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Dear Parents, 

Your student has requested AP English Language and Composition for the upcoming school year. 

According to the College Board, the purpose of AP courses is to prepare every student for college and AP 

exams. Such preparation entails demonstrating learning at high levels of achievement with the appropriate 

amount of support from the advanced academics instructor.  

Students at Summer Creek High School who enroll in the AP English Language and Composition course 

are expected to complete a summer reading and writing assignment. Summer reading assignments provide several 

advantages for students, including maintaining skills over the summer, fostering independent learning, 

understanding course expectations, creating an initial framework for discussion and study, and promoting lifelong 

learning. Written in the table below are course descriptions for the two English AP courses offered at Summer 

Creek High School. 

 

AP COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

 

For the summer of 2015, AP English Language and Comp students will be required to carefully read one of 

the following texts: Complications: A Surgeon’s notes on an Imperfect Science by Atul Gawande, or The 

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot. The students will analyze the text through a dialectical 

journal. Specific instructions for completing the assignment are attached. 

All students enrolled in AP English Language and Composition for the upcoming school year are expected 

to have one of these novel reads and the dialectical journal completed prior to the first day of school, August 24, 

2015. Since there will be an assessment over the summer reading text by the third week of school, students should 

come to class prepared to discuss the text using their notes and personal observations. For additional information 

pertaining to the novel and the assignment, you can access the Advanced Academics link on the Summer Creek 

High School webpage or the Summer Reading link on the Summer Creek library’s page. Thank you for your 

cooperation and continuing interest in your child’s education. 

 

 

 

 

AP English Language and Composition 

11th Grade 

AP English Literature and Composition 

12th Grade 

 

An AP course in English Language and Composition 

engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose 

written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in 

becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of 

purposes. Both their writing and their reading should 

make students aware of the interactions among a 

writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, 

as well as the way genre conventions and the resources 

of language contribute to effectiveness in writing. 

 

An AP English Literature and Composition course 

engages students in the careful reading and critical 

analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close 

reading of selected texts, students deepen their 

understanding of the ways writers use language to 

provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As 

they read, students consider a work’s structure, style and 

themes, as well as such smaller-scale elements as the 

use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism and 

tone. 
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Dear Future Students, 

When you come to AP English Language and Composition, A LOT of what you will be reading and writing will entail 

something called Rhetorical Analysis. Rhetorical Analysis is simply “writing, about writing.” If you can remember this little 

saying, you are well on your way to success in any AP Lang and Comp class! When you complete this dialectical (or Double-

Entry) journal, you are going to go through a process of critical reading, and responsive writing. This responsive writing is the 

starting point for doing rhetorical analysis. I urge you to take this assignment seriously, and to have it ready on the first day of 

school. That way we both know that you have done some heavy lifting to prepare yourself for the course work, and it will 

make your AP Lang experiences go smoothly. I am excited to meet you, and to work with you in the coming school year! 

 

With Warm Wishes, 

Ms. Gibson  

 

Dialectical Journal Instructions 

 

A dialectical journal is a double entry journal. The purpose of this assignment is to identify through 

annotation any conflict and universal themes about the ethics of medicine in the text you chose for 

Summer Reading (Complications by Atul Gawande, or The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot) 

and explain their significance. The dialectical journal helps one to read critically and encourages the habit of 

reflective questioning. It is a place to record and explore ideas using writing as a tool for learning. 

The standard definition of conflict is the central struggle between two or more forces in a work. Conflict 

generally occurs when some person or thing prevents the achievement of an intended goal. In this case, 

you need to focus your annotations and journal entries on the uncertainty and incongruity the 

individuals of your chosen text face in the book’s introduction and chapters. 

 

Guidelines 

 While reading the text, you should make marginal notes. Mark specific passages you may want to 

write about in your journal. 

 You should have 25 entries total that encompass all of the chapters of your book. 

 Your journal should be handwritten and formatted as the example pages illustrate. 

 You may use (neatly stapled or bound) loose-leaf paper or a composition book to complete your 

journal. 

 Please copy the text verbatim, include quotation marks around the text, and put the page 

number in parenthesis after the quote. 

 Your commentary should be insightful and well-written. 

 Edit for correct punctuation, grammar, and spelling. Make sure to write in complete sentences. 

 Your commentary should contain 3 sentences. In sentence 1, you should identify the conflict. In 

sentence 2, you should give your interpretation of the conflict. Sentence 3 should explain the 

effects of the conflict on the entire piece. 

Website 

If you need assistance at any time in the summer, you can access additional resources and information 

for this summer reading assignment by clicking the Advanced Academics link on the Summer Creek High 

School webpage. There is also a contact form you can submit if you would like help from an AP English 

Language and Composition teacher. 
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SET UP EACH PAGE IN THE JOURNAL IN THIS FORMAT 

PLEASE TYPE AND PRINT OUT YOUR JOURNALS. 

 

Name 

Date 

Book 

Chapter 

 

 

 

 

Sally Student 

July 30, 2015 

Complications 

Chapter: 10 

 

 

FROM THE TEXT COMMENTARY 

 

Direct quotes from the text 

 

1. “Jaw wiring, for example, can produce 

substantial weight loss, and patients who ask for the 

procedure are as motivated as they come; yet some still 

end up taking in enough liquid calories through their 

closed jaws to gain weight, and others regain it once the 

wires are removed. We are a species that has evolved to 

survive starvation, not to resist abundance.” (p. 170) 

 

 

Identification of conflict (Sentence 1) 

Interpretation of conflict (Sentence 2) 

Explanation of its effects (Sentence 3) 

 

Gawande discusses jaw wiring procedures to 

Emphasize the drastic procedures many overweight 

patients undergo in order to try to lose weight. The 

conflict, however, is not within the harshness of the 

procedure; it is most patients’ ability to keep off the 

weight after these drastic procedures. Gawande uses the 

example of jaw wiring in order to underscore the 

struggle that the medical community faces when treating 

a population that has evolved past eating solely as a 

means for survival. 

 

 

FROM THE TEXT COMMENTARY 

Direct quotes, figurative language, details or events 

from the text 

 

(REMINDERS: Please copy the text verbatim, 

include quotation marks around the text, and put the 

page number in parenthesis after the quote.) 

 

Identification of conflict (Sentence 1) 

Interpretation of conflict (Sentence 2) 

Explanation of its effects (Sentence 3) 

 

(REMINDERS: Your analysis should be insightful 

and well-written. Edit for correct punctuation, 

grammar, and spelling. Make sure to write in 

complete sentences.) 
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