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The hazy, lazy days of summer
are just around the corner. Time for
kids to sleep late, hang out and kick
back. But too much kicking back
makes for bored kids and frustrated
parents. It also makes the return to
school that much harder. Studies
have shown that children who stay
active reading and learning in the
summer spend less time on catch-up
in the fall.

A fun summer is one where kids
keep their minds engaged. Here are
some activities that will keep your
children thinking this summer.
✏ Dive into words

Read your way from June to
August. Join a summer reading
program at your local library, or
create one of your own. Many
summer reading lists are available
online, or you can ask your child’s
teacher for recommendations. Re-
search has consistently shown that
children can lose reading skills over
the summer if they stop reading; a
summer loss of three months be-
comes a gap of 18 months by the end
of sixth grade. The more kids read,
the easier reading gets—and the
more they enjoy it.
✏ Author! Author!

Write and publish your own
book:  Help your kids come up with
ideas for their own stories, then
encourage them to write and illus-
trate their own books. Take the
finished products to a local copy
shop for them to be bound and
copied—what a great gift for grand-
parents, and what a great keepsake
for the summer.
✏ Create your own custom
collection

Start by visiting a local museum
and talk about the objects on display.
Then have your kids create their own

collections of family heirlooms,
treasured toys or beautiful pictures they
find in magazines. Invite other family
members to come for a guided tour.
✏ Explore your own backyard

Take nature walks with your kids
and see how many different types of
trees or flowers they can spot. Or have
a collecting contest. See who can find
the greatest variety of leaves or spot the
most insects in your backyard. Set up a
bird feeder and bird bath and have kids
record your winged visitors in a log.
✏ See seashells at the seashore

Collect seashells at the beach on
your next trip. When you get back,
research the different types of crea-
tures that lived in the shells. You can
find books of seashells at the library or
get information online.
✏ Kick meals up a notch

Become a miniature master chef.
Even very young children can help
around the kitchen, and it’s a great way
to practice reading skills, learn about
weights and measurements and get

involved in science. Children’s
cookbooks with age-specific
recipes can be found at libraries or
bookstores, and lots of recipes can
be found online. Make bread
together and talk about what makes
yeast rise; cook with different
spices and learn about where
they’re used in different parts of
the world.
✏ Get engaged in the
community

Local libraries, museums and
colleges offer summer programs
where kids can make movies,
invent gadgets and program their
own computer games—check out
offerings from Kingwood College
or local Harris Country branch
libraries.
✏ Don’t forget to do some-
thing for others this summer

Think about visiting a local
nursing home, cleaning up a vacant
lot or collecting toys for kids in
need.

Reading for

pleasure is one of the

best things students can

do in the summer.

Greentree Elementary

School third-grader

Jessica Males loves to

read.

Keep them "tuned in" when school’s out
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S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s

By Dr. Guy Sconzo

A business magazine for executives has rated Humble ISD as one of the
top public school districts in the United States. Expansion Management, a
business magazine for companies looking to expand or relocate their facili-
ties, named Humble ISD a Blue Ribbon School District Winner in its 15th

Annual Education Quotient Study.
 The study examined three factors: graduate outcome, or how well

students learn and how many stay to graduation; resource index, which
measures a community’s financial commitment to education; and commu-
nity index, which measure the community’s adult education and income
levels.

People who evaluate communities for business expansion look for a
good public education system, Bill King, Expansion Management magazine
chief editor, said. “That seems to be first and foremost on their list of things

to care about,” King said. “Communities with excellent
schools can expect to come out on top when site selectors
come calling to create new jobs.”

The study evaluated all school districts in the United
States with an enrollment of 3,300 or more students. To earn

White
60%

     African
American 15%

Asian
4%

Hispanic
21%

Student Ethnicity

Student Enrollment in
Special Populations
Economically Disadvantaged: 25 %
Limited English Proficient: 7 %
Special Education: 10 %
Gifted and Talented: 9 %

Current Number of Evacuees
Enrolled due to Hurricane Katrina: 300
Enrolled due to Hurricane Rita: 53

Humble ISD Enrollment Facts & Figures

Total Student Enrollment: 29,700

I am truly in a unique position to
see and to appreciate the incredible effort
that parents and school district staff give
to make sure that our community’s
children are successful. And, as we grow
the number of high schools we have in
our district, we are also working together
to provide a number of special high
school level opportunities to help our

children Learn. Those opportunities go far beyond the walls of a classroom
and the doors of a school.

As children enter high school in Humble ISD, they will find a full
plate of options designed for their career interests and needs. The following
state of the art educational programs are planned and designed to meet the
needs of students today for business and work needs now and for the
future.

Career and Technology Education Center (CATE Center) is dedi-
cated to preparing students for professional career opportunities utilizing
current industry technology and practices. The programs offered include
A+ Certification, CISCO Academy, Digital Graphics and Animation and
the Health Science Academy (nursing, pharmacy tech, etc.).

Quest High is a small high school designed for individualized study,
with a school culture that encourages individuality, a strong sense of
community and a high level of respect between and among students and
staff.  Quest, which boasts an excellent acceptance rate into college, does
not use grades. Student applicants must shadow a current student for half a
day as a “test drive” to better understand what the school is about.

