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UNLAWFUL TO PHOTOCOPY OR 
PROJECT WITHOUT PERMISSION 

Native Americans were used as forced laborers to mine silver and to grow sugar cane 
or tobacco. Missionaries came from Spain to convert them to Catholicism. As you know, 
the Spanish used religion to justify their domination over the Native Americans. Millions 
of Indians died from overwork and new diseases. The Spaniards replaced them by import
ing enslaved Africans, starting the Atlantic slave trade. Indians and slaves endured terrible 
conditions in mines and on plantations and ranches. 

NEW FRANCE 
Other European rulers were envi
ous of Spain's power in the Ameri
cas. They sent their own explorers 
to the "New World." New France 
was established in Canada along 
the St. Lawrence River, Great 
Lakes, and Mississippi River. 
New France never became as 
populous as the Spanish or Eng
lish colonies. It consisted of a 
handful of towns and a series of 
trading outposts. French mission
aries came to convert the Indians 
to Christianity. French explorers 
found that the region contained 
valuable fur-bearing animals, 
especially beavers. This prompted 
French colonists to engage in an 
active fur trade with the Native 
Americans. 
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Compare and contrast the Spanish and French colonies by making a chart showing 
their political, economic, and social similarities and differences. 

NEW NETHERLAND 
Henry Hudson (1565-1611), an English sea captain, was hired by Dutch merchants look
ing for a Northwest Passage to Asia. In 1609, Hudson reached New York Harbor. Based 
on Hudson's explorations, the Dutch claimed control of this region. They set up a success
ful fur trade with the native peoples of the Hudson River Valley, and called their colony 
New Netherland. The Dutch government gave control of the colony to the merchants of 
the Dutch West India Company. New Netherland also conquered the neighboring Swedish 
colony of Delaware in 1655. 


