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“The Cask of Amontillado” DIDLS/Tone/Mood Close Reading and Analysis 
 

Instructions: In your annotation tribe, read and annotate the following two passages from “The Cask of Amontillado.”  

Remember to follow the DIDLS process we established in class to complete your analysis.  In answering the questions that 

follow each passage, remember to write in complete sentences.  SPECIAL NOTE: In determining the purpose of each 

passage, be specific.  “To introduce the story” and “to begin the narrative” are not valid purposes in this assignment.   

 

Passage #1 (Annotations – 26 points; Questions – 24 points) 

The thousand injuries of Fortunato I had borne as I best could, but when he 

ventured upon insult, I vowed revenge. You, who so well know the nature of my soul, 

will not suppose, however, that I gave utterance to a threat. At length I would be 

avenged; this was a point definitively settled --but the very definitiveness with which it 

was resolved precluded the idea of risk. I must not only punish, but punish with 

impunity. A wrong is unredressed when retribution overtakes its redresser. It is equally 

unredressed when the avenger fails to make himself felt as such to him who has done 

the wrong.  

It must be understood that neither by word nor deed had I given Fortunato 

cause to doubt my good will. I continued, as was my wont, to smile in his face, and he 

did not perceive that my smile now was at the thought of his immolation.  

 

1. After annotating for DICTION, what patterns/trends do you notice? 

   

2. Make a list of potential TONE words.  This response does not need to be a complete sentence. 

  

3. After annotating for IMAGERY, what patterns/trends do you notice? 

  

4. Make a list of potential MOOD words.  This response does not need to be a complete sentence. 

  

5. After annotating for DETAILS, what patterns/trends do you notice? 

  

6. Determine the TONE of the passage, and write a justification for your choice of that tone. 

  

7. Determine the MOOD of the passage, and write a justification for your choice of that mood.  

   

8. Determine the possible PURPOSE of the passage.  How did your knowledge of mood and tone 

lead you to this purpose?  

 

 



Passage #2 (Annotations – 26 points; Questions – 24 points) 

We continued our route in search of the Amontillado. We passed through a 

range of low arches, descended, passed on, and descending again, arrived at a deep 

crypt, in which the foulness of the air caused our flambeaux rather to glow than flame.  

At the most remote end of the crypt there appeared another less spacious. Its 

walls had been lined with human remains, piled to the vault overhead, in the fashion of 

the great catacombs of Paris. Three sides of this interior crypt were still ornamented in 

this manner. From the fourth side the bones had been thrown down, and lay 

promiscuously upon the earth, forming at one point a mound of some size. Within the 

wall thus exposed by the displacing of the bones, we perceived a still interior crypt or 

recess, in depth about four feet, in width three, in height six or seven. It seemed to have 

been constructed for no especial use within itself, but formed merely the interval 

between two of the colossal supports of the roof of the catacombs, and was backed by 

one of their circumscribing walls of solid granite.  

 

9. After annotating for DICTION, what patterns/trends do you notice? 

   

10. Make a list of potential TONE words. This response does not need to be a complete sentence. 

  

11. After annotating for IMAGERY, what patterns/trends do you notice? 

  

12. Make a list of potential MOOD words. This response does not need to be a complete sentence. 

  

13. After annotating for DETAILS, what patterns/trends do you notice? 

  

14. Determine the TONE of the passage, and write a justification for your choice of that tone. 

  

15. Determine the MOOD of the passage, and write a justification for your choice of that mood.  

   

16. Determine the possible PURPOSE of the passage.  How did your knowledge of mood and tone 

lead you to this purpose?  

 


