
NAME:            PERIOD:    

   

LORD OF THE FLIES STUDY PACKET  

 
DIRECTIONS: For each question you must provide a reasonable answer AND the page number 
you found the answer on.  Answer ALL parts of the question.  

 

CHAPTER 1&2 

1. How did the boys happen to come to the island? 

 

2. What do the boys have that is the symbol of authority in the society they form?  How does it work? 

 

 

3. Why does Jack hesitate when he lifts his knife to kill the piglet, and what does he promise will happen next 
time he meets a pig?  What do both of these actions say about Jack’s character? 

 

4. How and why do the boys make fire?  What is this a symbol of? 

 

5. How does Simon defend Piggy?  How does this help evolve Simon’s character? 

 

6. Why does the boys' plan for rescue fail? 

 

7. What does Piggy say they should have done before starting a fire?  How does Piggy’s intellect help to 
characterize him? 

 

 

CHAPTER 3&4 

1. Although Ralph criticizes the boys for their lack of cooperation, does he bear some of the responsibility for 
the failures of the group to achieve its goals? What do his actions or lack of say about his character? 

 

2. There are two reasons why Ralph thinks it is really important to have shelter.  What are they? 

 

3. How has Jack's character developed during his stay on the island?    What are his thoughts on rescue? 

 

4. What do the first two paragraphs of chapter four describe?  How is this description important symbolically 

to the story? 

 

5. After Maurice and Roger destroy the littluns' sand castles, Roger stalks the young boy named Henry. When 
he begins to throw stones, why does he just throw them near him instead of directly at him?  What does this 
symbolize about Roger’s character?   

 

 



 

6. What causes the hunters, who had promised to keep the fire burning, to neglect it and allow it to go out?  
How does Ralph react?  What does their action symbolize? 

 

7. What do the boys chant upon their return?  Later, what does Maurice pretend to be?  How do these actions 
portray a difference in the characterization of the boys? 

 

 

8. What happens to Piggy after he yells at Jack for letting the fire go out?  Who is the authoritative figure now? 

 

9. Who gives Piggy his piece of meat?  What does this action suggest about this character? 

 

10. Why does Jack paint his face?  How does this contribute to his character transformation? 

 

 

CHAPTERS 5 & 6 

1. How does the author show us that Ralph is finally beginning to face the realities of their existence?   

 

2. What does Ralph realize a chief needs to be able to do?  What are the characterizations of a good chief? 

 
 

3. What are three of Ralph’s concerns that he brings up at the assembly?  What is the last thing he tries to 
talk about before losing control? 

 

4. Compare Ralph's treatment of the littluns with Jack's.    What do these treatments reveal about their two 
characters? 

        Ralph  

 

        Jack  

 

4. What is Simon saying when he thinks the "beast" may be inside the boys themselves?  How is this 
symbolic? 

 

5. Why does Ralph not blow the conch?  Why is Piggy afraid of Ralph giving up control?  How is this 
symbolic?  Does it begin to develop a theme throughout the novel? 

 
 

6. When Jack follows Ralph up the rocks, what does he think the castle rock would be good for?  Again, how 
is Jack’s transformation continuing to unfold through this scene? 

 

 

CHAPTER 7 & 8 

1. How does Ralph react when a boar comes charging down the path? 

 



 

2. What did the boys see on the mountain top? 

 

 

3. Why is the action of the story increasingly taking place in the near darkness or in the deep night when only 
the moon and stars give a little light?  What does this symbolize? 

 

 

4. How does Ralph’s fading confidence in himself show in his words and actions?  What is happening to his 
character? 

 

5. Jack suggests a way to keep the beast happy. What is it? 

 
 

6. Describe Simon’s strange encounter with the Lord of the Flies. 

 

7. Who or what is the Lord of the Flies?  What is it a symbol of? 

 
 

CHAPTER 9 

1. How the chapter 9 title indicate a major theme? 

 

2. What does Simon find on the mountain? What is it symbolic of?   

 
 

3. What does Jack say about the conch?  What theme does this represent? 

 

4. What is the chant now and how has it changed from previous chapters?  How does the new chant change 
the characterization of the boys?  

 
 

5. What does Simon try to tell the boys? 

 

6. Why do the boys kill Simon? What previous scene helps make this one more believable? 

 

7. With the murder of Simon, what is completely stripped away from the boys and the island?  

 
 

8. What happens to the man on the parachute?  What does the loss of this symbol mean? 

 

9. What events does the violent storm at the end of chapter 9 symbolize? 

 
 

 

CHAPTER 10 

1. How does Jack characterize Ralph to the other boys?  

 



2. What happens to the symbols of the conch and Piggy’s glasses and their meanings?   

 

3. How does Jack’s newly found power change the island and the boys? 

 

4. What has happened to the morals society instilled in each of the boys, especially after Simon’s death?  

 
 

5. What conflict is developed between Ralph and Piggy dealing with Simon? 

 

CHAPTER 11 

1. Although it is totally ineffective, what does Piggy urge Ralph to do?   

 

2. What reason does Piggy say he is going to give Jack for why he should give him back his glasses?    

 
 

3. What does Piggy suggest they can do with their hair?  What is Ralph’s response to this suggestion?  How 
does this affect the development of their characters? 

 

 

 

4. What does Roger do to the twins when they first arrive at the Castle Rock?  How is Roger characterized 

now? 

 
 

5. What does Ralph call Jack that angers him?  What happens in response to Ralph calling Jack this name?  
What conflict does this create? 

 

6. What happens to Samneric?   

 

7. What happens to Piggy?   

 

8. What happens to Ralph?   

 
 

CHAPTER 12 

1. How is it ironic that a “fire” lures rescuers to the island? 

 

2. What symbol brings the boys back to civilization? 

 
 

3. What theme is evident through the words from the naval officer at the end of the novel? 

 

4. How is it ironic that Ralph weeps tears of grief instead of tears of joy? 

 
 

5. What themes are related to the fact that “life will never be the same for the boys again?” 

 


