
SCHOOLS
A Look at Humble Independent School District

Your
2

School
supplies
Elementary
packets on sale
at a school near
you

4
Back-to-
school
Registration and
orientation
information for
grades K-12

Vol. 11,  No. 1 August 2004

Your bond money at work

(See Bond money on page 12)

Construction projects and technology upgrades underway

Summerwood
Elementary opens

During the past 15 years,
Humble ISD has opened six elemen-
tary schools to accommodate enroll-
ment growth. That trend continues as
the district opens its newest campus,
Summerwood Elementary School.

Summerwood Elementary,
located at 13830 West Lake Houston
Parkway, is Humble ISD’s 20th
elementary school. Built to accommo-
date 720 students, Summerwood is
similar in design to Maplebrook,
Fields and Humble elementary
schools. School colors are royal blue
and tan, and the mascot is the Stars.

Summerwood Elementary serves
children who live in Summerwood,
Lakeside Terrace, Duessen Park,
Summer Lake Ranch, Fall Creek,
Timber Hills, Northbelt Forest, Park
Lakes and the area along West Lake
Houston Parkway that was is in the
Maplebrook Elementary attendance
area.

Newland Communities, the
Summerwood subdivision developer,
donated 10 acres adjacent to the

school and is installing a soccer field,
two baseball fields, playground and
walking trails for student use on
school days and community use on
evenings and weekends.

Terre McKinney was named
Summerwood’s principal. She for-
merly served at Willow Creek El-
ementary School as assistant princi-

pal. Sue Post, who formerly served as
Humble Middle School associate
principal, is Summerwood’s assistant
principal.

Humble ISD is preparing to open
its 21st elementary school in August
2006. That school will be located in
Eagle Springs.

Opening in August 2006, Atascocita High

School is located near Walden and Atasca

Woods. Fans will cheer for the Eagles and

wear red, white and blue. Participating in a

ground-breaking ceremony were (from left)

Braeburn Construction General Superinten-

dent Lynn Watkins, PBK Architect President

Dan Boggio, School Board Trustees Lynn

Fields and Dr. Aaron Clevenson, Superinten-

dent Dr. Guy Sconzo, and Assistant Super-

intendent for Support Services Mark Krueger.
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Paige and Hayley Wallis

are among many Humble

ISD students who are eager

to attend the brand new

Summerwood Elementary

School. The girls are

standing near the entrance

of the new building. Paige

will be in kindergarten and

Hayley will be in the second

grade.
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If you have questions about your child’s progress in school, contact
your child’s teacher or counselor. However, if you need other information,
the following list may be helpful:

District Main Line ................................................................................ 281-641-1000
Public Information ............................................................................... 281-641-8200
Superintendent ..................................................................................... 281-641-8001
Deputy and Associate Superintendents .............................................. 281-641-8110
Assistant Superintendent ..................................................................... 281-641-8110
Athletics ................................................................................................. 281-641-8130
Community Development .................................................................... 281-641-8140
Human Resources ................................................................................. 281-641-8170
Police    weekdays, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. ...................................................... 281-540-5844
              24-hour patrol ........................................................................... 281-541-3555
Tax Office .............................................................................................. 281-641-8190
Transportation ...................................................................................... 281-641-8720

District
telephone directory

School supply sales offer
one-stop shopping

Humble ISD and Educational Products Incor-
porated are offering parents an opportunity for “one-
stop” school supply shopping.

Parents may purchase pre-packaged school
supply kits for students in pre-kindergarten through
the fifth grade. The kits, designed according to each
school’s specification, will be on sale from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. Aug. 2-6 at four campuses.

At Elm Grove Elementary, 2815 Clear Ridge
Drive, parents may purchase packets for students attend-
ing Bear Branch, Elm Grove, Foster and Woodland Hills
elementary schools.

At Humble Elementary, 20252 Fieldtree, parents may pur-
chase packets for students attending Fields, Humble, Lakeland and North Belt
elementary schools.

At Greentree Elementary, 3502 Brookshadow Drive, parents may purchase
packets for students attending Deerwood, Greentree, Hidden Hollow, Shadow
Forest and Willow Creek elementary schools.

At Timbers Elementary, 6910 Lonesome Woods Trail, parents may pur-
chase packets for students attending Maplebrook, Oak Forest, Oaks, Pine
Forest, Summerwood, Timbers and Whispering Pines elementary schools.

Prices are: Pre-K, $19; kindergarten, $24; first and second grades, $27; third
grade, $29; fourth and fifth grades $30. Checks should be made payable to EPI.

Parents who wish to purchase supplies on their own may obtain a list from
their child’s school, from the district’s web site at www.humble.k12.tx.us or
from the Humble ISD Public Information Office at 281-641-8200.

Sixth-grade supply packets are sold at some middle schools during orienta-
tion. However, most middle and high school students receive supply lists from
their teachers during the first week of classes. Students should bring paper,
pencils and pens on the first day of school.

        Every new school year brings a special
excitement and anticipation to students and
parents, teachers and school staff. For many, it
brings back memories of our own school days
– enjoyment of seeing friends and a little
anxiety about what to expect! For me, getting

ready for this school year may be the most exciting and anxious I have ever felt!
In this issue, you will note many of the reasons why I feel this way.

Construction and Demographics: There are many updates on our current
building program. Summerwood Elementary, our 20th elementary, and the major
additions and renovations at Bear Branch and Woodland Hills elementary
schools are nearing completion. A demographic study has been completed and
the enrollment numbers projected for our future are tremendous. In 2003-04, our
enrollment was 27,009. We expect 33,453 by 2008-09 and 39,449 by 2013-14.
This is a 46% increase in the next 10 years! That translates into 12,500 new
students. It's clear that our future is filled with needs for more schools!

Youth Summit: On August 20th, Humble ISD will host Common Ground
at the Civic Center and Arena for students at Humble, Kingwood and Quest high
schools. This event will promote alcohol and drug-free lifestyles for students.
Extreme sports and various bands will be part of the fun. This free event is the
first in a series planned by a team of students, interested parents, school board
members and administrators, community members, and local news media. Adult
volunteers are needed and donations are being solicited to help offset the costs. If
you are interested in participating, please call 281-641-8001.

School Finance: One of the things about school district budgets that I
learned early in my career is that they are fluid. They change constantly and are
never set in stone. As enrollment increases (or decreases), new information
comes from the state about funding or how formulas should be applied, local tax
rolls change, etc., a school district’s budget must reflect those changes. Some-
times this means that we see dramatic shifts in budget projections. This happened
over the summer when at one point a $3 million deficit was projected. It now
appears as if we will be working with a $0.5 million deficit budget, based on new
information from the state and from the district’s finance department.

While this is good news, the BIG issue is how and when the legislature and
governor will address the issue of appropriately funding our state’s public
schools. Our school board and administration have made dramatic budget cuts
over the last three years totaling over $8.3 million. We have built our fund
balance (emergency reserve funds) to about $22 million. And, we did this in
preparation for what we knew was going to be a difficult financial time until the
state legislature revamps the school finance system. The current system is failing
because school districts, especially fast growing districts like ours, no longer
have the ability to raise additional revenue to offset increasing costs.

Our message to our legislators and governor continues to be: Avoid the
impending crisis for Public Schools and Fix It! Watch the district’s web site for
updates and let our legislators know how important it is. A list of state elected
officials can be found on the web site.

Focus on Learning! Despite the distraction of these serious issues, our
focus today and for the future must be Learning! It is my expectation that our

commitment to learning will keep us centered on what is most
important–our children and their education. By doing this, we can
ensure a truly remarkable educational experience for each of our
students!

Welcome Back to School!
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Humble Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race,
religion, color, national origin, sex or disability in providing educa-
tion services. Janet Orth (281-641-8000) has been designated to
coordinate compliance with the non-discrimination requirements of
Title IX and compliance with the non-discrimination requirements of
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. 33

Humble ISD
2004-2005 calendar

School hours
Elementary

Pre-K, 8 to 11 a.m. or 12:15 to 3:15 p.m.
Kindergarten, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Grades 1-5, 8 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Middle school

Atascocita, 8:38 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Creekwood, 8:15 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.
Humble, 8:15 a.m. to 3:55 p.m.
      (8:25 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Fridays)
Kingwood, 8:20 a.m. to 3:50 p.m.
Riverwood, 8:18 a.m. to 3:40 p.m.
Timberwood, 8:20 a.m. to 3:50 p.m.

