy to Jenny Kilpatrick, Ross 
Sterling Bookkeeper, in the loss of her 
father-in-law.

Condolences to Michael Selph, Ross 
Sterling RELA teacher, in the loss of his mother.

Sympathy to Alice Parker, Greentree third grade 
teacher, on the loss of her husband, Karl.

Condolences to Donald Burton, fifth grade teacher at 
Maplebrook, on the loss of his mother.

Sympathy to Regina Archer, 
Maplebrook secretary, on the loss of 
her father-in-law, Wilson Archer, who 
passed away Jan. 28 after a long illness. 
He is a former Humble City Mayor and 
was responsible for the Humble Senior 
Citizen Community Center and Com-
munity Garden. He also helped students 
raise projects for 4-H and the Humble 
ISD Livestock Show. 

It's Time to Yee-Haw

Don't miss this year's Humble 
BBQ Cook-off and Rodeo at the 
Humble Civic Arena. The BBQ 
Cook-off will be on January 30th 
and 31st. Come taste the best of the 
best in BBQ, shop local vendors and 
let the kids have a ball at the petting 
zoo in the Kids Zone.

On February 6th and 7th the 
rodeo will come to town, along with 
two big name country stars. On 

Friday night, we will have Tracy Lawrence and on Saturday 
night, Kevin Fowler performs. Rodeo starts at 7 pm and 
concert starts at 9 pm. Tickets are $13 per person in advance 
(online at http://fs11.formsite.com/HumbleISDFoundation/
form994228097/index.html or Cavender's) or $15 at the 
gate. Children 5 and under are free. All proceeds from these 
events support Humble ISD educators through the Foudna-
tion's grant program.

To see a complete listing of events, go to http://www.
humbleisdfoundation.org/html/documents/Rodeo2009.pdf.

Save the date for a fun, exciting event coming up 
that benefits the Education Foundation. The Foundation 
Gala will be April 3.

Condolences Mandi Kargel, Ma-
plebrook first grade teacher, on the loss of 
her grandmother.

Sympathy to Lorie Taylor Maplebrook 
diagnostician, on the loss of her father.

Condolences to Diana Kramer, Maplebrook special ed 
para professional, on the loss of her grandfather.

Sympathy to Pat Gordwin, Timbers diagnostician, on 
the loss of her mother.  

Condolences to Eizabeth Paulette, Timbers first grade 
bilingual teacher, for the loss of her mother.

 
Sympathy to Betty Wolfe, KHS building secretary, on 

the loss of her father-in-law Jan. 5. He was 89 years old.

Condolences to Cindy Stagner, KHS Bookkeeper, on 
the loss of her mother during the Christmas holidays. 



Student art at Houston Rodeo
 Artwork by eight Humble ISD students was selected 

from the district’s Rodeo Art Show for display and additional 
judging at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. The 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo will be held March 3-22 
at Reliant Park.

At the high school level, Jessica Sewell of Kingwood 
High won Best of Show. Gold Medal Awards were presented 
to Brittany Austin of Atascocita High and to Holly Hansel 
of Kingwood Park High. Sol Ok of Kingwood High won a 
Special Merit Award. Their teachers were Babette Wither-
spoon, Steffani Zachry-Holubec and Kara Czepiel.

At the middle school level, Ashlyn Landry of King-
wood Middle won Best of Show. A Gold Medal Award was 
presented to Katelyn Stout of Riverwood Middle. Their 
teachers were Deborah Maziuk and Janis McCorkle.

At the elementary level, Kobi McNutt of Foster El-
ementary won Best of Show. A Gold Medal Award was 
presented to Jasmine Pon of Oak Forest Elementary. Their 
teachers were Terry Kelly and Anne Lynch.

The pieces were chosen from approximately 550 pieces 
of art that had been selected for display at the Humble ISD 
Rodeo Art Show on Jan. 13 at the Humble Civic Center. The 
show was a sampling of art created by Humble ISD students 
in kindergarten through grade 12.

 “Thousands of students in Humble ISD create rodeo 
art, so being selected for the school district art show is a huge 
honor,” Janis McCorkle, Humble ISD secondary facilitator 
of visual arts, said. “All of the students’ families should feel 
proud.”

The students created art reflecting Western history, 
culture or heritage in compliance with requirements of the 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo’s School Art Program. 

Judges visit shows at districts throughout the region and 
select pieces to be displayed at the Hayloft Gallery during 
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. From these pieces, 
approximately 50 are chosen for the art auction that last 
year brought in more than $1.6 million in sales to help fund 
student scholarships.