Dual Credit courses count toward a student’s grade point average, as
well as provide college credit. The courses are embedded in the high school
curriculum and are accepted by all Texas colleges (though you should
make certain that the courses will be accepted in your degree plan). The

courses are stringent. Students must understand that these courses require
more than the usual high school curriculum.

Early College courses are offered to high school students at
Kingwood College. Students must take a minimum of 9 hours. Students
accepted into this special program may take any college credit courses
offered by the college. Credit does not count toward your high school
grade point average.

International Baccalaureate (IB) is a challenging program for
motivated students in grades 11 and 12. The six content areas included are
literature, foreign language, social studies, experimental sciences, math-
ematics and the visual arts. Each course is designed to encourage critical/
independent thinking among students while creating an international
perspective by increasing student exposure to academic subjects presented
within a global context. This program is expected to begin in Humble ISD
at Humble High in August 2007.

Humble and Kingwood High have been our flagship schools. They
will be joined by two new high schools in as many years. Atascocita High
opens in August 2006. Kingwood Park will open in August 2007. The
wide range of programs available to students may surprise some parents:
digital graphics/animation, web mastering, health science technology,
medical terminology, computer maintenance, pre-engineering technology
systems, aquaculture, business law, architectural graphics, criminal investi-
gation, court and criminal procedure, American sign language, music
theory, technical theatre, adventure/outdoor education.

For more information and to review Humble ISD’s curriculum guides,
visit the district’s web site at www.humble.k12.tx.us.

The strong support from parents and our community are the force
behind children’s opportunities and successes. Parents actively involved
with their children’s education send the message that education and Learn-
ing are important. Children need to hear that message from their parents
and we all must continually remind them that all their dreams are indeed
very possible!

V i e w

Business magazine gives Humble ISD high honors
a Blue Ribbon Award, a district’s score had to rank in the top 33 percent
nationwide. For more information, please visit ExpansionManagement.com.
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Humble ISDHumble ISD
Dates to knowDates to know

May 25 is the Last Day of School for 2005-2006

3

2006 Graduation Dates
Humble High School .....................................  7 p.m., Saturday, May 20, 2006

Hofheinz Pavilion, University of Houston

Kingwood High School ................................. 8:30 p.m., Friday, May 26, 2006
Reliant Stadium

Quest High School ................................... 7:30 p.m., Thursday, May 25, 2006
Humble Civic Center

Services for students with disabilities
Humble ISD is responsible for identifying, locating and evaluating all

children with disabilities who are in need of special education and related
services who live within the school district’s boundaries. Children who have a
disability, or are suspected of having a disability, may be referred to Humble
ISD.

For children who are school age (ages 3-21), contact the elementary,
middle or high school that serves your neighborhood. For children from birth
through age 2, call the Humble ISD special education department at 281-641-
8326 or Early Childhood Intervention Keep Pace Program at 281-397-4000
(all areas except zip code 77044) or Early Childhood Intervention Bay Area
Program at 281-838-4477 (zip code 77044).

If you are unsure about which schools serve your neighborhood or
location, or if you are making the referral during the summer, call the special
education department at 281-641-8326. All referrals are confidential and the
parent, legal guardian or surrogate parent has the right to refuse services.

Humble Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race,
religion, color, national origin, sex or disability in providing educa-
tion services. Janet Orth (281-641-8000) has been designated to
coordinate compliance with the non-discrimination requirements of
Title IX and compliance with the non-discrimination requirements of
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

1st  Semester:  August 14 - Dec. 15
2nd Semester:  Jan. 3 - May 25

Holidays
Labor Day ................................................Sept. 4
Thanksgiving ...........................................Nov. 20-24
Winter Break ............................................Dec. 18-Jan. 1
Spring Break ............................................March 12-16
Good Friday .............................................April 6
Memorial Day ..........................................May 28
Independence Day ................................... July 4

Professional Growth/ Workdays for Staff,
Holidays for Students

August 8-11 January 2 April 23
October 9 January 15 May 29
October 27

State Mandated Testing
October 17-20 April 16-20 June 26-27
February 13-16 May 15 July 10-13
April 3

Dates for 2006-07

If you have questions about your child’s progress in school, contact
your child’s teacher or counselor. However, if you need other information,
the following list may be helpful:

District Main Line ................................................................................ 281-641-1000
Public Information ............................................................................... 281-641-8200
Superintendent ..................................................................................... 281-641-8001
Deputy and Associate Superintendents .............................................. 281-641-8110
Assistant Superintendents ................................................................... 281-641-8110
Athletics ................................................................................................. 281-641-8130
Community Development .................................................................... 281-641-8140
Human Resources ................................................................................. 281-641-8170
Police    weekdays, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. ...................................................... 281-540-5844
              24-hour patrol ........................................................................... 281-541-3555
Tax Office .............................................................................................. 281-641-8190
Transportation ...................................................................................... 281-641-8720

District
telephone directory

School hours
for 2006-2007
All Humble ISD schools will begin and end at
these times next year. By standardizing times,
the district will be able to use its fleet of
school buses more efficiently and save
thousands of dollars.

Kindergarten ......................................................... 8 a.m. to 1:50 p.m.