High school

Humble 9th, 7:30 a.m. to 2:25 p.m.
Humble High, 7:25 a.m. to 2:35 p.m.
Kingwood 9th, 7:25 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

(9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Thursdays)
Kingwood High, 7:30 a.m. to 2:51 p.m.

 (9:30 a.m. to 2:51 p.m. on Thursdays)
PACE program, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Quest, 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Early release dates
Elementary Schools
Oct. 27-29, Feb. 16, April 1

Parent conferences will be held. Classes will meet:
Pre-K morning session, 8 to 10 a.m.
Pre-K afternoon session, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Kindergarten through grade 5, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

May 27
Last day of school. All elementary school classes will meet 8 to 11:30 a.m.

Middle Schools
Dec. 16-17, May 26-27

Students will be taking final exams. Classes will dismiss at noon.

High Schools
Students will be taking final exams Dec. 15-17 and May 25-27.
Exam schedules, including early release times, will be announced by the school.

First Semester
82 School Days  •  6 Professional Growth/Workdays

August 10-13 ............. Prof. Growth/Workdays
August 16 ................... Begin First Semester
September 6 .............. School Holiday - Labor Day
October 8-11 ............. Student Holiday, Prof. Growth/Workdays
October 19-22 ........... Exit level TAKS, TAAS
November 22-26 ....... School Holiday - Thanksgiving
December 17 ............. End First Semester
December 20-31 ....... Winter holidays
January 3 .................... Student Holiday - Prof. Growth/Workday

Second Semester
95 School Days  •  4 Professional Growth/Workdays

January 4 .................... Begin Second Semester
January 17.................. Student Holiday - Prof. Growth/Workday
January 24-28 ............ TAKS/SDAA field testing, grades 3-11
February 22-25 .......... TAKS/SDAA Writing/Lang. Arts. gr. 4, 7, 10 & Exit
.................................... TAKS/SDAA Reading, grade 9
March 14-18 .............. Spring Vacation
March 25 ................... Good Friday Holiday
March 30 ................... Reading Test, LEP students grades 3-12
April 5 ........................ TAKS Math testing, grade 5
April 11 ...................... Student Holiday, Prof. Growth/Workday
April 29 ...................... Inclement Weather Day
April 19-22................. TAKS/TAAS, Exit Level
.................................... TAKS/SDAA, grades 3-10
May 17 ....................... TAKS Math, grade 5 retakes
May 27 ....................... End Second Semester
May 28 ....................... Professional Growth/Workday
June 28 ....................... TAKS Math, grade 5 retakes
June 29 ....................... TAKS Reading, grades 3 & 5 retakes

Elementary Schools

Bear Branch ....................Pam Hewett

Deerwood ........................... Toni Teel

Elm Grove ...................... Lisa Puente

Foster ..............................Karen Drew

Greentree ....................... Susan Evans

Hidden Hollow ................. Jackie Ley

Humble ....................... Trish Martone

Jack Fields, Sr. ......... Jeannette Bowie

Lakeland .................. Michelle Knight

Maplebrook ...................... Lisa Bakke

North Belt ....... Sandra Barb-Cochran

Oak Forest ............... Tammy Headlee

Oaks ..........................Rebecca Pursell

Pine Forest ................ Pam Isenhower

Shadow Forest ... Debbie Cashmareck

Summerwood ............. Sandi Kraemer

Timbers ......................... Tracy Freeze

Whispering Pines .. Jackie Hildebrand

Willow Creek ........... Cindy Whitmire

Woodland Hills ......... Twyla Beaulieu

Middle Schools

Atascoctia .............. Kelly Funderburk

Creekwood ................. Patricia Thirolf

Humble ................. Vinette Rathkamp

Kingwood ................. Vera Eisterhold

Riverwood ......................... Terri Kerr

Timberwood .................... Patty Doyle

High Schools

Humble 9th and HHS ... Sonia Garcia

Kingwood 9th ......... Chrissie Shideler

KHS - (no PTA)

  Volunteer Program .... Marsha Miller

  Mustang Community

  Commitment ........ Ginger Robertson

Quest ....................... Theresa Johnson

PTA/PTSA/PTO Presidents for 2004-05
Parent organizations offer opportunities to make a difference. To get involved,

please contact the PTA/PTSA/PTO president though the following schools:
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Back to school elementary registration and...
To enroll a new student, parents should visit their child’s school during the

enrollment times listed here. Parents should bring their child’s official birth
certificate (not the hospital certificate), immunization record, the child’s social
security card, the last report card and/or high school transcript, the previous
school’s mailing address, proof of residency in Humble ISD (water, gas or
electric bill), and the parent’s driver license for identification purposes.

Pre-kindergarten registration
Humble ISD offers free half-day pre-kindergarten for 3 and 4-year-olds

who qualify for the program by having difficulty speaking and comprehending
English, are economically disadvantaged, or homeless. Pre-K is offered at the
following schools:
✓ Deerwood Elementary – for students in the Deerwood, Greentree, Willow

Creek and Woodland Hills attendance areas. Pre-K registration is 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. Aug. 5

✓ Foster Elementary – for students in the Bear Branch and Foster attendance
areas. Pre-K registration is 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 5 and will be held at
Deerwood Elementary.

✓ Fields – for students in the Fields attendance area or the bilingual Pre-K
program. Pre-K registration is 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 6

✓ Lakeland – for students in the Lakeland and Humble attendance areas.
Pre-K registration is 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m. Aug. 5.

✓ North Belt – for students in the North Belt, Summerwood and Whispering
Pines attendance areas. Pre-K registration is 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 4.

✓ Oak Forest – for students in the Maplebrook, Oaks, Oak Forest, Pine Forest
and Timbers attendance areas. Pre-K registration is 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 4

✓ Shadow Forest – for students in the Elm Grove, Hidden Hollow and Shadow
Forest attendance areas. Pre-K registration is 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 5

To register, parents should bring a certified birth certificate, complete
immunization records, proof of residency, payroll receipts for the previous 30
days or food stamp letter (not required for children who qualify as English as a
Second Language learners), parent’s driver’s license for identification and the
child’s social security card.

Kindergarten
All Humble ISD elementary schools offer full-day kindergarten from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. Parents should register at their child’s school during regular registration
dates and hours listed below.

Elementary Campuses
Check below to learn about back-to-school activities, including new student
registration, at your child’s school:

Bear Branch - 281-641-1600
Due to construction, new students register 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m. on Aug.
4-6 at the Kingwood Ninth Grade Campus Library. On Aug. 9-13 students may
register at the Bear Branch campus. Orientations for parents only will be held
Aug. 23 after the 7 p.m. PTA meeting.

Deerwood - 281-641-2200
New students register from 8 to 11 a.m. and from 1 to 3 p.m.
beginning Aug. 6. Families needing to register after 3 p.m.
should call 281-641-2203 to make an appointment. Kindergar-
ten orientation for parents only will be at 4 p.m. Aug. 13. All
families are invited to Meet and Greet the Teacher for all grade
levels to be held from 11 a.m. to noon Aug. 13. New student

tours also will be offered from 11 a.m. to noon Aug. 13.

Elm Grove - 281-641-1700
New students register 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 1 to 4 p.m. on weekdays Aug. 5-
13. Kindergarten orientation for parents only will be held from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. Aug. 12. Meet the Teacher Open House will be held from 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Aug. 13.

Foster - 281-641-1400
New students register 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m. beginning Aug. 9. Assuming
construction is completed, an all-school orientation will be held from 8 a.m. to
noon Aug. 14. Participants will be able to meet teachers, buy a Foster calendar
and T-shirt, purchase school supplies, tour the building and more. Specific times
for grade level orientations will be announced by the school in a back-to-school
letter. If construction is not completed, the school will announce a different plan
for orientation. Class lists will be posted Aug. 14.

Greentree - 281-641-1900
New students register from 9 a.m. to noon and 1 to 3 p.m. beginning Aug. 3. All
families should pick up back-to-school packets from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
school foyer beginning Aug. 2 and complete required paperwork at home.
Paperwork should be returned Aug. 13 at Meet the Teacher Orientation, with
times to be announced by the school. Kindergarten orientation for parents only
will be held at 7 p.m. Aug. 12. New parent orientation will be held at 9:30 a.m.
Aug. 25.

Hidden Hollow - 281-641-2400
New students register from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. and from 1 to 3 p.m. beginning
Aug. 5. Meet the Teacher Night will be held from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Aug. 12.

