
Even More Project Idea Questions 
 

Will varying temperatures affect the amount of rust on 

a penny, nail, needle and paper clip when submerged in 

different liquid environments? 

How fast will a penny rust? What makes it rust faster - 

orange juice or soda? Which would rust first - a penny, a 

nail, a needle or a paper clip? See what develops in this fun 

chemical project!  

Which soft drink contains the most fizz? 

Did you ever wonder why soft drinks make you burp? 

That’s because soft drinks contain a gas called carbon 

dioxide. This experiment investigates the amount of carbon 

dioxide in different soft drinks.  

Which uses more water, a bath or a shower? 

Many of the things we do each day have an impact on our 

environment. Sometimes the things we do are good for the 

environment, and sometimes they are bad for the 

environment. This experiment allows you to investigate 

whether bathing or showering is better for the environment. 

It’s a simple experiment that doesn’t involve many extra 

materials. But you will learn a lot from conducting it.  

 

 

 

 



 

Does age make a difference in lung capacities? 

Have you ever wondered why some people can blow up a 

balloon much easier than others? The person who finds this 

job less difficult probably has a greater lung capacity than 

those who find it more difficult. This experiment 

investigates the differences in lung capacity between 

people of different age groups.  

What do most car drivers do at stop signs? Do they 

stop, or do they just slow down? 

All of you aspiring behavioral psychologists will just love 

this project. You will observe the behavior of drivers at 

intersection stop signs to see if drivers obey the law or not.  

What type of liquid will cause a penny, a nail, a paper 

clip and a sewing needle to rust the fastest? 

All of you budding chemists will love this project where 

you subject several different metal objects to a variety of 

liquids and then observe and record the reactions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Is it possible to make wonderful perfume without using 

alcohol? 

All of you would-be chemists will be admired by women of 

all ages if you can finally find a method to make beautifully 

fragrant perfume without using alcohol. As a matter of fact, 

you may discover that there are several different recipes 

which will give you different results. In any event you 

should come out smelling like a rose.  

What is the best way to clean oil in water ? 

 

Oil accidentally discharged into oceans and other 

waterways can be a disaster to the environment. This 

project shows some ways that you can learn how to clean 

oil in water and perhaps save the planet from ecological 

disasters. 

 

Will fruit ripen more rapidly if you store the unripe 

fruit with a banana?  

The purpose of this experiment is to measure fruit ripening 

caused by the plant hormone ethylene, by using an iodine 

indicator to detect the conversion of plant starch to sugar 

 

Can you produce light from bacteria that live in sea 

water? 

You will streak luminescent bacteria on an agar plate so 

that you will be able to see them grow and glow. You will 

need to obtain or purchase some materials for this project. 

This is an easy project for lower grades. 



 

How much water is there in an apple? Which fruits 

contain the most water? 

 

You will select a variety of different fruits and put them all 

to the test to determine which has the most water. And 

which has the least water. This is important because water 

is important for health. 

  

Who is better at estimating the unknown, boys or girls? 

 

It’s the guys against the gals in this project. How many 

jelly beans are in the jar? How far away is the flagpole? 

How high is the building? This project is fairly easy and is 

for lower grades. 

 

Will fruits and vegetables stay fresh longer if they are in 

or out of the refrigerator? 

 

You may learn a lot from this project. Then you can 

instruct your mother about the best way to keep fruit and 

veggies fresh longer, and save money.  

 

 

What concentration of bleach is needed to kill mold? 

Bleach kills mold but how much bleach does it take? 

 

 



 

Is it safe to reuse the same water bottle over and over? 

This is an enlightening science project for those athletic 

types. Are you drinking water repeatedly from the same 

bottle? Is it safe? 

 

The amazing egg drop project! 

A true classic. Design a container that will keep an egg 

from breaking when dropped from an 8 foot height. Is it 

possible? 

 

The amazing Christmas drop-the-candy-cane project. 

 

What great fun. Get up high and drop a candy cane. It will 

usually break unless you do something to protect it. How 

well can you cushion the fall to keep the candy cane from 

breaking? 

 

Which melts faster; hard ice cream or soft ice cream? 

The big concern with this project is to get the ice cream 

samples into a test situation before they begin to melt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Can I learn how to avoid freezer burn of the food we 

keep in our home refrigerator freezer and help keep my 

family from wasting good food and money? What kind 

of food wrapping is best to avoid freezer burn? 

 

You can be a hero to Mom and Dad with this fascinating 

project which will show you how to avoid ruining your 

good and expensive food by avoiding freezer burn. You can 

also instruct your friends and neighbors once you learn all 

about it 

 

What effect does yeast have on the decomposition of 

apples, bread and bananas? 

 

This project is an excellent example of a scientific 

experiment that tests a variable on a process. The variable 

is the yeast and the process is the decomposition of several 

different foods. 

 

How do light and dark conditions affect how a butterfly 

(caterpillar) grows? 

All butterfly lovers, this projects is for you! Using live 

butterflies, you will learn how varying light conditions 

affect their growth. You will need to purchase a butterfly 

kit and will need about 3 weeks project lead time.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Which material conserves heat best, paper, cotton, or 

aluminum foil? 

Conserving energy is very important these days. That’s 

because the sources of this energy that allow us to heat our 

homes and drive our cars, like oil and petroleum, are 

nonrenewable sources. Part of conserving energy means 

using less nonrenewable sources. In this experiment, you 

will investigate which materials best help us to conserve 

energy. Most likely, you will find most of the materials you 

need to conduct this experiment within your home.   

 

 

How do variations in light and darkness effect the 

behavior of ants? 

This is a great project for you budding naturalists and those 

interested in the behavior of living things. You will actually 

test how change in light and darkness effect the daily 

behavior of ants, and see for yourself how they react. 

 


