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LEARNING OUTCOMES (I CAN…) 
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 Distinguish the differences between 

fiction and nonfiction (10A/4J,K) 

 Use my knowledge of narrative and 

expository text features to make 

predictions about text organization and 

content (10A, 3A/4J,K, 4D,J) 

 Distinguish between interesting details 

and important information to help me 

determine what to learn (14A/4I) 

 Use text features (e.g., title, table of 

contents, illustrations) to locate specific 

information in text (14D/4D) 

 

 Use text features to help me distinguish 

important from unimportant information 

(14D/4D) 

 Recognize and understand what a detail is 

(14A/4I) 

 Distinguish between interesting details and 

important information to help me 

determine what to learn (14A/4I) 

 

 Identify the topic and explain the author’s 

purpose in writing the text (NF) (13A/4J) 

 Locate the facts that are clearly stated in a 

text (14B/4I) 

 Follow written multi-step directions 

(procedural) (15A, 28B/4D,E, 2E,G,H,I, 3F) 

 Use common graphic features to assist in 

the interpretation of text (e.g., caption, 

illustrations) (15B/4D)  
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 Stop and think about new information I 

learn from my reading (Fig. 19C) 

 Put information into my own words and 

shape my learning into a new thought 

(29A, 30A, Fig. 19D/1D, 2C, 

3A,B,C,D,G,H,I,J, 1A,B,G, 2I, 3E) 

 

 Merge my thinking, questions, and 

responses with the information from the 

text to better understand and determine 

what to remember  (Fig. 19C) 

 Describe the order of events or ideas in a 

text (14C/4G,K) 

 Identify the main idea in a text and 

distinguish it from the topic (expository) 

(14A/4I)  

 

 

 Identify the main idea in a text and 

distinguish it from the topic (expository) 

(14A/4I) 

 Describe the order of events or ideas in a 

text (14C/4G,K) 

 Explain how determining importance helps 

me as a reader (Fig. 19C) 
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  Understand that summarizing information 

about a topic helps me learn and remember 

important information (Fig. 19E) 

 Merge my thinking with the information 

to create a summary that is interesting to 

read and written in my own words (Fig. 19E) 

 Record basic information in simple visual 

formats (e.g., notes, charts, picture graphs, 

diagrams) (25C/1C) 

 Synthesize big ideas from fiction using 

several strategies, especially inferring, 

visualizing, and connecting (Fig. 19D,F) 

 Understand and summarized important 

ideas from a character’s words and actions 

as well as from story events (9B/4J,K) 

 Think about and interpret the significance 

of events in a story (Fig. 19D) 

 Construct important ideas based on content 

(Fig. 19D) 

 

 Monitor overall meaning, important 

concepts, and themes in text as I read, 

understanding that my thinking changes in 

the process (Fig. 19C) 

 Synthesize to understand more clearly what 

I have read and take my thinking to a 

deeper level (Fig. 19D,C) 

 Explain how summarizing and synthesizing 

helps me as a reader (Fig. 19D) 

The supporting lesson plan documents are organized weekly/daily. Teachers may adjust pacing based on available instructional days and 

student needs. 
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Target(s) for the Week: Distinguish the differences between fiction and nonfiction; Use my knowledge of narrative and expository text features to make predictions about text 

organization and content; Distinguish between interesting details and important information to help me determine what to learn; Use text features to 

locate specific information 

D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

1 

-2 column 

chart 

Fiction 

Nonfiction 

 

Connect and Engage: For the next few weeks, we are going to learn how to determine 

what is important when we read fiction and nonfiction.  What do already know about 

fiction and nonfiction? Ask students to T&T about what they already know-their 

background knowledge or schema- about fiction and nonfiction. (Direct the answers to 

elicit: fiction is not real, usually has characters, beginning, middle, end etc and 

nonfiction is true and real, has specific text features, teaches us something etc.) Create a 

Fiction/Nonfiction chart. Continue to add to it throughout the lessons.  

Information/nonfiction books look different than books that are stories. They have 

important parts that help us to understand what we are learning and how to find 

information quickly.  

Model: Hold up a copy of a fiction book. Ask Sts the type of text and how they know.  

Knowing it is fiction, how might you expect the story to be organized? Discuss how 

knowing what to expect when we read fiction helps us make predictions/understand the 

story. We expect there to be characters, events leading up to a problem and then events 

leading toward a resolution….  

