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It’s Alive!! Or, Is It? 

 

A. List the 6 characteristics that all organisms share: 

1. ____________________________ 

2. ____________________________ 

3. ____________________________ 

4. ____________________________ 

5. ____________________________ 

6. ____________________________ 

 

B. What do you have in common with slime mold? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

C. In the space provided, write AT if the statement is always true, ST if the 

statement is sometimes true, and NT if the statement is never true. 

1. _____ A cell has a membrane that separates the cell’s contents from its outside  

      environment. 

2. _____ Adult complex organisms such as monkeys and humans are made up of a   

       few hundred cells. 

3. _____ Living things have more than one cell. 

4. _____ A cell is too small to be seen without a microscope. 

5. _____ Cells perform specialized functions, such as carrying nerve signals and   

      performing movement. 

 

D. Organisms respond to changes in their environments called stimuli.  List four of 

the examples found in the book. 

1. _____________ 2. _____________ 3. _____________ 4. _____________ 

 

E. The maintenance of a stable internal environment is called what? ____________ 

 

F. What do snakes do to maintain their body temperature? ___________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

G. What are some things your body might do when responding to internal stimuli? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

H. What is the passing on of traits from one generation to the next? ____________ 

 

I. What are the two types of reproduction? ________________________________ 

 

J. What are the activities of life that organisms use energy to perform? _________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 



K. In addition to getting larger, what else might an organism do as they grow? 

________________________________ 

 

L. Which of the 6 characteristics of living things does a river have?  Is a river alive? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

M. List the 4 basic necessities of life: 

1. _____________ 

2. _____________ 

3. _____________ 

4. _____________ 

 

N. Match the following.  Words may be used more than once. 

a. producer  b. consumer  c. decomposer 

 

1. _____ eats other organisms 

2. _____ plants 

3. _____ breaks down nutrients in dead organisms 

4. _____ a salamander  

5. _____ organisms in the deep, pitch-black ocean (hint: there are two answers) 

 

 

O. The cells in most living organisms are about _____________ water. 

 

P. Where do organisms that live on land get oxygen? ________________ 

Q. Where do organisms that live in water get oxygen? _______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

R. What is air a mixture of? ____________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

S. What gas do producers need for photosynthesis? _________________________ 

 

T. Do you have the same basic needs as a frog? ________ 

 

U. Because the amount of space in an organism’s environment is limited, 

organisms ________________________________________________________.  

They also ________________________________________________________. 

 

V. Plants also _______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 