Humble - 281-641-1100
New students register from 9 to 11 a.m. and from 1 to 2 p.m. on weekdays Aug.
5-12. Registration will be available from 2 to 7 p.m. Aug. 13. Parents are
invited to a Kindergarten Roundup from 7 to 8 p.m. Aug. 13. Students and
parents in grades 1 to 5 are invited to Meet Your Teacher from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Aug. 13. School supply packets will be available for $24. Parents should plan to
purchase school supplies or bring supplies with them so that they can be left in
the classroom. Ronald McDonald Care Mobile will be on campus from 9 a.m.
to 2:45 p.m. Aug. 11 offering back-to-school immunizations for $3 to children
on CHIPS, Medicaid or with no insurance.

Jack Fields Sr. - 281-641-2700
New students register 9 a.m. to noon Aug. 9, Aug. 11 and Aug. 13, or from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Aug. 10 and Aug. 12. First Day Fest will be held from 9 a.m. to
noon Aug. 14.  There will be no registration during First Day Fest. Grade level
orientations will be held Aug. 14 at the following times: Pre-K, 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m.; Kindergarten, 10:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.; first grade, 10 a.m., 11 a.m.; second
grade, 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.; third grade, 10 a.m., 11 a.m.; fourth grade, 10
a.m., 11 a.m.; fifth grade, 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.

Lakeland - 281-641-1200
New students register 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m. beginning Aug. 11. Children
should come with parents in case testing is needed. Back-to-School Fair/Meet
the Teacher will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Aug. 14 for parents and students.
Enrollment will occur at that time. Lakeland has voluntary school uniforms
consisting of red, white or blue polo style shirts with khaki, blue or black pants,
walking shorts, capri pants, dresses or skirts.
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...orientation information for all district campuses
Maplebrook - 281-641-2900
New students register 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 2:30 p.m. Aug. 9-12. First Day Fest
for students and parents will be held from 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. Aug. 13. Parent
orientations for all grade levels will be offered at 4, 5 and 6 p.m. Aug. 13.

North Belt - 281-641-1300
New students register 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on weekdays Aug. 4-13. Orientations
for parents only will be held for Pre-K at 5:30 p.m. Aug. 24 and for kindergar-
ten at 5:30 p.m. Aug. 17. Orientations for parents and students will be held at
the following times: first grade, 5 p.m. Aug. 17; second grade, 4:30 p.m. Aug.
19; third grade, 5 p.m. Aug. 19; fourth grade, 4:30 p.m. Aug. 17; and fifth
grade, 4 p.m. Aug. 19. Open House and Book Fair will be held at 7 p.m. Sept.
14.

Oak Forest - 281-641-2800
New students register from 9 to 11 a.m. and from 12:30 to 2 p.m. Aug. 9-12. All
students and parents are invited to Falcon Fest from 9 a.m. to noon Aug. 14 to
meet teachers and visit classrooms.

Oaks - 281-641-1890
New students register 9 to 11 a.m. and 1:30 to 3 p.m. beginning Aug. 9. First
Day Fest for all students and parents will be held Aug. 13 from 5 to 5:30 p.m.
for kindergarten and from 5:30 to 7 p.m. for grades 1-5. Participants will meet
teachers, establish cafeteria accounts, join PTA and tour the school.

Pine Forest - 281-641-2100
New students register 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m. Aug. 5-6 and Aug. 11-13.
Orientations will be held Aug. 13 for kindergarten at 4 p.m.; first grade at 4:50
p.m.; second grade at 5:40 p.m.; third grade at 6:30 p.m.; fourth grade at 7:20
p.m.; and fifth grade at 8:10 p.m.

Shadow Forest -281-641-2600
New students register 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. beginning Aug. 3 All students should
pick up back-to-school packets from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Aug. 4-6 and complete the
paperwork at home. Paperwork should be returned at Shark Camp, to be held on
Aug. 9 from 9 a.m. to noon for last names A-L and from 1 to 4 p.m. for last
names M-Z.  Families turning in completed paperwork at Shark Camp will be
invited to Meet the Teacher Night, to be held from 6 to 7 p.m. Aug. 13.

Summerwood - 281-641-3000
New students register from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. beginning Aug. 3 Blast Off, a back-
to-school open house, will be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Aug. 14. All grade
levels will offer orientations at 9:30, 10:30 and 11:30 a.m. on Aug. 14. Families
also will be able to tour the school, meet teachers, establish cafeteria accounts
and more.

Timbers -281-641-2000
New students register 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 to 3 p.m. beginning Aug. 9.
Orientations will be held Aug. 12 at the following times: kindergarten, 4 and
5:30 p.m.; first grade, 4:30 and 6:30 p.m.; second grade, 5 and 6 p.m.; third
grade, 5:30 and 7 p.m.; fourth grade, 5 and 6:30 p.m.; fifth grade, 4:30 and 7
p.m. Parents and students are invited to orientation. Each grade level offers
orientation at two different times, although it is only necessary to attend once.

Whispering Pines -281-641-2500
New students register from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. beginning Aug. 3. Pandamation
Open House will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. Aug. 12. Participants can meet

teachers, purchase school supplies or drop off supplies in your child’s class-
room, establish cafeteria accounts, join PTA and more. No registration will
occur during Pandamation Open House.

Willow Creek - 281-641-2300
New students register 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. beginning Aug. 4. All families should
pick up back-to-school packets beginning Aug. 4 and complete paperwork at
home. Paperwork should be turned in at the Cardinal Connection from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. Aug. 14. Orientations will be held Aug. 14 at the following times:
kindergarten, 9 and 10:30 a.m.; first grade, 9:45 and 11:15 a.m.; second grade, 9
and 10:30 a.m.; third grade, 9:45 and 11:15 a.m.; fourth grade, 9:45 and 11:15
a.m.; fifth grade, 9 and 10:30 a.m.; computer/gifted and talented, 9 a.m. and
noon; library, 9:45 a.m. and noon; PE, 10:30 a.m. and noon; Severe Communi-
cation Disorders; 9 and 10:30 a.m.; music 9:45 and 11:15 a.m.

Woodland Hills - 281-641-1500
Due to construction, the campus will be closed most of the summer. New
students register from 9 to 11 a.m. and from noon to 3 p.m. from Aug. 4-6 at the
Kingwood Ninth Grade Campus and from Aug. 9-13 at the Woodland Hills
campus. Meet the Teacher will be held from 4 to 5 p.m. Aug. 13. Grade level
orientations will be held at the following times: Pre-School Program for Chil-
dren with Disabilities, 6:30 p.m. Sept. 1; kindergarten, 6:30 p.m. Aug. 30; first
grade, 7:30 p.m. Aug. 30; second grade, 6:30 p.m. Aug. 31; third grade, 7:30
p.m. Aug. 31; fourth grade, 6:30 p.m. Sept. 2; fifth grade, 7:30 p.m. Sept. 2.

YMCA after-school care
      After school child care is available until 6:30 p.m. at each of
the Humble ISD elementary schools through the Lake Houston
Family YMCA. Children are provided a healthy snack, an
opportunity to complete homework, a variety of self-directed
activities, special projects, arts and crafts, and indoor/outdoor
recreational play under the direct supervision of trained YMCA

staff.
A kindergarten program from 2 to 3:15 p.m. is available

for $104 per month. An extended kindergarten program from
2 to 6:30 p.m. is available for $220 per month. A program for students in grades
1-5 from 3:15 to 6:30 p.m. is available for $188 per month. There is a $70
registration fee per child or $105 per family. YMCA full service members and
school district employees receive a $20 discount on monthly dues per child. As
with all YMCA programs, financial assistance is available to families who
substantiate a need.

Additionally, the YMCA will offer after-school child care to students with
disabilities. Transportation to the designated school site will be provided by
Humble ISD. Registration is $130 per student and includes an evaluation prior
to entering the program. The monthly cost is $250 per month for elementary
students, $150 per month for middle school students and $250 per month for
high school students. Activities include non-competitive games, special events
and outdoor play that help develop the child’s strength and coordination. This
program is sponsored by the Humble ISD Special Education
Parent Council, Village Learning Center and the Lake Houston
Family YMCA.

To register, stop by the Lake Houston Family YMCA at 2420
West Lake Houston Parkway. For more information, call 281-360-
2500 or e-mail Eric Anderson, Erica@ymcahouston.org.
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Middle school registration and orientation information
Atascocita Middle - 281-641-4600

Parents should call 281-641-4600 beginning July 22 to schedule an ap-
pointment to register a new student. Appointments are available from 8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. on weekdays beginning July 28. Sixth Grade Orientation for
students and parents will be held at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 12. Seventh and Eighth
Grade Orientation for students and parents will be held at 5 p.m. Aug. 12.