Elementary Schools .............................................. 8 a.m. to 3:20 p.m.

Middle Schools ................................................ 8:35 a.m. to 3:55 p.m.

High Schools .................................................... 7:25 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.

Watch your mail for the back-to-school issue of this newsletter, which will
include complete information for 2006-2007.
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Jake Walker had big plans for his senior year at Humble High School.
Cancer wasn’t on the list.

Walker planned to lead fellow students as president of the Future Farm-
ers of America (FFA), to travel the state showing animals and judging live-
stock, to participate in rites of passage like homecoming and graduation.

Instead, Walker faced a diagnosis of Stage III testicular cancer.
“I was told the cancer had

metastasized and I had a tumor in my
abdomen,” Walker said. “I was
extremely scared.”

But Walker was determined to
have the senior year he wanted
between hospital stays and chemo-
therapy treatments. That meant
continuing to get up at 6 a.m. to feed
his animals. It meant doing school-
work at home instead of in the class-
room. It meant making his way to
every FFA meeting he could manage.

“I’ve missed one monthly
meeting, but no more than that,”
Walker said.

Walker’s level of dedication has
impressed his teachers. “He’s faced
with cancer, but he’s worried about
being able to show or judge live-
stock,”  Kevin McCarty, who heads
the Agriculture Department at Humble
High School, said. “I never once
doubted he didn’t understand the
severity of the problem, but he never lost sight of the goals he set for him-
self.”

Keeping active in FFA has been a solace for Walker, a way to hang on to
something normal in his life, says Danna Walker, Jake’s mother. “To go down
to the barn and do what he’s been doing for years—that’s helped him not to
always dwell on what’s going on,” she said. “When you are faced with cancer
you see things differently. We still show animals because that is part of
keeping Jake’s life as normal as possible.”

Walker’s interest in livestock has deep roots. His father was active in
4-H, and he started his two sons in the club when they were each eight years
old. Jake’s older brother Jared also participated in FFA at Humble.

This year Walker showed a pig, two lambs, four or five goats and five or
six head of cattle. Caring for the animals takes three to four hours every
day—more in the weeks and days before a show. “You feed before school
every morning and again late in the afternoon. Two months before the show
you run the goats so their muscle builds up. You walk the pigs so they get
friendly,” Walker said.

During his chemotherapy treatments, Walker couldn’t come in contact
with manure for risk of infection, so his family pitched in—literally. “My

family’s helped out a lot cleaning the pens,” he said, “which is
not really a bad thing for me.”
        Yet Walker isn’t the type to easily relinquish his respon-
sibilities. “The first time we came home after being in the
hospital for three weeks, Jake got upset at the condition of the
barn. His dad was trying to care for the animals himself while

Profile in courage: Humble FFA president tackles cancer
trying to work and stay with us as much as possible,” Danna Walker said.
“Jake said, these are my babies. You’ve got to take care of them as I would.
Of course, the next time Jake was in the hospital, Dad knocked himself out.”

Family support has played a big part in getting Walker through the year,
he says. “We’ve always been a close-knit family, but now we’re closer.”

Family members have sustained one another, says Danna Walker. “Hav-
ing a large family has helped us
make it through these last few
months,” she said. “We all have
realized that you need everyone you
love and care about close to you.
This is where you find the strength
to cope with this terrible disease.”

Teachers at Humble High
School have also worked hard to
support Jake and the family. FFA
sponsors have visited Walker in the
hospital and at home; teachers for
Walker’s other classes have made
themselves available to help with
schoolwork. “If I had a question, I
could get the help I needed,” Jake
Walker said. “They really have been
the best they could be.”

Jake’s friends have also been a
huge source of support, the Walkers
say. “They make me cry a lot,”
confides Danna. When the FFA had
their yearbook picture taken, they
left an empty chair in the middle of

the photo for Jake. Several of the boys shaved their heads when they learned
Jake would lose his hair from chemo.

All of this support from family, teachers and friends has gotten Walker
through some tough hours. “There are days that I want to crawl under a rock,
but there are so many people out there that are with me and I can’t give up
because of them,” he said.

McCarty believes other students in FFA have learned from Walker’s
example how to face the challenges of life. “He’s been there, he’s dealt with
it, he’s overcome it. What kid is going to forget that?” McCarty said. “What
adult is going to forget that?”

Walker faces one more surgery and then cancer should be behind him.
He’s already thinking about next year—he was recently accepted to
Clarendon Junior College with a livestock judging scholarship. He hopes to
transfer eventually to Texas A&M.

McCarty has no doubt Walker will succeed in college and beyond. “That
kid can do anything he wants to if he puts his mind to it,” he said. “It’s going
to be neat to watch him and see what he does. He’s capable of anything.”

Before college, Walker wants to complete at least one rite of high school:
graduation. “There’s no way I’d miss that,” he said. “I’ve worked twelve
years of my life for this.”

“I’m not going to let the cancer get me down,” says Walker. “I have a lot
to look forward to.”

Editor’s Note: A fund has been established to assist with medical ex-
penses. Donations may be made to the Jacob Daniel Walker Fund, listed
under Susan J. Walker–Humble, Texas, at any Bank of America branch.