Hold up a nonfiction book.  You look at a lot of information/nonfiction books. How can 

you tell if a book is a story/fiction or if it is nonfiction-an information book, just by 

looking at it? Sts T&T. 

Link to the nonfiction writing units they have written and the mentor texts/charts used 

during those units. (Link what they did in writing to what they do in reading).  Discuss 

and add their thinking to the chart. When we get ready to read nonfiction, you won’t find 

characters, or a beginning, middle, end, problems or resolutions either. Instead, these 

kinds of books/text (nonfiction) are organized around specific topics and main ideas 

and they try to teach you something 

Guide/Collaborate:  With partners, Sts choose a nonfiction book and a fiction book 

and create a Venn diagram that shows the two books’ differences and similarities. 

Model how to create the Venn Diagram and add one or two ideas to it. Then create large 

diagram that combines everyone’s thinking. 

Lesson recap:  Narrative text and expository text both have predictable characteristics 

and features the reader can count on before they read that allows us to make meaning 

more easily as we read.  

 

 

 

T&T: What is the difference in 

fiction and nonfiction texts? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: Think together. You 

look at a lot of 

information/nonfiction books. 

How can you tell if a book is a 

story/fiction or if it is 

nonfiction-an information 

book, just by looking at it? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sts/partners share their 

Venn diagrams on 

Fiction/Nonfiction 

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

2 

 Connect & Engage:  Choose nonfiction text (Example used for this lesson-Working in 

Space by Patricia Whitehouse). Introduce the text. Informational text gives facts about a 

certain topic. I think Working in Space is informational/nonfiction because it shows 

photos of real astronauts doing their work. When readers make predictions about what 

they’ll learn, they activate their schema about the topic and what they know about the 

type of text they are about to read. You can use what you know about this type of text to 

make predictions about its contents-what the text might teach you. Readers of nonfiction 

don’t make predictions about the kinds of things they expect will happen but about the 

kinds of things they expect to learn.  

T&T: activate your BK/schema about what you already know about how astronauts 

work in space.  

Model:  T- look through the pages (skim/scan) looking closely at the pictures/captions, 

reading the headings.  Think aloud about how the organization of the text helps you 

predict what you are going to learn about. (When I read Working in Space I can tell 

from the headings what information the author is going to teach me. On this page, the 

heading says Jobs in Space, so I know this part is going to tell me about their jobs in 

space…  

Read through the first few pages, thinking aloud how the heading helps you understand 

what the whole page will about, the captions helps you understand the picture/text… 

Explain that depending on their purposes for reading, they don’t have to read the text in 

order. Model. 

Guide:  Ask Sts to identify and read the heading and caption on p. 423. How does the 

heading help you understand what the whole page will be about? How does the caption 

help you understand the large picture?  Continue reading discussing the important 

information. 

Lesson recap: Knowing what to expect from fiction and nonfiction text-how it’s 

organized- helps us make predictions. In fiction we make predictions about what we 

think will happen and in nonfiction, we make predictions about what we think we’ll 

learn.  When we are reading nonfiction, we know that the author uses specific text 

features to help the reader understand what he/she is trying to teach us.  The headings 

told us exactly what the big ideas were going to be.  The author organized the text with 

headings then information about that and pictures with captions to give us even more 

important information.  When we read independently, we need to think about how the 

text is organized and how important it is to read/think carefully about the special text 

features the author uses to help us read and understand the important information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What do you know 

about how astronauts work in 

space? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What have learned from 

looking at the 

pictures/captions, and 

headings? 

Sts bring NF texts to the 

carpet. Share the special 

text features found and 

what their purpose is.  

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 

 

Turn to page 421. Tell 

how the heading, photo, 

and caption help you 

understand the ideas.  
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

3 

(Book Title) 

Most Important 

Information 

Connect & Engage:  Hold up a copy of The Biggest Bear by Lynd Ward (Book 

used as an example for this lesson.). What type of text do you predict this is? 

(Fiction) Knowing that it is fiction, how might you expect the story to be 

organized? (Guide Sts to beginning, middle, and end, setting, characters, 

problem, events that connect to the problem and a resolution, etc.) Good thinking. 

You remembered what we learned about fiction and how it is organized. 

Knowing what to expect when we begin reading helps us better understand what 

we read.  The Biggest Bear is a really great book. It is filled with important 

information that helps us understand what is happening. Like all books, it also 

has some information that is not as important to the story. Let’s start by looking 

at the cover.  Sts T&T then share out with the group.  

Model: Based on what they know about fiction story structure, give them 

opportunities to predict/confirm predictions as you read.  