Creekwood Middle - 281-641-4400
Parents should call 281-641-4400 beginning July 30 to schedule an ap-

pointment to register new students. Appointments are available from 9 to 11:30
a.m. and from 1 to 3 p.m. on weekdays Aug. 5-12. Parents of students who are
transferring from another Humble ISD middle school should contact their
child’s former school. Parents of returning Creekwood students and incoming
sixth-graders should pick up back-to-school packets according to the following
schedule and complete paperwork at home: sixth grade, Aug. 10, seventh grade,
Aug. 11; and eighth grade, Aug. 12. Packets may be picked up from 9 to 10:30
a.m. for last names A-L and from 10:30 a.m. to noon for last names M-Z. Colt
Camp, a student orientation day, will be held on the first day of school.

Humble Middle - 281-641-4000
Parents should call 281-641-4007 to schedule an appointment to register

new students. Appointments are available from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Aug. 3-13.
Orientation for sixth-graders, new students and their parents will be at 7 p.m.
Aug. 12. All students should pick up packets for Wildcat Camp from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. July 26-27 or July 30, or from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. July 28-29 and complete
the paperwork at home. Paperwork should be returned at Wildcat Camp. Stu-
dents should attend Wildcat Camp according to the following schedule: eighth-
graders A-L, 8 a.m. to noon Aug. 3; eighth-graders M-Z, 3 to 7 p.m. Aug. 3;
seventh-graders A-L, 8 a.m. to noon Aug. 4; seventh-graders M-Z, 3 to 7 p.m.
Aug. 4; sixth-graders A-L, 8 a.m. to noon Aug. 5; sixth-graders M-Z, 3 to 7 p.m.
Aug. 5.

Kingwood Middle - 281-641-4200
Parents should call 281-641-4200 to schedule an appointment to register

new students. Appointments are available for 8:30 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m.

Aug.9-13. All families should pick up back-to-school packets from 9 a.m. to
noon or from 1 to 3 p.m. Aug. 5-6, complete the paperwork at home and return it
at orientation. Sixth Grade Orientation will be held Aug. 10. Seventh Grade
Orientation will be held Aug. 11. Eighth Grade Orientation will be held Aug. 12.
Students should attend according to the following schedule: A-C, 8:15 a.m.; D-
G, 9 a.m.; H-L, 10 a.m.; M-P, 1 p.m.; Q-S, 2 p.m., T-Z, 3 p.m. Open House will
be held from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Aug. 26.

Riverwood - 281-641-4800
Parents should call 281-641-4807 beginning July 30 to schedule an ap-

pointment to register new students. Appointments are available from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. beginning Aug. 3. All families should pick up back-to-school packets from
8 to 11 a.m. Aug 9 and complete paperwork at home. Sixth-graders will pick up
packets in the Commons while seventh and eighth-graders will pick up packets
in the Cafeteria. Spirit shirts, planners, locker shelves and other items will be
available for purchase at packet pickup. Students should return completed
paperwork on Aug. 11 to receive their locker at Camp Longhorn. Students
should attend Aug. 11 according to the following schedule; sixth graders A-L, 8
to 9:30 a.m.; sixth-graders M-Z, 9:30 to 11 a.m.; seventh and eighth-graders A-
L, 1:30 to 4 p.m.; seventh and eighth-graders M-Z, 4:30 to 7 p.m.

Timberwood - 281-641-3800
Parents should call 281-641-3800 before Aug. 3 or 281-641-3807 after

Aug. 3 to schedule an appointment to register new students. Appointments are
available from 8 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m. beginning Aug. 3. All families should
pick up back-to-school packets from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Aug. 5-6, complete the
paperwork at home and return it during orientation. Sixth Grade Orientation will
be held Aug. 11. Sixth-graders should attend at the following times: A-Cob, 9
a.m.; Coll-Gray, 10 a.m.; Green-Leal, 11 a.m.; Lie-Owens, 1 p.m.; Par-Stroud, 2
p.m.; Stur-Z, 3 p.m. Seventh Grade Orientation will be held Aug. 12. Seventh-
graders should attend at the following times: A-Chat, 8 a.m.; Cherr-Grah, 9 a.m.;
Grus-Lix, 10 a.m., Lorr-Pipp, noon, Poi-Spri, 1 p.m.; Start-Z, 2 p.m., Eighth
Grade Orientation will be held Aug. 13.  Eighth-graders should attend at the
following times: A-Char, 8 a.m.; Chis-Gonz, 9 a.m.; Good-Kent, 10 a.m.; Kir-
Over, noon; Oye-Stead, 1 p.m.; Strah-Z, 2 p.m.

Services for students with disabilities
Humble ISD is responsible for identifying, locating and evaluating all

children with disabilities who are in need of special education and related
services who live within the school district’s boundaries. Children who have a
disability, or are suspected of having a disability, may be referred to Humble
ISD.

For children who are school age (ages 3-21), contact the elementary,
middle or high school that serves your neighborhood. For children from birth
through age 2, call the Humble ISD special education department at 281-641-
8410 or Early Childhood Intervention Keep Pace Program at 281-397-4000 (all
areas except zip code 77044) or Early Childhood Intervention Bay Area Pro-
gram at 281-838-4477 (zip code 77044).

If you are unsure about which schools serve your neighborhood
or location, or if you are making the referral during the summer,
call the special education department at 281-641-8410. All
referrals are confidential and the parent, legal guardian or
surrogate parent has the right to refuse services.

    Humble ISD

Middle School

Students of

Character

were honored

at a luncheon

hosted by

Outback

Steakhouse.

Pictured from

top left are

Outback

Proprietor Stephen Clay Long, Austin Ebow -CMS, Andy Gorham -RMS, Bryan

Dupont-Gray -HMS, Raymond Craft, Jr. -TMS, Ashton Johnson -AMS, Matthew

Monk -KMS, Outback Assistant Manager Jeff Burns and (middle left) Danielle

Dubuisson -KMS, Jessica Valenta -CMS, Sylvia Wan -HMS, Nia Epperson -TMS,

and (front left) Kristen Hanselka -RMS and Chanda Kruppa -AMS.
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High school registration and orientation information
Humble 9th Grade- 281-641-6000

Parents should call 281-641-6007 after July 29 to make an appointment
to register new students. Appointments are available from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
July 30, Aug. 2-4, and Aug. 9, and from 8 to 11:45 a.m. Aug. 5. All families
should pick up back-to-school packets from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Aug. 2 or from
noon to 7 p.m. Aug. 3. Students should complete the paperwork at home and
return it during Cat Fish Camp, which they should attend Aug. 6 at the
following times: A-F, 9 to 10:30 a.m.; G-L, 10:30 a.m. to noon; M-R, 1 to
2:30 p.m.; S-Z, 2:30 to 4 p.m. For those who cannot attend Aug. 6, a make-up
Cat Fish Camp has been scheduled for 3 to 7 p.m. Aug. 9. Students must
follow dress code when attending Cat Fish Camp.

Humble High- 281-641-6300
Parents should call 281-641-6307 to make an appointment to register

new students. Appointments are available from 8 a.m. to noon, and from 1 to
3 on Tuesdays-Thursdays. All students should pick up packets for Cat Camp
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. July 28 or from 3 to 7 p.m. July 29. Students should
attend Cat Camp on Aug. 3 for seniors, Aug. 4 for juniors and Aug. 5 for
sophomores at the following times: A-E, 8 a.m.; F-K, 10 a.m.; L-R, noon; S-
Z, 2 p.m. Cat Camp make-up day will be held from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Aug. 9.
Cat Camp questions can be directed to the PTSA hotline at 281-641-6561.

Kingwood 9th Grade - 281-641-6600
Parents should call 281-641-6607 to make an appointment to register

new students. All students should pick up a Fish Camp packet from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. Aug. 3-4  and complete the required paperwork at home. Packets
cannot be picked up for other students. Paperwork should be returned at Fish

Camp, which students should attend according to the following schedule on
Aug. 5: A-C, 7:30 to 8:15 a.m.; D-F, 8:15 to 9 a.m.; G-I, 9 to 9:45 a.m.; J-K,
9:45 to 10:30 a.m.; L-N, 12:30 to 1:15 p.m.; O-R, 1:15 to 2 p.m.; S-V, 2 to
2:45 p.m.; W-Z, 2:45 to 3:30 p.m. Parents are not required to attend, but
parental signatures are required on office cards and handbook pages before a
locker will be issued. Locker shelves ($5) and daily planners ($7) will be
available for purchase, cash only, at Fish Camp. Students must follow dress
code when attending Fish Camp. For more information, call 281-641-6601.

