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Superintendent’s View

by Dr. Guy Sconzo

Board of Trustees Humble ISD

Humble Independent School District does not discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, 
sex or disability in providing education services. Janet 
Orth (281-641-8000) has been designated to coordinate 
compliance with the non-discrimination requirements 
of Title IX and compliance with the non-discrimination 
requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

Some homes not served by Humble ISD receive 
this newsletter as a result of postal routes cross-
ing over district lines. To save money, we must 
mail to an entire postal carrier route. 

On the Cover

The holiday season is almost 
here and what excitement it 
brings our students! We all have 
treasured memories of family 
and friends getting together. The 
smell of pies baking, roast turkey 
and ham, and the anticipation 
of surprises and presents are all 
part of the warm memories of my 
childhood. I hope and pray that 
this will be the case for every 
one of the 35,000 children in our 
schools.

One of the pleasures I enjoy 
most is seeing firsthand how our 
students, parents and staff reach 
out to those less fortunate to make 
their holidays happier. Toy, food 
and clothing drives abound in 
creative ways as we all experi-
ence the real joy and spirit of the 
holidays which is about giving 
back to our community and to 
the people in it. Students come to 

know that they can make a real 
difference in someone’s life. It 
makes the holidays brighter for 
those who give, as well as for 
those who receive. 

These kinds of community 
service projects go hand in hand 
with service-learning in Humble 
ISD. Service-learning as a com-
ponent of a young person’s edu-
cation is empowering. Students 
learn to work together as a team, 
to listen and communicate with 
each other, and to apply what 
they have learned in the class-
room for the benefit of others.

In this issue you will see 
service-learning projects in ac-
tion. For example, Kingwood 
High’s Spanish IV students work 
with bilingual kids at River Pines 
Elementary so that both groups 
get to practice their language 
skills. At Humble Elementary, a 
fourth grade class made and sold 
worm tea, a natural fertilizer and 
pesticide that is gentle on the 
environment. 

Our students come to us 
from a wide variety of back-
grounds and countries and they 
speak a wide variety of languages 
– 56 to be exact. We truly are an 
international community, but we 
are all part of one community in 
Humble ISD. I am thankful every 
day to live and work in a commu-
nity that values and supports its 
children the way this one does. It 
is a very special blessing. Happy 
Holidays!

Students participate in hands-on science. Left column, from top to bottom: Justin 
Abbott; Cali Thompson; and Hannah Long, all of Eagle Springs Elementary 
School. Bottom row, from left to right, Alexis Guevara; Jayla Allums, Justin 
Abbott, Tyler Ferguson and Shannon Pelfrey; and Bailey Lambert, all of Eagle 
Springs Elementary School. Center photo: Parker Blair, Morgan Mak, Mariah 
Diaz and LeAndrew Gaddie of Woodland Hills Elementary School.

Board of  Trustees President Daniel G. Huberty greets 
Kingwood Park HS Senior Class President Trevor 
Finnan. KPHS, which opened in 2007 with freshmen 
and sophomores, celebrates its first graduating
class this year - the Panthers Class of 2010.

Here We Grow Again...

From the Huberty Family to 
you, I wish everyone a happy and 
healthy holiday season. As a par-
ent, I watch my children grow and 
learn something new each day. My 
wife Janet and I feel blessed that 
we are able to send our kids to such 
a wonderful school district. The 
teachers and staff at their school do 
a great job every day.

As School Board President, 
I believe our staff works hard 
looking for ways to improve our 
children’s education, and we are 
excited about the prospects for the 
Class of 2010. With Kingwood 
Park graduating its first class, we 
will have five graduations in May.  

My position affords me a 
unique opportunity to 
spend time in the com-
munity. Often when I meet 
people, they share an idea 
about how to improve our 
schools or a general con-
cern about their children’s 
educational experience. 
However, the majority are 
happy with the state of our 
schools.

While everyone 
realizes that our area at-
tracts new growth and new 
homeowners every day, 
they may forget that with 
that growth comes new 
students. As we look back 
on the first few months of 
this school year, we are 

again facing a large jump in our 
enrollment. Our student population 
is approaching 35,000 students. It 
is clear that our schools continue 
to be a primary reason that people 
move to this area. We have added 
over 1,000 students since last 
year. Even though growth presents 
unique challenges, we have been 
able to manage that growth effi-
ciently. At the Board level, we want 
to be sure that we do everything we 
can to plan for that growth. This 
means continuing a vigorous build-
ing program. 