 Read to page 4. I am thinking about what is important. It sounds like it is pretty 

important to Johnny to have a bearskin on the barn. I am thinking it is important 

that he lives on a farm; people who live in cities aren’t likely to have barns or 

bears. I noticed a detail that isn’t very important. It said that the apple orchard 

was on a hill. I don’t think the hill is very important to this story.  Read to page 

12. It seems to me that it is important that Johnny has a gun. Sts T&T. What do 

you think? What seems important so far? Can you name a detail that is 

unimportant? Sts. Share out.  Let’s make a list of the things in the story so far we 

think are the MOST important.  List on chart.  

Lesson recap:  We know that all books/texts are filled with important 

information that helps us understand what we are reading.  They also have some 

information that make the reading more interesting but aren’t as important. They 

aren’t big ideas.  We can’t remember every single thing when we read so we 

have to be able to recognize the most important information. 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What do you see on the 

cover that you think will be 

important to the story? Do you 

see anything that may not be so 

important? 

 

T&T: Using what you know 

can you predict what the story 

might be about? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What do you think? 

What seems important so far? 

Can you name a detail that is 

unimportant? 

 

 

 

 

Sts mark and share an 

important part from their 

independent reading. 

 

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

4 

(Book Title) 

Most Important 

Information 

Connect & Engage:  Yesterday we began reading The Biggest Bear. This is a 

great book filled with important information that helps understand what is 

happening.  We also know that we can’t remember every detail we read. As 

readers, we have to be able to decide which information is most important to the 

story or what we are reading.  

Guide:  Review important information from yesterday. Read to page 42.  

Ask Sts. T&T about what they think is most important and what is unimportant 

information. Sts can capture thinking on sticky notes. Sts share out and discuss. 

Add to anchor chart. 

Lesson recap:  Thinking about the most important information when we read 

helps us understand the story and remember the most important parts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T:  What is most 

important? What is 

unimportant? 

Sts mark and share an 

important part from their 

independent reading. 

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 

 

Analyze Sts sticky notes 

for understanding. 

5 

 Connect & Engage:   

Guide: Continue to the end. Pause occasionally to give partners time to talk 

about important vs. unimportant information.  

What a great story! So many important things happened. Let’s add to our list of 

the things in the story we think are the most important. Then we will use our list 

to retell the story focusing on the most important information. 

Sts T&T about what was most important. I am going to practice retelling the 

story using the ideas we have listed. Listen as I retell, and see if we have 

forgotten anything important. After modeling the retell, Sts T&T about the retell.  

Collaborate: It is your turn to plan a retell. Meet with your partner and talk 

about your retell. Your job is to decide what important information you will be 

sure to include and then practice your retell together. Later, we will form groups 

of four so you can do your retells for each other.  

Students can write what they think is important to understand from the story and 

an unimportant detail from the story. 

Lesson Recap:  You are so smart. You were able to recognize and remember the 

most important information in the story then use it to retell the story, and not 

leaving out any important information.  Whenever you read, always remember to 

think about what is the most important information I need to remember. 

 

 

 

 

T&T:  What is most 

important? What is 

unimportant? What do we want 

to add to our list? 

 

T&T:  Think together. How 

was my retell? Did I include 

the most important 

information? Is there anything 

else I should add? 

 

Sts share most important 

information from their 

independent reading. 

Retell the part they read 

by sharing the most 

important information. 

Are students able to: 

 distinguish fiction 

from nonfiction? 

 recognize and 

understand what the 

most important is? 

 distinguish important 

information from 

unimportant 

information? thinks is 

important.  

 

Students can write what 

they think is important to 

understand from the story 

and an unimportant detail 

from the story. 

 

 

MATERIALS:  Day 1 Suggested Lesson Text: Choose fiction and nonfiction text(s) (with specific text features, such as table of contents, headings, pictures/captions, indexes) 

Day 2 Suggested Lesson Text: Working in Space -Texas Journeys Unit 6 Lesson 28 T224- (St book p. 414)  

Day 3-5 Suggested Lesson Text: The Biggest Bear Interactive Read Alouds 2-3 by L Hoyt, pp. 53. Other fiction text suggestions, Diary of a Worm, Seven Blind Mice, The Man 

Who Walked Between the Towers, The Dinosaurs of Waterhouse Hawkins, The Story of Jumping Mouse. (Any fiction book with good picture support for important ideas.) 
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Target(s) for the Week: Recognize and understand what a detail is; Distinguish between interesting details and important information to help me determine what to learn; Use 

 text features to help me distinguish important from unimportant information  

 