Humble High School senior Jake Walker has managed school work, FFA

and chemotherapy this year.
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Humble ISD students raised 266 animals for the 59th Annual Humble ISD
Livestock Show. By participating in agricultural science/FFA and the
4-H Organization, students learn valuable skills related to the care, manage-
ment, production and marketing of animals. Students also learn valuable
lessons about responsibility and decision making while caring for their
animals.

Local businesses and community members continued a long tradition of
great support by contributing a combined total of $216,500 at the livestock
auction. Their continued support help students obtain money for college, post
secondary training, as well as assist students in continuing their project
program involving raising animals.

Students receiving grand champion honors were: Cameron Krieger of
Kingwood High School for steer, purchased by Robbins Auto Mall; Emily

Students prepare

backstage to show

off their animals at

the auction. Pictured

are Kingwood High

School junior

Matthew Okeson

and Riverwood

Middle School

eighth-grader Erin

Okeson with Erin’s

rabbit.

Maplebrook

Elementary School

fourth-grader

Colton Hutchinson

paused for a photo

with his goat prior

to auction.

Livestock show enjoys tradition of community support

The band hall at Kingwood High School is buzzing with excitement
these days as students discuss their invitation to perform in the 2007 Tourna-
ment of Roses Parade.

The KHS Band will be the only high school band representing Texas and
the Gulf Coast. It is one of 16 award-winning high school bands selected
from around the world to participate in the parade in Pasadena, California.
This is the first time that a band representing Humble ISD will travel to
California for this internationally televised event.

“This is simply an awesome opportunity for not only the Mustang
Marching Band, but also the school, school district, Kingwood and the city of
Houston,” Destry Balch, head band director at Kingwood High School, said.
“As musicians we work on our skills so we can perform for an audience.
There is no bigger audience, live and telecast, than the Tournament of Roses
Parade. As a musician that is very exciting!”

Approximately one million spectators will line the parade route, while
another 400 million people will watch worldwide on television.

The Kingwood Band Boosters parent organization has begun a fund-
raising program to help students with trip expenses. The Boosters are hoping
to attract corporate sponsors to underwrite some of the expense of transport-
ing the students, their instruments, and their marching uniforms to Pasadena,
California. In addition, parents and students will be participating in several
fund raisers.

KHS band students

(left) Natalie Wilson and

Meredith Yale display a

basketball autographed by

Houston Rockets basket-

ball players.  It will be

auctioned during a May

19 jazz concert to raise

money for the band’s trip

to the 2007 Tournament of

Roses Parade.

Campbell of Kingwood High School for swine, purchased by Harbor
America; Haley Wilkerson of Humble Elementary for goats, purchased by
Humble Community Bank; Chanda Kruppa of Humble High School for
lambs, purchased by Northeast Medical Center; Allen Calfee of Riverwood
Middle School for rabbits, purchased by Mod-U-Serve; Joleigh Hamilton of
Timberwood Middle School for chickens, purchased by Perdue, Brandon,
Fielder, Collins, & Mott; Corey Taylor of Humble High School for turkeys,
purchased by Humble Welding Supply; Clarissa Sonia Lazo of Kingwood
High School for decorative design purchased by Rosewood Memorial Park;
and Frank Dziedzic of Humble High School for horticulture, purchased by
R.H. Brown.

"We would like to thank the Humble ISD community for its continued
support," Superintendent Guy Sconzo said. "This support is what is behind
the overwhelming success of this great community tradition."

KHS band will participate in 2007 Rose Bowl parade

One fundraising event will be an evening of live jazz at Kingwood
Country Club at 6 p.m. on May 19. The Concert on the Course will be open
to the public and will feature the musical talents of band
students, Humble ISD band directors and musicians from the
community. Admission is free, although a five-dollar donation
would be appreciated. Guests are encouraged to bring lawn
chairs or blankets. A silent auction will feature a collection of
gifts and services from area businesses.
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Educators from across the globe
will focus on Humble, Texas, when a
documentary film about student
achievement debuts this fall. The
film depicts Humble ISD’s Quest
High School as a model program that
other schools may want to emulate.

About 5,000 copies are expected
to be distributed by DVD to schools
and university teacher preparation
programs in North America, Europe
and Australia. The DVD also will be
shared with legislators and education
policymakers.

The Coalition of Essential
Schools, a national leader in public
education reform, is producing the
DVD. The Coalition of Essential
Schools strives to improve public
education by creating and sustaining
a network of personalized, equitable
and intellectually challenging
schools.

Quest High is among three
schools featured on the DVD. Boston
Arts Academy and The Met, Peace
Street Campus, in Providence, Rhode
Island, also are profiled in the film.

“At Quest, we’re looking
specifically at how the kids demon-
strate mastery through their senior
project,” said Eva Frank, director of
the Coalition of Essential Schools’
Essential Visions DVD Project.

