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 Fox, Janet  
Featured Title – The Charmed Children of Rookskill Castle. Viking, 2016.  
Hardcover: 9780451476333  
Liss, David  
Featured Title – Randoms. Simon & Schuster, 2015.  
Hardcover: 9781481417792 Paperback: 9781481417808  
Paulsen, Gary  
Featured Titles – This Side of Wild. Simon & Schuster. 2015.  
Hardcover: 9781481451505 Paperback: 9781481451512  
Rogers, Tom  
Featured Title – Eleven. Alto Nido Press, 2014.  
Paperback: 978-0991181001  
Scott, Victoria  
Featured Title – Fire & Flood. Scholastic, 2014.  
Hardcover: 978-0545537469 Paperback: 978-0545730488  
Featured Title – Salt & Stone. Scholastic, 2015.  
Hardcover: 978-0545537483 Paperback: 978-1910002063  
Sonnenblick, Jordan  
Featured Title –Falling Over Sideways. Scholastic. 2016.  
Hardcover: 978-0545863247  
Featured Title –Curveball: The Year I Lost My Grip. Scholastic. 2012.  
Hardcover: 978-0545320696 Paperback: 978-0545320702  

 
In addition to The Spirit of Texas Reading Program List, students may choose to read one 
of the following titles: 
 
*Reynolds, Jason. Ghost. Simon & Schuster, 2016. ISBN: 9781481450157  
 
 
*Collier, Peter. Choosing Courage: Inspiring True Stories of What It Means to Be a 
Hero. Artisan, 2016. ISBN: 9781579657055  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Spirit of Texas Reading Program- Middle School is a recommended reading list developed by public and school 
librarians from the Young Adult Round Table (YART). The purpose of the list is to encourage youths in grades 6-8 to explore 
a variety of current, quality books from Texas authors and illustrators, develop critical reading skills, and to encourage 
greater interaction between Texas authors and illustrators, Texas librarians, and Texas youth. The Spirit of Texas Reading 
Program-Middle School is intended for recreational reading, not to support a specific curriculum. Due to the diversity of this 
age range, Texas librarians should purchase titles on this list according to their individual collection policies. Each author 
featured on the list has had at least one book favorably reviewed for grades 6-8 in a professional review source. Six authors 
will be featured bi-monthly with all programming available year round.  

See http://txla.org/groups/SpiritofTXMiddleSchool for more information and to access the programs. 

 
 
 



Salt & Stone 
 

 
How far would you go to survive? 
 
In FIRE & FLOOD, Tella Holloway faced a dangerous trek through the jungle and a terrifying march 
across the desert, all to remain a Contender in the Brimstone Bleed for a chance at obtaining the 
Cure for her brother. She can't stop - and in SALT & STONE, Tella will have to face the unseen 
dangers of the ocean, the breathless cold of a mountain, and twisted new rules in the race. 
 
But what if the danger is deeper than that? How do you know who to trust when everyone's keeping 
secrets? What do you do when the person you'd relied on most suddenly isn't there for support? 
How do you weigh one life against another? 
 
The race is coming to an end, and Tella is running out of time, resources, and strength. At the 
beginning of the race there were one hundred twenty-two Contenders. As Tella and her remaining 
friends start the fourth and final part of the race, just forty-one are left . . . and only one can win. 
 
Victoria Scott's stunning thriller will leave readers' hearts racing! 
 

Review 



Praise for FIRE & FLOOD: 

 
"Scott holds her own in attitude and taut action, and Tella's voice is 

feminine, smart, and sassy. Importantly, although male-female chemistry is 
definitely present, the emotional drive of the novel doesn't rely on romance. 

Family, camaraderie, and Tella's bond with her furry Pandora companion 
matter just as much in getting her through the first part of her life-and-

death race." 
- Publishers Weekly 

 
"Non-stop action and thrilling adventure will keep readers turning the pages. 

. . . Scott captures the essence of what it means to sacrifice one's self for a 
loved one." 

- VOYA 
 

"Tella is an especially strong and likable character, which makes this 

gripping adventure all the more enjoyable." 
- Booklist 

About the Author 

Victoria Scott is the author of the Dante Walker series. She lives in Dallas 
with her husband, and is currently working on her next novel. Victoria 

adores getting to know her readers. Visit her online at VictoriaScottYA.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Falling Over Sideways 
 

 
 
It's not easy being Claire. (Really.) 
Claire's life is a joke . . . but she's not laughing. While her friends seem to be leaping forward, she's 
dancing in the same place. The mean girls at school are living up to their mean name, and there's a 
boy, Ryder, who's just as bad, if not worse. And at home, nobody's really listening to her -- if 
anything, they seem to be more in on the joke than she is. 
 