D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

1 

-2 column chart 

 

Interesting 

Details 

 

Important 

Information 

Connect & Engage:  Select a NF article or book. (Example for this 

lesson Helen Keller by Jane Sutcliffe).  If using short text, give Sts their 

own copy of the text.  Engage Sts in skimming the text and pictures of a 

book or article to get an idea of the contents. Always activate your 

schema for a subject. Have any of you ever heard of Helen Keller? I have 

a little schema about her. I know she was deaf and blind and famous for 

all she accomplished.  Look at this article about…Scan the pictures and 

skim the words to get an idea about…  Turn to each other and talk about 

what you learned about… from looking through the text. 

Model: Review what a detail is. In nonfiction, writers use a lot of details 

to make the writing interesting. Model how to distinguish important 

information from interesting details on the anchor chart. We want to 

remember the important information when we read. We can’t always 

remember all the information we come across when we read, so we have 

to separate the interesting details from the important information.  

As I read this article, watch how I decide which information is a detail 

and which is a more important idea. I will put the information on the 

anchor chart. Read parts 1 & 2 of the text, stopping to think aloud and 

chart about the important information/interesting details. Why do you 

think the author started the story with this description?  (To show how 

the world might seem if you can’t see.) When I read, I often pause to 

think about the important ideas. I don’t need to remember unimportant 

details, like how Hel 

Continue to read through part 3, thinking aloud; I’m not sure that is the 

most important idea.  I think that is more of an interesting detail. 

Or…That is definitely important! So I’m going to write…)  

What is the difference between interesting details and important 

information? Sts T&T. 

Lesson recap:  We learned that it is important to be able to decide which 

information is an interesting detail and which is important information 

we need to remember. We learned important information about Helen 

Keller… 

 

 

T&T: What do you know 

about…? 

 

T&T: Talk about what you 

learned about… from 

looking at the text.  

 

T&T: What would it be like 

to be deaf and blind? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: Talk about the 

difference between 

interesting details and 

important information. 

Share important 

information from 

independent reading. 

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor Chart(s) Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

2 

2 column chart 

 

Interesting Details 

 

Important 

Information 

Connect & Engage:  Yesterday…today we will continue to learn more 

important information about Helen Keller.  

Guide:  Continue to read parts 4-10, stopping to ask Sts what they think is 

most important. Let’s try sorting some information together. T&T about what 

you think the important information is.  

Sts will code the most important information in each section with a star or 

asterisk. A star is a code we can use to show that something is important. 

Model coding a piece of important information with a star (directly on the 

article or using sticky-notes in a book). Explain they can also add their own 

thoughts (Wow, “I didn’t know that.” etc.) 

Lesson recap:  Today we learned more important information about Helen 

Keller. We learned… You worked on choosing the most important information  

T&T:  What do you think the 

important information is? 

Share important 

information and 

interesting details from 

independent reading. (Sts 

marked the important 

information.) 

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 

 

T analysis of Sts marking 

text with a star for 

important information.  

3 

2 column chart 

 

Interesting Details 

 

Important 

Information 

Connect & Engage:  Yesterday… use the anchor chart to sum up the 

important information so far. 

Collaborate:  Finish reading the story about Helen Keller. Sts work with their 

partner to write/code (star) the most important information. With your partner, 

talk about what you think is most important. You may not agree, but your 

discussion can help you as you make your decision. Move around the room 

and conference with pairs. Talk more about that… What do you think is most 

important here? 

Sts share what they learned as well as what they think the most important 

information is. Add important information the anchor chart. Invite Sts to share 

details. Write them on the anchor chart. (When Sts aren’t in agreement, ask 

them to explain their thinking.  

Lesson recap:  You worked on picking out the most important information, 

and you learned what a detail is: a small bit of information. We know that 

good readers need to be able to decide which information is an interesting 

detail and which is important. Now you can try this in your own books. Great 

work today! 

T&T: With your partner, talk 

about what you think is most 

important. 

Sts share what they 

learned as well as what 

they think the most 

important information is. 

Add important 

information the anchor 

chart. 

Invite Sts to share details. 

Write them on the anchor 

chart. 

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 

 

T analysis of Sts marking 

text with a star for 

important information 

4 

2 column chart 

 

Interesting Details/ 

Important 

Information 

Connect & Engage:  Choose another NF text. Continue working on determining 

important information. We know that good readers need to be able to decide which 

information is an interesting detail and which is most important. We are going to 

read another nonfiction piece. Introduce the text. Sts. Activate BK/schema, skim 

and scan looking for important information, and make predictions.  Discuss how 

the text is organized. 