Kingwood High - 281-641-6900
New students should visit the school to fill out a pre-enrollment packet

and make an appointment to select classes. The Counseling Office is open in
the summers on weekdays from 8 a.m. to noon and from 1 to 3 p.m. For
additional information, call 281-641-6907. All students should attend Stang
Camp on Aug. 4 for sophomores, Aug. 5 for juniors and Aug. 6 for seniors at
the following times: A-E, 9 a.m.; F-J, 10 a.m.; K-O, 11 a.m.; P-U, noon and
V-Z, 1 p.m. Sophomore Student Orientation will be held Aug. 4 from 3 to 4
for last names A-JAG and from 4 to 5 for last names JAH-Z. Parent orienta-
tions will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. on Aug. 30 for sophomore parents, Aug.
31 for junior parents and Sept. 2 for senior parents. Open House is 7 to 9
p.m. Sept. 13.

Quest High - 281-641-7300
New student registration is from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Aug. 9. Parents

should also attend. Returning student registration is from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Aug.
9 or from 2 to 4 p.m. Aug. 10. Quest Camp will be held from 8:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Aug. 9.

Common Ground Teen Event
For students of Humble� Kingwood� and Quest high schools

AnAnAnAnAn
alcohol�freealcohol�freealcohol�freealcohol�freealcohol�free
celebrationcelebrationcelebrationcelebrationcelebration

Humble Civic Center and Arena
Friday, August 20, 7:00 p.m.

Bands • Extreme Sports/Games • Munchies

Join Humble ISD and Observer Newspapers as they kick off the first
celebration of the community�wide alcohol education program�
Guest speaker Susan Wagener will be featured� Parent volunteers are
needed and very much appreciated! Please call ���������		� for
more information on volunteer positions for this event�
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Dress code highlights
Students and parents should keep these points in

mind when planning outfits for school:

• Students at all grade levels may wear shorts, but
“short shorts” and tight-fitting shorts are forbidden.
Shorts length must be between the knee and mid-thigh.

• Skirts and dresses must also be mid-thigh length or
longer. Girls are not allowed to wear skirts or dresses
with slits extending above the mid-thigh area.

• Dresses and blouses with spaghetti straps are prohib-
ited for secondary students.

• Earrings are permitted for female students only. No
student, male or female, will be allowed to wear

jewelry in other pierced areas of the body while at school.

• Visible tattoos are not permitted.

• Students must wear shoes. Steel-toe shoes and house slippers are not accept-
able. Elementary students may not wear flip-flops, high heeled, cleated or
wheeled shoes.

• Sleepwear may not be worn at school.

• Male students are required to keep sideburns trimmed
neatly at all times. Mustaches and beards are not allowed.

• Male students are not allowed to wear shirts without sleeves.

• Hairstyles must be neat, clean and well groomed with
no type of head covering allowed.

• Elementary students are prohibited from wearing
makeup, jewelry that is hazardous to the child’s safety and
comfort, cutoffs, spandex, bicycle shorts, boys’ sleeveless
shirts, cutup jeans and clothing that exposes the midriff.

• Blouses covering tube tops must be buttoned.

• Middle and high school students are not allowed to wear mini-dresses or
mini-skirts that are shorter than mid-thigh, leotards or halters as an outer
garment.

• Excessively loose or tight garments are not acceptable. All clothing should
be appropriately fitted.

District guidelines state that any form of dress
that attracts undue attention, is unsafe,

disrupts school or detracts from the
learning process is not acceptable. For
additional information, please refer to the
2004-2005 student handbook. Some
campuses have adopted other dress code
requirements in addition to district
regulations, and this information will be
announced by the school.

What school will
your child attend?

Find out on our website!
To find what school your child will attend, log on to
www.humble.k12.tx.us and search the Humble ISD
website for attendance areas. You can find your child’s
school by locating the subdivision where you live in
the alphabetical listing. Also, if you wish to receive
breaking district news by e-mail, you can request this
service through our website.

Now offering selected information in Spanish!
¡Ahora ofrecemos cierta información en Español!

Humble ISD offers career
and technology courses

Humble ISD offers career and technology education programs in technol-
ogy education, health science technology, agricultural sciences, business
education, family and consumer sciences education, trade and industrial educa-
tion, marketing education and career orientation. Admission criteria is listed in
the high school and middle school planning guides.

It is the policy of Humble ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, disability, age, religion, or handi-
cap in its vocational programs, services or activities as required by Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972; and Section 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as
amended, and the American Disabilities Act of 1990.

Humble ISD will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills
will not be a barrier to admission and participation in all educational and
vocational programs. Humble ISD provides a free, appropriate education
consisting of regular or special education and related aids and services in career
and technology education programs that are designed to meet individual educa-
tional needs of disabled persons as adequately as the needs of non-disabled
persons.

For information about career and technology education courses, contact
Becky Hunt at 281-641-8310. For information about your rights or grievance
procedures, contact Janet Orth, Title IX/Section 504 coordinator, at 281-641-
8000 or 20200 Eastway Village Drive in Humble. Para informacion en Espanol,
visite al www.humble.k12.tx.us o llame al 281-641-8310 o 281-641-8000.

Transportation provided to students
Humble ISD provides transportation for students who live more than

two miles from their home campus and for those who must cross a hazard-
ous thoroughfare to get to school. Bus schedules will be posted at each
school one to two weeks prior to the start of school. They also will be
available on the district’s web site at www.humble.k12.tx.us. If you have
questions, contact your school or the district’s transportation department at
281-641-8720.
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Required immunizations
All students must be immunized in accordance with state law before

entering Humble ISD schools. Vaccines are available from doctor’s offices, the
Harris County Humble Health Center, 281-446-4222, or the Houston Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, 713-794-9267.

Students in Pre-K, ages 3 and 4 need:

✓ Diptheria, Tetanus Toxoid, and Pertussis Vaccine (DTP, DTap, DT)–Four doses

✓ Polio (IPV) – Three doses

✓ Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR) – One dose

✓ Varicella – One dose. Parent validated history of previous chicken pox
illness may substitute for vaccination. Forms are available at
www.humble.k12.tx.us

✓ Hepatitis B – Three doses recommended

✓ Hib – One dose at or after 15 months, or a completed series.

Kindergarten through Grade 12 need:

✓ Diptheria, Tetanus Toxoid, and Pertussis Vaccine (DTP, DTap, DT, Td) –
Five doses of any combination DTap/DTP unless the fourth dose was given
on or after the fourth birthday.

Students age 7 or older need:
✓ Three doses of any combination DTP/DTap/DT/Td vaccine (pertussis

vaccine is not required)

✓ One dose of Td required ten years after last dose of DTP/DTap/DT. This
requirement should be met prior to the start of the fall semester.

✓ Polio (IPV) – Four doses unless the third dose was on or after the fourth
birthday.

✓ Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR) – Two doses of a measles-containing
vaccine with the first dose on or after the first birthday; second dose by age
5 or entry into kindergarten

✓ Hepatitis B – Three doses are required for grades K-5 and 7-10 in 2004-2005.

✓ Varicella – One dose is required for grades K-4 and 7-10 in 2004-2005. If
the first dose was received after age 13, two doses are required. Parent
validated history of previous chicken pox illness may substitute for vaccina-
tion.

Exemptions
For children needing medical exemptions, a written statement by the physician
should be submitted to the school. Instructions for the affidavit to be signed by
parents/guardians choosing the exemption for reasons of conscience, including
a religious belief, can be found at www.ImmunizeTexas.com

Child nutrition services
Students on all Humble ISD campuses may purchase a nutritionally

balanced lunch and/or breakfast through the district’s Child Nutrition
Department. Menus are published in elementary school newsletters and
posted in the school cafeterias. School lunch menus are also posted on the
district’s web site at www.humble.k12.tx.us. Deposits to student lunch/
breakfast accounts may be made any morning before 8:15 a.m. or during
meal service. Prepayments may be made through a virtual lunchroom -
PAMS - at www.pamslunchroon.com.

Information about eligibility for free and reduced price meals may be
obtained by contacting the Child Nutrition Department at 281-641-8471 or
281-641-8460.

