
SHAKESPEAREAN SONNETS AND THE PROLOGUE TO ROMEO AND JULIET  
 
SONNET  A fourteen-line poem written in iambic pentameter; used to explore such deeply felt 
issues as the fleeting nature of love and the aching questions of mortality; typically presents a problem/issue 
and then offers a “solution” 
 
SHAKESPEAREAN SONNET A sonnet that consists of three quatrains and a couplet.  In most cases, 
the Shakespearean sonnet presents an issue/idea in the three quatrains and the “solution” or answer is 
presented in the couplet after the volta.  
 
VOLTA (TURN) The switch/change/turn from problem to resolution. 
 
COUPLET A series of two rhymed lines with a pattern of AA, meaning that the ends of the two lines 

rhyme with each other. 
 
QUATRAIN  A series/unit of four rhymed lines  
 

 

Prologue to Romeo and Juliet 

 
Instructions: Read and annotate the Prologue to Romeo and Juliet by completing the following 
tasks.  Then answer the questions on the back of the sheet.  

1. Mark the rhyme scheme 
2. Bracket each quatrain and couplet, and write in the margin what everything in that quatrain or 

couplet has in common.  
3. Scan each line (remember scansion?).  Determine if there are deviations from iambic 

pentameter and, if so, where? 
4. Identify any words with strongly positive or negative connotations.  
5. Box all uses of the word “two” and words that relate to the word “two” (i.e., “couple). 

 
 
Chorus: Two households, both alike in dignity 

   In fair Verona, where we lay our scene, 

  From ancient grudge break to new mutiny, 

   Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean. 

  From forth the fatal loins of these two foes 

   A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life, 

  Whose misadventured, piteous overthrows 

   Do with their death bury their parent’s strife. 

  The fearful passage of their death marked love, 

   And the continuance of their parents’ rage, 

  Which but their children’s end, naught could remove, 

   Is now the two hours’ traffic of our stage; 

  The which if you with patient ears attend, 

   What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend. 



 

1. Write a line-by-line paraphrase of the Prologue below.  

1. ______________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________ 

9. ______________________________________________________________________ 

10. ______________________________________________________________________ 

11. ______________________________________________________________________ 

12. ______________________________________________________________________ 

13. ______________________________________________________________________ 

14. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the place setting of this play?  What is the relationship between the two households? 

Annotate all the lines that let us know the relationship. 

 

 

3. What does Shakespeare mean by “star-crossed lovers”?   What will happen to the lovers 

according to this Prologue? 

 

 

4. Underline diction and imagery associated with death.  How many references to death are 

there?  Why are they used? 

 

 

5. Does the volta occur where expected in this sonnet?  Are there any shifts other than the volta?  