Then into all of this (not-very-funny-to-Claire) comedy comes something intense and tragic -- while 
her dad is talking to her at the kitchen table, he falls over with a medical emergency. Suddenly the 
joke has become very serious -- and the only way Claire, her family, and her friends are going to get 
through it is if they can find a way to make it funny again. 
 

From School Library Journal 

Gr 6–8—Claire Goldsmith has been living a relatively cursed life, at least in 

her opinion. Her dance friends have all moved up a level, but she's stayed 
the same. Eighth grade is nightmarish thanks to mean girls and an even 

meaner boy. At home, her parents and older brother aren't exactly 



sympathetic to her plight. But one morning Claire's life goes from bad to 

worse when her dad has a stroke. Now Claire has to deal with dance and 
middle school drama and the emotional trauma that comes from watching 

her once strong father deal with the aftermath of his medical condition. 
The protagonist is a realistic 13-year-old; her struggles with bullies and 

friends and her attempts to get out of her brother's shadow are relatable. 
However, while the novel centers on the ways a stroke can affect the 

dynamics of a family, the story does not go very deep. The writing is only 
surface level; readers are told more than shown. The plot seems to 

meander among Claire's life at school, her dancing, and her situation at 
home, but a balance is never quite met. VERDICT This novel may resonate 

with some readers but is more of a supplemental purchase.—Paige 
Garrison, Augusta Richmond County Library System, GA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Curveball: The Year I Lost My Grip 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sometimes life’s greatest accomplishments take place off the field. 
 
There’s nothing All Star pitcher Peter Friedman loves more than baseball. He breathes it, dreams it, 
and works his tail off to be great. Most kids are nervous about starting high school, but when you’re 
the star athlete, girls, popularity, and all-around stud status are sure to follow. 
 
Then a pitching accident over the summer ruins Pete’s arm. If he can’t play baseball in high school, 
what is he supposed to do? If he isn’t the star pitcher, then who is he? To make matters more 
complicated, there’s something going on with Pete’s grampa -- he’s acting weird and keeps 
forgetting important things. 
 
The only person Pete can confide in is Angelika, the amazingly cute girl in his photography class 
who might like Pete as much as he likes her . . . Only, Angie doesn’t know if she can date someone 
who can’t be honest with himself, or with the people he’s closest to.  



Praise for Curveball: The Year I Lost My Grip: 
  

“Jordan Sonnenblick scores a home run with Curveball as he continues what he 
does best: getting to the core of issues that resonate with teens in a style that’s 

direct and witty.” --Book Page 
  
* “Sonnenblick again shows an adept ability to tackle big-deal life issues, treat 

them seriously and believably, and filter them into a high-spirited, even fun story.” 
--Booklist, starred review 

  
* “The novel is populated with kind, vulnerable characters who care about each 
other, and the thoroughly enjoyable mix of sports, art, family drama, and budding 

romance will have readers invested in Peter’s struggles to accept his new world…” -
-Publishers Weekly, starred review 

  

About the Author 

Jordan Sonnenblick is the author of the acclaimed Drums, Girls,& Dangerous 

Pie, Notes from the Midnight Driver, Zen and the Art of Faking it and the 

sequel to Drums called After Ever After. He lives in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, with his wife and two children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ghost 
 

 
 
A National Book Award Finalist for Young People’s Literature. 
 
Ghost wants to be the fastest sprinter on his elite middle school track team, but his past is slowing 
him down in this first electrifying novel of a brand-new series from Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe 
Award–winning author Jason Reynolds. 
 
Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different backgrounds with personalities that are 
explosive when they clash. But they are also four kids chosen for an elite middle school track team—
a team that could qualify them for the Junior Olympics if they can get their acts together. They all 
have a lot to lose, but they also have a lot to prove, not only to each other, but to themselves. 
 
Ghost has a crazy natural talent, but no formal training. If he can stay on track, literally and 
figuratively, he could be the best sprinter in the city. But Ghost has been running for the wrong 
reasons—it all starting with running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy, 
chased him and his mother through their apartment, then down the street, with a loaded gun, aiming 
to kill. Since then, Ghost has been the one causing problems—and running away from them—until 
he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who blew his own shot at success by using drugs, and 
who is determined to keep other kids from blowing their shots at life. 
 