Quest students are not assessed
by number grades. Instead, they are
evaluated by mastering the objectives
in the curriculum. Students graduate
by mastering all curriculum stan-
dards and by completing a semester-
long Senior Exhibition during their
last semester. The exhibition inte-
grates public speaking, the use of
technology and multimedia skills,
and in-depth research concerning a
modern day social issue. Some of the
issues that students have examined
include distorted perceptions of body
image, mental health and mental
illness and using natural resources

wisely.
To augment their

research, seniors
tackle the social issue
and create a social

Quest High subject of documentary on model schools

Quest High School senior Allison Butler discusses a Senior Exhibition

Project while being filmed by producer Alex Griswold and cameraman Clive

Grainger of the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics Science Media

Group.

action plan that is implemented and
sustainable. The exhibition, along
with the social action plan, is then
presented to educators, students,
parents, and community members.

Humble ISD opened Quest High
School in 1995. Housed in the
district’s Community Learning
Center on Timber Forest Drive,
Quest offers a choice to high school

students seeking a small school
environment. The Coalition named
Quest High as one of twenty mentor
schools across the country. All of the
schools on the DVD series are
mentor schools distinguished for
excellence in education.

The DVD is important, Frank
said, because schools have limited
travel budgets. “They can’t afford to

buy airplane tickets for 20 teachers
and send to them to Quest,” Frank
said. “We want to bring the work of
Quest’s amazing educators to the
attention of others across the
country.”

A professional development tool
kit, including work samples and
discussion questions, is being devel-
oped in a PDF document that is
downloadable from the DVD. The
DVD will premier at the Coalition’s
national conference in Chicago in
November.

Quest High School students
enjoyed several exciting days this
spring when they were filmed by the
professional documentary crew,
contracted by the Coalition from the
Harvard-Smithsonian Center for
Astrophysics Science Media Group.

“At first, I was a little nervous
because I wasn’t used to having a
camera so close,” Lilo Grove, Quest
High School senior, said.  “But after
you get used to it, you hardly notice
the camera. It was just like being
interviewed by a person, except every
now and then you would look up and
there would be a huge microphone on
a boom hovering over your head.”
Grove said she was happy to help
showcase Quest. “We want more
schools to be like ours,” she said.

Check us out on the Web!
You’ve heard from your neighbors and read in the news about the explo-
sive growth in our school district community, the construction of new
schools and the adoption of new educational opportunities. Now,
more than ever before, it’s important to stay connected to Humble
ISD and to your schools, and there’s no better way to do that than
by logging on to http://www.humble.k12.tx.us

➔ Want to take a peek inside the district’s newest high school?
➔ Want to find out more about the new International Baccalaureate program?
➔ Interested in reading about the boundaries for new schools?

You can find details about these subjects and much more by logging on to the district web site.
And while you’re there, sign up to receive email news and announcements!
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Fifth graders at 12 of Humble ISD’s elementary schools participated in a
six-week immersion into early American History, exploring the reasons why
the American Revolution took place.

Lessons involved history, language arts, math, science, art, music and
PE. Students kept 18th-century-style journals, created a Book of Heroes,
replicated the first natural history museum and more.  The unit concludes
with Patriots Day in which students live a day as a patriot in the American
Revolution.

A $22,000 grant from the Humble ISD Education Foundation allowed
the schools to purchase the “Why America is Free” curriculum, which
included textbooks, teacher materials and multimedia DVDs. The Humble

Fifth-graders relive early American history and culture

Ryan Kurtz of Maplebrook

Elementary School tries writing

with a quill.

Maplebrook Elementary School fifth-grader Chana Davis learns to use a

loom. Lessons at the 12 participating campuses involved history, language

arts, math, science, art, music and PE.

Lindsay Wood and Kinlee Slay churn

butter during Maplebrook Elementary

School’s Patriots Day.

ISD Education Foundation receives donations from individuals and businesses
to fund projects such as this one that schools could not afford to implement
with their regular budgets.

Merry Lobrecht, Humble ISD social studies coordinator, said the study of
U.S. history is essential to preserving American democracy.

“We cannot revere or be inspired to protect and improve that which we
do not know,” Lobrecht said. “The results of this curriculum show that stu-
dents change profoundly as they identify with their national history, develop
an understanding of its importance, develop self-respect and respect for
others, and realize that with freedom comes responsibility.”

High school students had the opportunity this spring to
sign up for the first district-wide Teen Summit on Race
Relations. The event was held at the Humble ISD Instruc-
tional Support Center, with approximately 100 students from
Humble, Kingwood and Quest participating.

Students watched a film about the Civil Rights Move-
ment and then met in smaller discussion groups. Students
who had already attended a city-wide teen summit facilitated
the discussions.

Talking about sensitive issues among peers helps pro-
mote understanding and tolerance, students said. A federal
grant supporting safe and drug-free schools provided funding
and local businesses donated food.

From left, Kingwood junior Lindsey Graves,

Kingwood freshman Lauren Gray and Humble

sophomore Michelle Synn were among the students

who enjoyed the Teen Summit on Race Relations.

Humble ISD Teen Summit on Race Relations a success
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How will people live in the future? What will our homes and workplaces
be like? Four Kingwood Middle School eighth-graders pondered that topic
this year. Their visionary thinking won them an expense–paid trip to Wash-
ington, D.C., and national acclaim.

The students competed in the Future City Competition held in Washing-
ton, D.C., and brought home fourth place in the nation.  Their trip was pro-
vided by Bentley Systems, Inc., a leading engineering software company.
EDS also was a major corporate sponsor.