Even though the Legislature 
did not resolve our financial issues, 
our community support for our 
goals and objectives has been out-
standing. Thanks to everyone in our 
community and schools for your 
continuing support of children.

by Daniel G. Huberty
Board of Trustees President

Daniel G. Huberty, president
Keith Lapeze, vice president

Dr. Bonnie Longnion, secretary
Charles Cunningham, parliamentarian

Brent Engelage, member
Robert Scarfo, member
Dave Martin, member
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Remaining early release dates
Elementary Schools

Nov. 19, Dec. 18, Jan. 28, March 25, May 20, 
June 2
Classes are dismissed at the following times:
Pre-K morning session, 10 a.m.
Pre-K afternoon session and Grades K-5, 11:30 a.m.

Middle Schools
Dec. 17-18, June 1-2
Students will be taking final exams. Classes will dismiss at noon.

High Schools
Dates are listed below. Times will be announced by the schools.

AHS, HHS, KHS, KPHS and SCHS: Dec. 16-18, End of Year 
Finals, release times to be announced.

QHS: Dec. 17-18 and June 1-2

Make 
sure your 
calendar 
is right!

Thursday, April 1 will be 
a Student Holiday/Professional 
Growth Day.  Friday, April 2 will 
be the Good Friday Holiday. Class-
es will be held Monday, April 5.

Humble ISD revised its 2009-
2010 calendar in August because 
the Texas Education Agency 
changed TAKS testing dates. Make 
sure the calendar you use is correct. 

3

Graduation Dates for 2010 
Atascocita High School ..............................1 p.m., May 29, 2010, Reliant Stadium

Humble High School ................................10 a.m., May 29, 2010, Reliant Stadium 

Kingwood High School.........................7:30 p.m., May 29, 2010, Reliant Stadium 

Kingwood Park High School .....................4 p.m., May 29, 2010, Reliant Stadium 

Quest High School .............................. 7 p.m., June 1, 2010, Humble Civic Center

This 
Publication
won top 
honors in 
the state!

Texas Schools Public Relations Association 
Gold Star Award

Services for students 
with disabilities

Humble ISD is respon-
sible for identifying, locating and 
evaluating all children with dis-
abilities who are in need of special 
education and related services who 
reside and/or are located within 
the school district’s boundaries or 
attend a private school within the 
district’s boundaries, even if they 
are not district residents. 

Children who have a dis-
ability or who are suspected of 
having a disability may be referred 
to Humble ISD through one of the 
following means: 

• For children of district resi-
dents, who are school-age (3 to 
21), please contact the elemen-
tary, middle, or high school that 
serves your particular neighbor-
hood or location. 

•  For children of district residents 
who are below school-age (birth 
through 2 years old), please 
contact the Special Education 
Department at 281-641-8326 or 
one of the following ECI Agen-
cies:  
ECI Keep Pace Program at 281-
397-4000 (all areas excluding zip 
code 77044) 
ECI Bay Area Program at 281-
838-4477 (all areas with zip code 
area 77044)

• For children who are out of 
district but attending a private 
school within the district, please 
contact the Special Education 
Office at 281-641-8410. 

If you are unsure about which 
school would serve your neighbor-
hood or location, or if you are mak-
ing the referral during the summer, 
please call the Special Education 
Department at 281-641-8326. 

All referrals are confidential 
and the parent, legal guardian, or 
surrogate parent has the right to 
refuse services.

First Semester

Nov. 25-27 .....................Thanksgiving Holiday

Dec. 18 ......................... End First Semester

Dec. 21-Jan. 4 .................... Winter Holidays

Jan. 4 ................................... Student Holiday
Prof. Growth/Workday

Second Semester

Jan. 5 .................... Begin Second Semester

Jan. 18 .....................................MLK Holiday 

Feb. 15 ...............................Student Holiday
Prof. Growth/Workday

March 15-19 ....................... Spring Vacation

April 1 ..............................Student Holiday
Prof. Growth/Workday

April 2 ...................... Good Friday Holiday

May 31 ...................... Memorial Day Holiday

June 2 ............................ Last Day of School

June 3 .......................Prof. Growth/Workday

Have you received text messages from Humble ISD 
about emergency situations?  You can be a part of this 
communications network by establishing a free account.

How do I sign up?
 The system auto-

matically established 
accounts for many parents using data on file. To see if you have an 
account, click the Your Schools Insider icon on the district’s home page 
(www.humble.k12.tx.us) and log in using your email address. If the 
system recognizes your address but you don’t know your password, 
click the “I can’t log in” button and your password will be e-mailed to 
you. If your email address is not recognized, you don’t have an account. 
You can easily set one up by following the on-screen instructions.

Who can have an account?
 Anyone. Indicate if you are a parent or community member and the 

type of information you want to receive. Be sure to list your children’s 
schools in the “School Relationships” field to get news specifically 
related to those campuses.
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Elementary #26 built for hands-on learning

Science and math are more 
than subjects taught in school. 
They are powerful forces that shape 
how the universe works. 

