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 Humble Middle School 
11207 Will Clayton Parkway – Humble, Texas 77346 

(281) 641-4170 phone, (281) 641-4117 fax  

www.humble.k12.tx.us 

  

  

  

Hello Mrs. Manfred 

 
  

 
Mr. Phipps would like to meet with you at 3:30 today. 

 
  

 
  

 
Thanks, 

 
  

 
Natahia 

 

  

Henry Phipps 

Principal 

281.641.4010 

  

Nachelle Scott 

6th Grade 

Asst. Principal 

281.641.4013 

  

Glenda Daniels 

7th Grade 

Asst. Principal 

281.641.4012 

  

Samba Goddard 

8th Grade 

Asst. Principal 

281.641.4023 

  

Dustin Cabassa 

8th grade Counselor 

281.641.4081 

  

Darlene Johnson  

7th grade Counselor 

281.641.4083 

  

Bradford Stephens 

6th grade Counselor 

281.641.4082 

  

Dear Middle School Students and Parents,  

  

Summer is a great opportunity for students to continue reading and to catch up on 

the reading he/she did not have time for during the school year. It is also a time to 

make sure that students do not lose the literacy skills they gained throughout the 

previous school year. In order to maintain these skills, students will need to complete 

a Summer Reading requirement. Please be informed that for the 2015-16 school year 

ALL students at Humble Middle School will be required to read over the summer.  

  

Students will choose one book from those listed for their grade level, and complete 

the required assignments and activity.  Pre-AP and GT classified students are 

required to complete one assigned activity, two projects from a provided list, and 

one grade level writing assignment.   

  

All assignments will be due NO LATER than September 14, 2015.  Points will be 

deducted for everyday the assignment is late until September 18, 2015 after-which 

the assignment will no longer be accepted. 

  

Summer Reading assignments will count as four formative grades for Pre-AP and 

GT.  

  

Summer Reading assignments provide several advantages for students, including 

maintaining skills over the summer, fostering independent learning, and continued 

love of reading.  Thanks in advance for your continued support. 

  

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns. 

  

Gay Spencer-Williams 

Gay.spencer-williams@humble.k12.tx.us 

281-641-4085 

  

Jervasia Breed 

Jervasia.breed@humble.k12.tx.us   

281-641-4065 

 

  

  
  

  

mailto:Gay.spencer-williams@humble.k12.tx.us
mailto:Jervasia.breed@humble.k12.tx.us
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6th GRADE SUMMER READING LIST 
 
 

Fiction 
 
Auxier, Jonathan. 2014. The Night Gardener 

Cavanaugh, Nancy J. 2014. Always, Abigail 

Eddleman, Peggy. 2013. Sky Jumpers 

Gibbs, Stuart. 2013. Spy Camp  

Hale, Nathan. 2012. Nathan Hale's Hazardous Tales: One Dead Spy  

Mack, W. C. 2013. Athlete vs. Mathlete 

S Stead, Rebecca. 2012. Liar & Spy 

 

 

Non-Fiction 

Philbrick, Rodman. 2014. Zane and the Hurricane: A Story of Katrina 

 

 

Additional Book Choices 

Ungifted, by Gordon Korman  

Counting by 7’s, by Holly Slone 

Wonder, by R. J. Palacio 

The One and Only Ivan, by Katherine Applegate and Patricia Castelao 

The False Prince, by Jennifer A. Nielsen 
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7th Grade Summer Reading List 
 

Fiction 

Blake, Kendare.  Girl of Nightmares.  

Bodeen, S.A.  The Raft.  

Doller, Trish.  Something Like Normal.  

Henry, April.  The Night She Disappeared.  

Hopkins, Ellen.  Tilt. Margaret K.  

Jordan, Dream.  Bad Boy.  

Kinney, Jeff.  Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Third Wheel.  

Lacey, Josh.  Island of Thieves.  

Lorentz, Dayna.  No Safety in Numbers.  

Ryan, Amy Kathleen. Glow.  

Nonfiction 

Halls, Kelly Milner.  Alien Investigation: Searching for the Truth About UFOs and Aliens.  

Raatma, Lucia.  The Science of Soldiers.   

Wasdin, Howard E.; Templin, Stephen.  I Am a SEAL Team Six Warrior: Memoirs of an American Soldier.  
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8th GRADE SUMMER READING LIST 
 
 

Fiction 
 

Gibbs, Stuart. 2013. Spy Camp 

Ponti, James. 2012. Dead City 

Ransom, Candice F. 2012. Rebel McKenzie 

Holyoke, Polly. 2013. The Neptune Project. 