For the contest, the students researched, imagined, designed and built a
city that might exist in the future. The Kingwood Middle School team located
their city underwater, near the Marshall Islands, and called it Ocean’s Spray.

“We predicted that land in the future will be overpopulated, so we
decided to go underwater,” Ramon Tarango, team member, said.

To plan their city, the students researched many topics. They learned
about desalination of sea water, pressurized domes, polymers, futuristic
transportation, sewage and energy systems, geography, weather patterns and
more. They could only spend $100 on building supplies according to contest
rules, so most of the city was made of recycled materials.

The Kingwood Middle School team was among just two teams from
Texas to advance to nationals. A total of 31 teams from throughout the United
States qualified for national competition.

At national contest, the Kingwood Middle team earned two special
awards in addition to fourth place: the People’s Choice Award and the Best
Manufacturing Zone Award.

Science teacher John Baron was the team’s sponsor and Tak Chai
Tamayo of United Space Alliance was the team’s engineering mentor. Baron
has taken teams to national contest four times in the last five years. Three of
the teams were from Atascocita Middle School and this year’s team was from
Kingwood Middle School.

“The kids showed great commitment and perseverance and were willing
to put an outstanding effort into every aspect of the competition,” Baron said.
“We’ve gotten incredible support from the school district and the community,
including from NASA, which provides engineering mentorship.”

Middle school students take top honors in engineering contest
Team member Monica Mancera found it a worthwhile way to spend her

time. “It was not an average after-school hobby,” Mancera said. “It was
unique.”

Kingwood Middle School eighth-graders Jessica Arias, Austin McCown,

Ramon Tarango and Monica Mancera placed fourth in the nation at Future

City Competition held in Washington, D.C.

     The students researched, imagined, designed and built a

model of a city, Ocean’s Spray, that could exist in the future.

Will your child be attending

Humble ISD in 2006-07,

but did not attend this year?

You can begin the enrollment process by going to https://
public.humble.k12.tx.us and registering online. After registering
online, print out the control number. You will complete the
process this summer
(typically in August) by
bringing required docu-
ments to your child’s
school.

Dates and times that
you can turn in the re-
quired documents will be
announced this summer in
the back-to-school edition
of this newsletter and
posted on the district
web site.
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Ha Bua Sono, Lesotho to
Houston. It’s nearly 9,500 miles from
the unpaved streets and clustered
huts of this landlocked African
kingdom to the manicured lawns and
gleaming highways of Texas. It’s a
long way from a country with an
average life expectancy of less than
40 and one of the highest rates of
HIV infection in the world.

Jennifer Orenic and her three
children know how far it is from Ha
Bua Sono to Houston. The family of
four has traveled that long way, with
love carrying them along.

Orenic, a special education
teacher at Kingwood High School,
first went to Africa in 1999 as a
Peace Corps volunteer. She worked
in Ha Bua Sono village at the
Kananelo Centre, a Catholic mission
school for the deaf and disabled; she
also organized HIV/AIDS education
programs.

At the school, Orenic met
Courtney Wheeler, a fellow Peace
Corps volunteer; Wheeler introduced
Orenic to Seeng, then five years old.
“I loved her as soon as I met her,”
Orenic says. She met Seeng’s broth-
ers, three-year-old twins Thekiso and
Theko, soon after.

The children’s parents were
alive, but their father had left the
family and moved to South Africa
and their mother had little involve-
ment in their lives. The children’s
grandmother, who had raised them,
was elderly and in poor health. Five-
year-old Seeng had taken over care
of the family, hauling water from the
well, picking corn in the fields,
washing clothes and watching her
brothers. “It was no life for them,”
Orenic says.

The children’s aunt, a Roman
Catholic nun, brought the children
and their grandmother to live with
her at the Ha Bua Sono mission.
Over the course of her first year in
Lesotho, Orenic grew increasingly
close to the kids. Then Orenic faced
an unexpected medical emergency
and was rushed to Washington, D.C.
for treatment.

“I ended up being home for
seven weeks, and I hadn’t even said
goodbye to the children,” Orenic
said. “My heart was just ripped open.
I couldn’t bear to be without those
kids. When I got back, I decided to

take some serious action about
adopting them.”

Little did she know how hard
adoption would be. It took a year of
wrangling with the I.N.S. and the
State Department before Orenic
would be able to bring her children
home. Orenic only received approval
to bring her kids home after the
personal intervention of then-
Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert.
In July 2002, Orenic finally flew
with her children to Chicago, where
they lived with her parents. In 2003,
the family moved to Houston.

Seeng, Thekiso George and
Theko Max (Orenic gave the boys
new middle names after their adop-
tion—they often go by George and
Max) adapted quickly to life in
America. Orenic had tried to prepare
them by trips to urban South Africa,

where they went to a shopping mall,
the movies and McDonalds. “They
got to see lots of people, electricity,
street lights, curbs on the streets,”
she said. “All of that was new. They
sucked it all right in.”

In the U.S., the children
picked up English quickly. It
helps, Orenic says, that they
love learning. “They’re all
doing well in school—they’re
hard workers.”