This will be apparent when 
Humble ISD opens its 26th elemen-
tary campus in August. The school, 
not yet named, is under construc-
tion in the Eagle Springs subdivi-
sion on Valley Lodge Parkway. 

“One of the major principles 
for designing high performance 
schools is that the building be-
comes a tool of learning itself – not 
just a place to house kids,” Martha 
Buckner, Assistant Superintendent 
for Support Services, said.

With learning as the goal, 
the building includes “demonstra-
tion pieces” designed for hands-on 
lessons. Students will see math 
and science concepts at work in 
the building all around them.  Data 
collected through the tools will be 
accessible to students throughout 
Humble ISD via the district’s com-
puter network.

“This is exciting because 
Humble ISD’s vision for elemen-
tary science is wrapped up in this 
building,” Alison Pierce, Elemen-
tary Science Coordinator, said. 

“We’ll be building science literacy 
by taking concepts that can be 
abstract to students and making 
them concrete. They’re going to be 
able to see, feel, do and experience 
science all around them.”

Special features of the 
campus include:

•  Interactive kiosks  
 “These are touch-screen comput-

ers connected to the building’s 
systems,” Deborah Yocham, 
Humble ISD Director of Facility 
Planning and Construction, said. 
“Students, parents, teachers and 
staff will be able to walk up to 
a kiosk and call up information 
about electricity, gas or water 
usage. The information will be 
real-time, as well as historical.”

 Teachers will be able to use the 
information for a wide variety of 
mathematical exercises – ad-
dition and subtraction, graph-
ing, word problems and more. 
Students will be able to compare 
and contrast energy efficiencies. 
They will see how technology 
can boost efficiency.

 “It will be real,” Yocham said. 
“It’s not a story in a book. It’s not 
a picture in a book. When you 
can bring learning to the tangible 
level, it’s most effective.”

•  Rainwater collection and solar 
panels

 Runoff from the roof will be col-
lected into a cistern and used for 
the student garden irrigation.

 Solar panels will convert the 
sun’s energy into electricity that 
powers a computer in the library. 

•  Waste management systems 
that emphasize recycling

 The campus includes a decom-
poser and pulper. The machines 
convert food waste and other 
recyclable materials into mulch. 
The mulch will enhance school 
grounds, and with less waste the 
district won’t be paying as much 
for garbage collection.

Humble ISD’s 26th elementary campus will be a two-story, 113,895 square foot 
building designed to serve 950 students. Architectural rendering by PBK.

Interactive kiosks with real-time and historical data about the building’s energy 
usage will be located in the school’s main corridor. The kiosks can be used 
for math and science lessons, allowing students to experience the connection 
between academic concepts and the real world.  The district’s network will make 
the data accessible to students throughout Humble ISD. Architectural rendering 
by PBK.

Elementary #26 is being built 
to the criteria for LEED (Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmen-
tal Design) certification. LEED 
certification is recognition that a 
construction project was attained 
utilizing environmentally-friendly 
building practices. The campus 
also is being designed for CHPS 
verification (Collaborative for High 
Performance Schools).

District officials know of 
no other school in Texas that has 
achieved both high standards. 
“We’re calling it a double major,” 
Buckner said. “This campus will 
become a prototype for other dis-
tricts and bring a wealth of recogni-
tion to Humble ISD as a leader in 
sustainable and high-performance 
building practices.” 

The two-story, 113,895 
square foot building is designed to 
serve 950 students in PreK through 
grade 5. 
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 A groundbreaking ceremony was held in September for Elementary 
#26. Pictured (from left) are Tellepsen Builders Chairman/CEO Howard 
Tellepsen; Assistant Superintendent for Support Services Martha Buckner; 
School Board Member Brent M. Engelage; School Board President Daniel 
G. Huberty; School Board Member Robert Scarfo; PBK Partner Irene Ni-
gaglioni; School Board Parliamentarian Charles Cunningham; and Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. Guy Sconzo. 

The new school is needed to prevent overcrowding as newer neigh-
borhoods continue to develop in the southern portion of Humble ISD. 
Elementary #26 will be the second campus in the Eagle Springs subdivi-
sion. The first, Eagle Springs Elementary, opened in 2006. Originally 
constructed to house 750 students, it is currently serving 1,050 students 
this year with the addition of portable classrooms. 
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Humble ISD Trustees Robert Scarfo, Brent Engelage and Dave Martin check out the 
Lakeshore Elementary School library with kindergarten student Isabelle Grusnick and 
first grader Jacob Grusnick during the Lakeshore Elementary School Ribbon Cutting 
and Community Building Tour. Lakeshore Elementary is Humble ISD's 25th elementary 
campus.