Taylor, S.S. 2012. The Expeditioners and the Treasure of Drowned Man's Canyon 

Fantaskey, Beth. Buzz Kill 

Garcia, Kami. Unbreakable 

Harrington, K.A. Forget Me 

Lunetta, Demitria. In the After 

Pearson, Mary E. The Kiss of Deception 

Van Wagenen, Maya. Popular: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek 

Charbonneau, Joelle. The Testing 

Fforde, Jasper. The Last Dragonslayer 

Sheinkin, Steve. Lincoln’s Grave Robbers 

 

Non-Fiction 
 

Greitens, Eric. The Warrior’s Heart 

Leyson, Leon. The Boy on the Wooden Box 
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6th- 8th Grade Summer Reading Required Assignment 
 
Fictional Assignment: Book Jacket 
 

Your Name _______________________________________________     

Grade:_____________________________________________________    

ID#:________________________________________________________ 

 

Please complete the following assignment based on your fictional title. This can be done digitally or by 

hand, but will be turned in at the beginning of the upcoming school year. 

 

a. Fold a sheet of paper like it’s a hard cover book jacket 

b. On the cover create/include an illustration that will describe the story. 

c. On the inside flap write a description of the main character. 

d. On the inside back flap write a description of the central problem/conflict. 

e. On the back cover discuss the idea of change throughout this novel, with examples from the text. 
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6th- 8th Grade Summer Reading Required Assignment  
 

Non-Fiction:  Novel Information Sheet 
 
 
Your Name _______________________________________________    Grade:___________________________   ID#:__________________________ 
 
Please answer the following questions about the novel you read. Use an extra sheet of paper to 
continue your answers if necessary. 
 

Title_______________________________________________ Author____________________________________________________________ 
Copyright date_________________________________ Number of pages_______________________________________________ 
 
1. Express your personal opinion about the book. “I liked it,” or “I hated it,” or “It was okay," are not sufficient. 
Explain your reasons for liking or disliking the book. Give examples from the book that support your opinions. To 
whom would you recommend your book and why? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What is the central idea discussed in the book? What issues or ideas does the author explore? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Discuss one specific passage that struck you as significant—or interesting, profound, amusing, illuminating, 
disturbing, sad...? What was memorable? Quote (word for word) the passage from your book. Explain why you 
think the passage has value and is worth remembering. Include page numbers. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Discuss a second specific passage that struck you as significant—or interesting, profound, amusing, 
illuminating, disturbing, sad...? What was memorable? Quote (word for word) the passage from your book. Explain 
why you think the passage has value and is worth remembering. Include page numbers. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6th- 8th Grade Summer Reading Project Options 
 

Instructions: Each student is responsible for completing one activity from the following list. The activity can be from 
any row or column. 

 

Scene It! 
 

Pick a pivotal scene from the 

novel to dramatize. Record the 

scene using digital technology. 

Props, musical instruments, 

prerecorded music, and 

costumes may be used. 

Performances may be no 

longer than five minutes. 

Dear Diary! 
 

Pretend to be one of the main 

characters from your novel and 

write a diary entry from their point of 

view. Explain how this character is 

thinking/feeling about a pivotal event, 

major decision, etc. Reflect on what is 

happening as well as how the character 

may be changed. (Must be over one 

page) 

Book Trailer! 
 

Prepare a video trailer for your chosen 

novel. The trailer should be 3-5 

minutes long, and a positive 

presentation of the subject. The trailer 

must contain original footage, or 

copyright free media. Ex: 

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wr7tqhLuY 

http://blachan.com/shahi/ 

http://freeplaymusic.com/  

Poetry Corner! 
 

Write a poem or song lyrics 

that connect to your novel. 

You can focus on the plot 

(what happened), 

characters, or personal 

connections 

 that you have with this novel. 

*Must be 30 lines or longer 

Author Inquiry! 
 

Write a letter to the author of your 

chosen novel. Explain what you liked and 

disliked, ask any questions that you have 

about the story/characters, explain what 

you would have changed if you were the 

author, and mention at least one thing 

that you will always remember about this 

novel and why.  

 

(Should be written in letter format! Must 

be over one page) 

Sneaky Snoop! 
 

As an investigative reporter, you sneak into the 

home of the main character in your novel. 

Report at least 10 items that you find and 

include a picture (hand-drawn or digital) for 

each item. Also, include a written Explanation 

(2-3 sentences per item) identifying how each 

item connects to the main character. These 

items may or may not have been mentioned in 

the novel…feel free to use your imagination 
 

Artist Alley!   
 

Create a cartoon/story board 

(minimum of 8 panels) that is 

based on your novel. It may 

focus on a pivotal series of 

events or summarize the 

entire novel in chronological 

order. 