“These children are
something special,” said
Beverly Germann, extended
learning teacher at Elm Grove
Elementary, which the three
Orenic children attend.
Germann has Seeng in classes
and knows George and Max.
“They just take delight in
everything. Our kids can take
everything for granted—these
children do not.”

Germann recalls a presentation
Seeng did on life in Africa. “She
talked about the watering holes, and
how some were very dangerous and

sometimes children drowned,”
Germann said. “The other kids said,
but who watches them? And she said,
well, nobody. She painted a very
vivid picture.”

Germann feels the Orenic
children bring much to the school.
“As much as we have educated them,
they have educated us.”

Today the Orenic family is
settled in Houston. They remain
close to Wheeler, the volunteer who
introduced them; Wheeler also
teaches in Humble ISD, working at
Kingwood High School as a special
education transition coordinator.

Nevertheless, the family hopes
to travel back to Lesotho someday.

“There needs to be people going
back to Lesotho who can help em-
power and inspire people and make
positive changes there,” Orenic said.
“My hope is that someday they
would want to live in Lesotho and
make a positive difference there—
and that I would be right alongside
them.”

Even if she couldn’t return to
Lesotho with her children, Orenic
says she would “bless their desire to
live there.” “I would miss them like
crazy, but I would never say it’s not a
good idea to go back,” she says.

It’s a long way
from Houston to Ha
Bua Sono, but even
long distances can be
bridged with love.

KHS Special Education teacher builds bridges of love

Jennifer Orenic relaxes on the Elm Grove Elementary School playground

with her children, (from left) son Thekiso George Orenic, daughter Seeng

Orenic and son Theko Max Orenic. The children were born in Africa and

adopted by Orenic. They have been in the United States since 2002.
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Discipline is an important part of children’s upbringing, and it continues
to be important when they are teenagers. They still need discipline to feel safe
and secure while learning to live in society.

Parents often find it difficult to deal with their kids’ transition into
adulthood. The innocence of youth gives way to opinions – a lot of opinions.
You are no longer their guide, pointing out the lines that aren’t to be crossed.
They have reached the stage in their lives where finding those lines is their
responsibility, as is accepting the consequences of crossing them.

Growing Up
During adolescence, children move from being

dependent, where they look up to you and usually
want to please, to independent, where they want to
make their own decisions and think for themselves.
These changes can be hard for both you and your
teenager. Your children may seem temporarily to
reject your values, and it is easy to become frus-
trated and feel that you have lost your influence and
control.

Shouting, stubbornness, irrational behavior,
sulking, and crying can be expected from time to
time as adolescents “test out the waters,”  try new
ways of managing their lives, and deal with the ups and downs of teenage life.
Remember, this is a phase, just like the terrible twos.

New Rules
Some house rules, such as curfew and bedtime, are adjusted as kids get

older. Once they reach their teens, your children may feel that rules no longer
apply to them. Help them understand that you would expect the same from any-
one in your home. This is still, after all, your home. If you prefer not to have
others in and out of the house at random hours during the night, set reasonable
limits and stick to them.

Things to Do
• Build a relationship–Work on creating a positive relationship with your son

or daughter first.  No discipline will be successful without this foundation.
• Listen to their ideas–Take an interest in what is important to them.
• Set limits that stick–Work these out together so that they feel ownership.

Gradually remove the limits as teenagers prove they are dependable and
can take over the reins of their lives.

• Do your homework–Try to find out what rules other parents are setting.
Remember, if yours are too different, you will have more difficulty in
getting your teenager to cooperate.

• Understand individuality–What works for one young person might not
work for another.  Be mindful that limits for 13-year-olds are not suitable
for 15–year-olds.

• Think ahead–Don’t decide on rules in the middle of a crisis.
• Listen–Don’t react until you listen to what your teenager has to say.

Consequences
       Create a consequence that fits the broken rule. For ex-
ample, if they come home late, they have to come home earlier
next time.
       Only make consequences that you can follow through

Discipline strategies for parenting teenagers
with and remember.  Make sure they can be quickly completed, and then give
your teenagers a chance to try again.

Expect that things won’t always go according to plan; teenagers will test
the limits. Your approach will make a difference. Try to be reasonable and flex-
ible for special occasions such as school socials or special parties.

Remember, intentional failure on his or her part to adhere to established
house rules should be met with predetermined consequences.

Don’t Lose Your Cool
The way you handle broken rules is important.  If you lose your cool,

your teenagers will lose theirs.  Ask yourself how
important it is to win the battle.  Sometimes, the wisest
thing to do is simply walk away until cooler heads can
prevail.

      The hardest thing for parents to control can be the
desire to engage in a verbal tug-of-war with young
adults.  Regardless of how insistent your son or daugh-
ter is, do not allow yourself to be drawn into banter that
has nothing to offer.  Try to keep the tone reasonable
and respectful.  If your efforts fail, simply refuse to
engage in a conversation.  It may take several walk-outs
before they understand that you are not ignoring their

opinions; rather, you are avoiding unproductive conversation that can lead to
one or both parties taking offense.

Continually reminding your teenager of past mistakes is not helpful.  It is
important to give your teenager a chance to try again after a mistake.  Mis-
takes are how we all learn.  Don’t store up bad feelings from the last time
your teenager broke the rules.