Breakfast
Elementary ...................... $1.20
Middle school ................ $1.25
High school .................... $1.30
Adult .............................. $1.55

Lunch
Elementary ...................... $1.85
Middle school ................. $2.00
High school ..................... $2.00
Adult ............................... $2.50

School meal prices

Early Head Start serves babies and toddlers

The Humble ISD Early Head Start program is a comprehensive child
development program that serves children from birth to age 3, pregnant
women, and their families.  The program provides a range of individualized
services in the areas of education and early childhood development, health
services, and parental involvement.

Families are eligible to apply for enrollment in this program if they live in
the Humble or Huffman attendance areas.  Enrolled families must meet the
established 2004 family income guidelines for Early Head Start programs and/
or have a child with a disability.  Services to low-income families are at no cost
to them.

Call Joy Bayley at 281-641-7327 for more information or to apply for
enrollment.

Humble ISD's Rebecca

Hoff received the district's

School Bus Driver of the Year

award at a luncheon to honor

transportation staff. Hoff, who

drives a Special Services bus,

exemplifies good attendance

and punctuality, professional

appearance, work attitude,

reliability and a good driving

record.
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Teachers of the Year honored for dedication

Risa
McCann
     “I knew in
high school I
wanted to be a
teacher,”
McCann said.
“I had four

home economics teachers who, when I
went into their classroom, made me
feel at home. I was accepted and
nurtured.”

Today, McCann creates that same
environment in her Foods for Today
course. She expects students to respect
each other and forbids use of the “S-

       Risa McCann, Secondary Teacher of the Year, uses humor to

keep students’ interest. Creekwood Middle School students (from

left) Richie Cummings and Patrick Belflower serve lemon

muffins they made during Ms. McCann’s “Foods for Today”

course.

Wendy Gustafson, Elementary Teacher of the Year, reviews math facts with

Whispering Pines Elementary School students Danesia Brown and Noman

Rashid. She made the review into a game and the students loved it.

words” — shut up or stupid. She keeps
the pre-teens attentive by inserting
silly jokes into her lessons. For
example, when teaching about fruit,
she asks: What is Dracula’s favorite
fruit? Nectarines. A lesson about
cheese prompts: What kind of cheese
is not yours? Nacho cheese.

“Even if the students do not
laugh, they at least smile and feel
somewhat lighter in spirit that day as a
result of having been in my class-
room,” McCann said.

The students gain a deeper
understanding of science and nature.
Cooking lessons also stress reading
and following directions.

McCann earned a bachelor’s

degree at Louisiana State University
and a master’s degree at the University
of Southwestern Louisiana - Lafayette.
She has taught for 22 years, from pre-
school to the college level. Away from
work, she enjoys reading, boating, and
teaching Sunday School at King-
wood’s First Presbyterian Church. She
and her husband Bob, an engineer,
have three sons: Lance, a Kingwood
College student; Andy, a Kingwood
High School senior; and Max, a
Creekwood eighth-grader.

Wendy
Gustafson
     “I love
making the
light bulbs go
off,” Gustafson
said of teach-
ing. “I love it

when children feel successful and
motivated to learn and school is a
positive experience.”

After college, Gustafson worked
for three years as an accountant. But
her desire to be a teacher kept tugging
at her heart. She entered alternative

certification, a program for people
with bachelor’s degrees who want to
become teachers, and obtained a job in
Houston ISD. She also taught in Tulsa,
Okla., before joining Humble ISD in
2001.

At Whispering Pines Elementary
School, Gustafson serves as the Texas
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills
coordinator.  She identifies students
needing extra help in math, reading or
writing. She provides small group
tutoring and models effective teaching
strategies. She also teaches students
with dyslexia. Gustafason said teach-
ers worry about children falling
through the cracks.

“This job helps us catch those
children,” Gustafson said.

Raised in the Woodlands, she
earned her bachelor’s degree from
Sam Houston State University and is
earning a master’s degree at Stephen
F. Austin State University. Gustafson
enjoys reading, the beach and partici-
pating in the Humble Baseball Asso-
ciation as a parent volunteer. She and
her husband Len, a manufacturer’s
representative, have two sons: Jake, a
Whispering Pines third-grader; and
Zach, a Whispering Pines first-grader.

Risa McCann and Wendy Gustafson feel truly blessed. Everyday, they do
what they love – teach. Their enthusiasm and professionalism garnered them
Humble ISD’s top honor. They are the district’s 2004-2005 Teachers of the Year.

McCann, a home economics teacher at Creekwood Middle School, was named
Secondary Teacher of the Year. Gustafson, Whispering Pines Elementary School
TAKS coordinator, was named Elementary Teacher of the Year.

A committee chose them from 31 Campus Teachers of Year based upon
essays and interviews. They received a $500 district grant for use in their
classrooms and the opportunity to attend a professional workshop of their
choice.
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Ana Martinez
District Finalist

Humble Elementary

Janice Davis
District Finalist
Humble Middle

Mimi Monks
District Finalist

Foster Elementary

Dean Herbst
District Finalist
Kingwood High

 Susan Elsenbrock,
Bear Branch Elementary

Donna Kennepohl,
North Belt Elementary

Katherine Baker,
Atascocita Middle

Robert McAndrews,
CATE Center

Kathleen Schlickman
Deerwood Elementary

Helen Wagner, Elm
Grove Elementary

Robin Lawrence,
Greentree Elementary

Natalie Briley, Hidden
Hollow Elementary

Dawn Meador,
Lakeland Elementary

April Maldonado,
Maplebrook Elementary

Sara Martin, Oak
Forest Elementary

Donna Acosta,
Oaks Elementary

Carrie Keith, Pine
Forest Elementary

Jodi Crofford,
Timbers Elementary

Sarah Permenter, Willow
Creek Elementary

Betsy Duplechain, Wood-
land Hills Elementary

Kehley Hutchison,
Kingwood Middle

Mona Getz,
Timberwood Middle

Anita Tofte,
Humble 9th Grade

Patricia Morgan,
Humble High

Freda Johnson,
Kingwood 9th Grade

Michael Heckman,
Structured Learning

Center

Kimberly Klepcyk,
Quest High School

Congratulations
to all our exceptional
Teachers of the Year!

Bob Anderson
District Finalist

Jack M. Fields Sr. Elementary

Marilyn Morgan
District Finalist

Riverwood Middle

11
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Bond money provides better facilities, computers for students
(Continued from page 1)

Older elementary
schools gain
improvements

Humble ISD was in the extreme
makeover business this summer.
Four of the district’s oldest elemen-
tary campuses - Bear Branch,
Foster, Lakeland and Woodland Hills
elementary schools - received ex-
treme school makeovers.

At Bear Branch and Woodland
Hills, the school interiors were
demolished and rebuilt with perma-
nent walls between classrooms.

“These are the last remaining
open-concept schools in Humble
ISD,” Mark Krueger, assistant super-
intendent for support services, said.  “This will provide an improved instruc-
tional environment.”

Because of the building’s outdated design, students previously had to walk
through other classrooms to get to the library or cafeteria. This resulted in
frequent classroom interruptions. Also, teachers felt that they had to limit their
teaching to quiet activities so as not to disturb other classes and distract chil-
dren.

Humble ISD arranged for the work to be completed during the summer so
that the children could remain at their home campuses. Otherwise, the district
would have had to bus students to a rented facility for a semester while the
remodeling was underway.

“The contractor had 70 days to complete the work,” Krueger said. “The
contractor worked two 10-hour shifts, six days a week. Moving the students
would have been inconvenient for the students, their families and the teachers,
and would have been costly to the district.”

Foster and Lakeland elementary schools each received classroom addi-
tions. Eleven rooms were added at Lakeland and 10 rooms were added at Foster.

“Now the schools will be able to provide appropriate classrooms for each
class,” Krueger said.

Lakeland Elementary opened in 1960 and Foster Elementary opened in 1971.

Computer upgrades

The computer in your child’s class may run smoother thanks to some
technology-savvy high school students. The district recently employed about 15
high school students to install upgraded memory in more than 1,600 computers
located in labs, classrooms and offices throughout Humble ISD.

Humble ISD considered hiring an outside company for the job, but district
officials decided it would be beneficial for high school students
to tackle the project.

“It saved the district money, and the students got to
actually use what they had learned in class,” Jamie Hicks, a
computer maintenance teacher, said.

Teachers at the Career and
Technology Education (CATE) Center
chose students enrolled in computer
maintenance, computer networking,
computer operating systems and pre-
engineering courses for the District
Memory Upgrade Project. The CATE
Center offers classes to students from
Humble, Kingwood and Quest high
schools. For two afternoons a week
throughout most of last school year,
the students visited campuses to
install RAM. The students were paid
$6 an hour plus $1 per machine that
they completed.