School board trustees, Humble Area Chamber of Commerce representatives, 
representatives of PBK architects and Gilbane construction, administrators and students 
celebrated the opening of Summer Creek High School with an official ribbon cutting 
ceremony. Summer Creek High School is Humble ISD’s sixth high school. The school is 
serving more than 800 ninth and tenth graders this year. The first commencement will be 
in 2012, when this year’s sophomores will graduate.

Did you know?
Humble ISD enrolls about 34,900 students.
This is over 1,000 students more than last year.

Another groundbreaking...
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 Worms can be super ef-
fective teachers. Just ask Humble 
Elementary School teacher Emily 
Smith Joiner. Her class of fourth 
graders engaged in a service-learn-
ing project last spring making and 
selling worm tea, a natural fertilizer 
and pesticide that is gentle on the 
environment.

The project helped students 
learn math. The kids figured the 
area and perimeter of the worm 
yard, measured supplies, and 
calculated profit margins. They 
learned about science topics like 
composting and botany. They 
practiced writing, authoring non-
fiction, informational articles about 
worms as well as marketing skits 
to promote their worm tea product. 
Social studies tied in as students 
engaged in the free 
enterprise system. 

But most im-
pressive was how 
the students grew 
and matured.  “The 
kids really learned 
how to listen to 
each other, work 
with one another 
and appreciate each 
other,” Joiner said. “It changed 
their behaviors.” 

Educators say these positive 
results are typical with service-
learning. Service-learning is a 
powerful instructional strategy 
through which young people learn 
and develop by designing, organiz-
ing and participating in meaningful 
service experiences.

It goes beyond community 
service: Service-learning is inte-
grated into the students’ academic 
curriculum; provides structured 
time for thinking, writing and talk-
ing about what is seen and done in 
the service-learning process; and 
allows students to apply new aca-
demic knowledge and skills in real 

life situations.
Humble ISD supports ser-

vice-learning. Humble ISD has 
received a total of $900,000 since 
2000 in grant funding from Learn 
and Serve America, a program of 
the Corporation for National and 
Community Service. Last school 
year alone, more than 12,000 
Humble ISD students participated 
in service-learning.

“Under Dr. Sconzo’s leader-
ship, Humble ISD has maintained 
a strong commitment to service-
learning even in the midst of bud-
getary challenges,” John Spence, 
Director of the Texas Center for 
Service-Learning, said. “Service-
learning produces the kind of 
results the district is looking for in 
its students; namely, connection to 

school, engage-
ment with the 
community, team-
work and problem-
solving skills, and 
a commitment to 
making a differ-
ence.”    

Examples of 
service-learning 
projects under-

taken in Humble ISD include:
Creekwood Middle School 

hosted a national tour of veterans’ 
portraits, raising approximately 
$17,000 to restore a World War 
I Memorial. Students researched 
and trained to present the lives of 
veterans in the portraits for exhibit 
visitors. Classroom connections 
included stages of war, influenza, 
poetry of the era, and genealogy 
of student families to see if their 
relatives served. Schools through-
out Humble ISD participated in the 
community exhibit at the Humble 
Civic Center.

Many Atascocita High School 
courses incorporate cross-age 
tutoring. Cross-age tutoring is 

when high school students learn an 
academic skill, and then teach the 
skill to younger students. For 
example, Spanish II students author 
and illustrate children’s books in 
the Spanish language for bilingual 
and Spanish Immersion elementary 
students.  The AHS high school 
dance classes teach elementary 
students a dance unit in PE. The 
high school AVID students host a 
Middle School Leadership Work-
shop where they teach study skills 
including how to take Cornell 
notes.  This year, AHS freshmen 

Humble ISD committed to service-learning

math students are participating in 
an after-school program to first 
study, and then teach, math con-
cepts to middle school students 
who need extra help. 

Spanish IV students at King-
wood High School formed a part-
nership with bilingual students at 
River Pines Elementary School that 
allowed both groups of students to 
practice their language skills and 
learn about different customs and 
traditions. The four month part-
nership included pen pal letters, a 
video conference, and in-person 

“The kids really 
learned how to listen 
to each other, work 

with one another 
and appreciate each 

other. It changed 
their behaviors.” 

Creekwood Middle eighth graders Seth Whitt, Katie Morrison and Hannah 
Plagens traveled to West Virginia last spring to present a check to the last living 
veteran of WWI, Frank Buckles, for the restoration of the WWI Memorial. 
Humble ISD schools raised about $17,000 for the memorial’s restoration through 
a service-learning project initiated by Creekwood Middle School.
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cultural activities. The Kingwood 
High students studying Spanish 
wrote to the elementary students 
in Spanish, while the elementary 
students wrote to the high school 
students in English.