Dr. Aaron Clevenson 
presented a “Best 
in Show” award to 
Joseph Anderson and 
Fabian Renderos at 
the 2008 Humble ISD 
Elementary Science 
and Engineering Fair. 
Volunteers are needed 
to judge science fair 
projects at local 
schools and at the 
district fairs.

“Got Milkweed” 
by KHS senior 
Jessica Sewell won 
“High School - Best 
of Show” at the 
Humble ISD Rodeo 
Art Show. Jessica is 
the daughter of AHS 
Librarian Debra 
Sewell.

Science Fairs need Volunteers 
Science Fair season has arrived in Humble ISD and students 
from Kindergarten through 12th grade are making exciting 
discoveries in their classrooms and at home. “Hundreds 
of students throughout the district will be presenting their 
science projects over the next three months,” explains Dr. 
Aaron Clevenson, former school board trustee and science 
fair coordinator. “We are looking for volunteers from the 
community to help judge the projects that these young people 
have worked so hard on.”

 
The district hosts two science fairs each year as a way 

to expand opportunities for students to explore the scientific 
method in a hands-on way. The fair for middle and high 
school students was Saturday, January 24, while the one for 
elementary students will be Saturday, March 28.

 
“Scientists make our world better. They use their talents 

to accomplish great things, like inventing new medicines or 
finding more efficient ways to use energy,” Dr. Clevenson 
said. “Humble ISD wants to encourage all students’ interest 
in science. That’s why we are happy to see students partici-
pating from all over the district – not only public and private 
schools, but from home schooling programs, as well.”

 
Can you help? In addition to the district science fair 

on March 28, there are a number of opportunities to judge 
January through March at local elementary schools. No prior 
experience in judging science projects is required and new 
volunteers will be trained in the morning before the judg-
ing begins. If you are interested, please send an email to Dr. 
Clevenson at aaron@clevenson.org. or call him at 281-852-
4667.



When we better the life of one, 
we improve the quality of life for all.

Thank you for your strong commitment to our commu-
nity and to making life better in Houston through the 2008-
09 United Way campaign. Because of you, young people 
have a better chance of becoming all they can be; Houston 
families and neighborhoods are stronger; more seniors re-
main independent in their homes, and more people have the 
resources to rebuild their lives after crises.

For 86 years, United Way of Greater Houston has been 
keeping the social safety net strong, talking long-term issues, 
and helping in good times and bad. Only United Way has the 
capacity, experience and networks to respond to our commu-
nity’s biggest challenges. United Way is the one organization 
in Houston that looks at the big picture, bringing together 
businesses, social service agencies, government institutions, 
nonprofits, faith-based organizations and the community at 
large to make the biggest difference for the most people.

Humble ISD and its employees embraced our mission 
and campaign, pledging $7,172 this year. Your commitment 
and generosity help shape our community and build a strong 
future for us all.

United Way is working in every corner of this city, 
every day, and Humble ISD helps make that work possible. 
We’re touching one of every two lives in our community 
and are proud of the results we deliver. Humble ISD and its 
employees should be proud, too. Together, we are changing 
Houston for good.

Thank you again–for your generous spirit and for mak-
ing a difference in your community through the United Way 
of Greater Houston.

With much gratitude,
Anna M. Babin
President and CEO, United Way

Caring, Sharing,     Serving

Approximately 150 Christmas toys were collected for 
HAAM by the Support Services division. From left are di-
rector of CNC Robin Young, asst. supt. for Support Services 
Martha Buckner, director of Transportation David Hoff-
man, asst. director of CNC Beverly Stanton and director of 
Maintenance Kenny Kendrick.  

Kindergartners at Eagle Springs Elementary were 
invited to bring one toy and one dollar to school in support of 
Humble ISD’s toy drive for HAAM. The dollars were used 
to buy a bicycle and helmet for a child served by HAAM.  
There were enough dollars left to purchase gift cards for 
HAAM, as well.  The toys filled a Yukon, with room only for 
the driver. The children were excited to see the stage filled 
with holiday toys, and HAAM volunteers were especially 
excited to receive the bicycle as well as the gift cards.

 Teachers, from left, are Shelley Smith, Kim Guzzo, 
Paula Drachenberg, Sarah Donaldson, and Lori Hale.  
Not pictured were Brandee Parks, Cheryl Harper and team 
leader Julie Bounds.