The memory sticks they
worked with cost $50 to $100 each.
At each job site, the teens worked
with more than $1,000 worth of
memory. Just like in the business
world, they had to take inventory at

the end of their day to ensure that they had not accidentally left memory sticks
behind in a classroom or installed it in a machine that did not need it. If there
was memory missing, they had to search the classrooms to find it.

“They had real responsability, and they were held accountable,” Hicks
said.

The students said they gained useful working skills. They had to problem-
solve when computers posed unexpected complications. They had to behave
professionally when interacting with teachers and staff members. They were
inspired to work efficiently to earn more money per hour.  The project also
offered better hours than the typical after-school job.

“I still had time to do homework,” Scott DeWoody, an Humble High
School senior, said.

Woodland Hills Elementary School teachers (from left) Betsy Duplechain,

Glynda Hinton, Janie Lamb and Kim Sutula cheerfully packed all the materials

in their classrooms so that the campus could be extensively renovated.

Humble High School students (from left) Scott DeWoody, Sachin Thakur

and Austin Wickes demonstrate some of the work they performed as part of the

District Memory Upgrade Project.
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Seven who serve: Getting to know your school board

Mrs. Lynn Fields, President, Position 7, Term expires 2005.
Lynn is a former newspaper editor and journalism teacher. She is married to
Jack Fields, Jr., and has three children. Lynn has lived in Humble ISD for 16
years and has served on the School Board since 1994.

Mr. John Graves, Vice President, Position 2, Term expires 2006.
John is an Employee Benefit Consultant. He is married to Phyllis Graves and
has one child. He has lived in Humble ISD for 29 years and has served on the
School Board since 1985.

Dr. Bonnie Longnion, Secretary, Position 3, Term expires 2006.
Bonnie is an Associate Vice Chancellor for North Harris Montgomery
Community College District. She serves as Texas Association of School
Boards president. She has two children. Bonnie has lived in Humble ISD for
21 years and has served on the School Board since 1988.

Mike Sullivan, Parliamentarian, Position 4, Term expires 2007.
Mike is President of Sea-Master Marine Coatings, Inc. He is married to Kim

Dr. Aaron ClevensonMrs. Lynn Fields Mr. John Graves Dr. Bonnie Longnion Mr. Mike Sullivan

Sullivan and has one daughter, Paige. Mike has lived in Humble ISD for 14
years and has served on the School Board since June 2004.

Dr. Aaron B. Clevenson, Member, Position 1, Term expires 2006.
Aaron is a Computer Project Manager for Accenture. He is married to Barbara
Madera and has one child. He has lived in Humble ISD for 14 years and
served on the School Board since 1997.

Jim Eggers, Member, Position 5, Term expires 2007.
Jim is a CPA and a partner at KMPG LLP. He is married to Janine Eggers and
they have six children. Jim has lived in Humble ISD for 12 years and has
served on the School Board since June 2004.

Dave Martin, Position 6, Term expires 2005.
Dave is Director of Audit, Tax and Transaction Advisory Services for Ernst &
Young, LLP. He is married to Julie Martin and has three children, David,
Michael and Jennifer. Dave has lived in Humble ISD for 13 years and has
served on the School Board since June 2004.

Frequently asked questions about the Board of Trustees
1. What is the role of the board in Humble ISD?

Parents and community members exercise their voice in public education
through the election of the board of trustees. Humble ISD is governed by a
seven-member board whose primary responsibility is to set the policies and
priorities of the district. Trustees are elected at large for three year terms that are
staggered so that there are always experienced members on the board.  They are
volunteers who serve without pay.

2. When and where does the board meet?
The Humble ISD board of trustees meets at 7 p.m. on the second Tuesday of
every month. Meetings are held in the board room of the district administration
building located at 20200 Eastway Village Drive in Humble. Other meetings
may be scheduled when appropriate.

3. Is the public allowed to speak at board meetings?
Your presence and participation are encouraged at board meetings. Contact
Peggy Young, executive secretary to the board, at 281-641-8001 to place an
item on the agenda or to schedule to speak about items on the agenda. Patrons
are welcome to address the board without prior notice; however, board action is
limited to those items on the printed agenda.

4. Where can I read about board policy and get information about meetings?
Complete board policy is available online from a link on the district Web site
(www.humble.k12.tx.us).  You may also read about the board’s operating
procedures from the site. The agenda for an upcoming meeting of the board is
published on the Web site, usually one day before the scheduled meeting. The
complete board packet is available online the day after the meeting.

5. What is the relationship of the board to the superintendent?
The board and superintendent work together to assure the best interests of the
community’s children and the patrons of the school district. Although this is a
team concept, both the board and the superintendent have unique responsibili-

ties. The board sets the policies and the priorities; the superintendent and staff
carry out those policies and priorities.

6. What are the powers and duties of the board? What are some of
the things that the board is not allowed to do?
Board members set the policies that guide Humble ISD toward its vision and
mission. They are entrusted to be responsible stewards of the taxpayers’ money.
It is important to remember that the board acts only as a whole; members may
not act on an individual basis. The board has the legal power to levy and collect
taxes, issue bonds, and govern and oversee the management of the public
schools. They are restricted from making individual public explanation of board
policy. During meetings, they are prohibited by the Texas Open Meetings Act
from deliberating or deciding any issue that is not listed as an agenda item.

7. What are the qualifications for a board position? How do members
keep abreast of issues in public education?
A candidate for the board of trustees must (1) reside in the school district for a
minimum of six months; and (2) be a registered voter in the state of Texas.
Elections are held in May and sign-up for board positions typically begins in
March. Board members follow a three-tiered training system set by the state.
Tier one is an orientation to the local district and to the laws on Texas school
governance. The second tier includes team-building sessions to enhance the
effectiveness of the board-superintendent partnership. Any areas in which
members need additional information are the basis for tier three. Training must
be updated annually. Board members also spend many hours in the study of
background materials on state law, school finance, budgets, and curriculum.

8. How can I contact the board?

Contact the executive secretary to the board, Peggy Young, at
281-641-8001 to be put on the agenda for a meeting of the board.
Board members may also be contacted by email from the district
Web site, or by mail at P.O. Box 2000, Humble, TX 77347-2000.

Mr. Jim Eggers Mr. Dave Martin
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Students at many Humble ISD
campuses collected school supplies
this past fall to help refurbish schools
in Iraq. 1st Lt. Jeff Sharpe, a soldier
in Iraq, asked Humble ISD students
to donate school supplies for Iraqi
children. Lt. Sharpe was a student at
Oaks Elementary, Atascocita Middle
School, and is a graduate of Humble
High School. He is the son of retired
HHS teacher Beth Sharpe and retired
Goose Creek teacher John Sharpe.

The following letter was sent by
Lt. Sharpe to our students, parents
and Humble ISD family:

Dear students, parents, and educators
of Humble ISD,

I am 1LT Jeffrey Sharpe with the
U.S. Army stationed in Iraq, and I am
from Humble. I received many
packages from you containing
supplies for the schools of Iraq. The
weight of all your donations totaled
well over 1,000 pounds!

Your help in collecting and
sending these supplies to Iraq have
been vital in our effort to win the
hearts of the Iraqi people, especially
those who are the future of this
country: the children. Several schools

A soldier writes to thank students, parents and staff

have received your gifts to their
future. We made them understand that
these were not gifts from our govern-
ment, but from our people.

I understand that these donations
came from the students, parents and
staff of many schools in Humble ISD.

 I want you students to know

how great a service you have pro-
vided to the people of Iraq. Your
actions have increased our standing
with the people of this country and
you have allowed thousands of
children the opportunity to learn in a
much friendlier environment.

I would like to thank the parents

for supporting this operation–without
your backing this could never have
been the success that it has grown
into.

Finally, I would like to thank the
teachers and other educators who
organized this school supply drive.
Your dedication to the betterment of
education across the globe is a symbol
of your professionalism, compassion,
and leadership. You are truly the
foundation of America, and your
service to the country is invaluable.

I am grateful to be a part of your
effort to help these people. I’ve
dedicated the last year to showing
them that they have a future and that
their nation now belongs to them. The
schools have suffered from 30 years
of neglect. Saddam Hussein provided
money to a select few schools and the
rest of the country suffered.

Since the US has arrived, we
have renovated thousands of schools,
including 150 in my area alone.
Unfortunately our focus was on the
buildings themselves, and many
schools went without necessary
learning materials and supplies.

Thanks to your support these
schools have enough supplies to
continue their education until their
ministry of education can provide
support.