From School Library Journal 

Gr 5–9—Castle "Ghost" Crenshaw lives with his single mother; his father is 

serving time in prison after firing a gun at Ghost and his mom three years 
ago—and Ghost has been running ever since. While running one day, he 

stops to watch a track practice and decides to crash the race. Impressed, 

the coach offers him a position on the team. His mom reluctantly agrees to 
let him join as long as he can behave himself and stay out of trouble in 

school. This is a struggle for the impulsive Ghost, but with Coach's help, he 
learns the advantages of diligent practice and teamwork. Reynolds paints a 

realistic picture of a boy who needs the support of his community to channel 
his talent and energy. Supporting adult characters, like shop owner Mr. 

Charles and Coach, are positive, nuanced, and well-developed. The diverse 
team members are dealing with their own struggles, which will be explored 

in three future installments. The consequences for Ghost's misbehavior are 
somewhat inconsistent, but the detailed and informative descriptions of 

running and training with an elite track team more than make up for this. 
VERDICT The focus on track athletics—a subject sorely lacking in the middle 

grade space—combined with the quality of Reynolds's characters and prose, 
makes this an essential purchase.—Karen Yingling, Blendon Middle School, 

Westerville, OH 

Review 

Castle "Ghost" Cranshaw feels like he's been running ever since his dad 
pulled that gun on him and his mom—and used it.His dad's been in jail three 

years now, but Ghost still feels the trauma, which is probably at the root of 

the many "altercations" he gets into at middle school. When he inserts 
himself into a practice for a local elite track team, the Defenders, he's fast 

enough that the hard as nails coach decides to put him on the team. Ghost 
is surprised to find himself caring enough about being on the team that he 

curbs his behavior to avoid "altercations." But Ma doesn't have money to 
spare on things like fancy running shoes, so Ghost shoplifts a pair that make 

his feet feel impossibly light—and his conscience correspondingly heavy. 
Ghost's narration is candid and colloquial, reminiscent of such original voices 

as Bud Caldwell and Joey Pigza; his level of self understanding is both 
believably childlike and disarming in its perception. He is self focused enough 

that secondary characters initially feel one dimensional, Coach in particular, 
but as he gets to know them better, so do readers, in a way that unfolds 

naturally and pleasingly. His three fellow "newbies" on the Defenders await 
their turns to star in subsequent series outings. Characters are black by 

default; those few white people in Ghost's world are described as such. An 

endearing protagonist runs the first, fast leg of Reynolds' promising relay. 
(Fiction. 10 14)  (Kirkus Reviews 8/1/16) 

 



Castle “Ghost” Cranshaw has been running for three years, ever since the 

night his father shot a gun at him and his mother. When he gets recruited by 
a local track coach for a championship team, they strike a deal: if Ghost can 

stop getting into fights at school, he can run for the Defenders, but one 
altercation and he’s gone. Despite Ghost's best intentions, everyone always 

has something to say about his raggedy shoes, homemade haircut, ratty 
clothes, or his neighborhood, and he doesn’t last 24 hours without a brawl. 

Will Coach and his mom give him another chance to be part of something 
bigger than himself, or is he simply destined to explode? With his second 

fantastic middle grade novel of the year (As Brave as You, 2016), the 
ferociously talented Reynolds perfectly captures both the pain and earnest 

longing of a young boy. The first in the four book Track series, this is raw 
and lyrical, and as funny as it is heartbreaking. It tackles issues such as 

theft, bullying, and domestic violence with candor and bravery while opening 
a door for empathy and discussion. An absolute must read for anyone who 

has ever wondered how fast you must be to run away from yourself.HIGH 

DEMAND BACKSTORY: Is anyone else putting out so many stellar books so 
quickly? The author of The Boy in the Black Suit and All American Boys (both 

2015) keeps dashing along. — Becca Worthington 
 

  (Booklist, STARRED REVIEW 9/1/16) 
 