Quest High 
School seniors 
developed a 
website for Teeter 
Totter Village, a 
non-profit child 
development cen-
ter that provides a 
program designed 
to counteract the 
adverse effects of 
parental incarcera-
tion on children’s 
development. 

Special 
education students 
at Kingwood Park High School 
counted, charted, and graphed 
money in their math classes that 
had been donated by the school 
community for Hurricane Ike relief. 
The donations funded gift cards for 
families in need.

These are just a sampling of 
service-learning activities.

An Humble ISD Service 

Learning Board helps provide 
structure and vision to support 
service-learning in the district. Be-
yond the district board, high school 
campus service-learning coordina-
tors lead their own boards involv-

ing elementary, 
middle and high 
school teachers as 
well as students.

“This is about 
a movement to 
bring real-world, 
experiential learn-
ing to students 
because we know 
that’s what is 
most engaging,” 
Kim Huseman, 
Quest High School 
Service-Learning 
facilitator and 

Service-Learning Board chair, said. 
Grant funding helps to pay for 

transporting students to off cam-
pus locations where they engage 
in service-learning as well as train 
teachers on how to successfully 
incorporate it into their curriculum. 
Last summer, Humble ISD sent 38 
educators to the Texas Center for 
Service-Learning Summer Institute. 

“The more relevant we make 
learning, the more effective it 
is,” Huseman said. “But service-
learning is not just good for kids; 
it’s valuable to the instructor. 
The teacher sees new talents and 
strengths in students because the 

students are not just sitting behind 
a desk. Kids see the teacher as a 
learner, too. It brings that class 
closer together. It’s so important as 
part of the learning process for kids 
to feel comfortable and valued in a 
classroom.” 

Micaela Canales, a Quest 
High School sophomore, has loved 
her service-learning experiences. 
All Quest students participate in 
off campus service-learning on 
Wednesday mornings. Last year, 
Micaela was a teacher assistant 
in a bilingual kindergarten class. 
This year, she visits a retirement 
home working with the seniors in 
exercise classes, group singing and 
socializing.

“I really enjoy it, and I know 
it’s made me a better person,” 
Micaela said. “It shows you how 
you can make a difference: Even 
though I’m just a tenth grader, I can 
mean something to someone in the 
community.” 

For more information on ser-
vice learning, please visit www.
txcsl.org or www.learnandserve.gov. 

Humble ISD Trustee Dave Martin suggested a Board vs. Faculty basketball game in support of service-learning. Ticket 
proceeds benefitted restoration of the WWI Memorial–a project in which many Humble ISD schools participated. The WWI 
Memorial Warriors (mostly Creekwood Middle and Riverwood Middle faculty) played the Sconzo Stallions before a crowded 
house in the Kingwood High School gym.

It goes beyond 
community service: 

Service-learning is inte-
grated into the students’ 
academic curriculum; 

provides structured time 
for thinking, writing and 
talking about what is seen 
and done in the service-
learning process; and al-

lows students to apply new 
academic knowledge and 

skills in real life situations. Atascocita High School’s Theater Department participates in service-learning 
through an annual children’s production. Pictured are AHS cast members (back 
row, from left) Alicia Reece, Tyler Swensen, Alexandria Rodriguez, Ashton Muniz, 
Kamille Jemison, and (front row, from left) Andrea Castaneda, with Timbers 
Elementary students Brennen Roubique, Justin Culver, and Camryn Helmcamp.
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PBK Architects

Q. If I get the flu, will I know for sure 
     whether it was H1N1?

A. Possibly not. Tests performed in doctor’s offices determine if flu is type 
A, B, or C. Further testing is required to determine the subtype (such 
as H1N1). The health department is no longer routinely performing 
subtype testing. Doctors are not recommending subtype testing. This is 
because the treatment for H1N1 is the same as any other type of flu.

Q. If my child gets sick, what type of information do I need to share 
with the school?

A. Parents are asked to notify the school when a student is ill and to indi-
cate the child’s symptoms. Weekly absence reports are sent to the Har-
ris County Department of Public Health and Environmental Services so 
that health officials may respond to areas of concern.

Q. What is the treatment for flu?
A. Antiviral medications, prescribed by doctors, work best when started 

within the first two days of getting sick. For most people, flu treatment 

Flu -- especially flu caused 
by the H1N1 virus -- easily 
spreads from person to person. 
Therefore, we are taking steps 
to reduce the spread of flu in 
Humble ISD. Unlike last year, 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) and state 
health officials are recommend-
ing that schools not immediate-

ly close as cases of HIN1 emerge. Their guidance is based upon the latest 
research about H1N1 and its severity, as well as the need to balance risks 
of illness with the benefits of keeping students in school. Medical officials 
advise that, rather than immediately close schools, precautions be taken to 
limit the spread of illness.