 

Alternate Timeline! 
 

Create an alternate timeline…change a 

major 

event/ decision in the novel and explain 

how this change would have affected the 

characters and the plot. Would this have 

been a better direction for the novel to 

take? Why/Why not? Explain in 1 page 

and create a new timeline that reflects 

this change.  

Collage! 
 

Create a collage depicting a theme from the 

novel. Explain how this collage depicts the 

theme. Use colorful pictures from magazines or 

draw your own. 

 

http://freeplaymusic.com/
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6th- 8th Grade Summer Reading Project Grading Rubric 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Criteria Exemplary 
100% 

Proficient 85% Developing 
70% 

Insufficient 
60% 

 

Select One 
Project 
Rubric 

ALL parts are 
completed and 
responses show 
evidence of a 
deep 

understanding of 
the novel 
 

ALL parts are 
completed and 
responses show 
evidence of a 
basic 
understanding 

of the novel 
 

SOME parts are 
completed and 
responses show 
evidence of a 
basic 

understanding of 
the novel 
 

FEW or NO parts 
were completed 
with little to no 

understanding 

of the novel 
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6th Grade (Pre-AP/GT) 

REQUIRED SUMMER READING 

WRITING PROJECTS 
 

READ 

 

In most literary works, characters interact with other characters, animals, nature, and 

setting. They may support, come in conflict with, or learn from others.  

 

 

 

THINK 

 

In the book you read this summer, think of all the characters and how they supported or 

interacted with each other.  

 

 

WRITE 

 

In a well-organized, multi-paragraph essay, explain a relationship that exists between 

two characters in your summer reading novel. Provide at least two examples of how the 

characters support or interact with each other. 

 

 

 

As you write your essay, be sure to – 

 think about a clear central idea – a relationship that exists between two characters 

 explain the relationship between the two characters 

 organize your ideas to help the reader understand your essay 

 develop your ideas using at least two examples from the book as support 

 proofread your writing for correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, 

and sentences 

 avoid merely summarizing your book 

 

 
Note: Students must choose a fictional novel for the writing assignment.  If you choose a non-fiction book for your primary summer 

reader you will have to read an additional book of your choice to complete the writing assignment.   
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7th Grade (Pre-AP/GT) 

REQUIRED SUMMER READING 

WRITING PROJECTS 
 

READ 

 

An example of a character having an inner struggle occurs in the autobiography Bad Boy 

when the author says, “I knew in my heart that I would have some difficulties in life 

because of my speech problems, and I also knew that I wouldn’t always be able to solve 

them by punching somebody out.”  

 

 

THINK 

In what ways is the main character (protagonist) in your summer reading book in 

conflict with him/herself? What choices or decisions does he/she make as a result of the 

inner conflict? 

 

 

WRITE 

In a well-organized, multi-paragraph essay, explain how the protagonist’s internal 

conflict influences his/her choices or decisions. Provide at least two specific examples 

from the text to support your response. 

 

 

As you write your essay, be sure to – 

 think about a controlling idea – an inner struggle that results in a choice or 

decision for the protagonist in the book 

 explain the inner struggle and how it influences a choice or a decision 

 organize your ideas to help the reader understand your essay 

 develop your ideas using at least two examples of text evidence from the book as 

support 

 proofread your writing for correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, 

and sentences 

 avoid merely summarizing your book 

 
Note: Students must choose a fictional novel for the writing assignment.  If you choose a non-fiction book for your primary summer 

reader you will have to read an additional book of your choice to complete the writing assignment.   
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8th Grade (Pre-AP/GT) 

REQUIRED SUMMER READING 

WRITING PROJECTS 

 

READ 

 

In many works of literature, characters experience change from the beginning to the end 

of the novel.  

 

 

THINK 

 

Think of how a character acts differently at the end of the book than he or she did at the 

beginning. What happened to cause that change? 

 

WRITE 

 

Write a well-organized, multi-paragraph essay explaining how one of the characters 

from your summer reading book changes as a result of an experience or conflict. Provide 

at least two pieces of text evidence as support for the change. 

 

 

 

As you write your essay, be sure to – 

 think about a controlling idea – how a character changes as a result of an 

experience or a conflict 

 explain the change in terms of how the character is in the beginning and how the 

character is at the end 

 organize your ideas to help the reader understand your essay 

 develop your ideas using at least two examples of text evidence as support 

 proofread your writing for correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, 

and sentences 

 avoid merely summarizing your book 

 

 
Note: Students must choose a fictional novel for the writing assignment.  If you choose a non-fiction book for your primary summer 

reader you will have to read an additional book of your choice to complete the writing assignment.   

 