Reynolds (As Brave As You) uses a light hand to delve into topics that 
include gun violence, class disparity, and bullying in this compelling series 

opener. Seventh grader Castle Cranshaw, nicknamed Ghost, knows nothing 
about track when a former Olympian recruits him as a sprinter for one of the 

city's youth teams. As far as Ghost is concerned, "whoever invented track 
got the whole gun means go thing right," something he learned firsthand 

when his father tried to shoot Ghost and his mother in their apartment three 
years prior. The trauma has had ripple effects on Ghost, including angry 

outbursts ("I was the boy.... with all the scream inside"), altercations at 

school, stealing, and lying. Joining the track team provides new friends, 
goals, and an opportunity for Ghost to move beyond his past. Ghost is a well 

meaning, personable narrator whose intense struggles are balanced by a 
love of world records, sunflower seeds, and his mother. Coach's relationship 

with Ghost develops into a surrogate father son scenario, adding substantial 
emotional resonance and humor to the mix. Ages 10–up.  (Publishers 

Weekly *STARRED REVIEW* August 8, 2016) 
 

Castle “Ghost” Crenshaw lives with his single mother; his father is serving 
time in prison after firing a gun at Ghost and his mom three years ago—and 

Ghost has been running ever since. While running one day, he stops to 
watch a track practice and decides to crash the race. Impressed, the coach 

offers him a position on the team. His mom reluctantly agrees to let him join 



as long as he can behave himself and stay out of trouble in school. This is a 

struggle for the impulsive Ghost, but with Coach’s help, he learns the 
advantages of diligent practice and teamwork. Reynolds paints a realistic 

picture of a boy who needs the support of his community to channel his 
talent and energy. Supporting adult characters, like shop owner Mr. Charles 

and Coach, are positive, nuanced, and well developed. The diverse team 
members are dealing with their own struggles, which will be explored in 

three future installments. The consequences for Ghost’s misbehavior are 
somewhat inconsistent, but the detailed and informative descriptions of 

running and training with an elite track team more than make up for this. 
VERDICT The focus on track athletics—a subject sorely lacking in the middle 

grade space—combined with the quality of Reynolds’s characters and prose, 
makes this an essential purchase. (School Library Journal *STARRED* 

September 2016) 
 

 Sometimes a whole life can change in one night. For seventh grader Castle 

Cranshaw, that night was three years ago when his father tried to shoot him 
and his mother, when "the liquor made him meaner than he'd ever been." 

That's when Castle started to call himself "Ghost," because Mr. Charles, who 
let the terrified pair take refuge in his all night store, "looked at us like he 

was looking at two ghosts." And that was the night he learned how to 
run... really run. 

 
Jason Reynolds (As Brave as You) has a playful, intimate and conversational 

style, and in Ghost, a middle grade series debut, he tells the story of how an 
unforgettable flight of terror led to an African American boy's instinct to run 

fast. One day on his walk home, Ghost sees a track team practicing with 
their short bald coach who looks like "a turtle with a chipped tooth." Keenly 

observant Ghost becomes annoyed with one of the runners others perceive 
as unbeatable, and decides to "keep up with him, if not beat him" even 

though he "ain't ever had a running lesson." He stubbornly persists until the 

coach relents: "Listen, you get one run, you hear me?" 
 

The story of Ghost's evolving relationships with his anger, with his ever 
worried mother, with Coach Brody and with running is a joy to read. For a 

boy who's "got a lot of scream inside," Ghost can riff entertainingly on topics 
from eating sunflower seeds to 100 meter sprints. Ghost is about kids who 

are, in both senses, running for their lives, and the generous souls who help 
them along the way.   
 
 
 
 
 



Choosing courage: Inspiring True Stories of What It Means to Be a Hero 
 

 
 
What turns an ordinary person into a hero? What happens in the blink of an eye on a battlefield (or in 
any dangerous situation) to bring out true courage? The men and women who have been 
recognized by the Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation know the answers to these questions 
deep in their hearts. We learn of Jack Lucas, a thirteen-year-old who kept his real age a secret so he 
could fight in World War II—where he deliberately fell on a grenade to save his buddies during the 
Iwo Jima invasion—and Clint Romesha, who almost single-handedly prevented a remote U.S. Army 
outpost in Afghanistan from being taken over by the Taliban. Also included are civilians who have 
been honored by the Foundation for outstanding acts of bravery in crisis situations: for example, 
Jencie Fagan, a gym teacher who put herself in danger to disarm a troubled eighth grader before he 
could turn a gun on his classmates. Adding depth and context are illuminating sidebars throughout 
and essays on the combat experience and its aftermath: topics such as overcoming fear; a mother 
mourning her son; and surviving as a prisoner of war. Back matter includes a glossary and an index. 
 