In Humble ISD, some of the precautions include:
3 Hand washing – Teachers are encouraged to provide hand washing 

opportunities for students. Hand sanitizer is being made available on 
campuses in various forms. 

3 Coughing and sneezing etiquette – Students and staff have been taught 
the proper procedure. Your child may notice posters on campus, view a 
PowerPoint presentation or receive a lesson from a school nurse.

3 Fever – Students with a fever of 100 degrees or more will be sent home. 

3 Vaccines – Flu vaccines are encouraged for students and staff. 

What is Humble ISD doing in response to H1N1?
3  Surveillance- Parents are asked to notify the school when a student 

is ill and to indicate the child’s symptoms. School districts in Harris 
County send weekly absence reports to the Harris County Department 
of Public Health and Environmental Services so that health officials 
may respond to areas of concern.

What parents can do:
• Teach your children to wash their hands often with soap and water or an 

alcohol-based hand rub. You set a good example by doing this yourself.

• Teach your children not to share personal items like drinks, food or 
utensils, and to cover their coughs and sneezes with tissues. Use the 
crook of the elbow, arm or sleeve, instead of the hand, to cover a cough 
or sneeze when a tissue is unavailable.

• Know the signs and symptoms of the flu. Symptoms of the flu include 
fever (100 degrees Fahrenheit, 37.8 degrees Celsius or greater), cough, 
sore throat, a runny or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, and feeling 
very tired. Some people may also vomit or have diarrhea.

• Keep sick children at home for at least 24 hours after they are fever free. 
This should be determined without the use of fever-reducing medica-
tions, such as ibuprofen and acetaminophen. Do not use aspirin with 
children or teenagers as it can cause Reye’s Syndrome, a potentially 
life-threatening illness. 

• Do not send children to school if they are sick. Any children who are 
determined to be sick while at school will be 
sent home. 

involves being isolated from oth-
ers to prevent its spread, monitor-
ing fever and treating appropriate-
ly for age, adequate fluid intake, 
and rest. Patients should remain 
at home for at least 24 hours after 
they are fever free. This should 
be determined without the use of fever-reducing medication, such as 
ibuprofen and acetaminophen. Do not use aspirin with children or teen-
agers as it can cause Reye’s Syndrome, a potentially life-threatening 
illness. People at high risk (underlying medical conditions, neurode-
velopment issues, pregnant, etc.) for complications from the flu should 
contact their health care provider.

Q. How can I prevent the flu?
A. Frequent hand washing, coughing and sneezing into your elbow or sleeve, 

receiving flu vaccines, self-isolating when sick, and maintaining a social 
distance of five feet when possible, all help prevent flu and its spread. 

FAQ’s about flu



Your SCHOOLS           November 09

Humble Independent School District   •   www.humble.k12.tx.us

9
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Call: 281-962-4390 or

Email: Info@steepCreekMedia.com

advertise at turner stadium...
on the scoreboard or

sponsor an Event night!Get On the Bus!
advertisements as low as $175 a month!

Other Advertising Opportunities Are Available

hOustOn AstrOs Are On the Bus!

How many students in Humble 
ISD are bused to school? 

The Humble Independent 
School District Transportation 
Department transports more than 
12,000 students a day to and from 
school and to many extra activities. 
The school district’s fleet includes 
about 170 buses.

Safety is always a transportation 
issue and focus. How does Hum-
ble ISD promote transportation 
safety? 

Our constant concern is the 
safety of each and every student.  
Consistent application of bus 
stop assignments help our drivers 
know that students are loading and 
unloading and where they are sup-
posed to be.  Assigned seating is 
one of many ways drivers monitor 
the safety of students.  

All Humble ISD drivers 
received training to become “First 
Observers.”   This Department 
of Homeland Security program 
emphasized driver awareness of 
vehicles and individuals to assist in 
stopping terrorist or other criminal 
activity.  Humble ISD is one of the 
first school districts in the state to 
have completed this training.

What can parents do to help?
Safety can never be taken for 

granted. There is no safer means 
for a child to be delivered to school 
than on a school bus.  There is no 
safer bus stop than one where a 
parent or other adult offers supervi-
sion for the children in a neighbor-
hood. Parents and students can be 
proactive about safety by taking 
time to learn who other families 
with children are in their communi-
ty. Designate a safe house near the 

Education starts with a safe ride to school

bus stop. When possible, students 
should walk together to the bus 
stop and home.  Try to arrive at the 
bus stop no more than 10 minutes 
before the scheduled pick up time.

What is the usual walking dis-
tance for a student who rides a 
bus?