Thanks from United Way



Caring, Sharing, Serving

Quest High School Cares for Honduran 
Children

This past Christmas morning, six people 
from Quest High School and the community 
boarded a flight for Tegucigalpa, Honduras on 
a mission to deliver over 1000 articles of cloth-
ing and more than 100 toys to the orphans at La 
Finca de los Ninos.  The items were purchased 
by students and parents of Quest High School as 
a part of the school’s extensive service learning 
efforts, and by students and staff at Bear Branch 
Elementary.  

The six passengers included Quest assistant 
principal Ginger Noyes, senior Dylan Noyes, sci-
ence facilitator Sherri Ondrusek, parent Kathy 
Midyett, and community members Aaryn Rickert 
and Jenny Smith. One of Quest’s service learning 
projects this year was to provide each of the 97 
children with new pants, a shirt, and shoes. Be-
cause of the trip’s timing the students and parents 
also wanted to give each child a toy for Christmas.  

Students at Quest became aware of the orphanage and 
their needs when Quest parent Kathy Midyett invited Elisa-
beth Danforth to speak to junior and senior classes.  Elisa-
beth grew up at La Finca de los Ninos and now as an adult is 
planning to oversee operations at La Finca from the US.   

The project was organized by Quest senior humani-
ties teacher Jim Nerad, Ginger Noyes, and the Quest senior 
class.  Seniors challenged the student body to see which class 
could collect the most clothing. Student volunteers were 
given a specific child to shop for, with that child’s age, cloth-
ing size, and shoe size.

Bear Branch Elementary teacher Sharon Limegrover 

heard about the Quest project and helped organize a shoe 
drive at her school.  In addition to a large number of shoes, 
articles of clothing and toys were also donated by the staff 
and students at Bear Branch.  

The six travelers, carrying 26 large pieces of donated 
luggage stuffed with clothing and gifts, went by bus from 
Tegucigalpa to Valle de los Angeles and were greeted with 
hugs, smiles and many small hands willing to help carry lug-
gage and personal items into the La Finca compound.  

While some of the children are orphans, many of them 
are living at La Finca because their parents cannot afford to 
support and provide for them.  It was evident that the children 
are well cared for, but their needs were apparent.  Thanks to 
the generosity of our students, staff and community, many of 
those needs were met.

Quest staff and students are now working to provide 
funding for the purchase of books in English and Spanish, 
twelve computers, and a digital camera for the school at La 
Finca.  Children in Honduras who learn English and become 
computer literate are more likely to escape the cycle of pov-
erty.  After a very special week, hugs and tears were shared, 
addresses exchanged, and promises made for another visit in 
2009.  

If you would like to learn more about the children of 
La Finca de los Ninos or want to make a contribution toward 
purchase of computers and books, please contact Jim Nerad 
or Ginger Noyes at Quest High School. 

Quest High School senior 
Dylan Noyes draws a 
lot of attention from 
children of the La Finca 
orphanage. Although the 
children are well cared 
for, they still have many 
unmet needs.

Spending time with the children of La Finca, Honduras are Aaryn Rickert, 
KHS graduate and SFA student, QHS facilitator Sherri Ondrusek, QHS 
senior Dylan Noyes and QHS Assistant Principal Ginger Noyes



Gear up for the 9th Annual Humble ISD Education Foundation Gala on April 3 at 6:30 p.m. at the Humble Civic Center. 
This year’s theme is Bikers and Bling...Hog Wild for Education. 2009 Gala committee members are, from left, Jill Curran, Kristi 
Williams, Janet Huberty, Carrie Brinsden, Eva Leisenheimer, Corinn Price, Dr. Guy Sconzo, De Medford, Veronica Alvarez, 
Judy Fowler, Carol Sutton, Danell Fields, Laurie Hiett, Tracie Willeford, Sherry Verrett and Dr. Karen Perkins.

Caring, Sharing, Serving:  KPHS at Kleenwood Day

Kingwood Park 
High School groups that 
were involved in Kleen-
wood Day included 
Football, Girls and 
Boys Basketball, Key 
Club, Silverstars, NHS, 
and Stuco.

Bikers and Bling? Going HOG-wild for education

Kingwood Park 
Basketball players not 
only play basketball, but 
they spend time mak-
ing a difference in the 
community.  They are 
seen here serving ap-
petizers at the Silverado 
Alzheimer Facility Art 
Auction and tutoring 
elementary students 
on Thursday mornings 
each week.
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