Editorial Reviews 

From School Library Journal 

Gr 4–8—Collier takes readers on an emotional journey into the trenches, through prisoner 

of war camps to makeshift hospitals, conveying the bravery that compels certain 



individuals to rise above their fear to protect and save others. Published in collaboration 

with the Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation, the book devotes each chapter to a 

different tale of a medal recipient and is often followed by a page or two of background or 

historical information. Although the Medal of Honor was created in 1861, the book begins 

with stories from the battlefields of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. It includes a story 

from the attack on the World Trade Center, tales of heroism from Iraq and Afghanistan, 

Haiti, the Congo, and in the halls of an American middle school. Some of the 25 entries 

are told in the third person, while others are narrated by the hero in question. Most 

moving are the tales that are told by parents and children of the honorees. The book 

concludes with a note about the consequences of war and the history of the 

Congressional Medal of Honor. VERDICT Middle grade readers will appreciate the 

consistent format, short chapters, straightforward language, photos, and background 

information, and will benefit from the factual material and the underlying lessons of 

courage.—MaryAnn Karre, West Middle School, Binghamton, NY 

Review 

“Every story in this remarkable book is inspiring and deeply moving. The heroic accounts of 

bravery vanquishing fear and service before self should be mandatory reading for every 

child—and adult—in this country.”  

—Gary Sinise, actor, musician, and founder of the Gary Sinise Foundation 

 

“The stories in this book . . . convey the human side of heroism.” 

—The Baltimore Sun 

 

“Open to any page of Choosing Courage and prepare to be awed at the ability of ordinary 

people to do extraordinary things. These tales of heroism take the reader from World War II 

to Iraq and Afghanistan and to U.S. shores, where even a schoolteacher can face life-and-

death situations.” 

—The Philadelphia Inquirer 

 

“Collier takes readers on an emotional journey into the trenches, through prisoner of war 

camps to makeshift hospitals, conveying the bravery that compels certain individuals to rise 

above their fear to protect and save others. Published in collaboration with the 

Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation, the book devotes each chapter to a different tale 

of a medal recipient and is often followed by a page or two of background or historical 

information. Although the Medal of Honor was created in 1861, the book begins with stories 

from the battlefields of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. It includes a story from the 

attack on the World Trade Center, tales of heroism from Iraq and Afghanistan, Haiti, the 

Congo, and in the halls of an American middle school. Some of the 25 entries are told in the 

third person, while others are narrated by the hero in question. Most moving are the tales 

that are told by parents and children of the honorees. The book concludes with a note about 

the consequences of war and the history of the Congressional Medal of Honor. VERDICT: 

Middle grade readers will appreciate the consistent format, short chapters, straightforward 

language, photos, and background information, and will benefit from the factual material 

and the underlying lessons of courage.” 

—School Library Journal 

 

“As he did in his 2003 adult work, Medal of Honor, Collier spotlights recipients of America’s 

highest military award in this book, published in collaboration with the Congressional Medal 

of Honor Foundation. Collier broadens the scope of his tributes to include a handful of 

civilians who have been recognized by the foundation, yet his focus remains on veterans 

who distinguished themselves in WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Iraq. Two 



especially relevant profiles to young readers are those of a Nevada middle-school teacher, 

who persuaded a student to surrender his gun after he opened fire at school, and a North 

Carolina boy who, after forging his mother’s signature to enlist in WWII at age 13, threw 

himself on a grenade to save his fellow Marines at Iwo Jima. Similar accounts of self-

sacrificing devotion and humility echo throughout these harrowing and, at times, horrific 

accounts of combat, intensifying their emotional impact. Interspersed b&w photos also help 

personalize the profiles, while sidebars provide succinct background information on the 

various wars. An illuminating and worthwhile resource.” 

—Publishers Weekly 

 

“While this book targets ages 10 and up, I believe it to be a great addition to the library of 

anyone who loves history.” 

—About Families 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tella Holloway is losing it. Her brother is sick, and when a dozen doctors can't determine what's wrong, 
her parents decide to move to the middle of nowhere for the fresh air. She's lost her friends, her parents 
are driving her crazy, her brother is dying--and she's helpless to change anything. 
 
Until she receives mysterious instructions on how to become a Contender in the Brimstone Bleed. It's an 
epic race across jungle, desert, ocean, and mountain that could win her the prize she desperately 



desires: the Cure for her brother's illness. But all the Contenders are after the Cure for people they love, 
and there's no guarantee that Tella (or any of them) will survive the race. 
 
The jungle is terrifying, the clock is ticking, and Tella knows she can't trust the allies she makes. And one 
big question emerges: Why have so many fallen sick in the first place? 
 