Eligible bus riders are collect-
ed from over 3,000 neighborhood 
bus stops located throughout the 
93 square mile Humble ISD. The 
maximum walk to stop distance is 
440 yards (1/4 mile) for elementary 
students and 880 yards (1/2 mile) 
for secondary students.  Some 

exceptions do occur. This usually 
is related to policies prohibiting 
bus service on private property 
or where buses cannot maneuver 
safely.

Why is bus service only provided 
for those who live two miles or 
more from school? 

The State of Texas does 
not reimburse school districts for 
service inside the two mile limit. 
Humble ISD provides bus service 
within the two mile limit only if 
a hazardous condition exists as 
defined in its Board Policy, and in 
some special education cases.
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Kingwood Park High School senior Thad Fleming 
is a National Merit Semifinalist.

Congratulations to National Merit Honorees

Atascocita High School seniors (top row, from left) Zachary Adams, Kinsey Cline, 
Connor Konz, (front row, from left) Ariana Poindexter and Britanny Sherrill are 
National Merit Commended Students, and Paul Osabebe and Warren Geary are 
honorees in the National Achievement Scholarship Program. 

Humble High School senior 
Henry “Hank” Koebler, pictured 
with HHS Principal Charles 
Ned, is a National Merit 
Semifinalist.

Kingwood High School seniors 
(top row, from left) Andrew Ayala, 

Catherine Cunningham, Brian 
Reid, Trent Scott and (front row, 
from left) Jeff Sparks, Rosemary 
Steup and David Stevenson are 

National Merit Semifinalists.

Kingwood High School seniors honored as 
National Merit Commended Students are 

(top row, from left) Nakita Campell, Monica 
Castellanos, Victoria Cheng, Molly Chiu, Jorge 

Cotte and (front row, from left) CC Coyle, 
Mallory Hood, Andy McMahon, Emily Neie, 

Cameron Purgahn and Alex Suarez. Not pictured 
were Ethan Mansur and Peter Vannauker.

Quest High School senior Julian Gonzalez, pictured with 
Superintendent Dr. Guy Sconzo (left) and Quest Principal 
Kim Klepcyk (right), was honored as a National Hispanic 
Recognition Program Scholar.

Kingwood Park High School senior Larla 
Brown was named an honoree in the National 
Achievement Scholarship Program.

Kingwood High School seniors honored through the National Hispanic Recognition 
Program are (from left) Andrew Ayala, Nakita Campbell, Monica Castellanos, Chelsea 
Cornejo, Jorge Cotte and Eric Lucha. Not pictured were Courtney Cavazos and Sergio 
Legorreta. 
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Fifth-graders Parker Blair, Morgan Mak, Mariah Diaz and Leandrew Gaddie 
of Woodland Hills Elementary School work with Ecobots. 
Ecobots helps 
students develop 
science, math 
and teamwork 
skills. Waste 
Management’s 
donation will 
allow the Ecobots 
program to 
expand to all 
Humble ISD 
elementary 
schools. 

11

Waste Management pledged 
$450,000 to the Humble ISD Edu-
cation Foundation to establish the 
Glenn Masterson Endowed Chairs 
for Elementary Science Educa tion. 
The donation will fund Science En-
dowed Chair posi tions to serve four 
Humble ISD elementary schools to 
advance science instruction, appli-
cation and achievement.

“This is history in the mak-
ing,” Humble ISD Super intendent 
Dr. Guy Sconzo said. “While uni-
versities have a long tradition of en-
dowed chair positions, it’s unheard 
of for public school districts. This is 
a first for Humble ISD and we are 
thrilled to enhance students’ science 
education thanks to Waste Manage-
ment’s generosity.”

The role of the Endowed 
Chair positions will be to provide 
hands-on, researched-based learning 
experiences for the four elemen tary 
schools in three major instructional 
areas–earth, physical and life sci-
ence. The endowed chairs will work 
with students at Fall Creek, North 
Belt, Park Lakes and River Pines 
elementary schools. These campus-
es are located near Waste Manage-
ment’s Atascocita Landfill.

Lisa Doughty, Public Affairs 
Manager for Waste Man agement, 

said the company conducts a 
community survey in neighbor-
hoods near its facilities to gauge 
the concerns of local residents. 
The Atascocita survey shows that 
children are local residents’ top 
priority. “What better way to show 
our continued support for the com-
munity than to be in volved with 
what’s most important to them – 
their children,” Doughty said.

The endowed chairs were 
named in honor of Glenn Master-
son, a Waste Management em-
ployee for over 27 years. Glenn has 
been a community partner in the 
Humble area since 1982 when the 
landfill first opened its doors.