On behalf of the children and
teachers of the Al Seccor Primary, Al
Bathia Primary, and Al Madi Primary
schools, I wish to thank you for your
service and charity. This operation
could not have been a success without
your donation of time and money. I
would also like to thank you on behalf
of my fellow soldiers for the letters
from home. We appreciated that very
much. We are happy to know that
those of you at home support us so
much.

Once again, thank you for
everything that you have done for the
children of Iraq and for the U.S.
soldiers; you truly are the people who
make the United States such a won-
derful place.

Raised in a family of educators, 1st lt. Jeff Sharpe felt the need of Iraq's

children deeply. He spent much time gathering donated school supplies from

home and, with other soldiers, distributed them to the U.S.-renovated school

buildings in their area.

Most schools in Iraq are

suffering from 30 years of neglect

and disrepair. Our government has

renovated or repaired thousands of

school buildings so that children

have a place to learn. Yet many

schools were without necessary

supplies and learning materials.

1st Lt. Jeff Sharpe was delighted to

get over 1,000 pounds of school

supplies from Humble ISD students.

Because of their generosity, he

believes the schools in his area can

function until their ministry of

education can provide support.

14



Your Schools      August 2004

15

Like all Texas public school children, Humble ISD students will take the TAKS
tests this school year. Required by state law, the tests are given to third through
11th-graders. They measure students' understanding of English/Language Arts,
math, social studies and science. Here are some frequently-asked questions:

What is TAKS?

TAKS stands for Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills. The Texas Educa-
tion Agency develops the TAKS tests based upon the state curriculum, which is
called the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

Why is TAKS important?

TAKS is important because:
✐ Students must pass the TAKS exit-level test, given at the 11th grade, to

graduate from high school.
✐ Third-graders must pass the TAKS reading test to advance to fourth grade.
✐ Beginning this year, fifth-graders must to pass the math and reading TAKS

test to advance to sixth grade.
✐ The state assigns ratings, such as exemplary or recognized, to campuses and

districts largely based on the percentage of students who pass the TAKS test.

When will the TAKS tests be given?

The tests will be given in February and April. Re-take dates also are available to
students who fail a test that is required to graduate or to advance to the fourth or
the sixth grade.

How did Humble ISD students do on the TAKS test last year?

Here are the percentage of Humble ISD students who passed the tests:
Reading/English Language Arts - 89.5 percent; Math - 79.2 percent;
Writing -93.1 percent; Social Studies - 92.7 percent; Science - 79.4 percent.

With these results, what accountability rating will our district receive?

When the state announces ratings in October, Humble ISD should be rated
academically acceptable. To receive the higher rating of recognized, 70 percent
of all students and every student group that is considered under the accountabil-
ity system needed to pass TAKS. The student groups are African American,
Hispanic, White and Economically Disadvantaged students. The district met the
70 percent passing rate overall, but not for every student group.

Will any schools be named recognized?

Yes. Twelve HISD schools have TAKS scores high enough to be named recog-
nized campuses. They are: Kingwood High, Quest High, Creekwood Middle,
Kingwood Middle, Riverwood Middle, Bear Branch Elementary, Foster El-
ementary, Greentree Elementary, Oak Forest Elementary, Shadow Forest
Elementary, Willow Creek Elementary and Woodland Hills Elementary.

Will any schools be named exemplary?

Yes. District officials believe three schools – Deerwood Elementary, Elm Grove
Elementary and Hidden Hollow Elementary – will be exemplary schools. To be
exemplary, at least 90 percent of all students and every student group had to
pass TAKS.

What about the other schools?

All other campuses should be rated academically acceptable. The district had no
low-performing schools.

Students began taking Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, or TAKS,
tests in 2003. The tests emphasize reading and critical thinking. Students must
determine what information is relevant before they can successfully answer
questions. Here are some examples:

Carlos is working
on the graph shown
at right. He knows
there were 30 babies
born in March at
Smithville Hospital.

How many more babies does Carlos need to add to March to finish the
graph? Mark your answer:

(A) 3 (B) 5 (C) 27   (D) 6 Grade level: 3    Answer: A

A basketball team scored 48 baskets in one game. Each basket was worth one
or two points. If the team scored 84 points, how many one-point baskets
and two-point baskets did it score?

(F) 6 one-point baskets, 42 two-point baskets
(G) 12 one-point baskets, 36 two-point baskets
(H) 16 one-point baskets, 32 two-point baskets
(J) 20 one-point baskets, 32 two-point baskets

Grade level: 5     Answer: G

How many 2-inch cubes can be placed completely inside a box
that is 8 inches long, 2 inches wide and 6 inches tall?

(A)  8    (B)  12        (C)  24        (D)  48
Grade level: 11     Answer: B

Third through 11th-graders to take state-mandated tests
We used to be a recognized district with more exemplary and
recognized schools. What happened?

This is the first year that accountablilty ratings will be based on results from the
TAKS tests, a new test, rather than TAAS tests. Typically, there are fewer
exemplary and recognized schools when a new test is given. The first year
under the old system, Humble ISD had three exemplary, six recognized and 14
acceptable campuses. By the final year, the district had 14 exemplary, seven
recognized and seven acceptable campuses.

What is Humble ISD doing to help students prepare for the test?

To ensure success on the TAKS test, students are taught the state curriculum -
the Texas Essential of Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). Teachers constantly
monitor student learning of the TEKS on an individual basis, then provide
additional support in areas of need.

How can I, as a parent, help my child do well on TAKS?

Have your children in school every day. Communicate with teachers and
counselors if your children need extra help. Schools offer tutoring programs for
students who fail to master TAKS topics. Encourage and model reading for
pleasure and for information at home. Reading and critical thinking are essential
for success on TAKS.

Each           means 5 babies.

January

March

February
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2004 Varsity Football Schedule
DAY DATE OPPONENT SITE TIME
Fri. Sept. 3 Elsik Turner 7:30
Sat. Sept. 11 Katy Turner 7:30
Fri. Sept. 17 The Woodlands Moorhead 7:30
Fri. Sept. 24 *Port Arthur Port Arthur 7:30
Fri. Oct. 1 *Kingwood Turner (home) 7:30
Fri. Oct. 8 *Spring George (Spring) 7:30
Fri. Oct. 15 *Baytown Sterling** Turner 7:30
Fri. Oct. 22 *Beaumont Westbrk. Durley 7:30
Fri. Oct. 29 *Westfield George (Spring) 7:30
Fri. Nov. 5 *Baytown Lee*** Turner 7:30

DAY DATE OPPONENT SITE TIME
Fri. Sept. 3 Clear Creek Clear Ck. Stadium 7:30
Fri. Sept. 10 Klein Turner 7:30
Fri. Sept. 17 Alvin Alvin 7:30
Fri. Sept. 24 West Brook Turner 7:30
Fri. Oct. 1 *Humble Turner (visitor) 7:30
Fri. Oct. 8 *Baytown Lee Turner 7:30
Fri. Oct. 15 *Port Arthur Port Arthur 7:30
Fri. Oct. 22 *Westfield Turner 7:30
Fri. Oct. 29 *Spring **&*** Turner 7:30
Fri. Nov. 5 *Baytown Sterling Stallworth 7:30

*District         **Homecoming       ***Parents' Night

Season football tickets on

sale in Athletic Office
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Season football tickets are sold at the Humble ISD Athletic Office,

20200 Eastway Village Drive (in the Administration Building next to Home
Depot), from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Friday. From Aug. 2-13, previous
season tickets holders may purchase tickets for the seats they held in 2003.
All remaining season tickets will be available to the public from Aug. 16-27.
Season tickets cost $30 and include reserved seats to five home games of the
Humble Wildcats or Kingwood Mustangs. Children sitting in the reserved
section must have a reserved ticket. Call 281-641-8130 for more informa-
tion.

General admission tickets will be on sale at the high schools, middle
schools and Athletic Office the week of each home game. Cost is $3 for
students and $5 for adults. Tickets bought at the gate cost $6. Away game
tickets are available at the Athletic Office the week of each game.

The Humble ISD Education Foundation, a non-profit

organization, recently celebrated its fifth year of existence. During

that time, the Foundation has raised more than $1 million and

awarded more than $700,000 in grants to teachers for innovative

classroom projects. At left, members of the Foundation Prize Posse

inform Humble High School art students that their teacher won a

grant. Holding the check are (from left) Foundation supporter

Barbara Locke of Fall Creek, Humble High art teacher Melanie

Hunt and Foundation supporter Lisa Doughty of Waste

Management.
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