Victoria Scott's breathtaking novel grabs readers by the throat and doesn't let go. 
 
 
 
 
Editorial Reviews 
From School Library Journal 
Gr 8 Up—Tella's family has moved from Boston to Montana, hoping the wide-open spaces will help her 
older brother Cody fight the wasting illness that has plagued him for the past year. Tella receives a 
mysterious package with a tiny listening device, which tells her that she has been selected as a 
Contender in the Brimstone Bleed-a three-month, four-ecosystem race in which the winner is 
guaranteed a cure for any illness. After a stop at an old museum, there is a mad dash among the 
Contenders to select Pandoras-eggs of various sizes that will assist them in the race. The Pandoras prove 
invaluable here: there's a fire-breathing lion, a cheetah that shoots out twin beams of red light, and an 
elephant with the ability to tunnel through sand to find water. Tella learns that her newly-hatched 
Pandora, a small black fox she calls Maddox, has the ability to mirror the other Pandoras. She and the 
others are transported to a remote rainforest, where they'll have two weeks to complete the first leg of 
the race. When the race begins, Tella attempts to follow fellow contestant Guy, but after losing him, she 
struggles through the rainforest on her own before stumbling onto a small group: gorgeous Harper, 
motherly Caroline, little Dink, and twins Levi and Ransom. Although Tella is determined to win the cure 
for Cody, she is easily distracted by Guy's rippling muscles. His pattern of saving her from various 
demises—just in the nick of time—undermines the author's efforts to convince readers that Tella is a 
strong and independent protagonist. Characters are two-dimensional, and some, especially Titus and his 
rogue Triggers, are downright cartoonish. In this trilogy opener, the backstory for the Brimstone Bleed's 
origins stretches credulity. Perhaps the sequels will provide a more solid foundation and a less clichéd 
story arc, but if the first installment is any indication, take a pass on this series.—Kim Dare, Fairfax 
County Public Schools, VA --This text refers to the Hardcover edition. 
 
From Booklist 
City-kid Tella loves “purple, Greek food, and mani-pedis.” So what is she doing living in rural Montana 
with her parents and sick brother? What’s wrong with him, anyway? And what’s with the mysterious 
earbud-like device that shows up in her room one day? That earbud tells Tella that she has been chosen 
to compete in the Brimstone Bleed, a fierce survival contest that recalls both The Hunger Games (2008) 
and James Dashner’s Maze Runner series. The prize is the Cure—a remedy for any illness for one person 
and the key to saving her brother’s life. After beginning the competition on her own, she eventually 
joins a group of other contenders, including the tall, gruff, very buff Guy and a ruthless blond boy named 
Titus. As Tella grows closer to Guy, he reveals the sadistic reasons for the game and the secret behind 
the hybrid animal companions that accompany each contender. There are some derivative story 
elements, but Tella is an especially strong and likable character, which makes this gripping adventure all 
the more enjoyable. Grades 7-11. --Paula Willey --This text refers to the Hardcover edition. 
 
Review 



Praise for FIRE & FLOOD: 
 
"Scott holds her own in attitude and taut action, and Tella's voice is feminine, smart, and sassy. 
Importantly, although male-female chemistry is definitely present, the emotional drive of the novel 
doesn't rely on romance. Family, camaraderie, and Tella's bond with her furry Pandora companion 
matter just as much in getting her through the first part of her life-and-death race." 
- Publishers Weekly 
 
"Non-stop action and thrilling adventure will keep readers turning the pages. . . . Scott captures the 
essence of what it means to sacrifice one's self for a loved one." 
- VOYA 
 
"Tella is an especially strong and likable character, which makes this gripping adventure all the more 
enjoyable." 
- Booklist 
About the Author 
Victoria Scott is the author of the Dante Walker series. She lives in Dallas with her husband, and is 
currently working on her next novel. Victoria adores getting to know her readers. Visit her online at 
VictoriaScottYA.com. 
Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. 
From Fire & Flood 
 
If you're hearing this message, you are invited to be a Contender in the Brimstone Bleed. All Contenders 
must report within forty-eight hours to select their Pandora companions. If you do not appear within 
forty-eight hours, your invitation will be eliminated. 
 
The Brimstone Bleed will last three months and will take place across four ecosystems: desert, sea, 
mountains, jungle. The winning prize will be the Cure — a remedy for any illness, for any single person. 
 
There can be only one champion. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