One of the first hands-on sci-
ence learning experi ences that this 
will allow students to ex perience is 
Ecobots. Through Ecobots, stu-
dents work in teams to build and 
program a robot that will accom-
plish a pre-specified green task. 
There is a city-wide competition 
in which teams demonstrate their 
researched based findings and solu-
tions. Ecobots allows students to 
experience the processes of engi-
neering, computer pro gramming, 
product market ing and academic 
competi tion. It also teaches skills 
such as working well with oth-

ers, time manage ment and think-
ing outside the box. The Ecobots 
program will benefit the four 
targeted schools, as well as Humble 
ISD’s other elementary campuses, 
because the donation will allow 
the district to implement Ecobots 
district-wide.

“Having the availability of 
endowed chairs who can lead this 
and other focused learning experi-
ences, as well as gather, analyze 
and report data as evidence of the 
positive impact of student learning, 
will set Humble ISD apart from 
other districts and put us in the 
forefront for elementary sci ence 
instruction,” Dr. Karen Perkins, 
Humble ISD Execu tive Director 
for Community Development, said. 
“We appre ciate Waste Manage-
ment’s vision as an innovative, 
corporate community partner. This 
gift will influence science instruc-
tion for students in Humble ISD for 
many years to come.”

Waste Management is the 
leading provider of comprehen-
sive waste management services 
in North America, including the 
Atascocita Landfill, which serves 

Waste Management pledges $450,000 
to establish endowed chairs for elementary science education

residents in Northeast Houston. 
Its subsidiaries pro vide collection, 
transfer, recycling and resource 
recovery, and disposal services. 
Waste Management is also a lead-
ing developer, operator and owner 
of waste-to-energy and land fill gas-
to-energy facilities in the United 
States. Its customers include resi-
dential, commercial, industrial, and 
municipal customers throughout 
North America. For more informa-
tion about Waste Management, 
visit wm.com or ThinkGreen.com.

Dr. Guy Sconzo, Waste Management (WM) Market Area Plan ning Manager 
Chuck Rivette, Landfill District Manager Gordon Spradley, School Board 
President Daniel G. Huberty, WM Direc tor of Government Affairs Glenn 
Masterson, Rosalie Master son, School Board Vice President Keith Lapeze, WM 
Area Vice President Don Smith, and WM Public Affairs Manager Lisa Doughty 
display a $450,000 check to the Humble ISD Education Foundation to establish 
the Glenn Masterson Endowed Chairs for Elementary Science Education.

School Board President Daniel G. 
Huberty greets Glenn Masterson after 
Waste Management pledged $450,000 
to establish the Endowed Chairs for 
Elementary Science Education.

Humble Independent School District   •   www.humble.k12.tx.us
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umble I.S.D.the Vision of
We envision schools where students and staff are enthusiastically engaged in learning 

within local and virtual environments. We see schools that encourage collaboration and 
cultivate a sense of belonging. We see learning standards that are rigorous and relevant. 

We see learning standards that inspire creativity and problem solving. 
Ultimately, we see schools that prepare students for many paths and that empower them

with skills to successfully live in a rapidly changing world.
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•  18 areas at the Exemplary Level  
(90 percent of students passing)

•  6 areas at the Recognized Level  
(75 percent of students passing)

•  1 at the Acceptable Level  
(percent of students passing for acceptable varies 
by subject; Range is 50 to 70 percent)

•  Sixteen schools received an Exemplary rating 
and nine schools received a Recognized rating. 
Fourteen schools earned higher ratings in 2009 
compared to 2008.

Humble ISD students score well on TAKS
TAKS performance measured by the state HISD test results

Reading/ELA

All Students Exemplary
African American Exemplary
Hispanic Exemplary
White Exemplary
Economically Disadvantaged Exemplary

Writing

All Students Exemplary
African American Exemplary
Hispanic Exemplary
White Exemplary
Economically Disadvantaged Exemplary

Social Studies

All Students Exemplary
African American Exemplary
Hispanic Exemplary
White Exemplary
Economically Disadvantaged Exemplary

Mathematics

All Students Exemplary
African American Recognized
Hispanic Recognized
White Exemplary
Economically Disadvantaged Recognized

Science

All Students Recognized
African American Recognized
Hispanic Recognized
White Exemplary
Economically Disadvantaged Acceptable

The state records students’ 
TAKS performance in 25 areas. 

Humble ISD results were:

Adopted by the Board of Trustees 
July 2009


	Cover photos
	Cover caption

	Superintendent's message
	Board President's message
	Is your calendar right?
	News network
	Services for Disabilities
	Early Release Dates
	Graduation Dates & Times
	Elementary #26
	Groundbreaking photo
	Student Enrollment Chart
	Board Members at LSE
	SCHS Ribbon Cutting
	Service-Learning in HISD
	What about H1N1?
	FAQ's about Flu
	A Safe Ride to School
	National Merit Honorees
	$450,000 for endowed chairs
	Students score well-TAKS
	HISD Vision



