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Graphic Organizer Resource – Grade 5 
 

Anchor 
Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  
Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 
Collaborative 

Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 
Anchor chart  with 
key ideas /features 
that help us read 
graphic organizers 
(see completed 
anchor as an 
example) 

Use the GO (graphic organizers) activities side x side with other mini-lessons 
(summary, author’s purpose, organization etc.) or as sponge activities.  
Some graphic organizers-such as outlines, time lines and sequence charts-pertain 
to chronology, so Sts must think about time order to answer the items. Other 
graphic organizers-such as webs, Venn diagrams, fishbones and T-charts-present 
a collection of ideas, so students usually do not have to consider time order to 
answer the items; instead, Sts have to think about the relationships among the 
ideas. 
No matter the type, graphic organizer items usually ask Sts to add information, 
delete information, or summarize information: Which of these belongs on the 
blank line? Which of these does not belong? What is the best title for the 
diagram? What idea is found in both selections?  
Connect & Engage:  *Identifying key ideas/features that help us read Graphic 
Organizers; explain that GO (graphic organizers) are about connections and 
relationships among ideas in the text. Sts need to be familiar with a variety of 
graphic organizers and how they are read 
Examples: **Various kinds of graphic organizers on posters: Cause & Effect; 
Compare & Contrast; Story Map; Sequencing; Supporting details; Main Idea; 
Problem/Solution; Inference map (pg 28 # 34 DBA Bonesy and Isabel) 
Model: Be familiar with a variety of graphic organizers and how they are read: 
Select one type of graphic organizer and think aloud how you would look at & 
think about that graphic organizer and how it is read. Add key ideas/features to 
an anchor chart (Ex: size of the boxes lets us know importance of idea; if boxes 
are not connected by arrows to each other, they don’t have to be in chronological 
order-what are the arrows connected to?; a shaded box draws attention to that 
part of the GO; the GO needs the reader to add information; read from top to 
bottom etc.)  
Explain how to eliminate options that are not absolutely true: Sts can ask 
themselves, “Where did this happen?” and try to find evidence. Help Sts 
understand that some options may initially seem true when, in fact, they are not.  
 Think connection, connection, connection. It is not enough for students to read 
the options to determine which of them makes a statement about the passage that 
is true. All graphic organizers are about the connections and relationships among 
ideas. Sts can lose sight of this fact because graphic organizer items present a lot 
of ideas for them to juggle.  
Guided: Students work with teacher to look at another graphic organizer and 
continue to notice key ideas or features and add onto anchor chart.  
Lesson Recap:  Continue to refer back to the anchor chart at the key ideas 
/features.  

Students work with 
teacher to look at graphic 
organizers and determine 
key ideas/features that 
can be added to the 
anchor chart 
(the GO needs me to add 
information;  items are 
bulleted but in no certain 
order; read from L-R) 
 
Students read/reread 
articles and work with 
teacher to identify key 
features of the GO and 
answer the questions 
 
 Students work with 
partner to read/reread 
article then identify key 
features of graphic 
organizer 
 

MATERIALS: * Key Features of Graphic Organizers    **Resource: Various graphic organizers that occurred on past TAKS. Be sure 
to include other organizers that you have encountered on tests, St reading etc. 
Texas Assessment Preparation Book (gold) (Grade 5 in bottom left corner) available online through Think Central- Deep in the 
Ground of Texas  pg 8-9, (Go)-Yelina’s Stage Fright pg. 13  & Singing Societies pg. 14 Venn Diagram, Making Music, pg 45-47, 
Cause & Effect (Go),Liberty for All pg. 85-87-Sequencing (GO), Boll Weevils all Over pg. 93-95-Main Idea/Details (GO), 
 

Texas Journeys-Texas Write Source Texas Assessment Preparation St consumables- (These are test selections that contain graphic 
organizers) The Case of the Glowing Glove pg. 9-13, Story Map (GO), Abigail Adams…, pg. 15-19, The Wonderful Wheel of Mr. 
Ferris  pg. 21-25, Sequencing (GO), A Force for Change pg. 27-31, Inference, Main Idea (GO),Why Are Rain Forests Important? Pg. 
33-36-Cause & Effect (GO), Ernie Gondry Did the Laundry, pg. 37-39-Web (GO), How Anansi Got His Stories & pg. 40 & How 
Stories Came to the World, pg. 43, pg. 46 Main Idea (GO), Bonesy and Isabel (DRA), pg. 48-52 Inference Map (GO), Out of 
Darkness… pg. 53-57-Main Idea/Supporting Details (GO), Something in the Elephants’ Silence pg. 58-62-Main Idea/Supporting 
Details (GO), A Life of Adventure, pg. 63-68-Baseball, pg. 74-78-Webs (GO), Teachers Belong in the Classroom pg. 69-73-Cause & 
Effect (GO), Mae Jemison & Collecting Stardust, pg. 79-85-Venn diagram 
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Graphic Organizers (G.O.) 
 

Key information that helps us read a graphic organizer 
 

 G.O. are about the connections and relationships 
among ideas in the text. 

 
 G.O. ask the reader to add information. 

 
 G.O. are read from top to bottom; left to right; or 

inside out. 
 

 Numbers and arrows can indicate order/sequence or 
how ideas connect on the G.O. 

 
 Shading may be used to draw attention to a certain 

part of the G.O. 
 

 Size of the image can hint to major and minor ideas 
on a G.O. 

 
 Lines can indicate how ideas connect on a G.O. 
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Cause and Effect 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sequencing 
 
Look at the time line of information from the story. 
 
 

 
 
Which of these events should go on the blank line? 
 
 

Cause  

 McJunkin had to 
check fences. 

 
 He found bones 

sticking out of 
the ground. 

Effects 

Which of the following belongs 
in the empty box? 

Use the diagram of information from the 
selection to answer the question below. 

Mateo and 
Papá row out 
on the lake. 

Mateo tries to 
bring in a big 
fish. 

Papá catches 
a small fish 



01/2012  curric\reading\     \ 5

 

Compare and Contrast 
 
Look at the diagram of information from this article. 
 

 
 
Which detail belongs on the blank line? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Look at the diagram of information from both selections. 
 

 
 
Which information belongs in the blank? 
 
 
 

Penguins’ 
Natural Home 

The Penguins’ 
Encounter 

 Located in the Antarctic 

 Home to killer whales and 
leopard seals 

 In danger of being destroyed by 
global warming 

 Located in the California 

 Inside a room with two saltwater 
pools 

 

 Has temperatures 
near zero 

    

Ada Ella Fitzgerald 

 Dreams of being a 
pitcher 

 Becomes a 
photographer 

 Works alone 

 Dreams of being a dancer 

 Earns fame as a singer 

 Performs for large crowds 

 Is an artist 
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Supporting Details 
 
 
Look at the following outline of information from the selection. 
 

 
Which information belongs on the blank line. 
 
 

 
 
 
Look at the following web of information from the selection. 
 

 
 
Which of the following belongs in the empty oval? 
 
 



01/2012  curric\reading\     \ 7

Main Idea 
 
 

Look at this part of an outline of information from the interview. 
 

 
 

Which heading belongs on the blank line 
 
 

 
 
 
Look at this diagram of information from the story. 
 

 
 
 
Which idea belongs in the empty box? 