If behavior seems to be getting out of control or there is violence, you
need to get support.  Contact your teenager’s school counselor or principal for
resources in your area.  Look after yourself.  Get support, talk to others, and
give yourself a break without feeling guilty.

Happy laughter and
family voices in the

home will keep more
kids off the streets at
night than the strictest

curfew.

Reprinted with permission from Insights for Parents, published by the

Texas Association of School Boards.

The fundamentals of good discipline include:

☛ Setting standards.

☞ Telling your teenager exactly what you expect. Don’t assume they
know.

☛ Applying standards consistently.

☞ Showing concern for your teenager’s self-esteem.

☛ Remembering that although their behavior may be unacceptable,
the child is still worthwhile.

☞ Remembering to say, “I love you.”
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Attendance areas established
for new elementary schools

The Board of Trustees has established attendance zones for two new
elementary schools that will open in August.

Eagle Springs Elementary School will serve students residing in the
Eagle Springs and Clayton’s Corner subdivisions. Middle school students in
Eagle Springs and Clayton’s Corner will attend Timberwood Middle School
and high school students will attend Atascocita High School.

Park Lakes Elementary School will serve students who live in Northbelt
Forest, Park Lakes, Sunset Ridge, Sunset Ridge West and Timber Hills.

Middle school students in these neighborhoods will attend Humble
Middle School and high school students will attend Humble High School.

The Board of Trustees announced attendance areas in 2004 for Atascocita
High School, which also opens in August. You can find an alphabetical listing
of all subdivisions and apartment complexes in Humble ISD matched with the
schools that serve them on the district web site at www.humble.k12.tx.us.

Humble ISD high school athletic teams
will be facing some new opponents next
year.  With the opening of Atascocita
High School, the Humble Wildcats and
the Kingwood Mustangs will be matched
against the Atascocita Eagles. The schools
also will face the Channelview Falcons,
who have moved up from 4A to 5A
competition due to increased enrollment.

The changes come as part of a UIL realignment. Every two years,
the UIL makes changes across the state in response to enrollment
figures, the addition of new campuses and
school districts’ requests. For 2006-2008,
schools with enrollment of 1,985 or more
will play in 5A competition.

Humble ISD was assigned to District
21-5A and will face schools from four
other school districts: Goose Creek CISD,
Beaumont ISD, Channelview ISD and Port
Arthur ISD. Spring ISD schools, which
Humble ISD faced the past two years, will be in a different UIL district.

Being in a UIL district with five school districts poses some admin-
istrative and scheduling challenges, but Humble ISD Athletic Director
Zoe Simpson said athletes should enjoy District 21-5A.

“It’s a very balanced district and
offers a lot of good competition in
multiple sports,” Simpson said.
“We’re looking forward to some
exciting match-ups.”

The realignment does not affect
middle school athletic contests be-
cause those schedules are determined
by another process.
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May 13 School Board election determines three positions
Three positions on the seven-member Humble ISD Board of Trustees

are up for election this year. All positions are for a three-year term. Board
members are volunteers who serve without pay.  On the ballot will be:
Trustee Position No. 1

Aaron B. Clevenson
Dan Huberty

Trustee Position No. 2
Murray Smith
Keith Lapeze
Robert Scarfo

Trustee Position No. 3  Bonnie Longnion

When and where to vote
Early Voting: Early voting for all precincts is available May 1-9 at the
Humble ISD Administration Building, 20200 Eastway Village Drive in
Humble, or at the Instructional Support Center, 4810 Magnolia Cove Drive
in Kingwood. Early voting hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday, and 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursday.

Election Day: Polls will be open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturday, May 13.
Precincts and voting locations are shown below:

✓ Precinct 108, 334, 598, 599, 776 – Administration Building, 20200
Eastway Village Drive, Humble

✓ Precinct 45, 83, 363, 380, 742, 799, 840, 841, 847 – North Belt El-
ementary, 8105 North Belt Drive, Humble

✓ Precinct 351, 388, 658, 659, 674  – Oaks Elementary, 5858 Upper
Lake Drive, Humble

✓ Precinct 199, 469 – Foster Elementary, 1800 Trailwood Village Drive,
Kingwood

✓ Precinct 340, 357, 590, 635, 636, 758 – Kingwood Middle School,
2407 Pine Terrace, Kingwood

✓ Precinct 459, 563, 612, 670, 760 – Creekwood Middle School, 3603
Lake Houston Parkway, Kingwood

How do I know my precinct number?
Your number is printed on your voter registration card. Or, you can

search by your name on the Harris County Tax Office website at
www.tax.co.harris.tx.us/voter/voter.asp

Honor Choir provides special opportunity
Humble ISD offers a special opportunity for children who enjoy singing.

Fifth-graders could audition for District Honor Choir. The choir was made up
of more than 90 children representing every elementary school in the district.
Rehearsals were held after school and two performances were given in April.
District Honor Choir allowed students to enrich their music education beyond
their regular music class.

Hard at work during rehearsal were (from left) Kinidy Beaulieu of

Woodland Hills Elementary School, Briana Bundage of Timbers Elementary

School and Diana Tamayo of Maplebrook Elementary School.
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