Model/Guide: Think aloud about the main topic and the author’s purpose. Read 

the first part, thinking aloud about the important information/ using the text 

features (bold print, captions, headings…) for information. (If choosing a book 

with table of contents, may choose a section to concentrate on.) Begin a new 

anchor chart for this text. In the next section(s), pause allowing Sts opportunities to 

T&T/share out  what they think is important or a detail.  

Lesson Recap: Good readers know how decide which information is important 

and what we need to remember. Today we started reading about…and 

learned…some very important information. You can do the same thing in your own 

reading. Stop as you are reading and think about the most important information 

in the part you just read, just like we have been doing. You can code it with a star 

(sticky note star.) 

T&T:  What do you think the 

important information is? What 

did you learn from skimming 

and scanning the article? 

 

 

 

T&T:  What do you think is 

important in the section I just 

read?  

Sts share important 

information from their 

independent reading. 

Share interesting details. 

T analysis of Sts marking 

text with a star for 

important information 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor Chart(s) Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

5 

2 column chart 

 

Interesting Details/ 

Important 

Information 

Connect & Engage:  Yesterday we began reading about…Today you will 

have an opportunity to work together, choosing the most important 

information, separating big ideas from details. 

Collaborate:  Sts work together, reading the rest of the text (T may choose to 

read the sections first to Sts.) stopping to recognize and code important 

information.  Partners share out-T adds to anchor chart. 

Lesson Recap: You learned… about (topic). You are so smart. You were able 

to choose the most important information to remember. When you read, 

always stop and think about what was the most important information in what 

you read.  

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What is the main topic 

of this piece and why do you 

think the author wrote it. 

 

St share Sts share 

important information 

from their independent 

reading. Share interesting 

details 

Are students able to: 

 recognize and 

understand what a 

detail is? 

 distinguish important 

information from 

interesting details? 

 code important 

information in the 

text with a star? 

 

MATERIALS: Day 1-3 Suggested Lesson Text: Helen Keller by Jane Sutcliffe-Texas Journeys Unit 3 Lesson 14 T312-321 (St book pp 417)  Lesson adapted from Primary 

Comprehension Toolkit (PTK) Book 5, Lesson 16  (Other Resources for NF text: articles from magazines like Time for Kids, Scholastic News, National Geographic Explorer.) 

Day 4-5 Suggested Lesson Text: Toolkit Texts Grades 2-3 or Primary Comprehension Toolkit Source Book of Short Text   or Articles from magazines like Time for Kids, 

Scholastic News, National Geographic Explorer.  
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Target(s) for the Week: Identify the topic and explain the author’s purpose in writing the text; Locate facts that are clearly stated in a text; Follow written multi-step directions 

(procedural); Use common graphic features to assist in the interpretation of text (e.g., caption, illustrations) 

D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 

Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or Collaborative 

Practice 

What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 

(Opportunity to reteach at close 

of Shared Reading and/or 

Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 

(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

1 

Title of Text 

 

Facts about… 

Connect & Engage:  Many books are filled with facts. When you read a 

book full of facts, you don’t need to remember all the facts. You just need 

to remember the ones that help you better understand the topic of the 

book. How do you know which facts are important? That’s what we will 

continue to think about and practice and learn.  Introduce the new text. 

(Example text: Penguin Chick.) Activate BK/schema. Sts T&T then share 

out.  Skim and scan. This selection is about real animals in a real place. 

That tells me it is nonfiction. Nonfiction tells facts about a topic. 

Narrative nonfiction tells these facts so they seem like a story. Penguins 

caring for a baby sounds like a story, so I think that this is narrative 

nonfiction. Why do you think the author wrote this piece like a story? Sts 

T&T. 

Model: Read the first 2 pages, emphasizing how the picture on page 196 

helps the reader understand tobogganing described in the text.  Reiterate 

that narrative nonfiction tells facts about a topic in a way that seems like a 

story. Model/Think aloud about pulling the important facts from the 

narrative. There are also many opportunities with this type of text for Sts 

to infer/predict.  Read through the first 6 pages, stopping to model pulling 

important facts from the text. Discuss the parts that aren’t facts but part of 

the narrative of how it might have been based on the facts.  

Lesson recap: Today we read narrative nonfiction about penguin babies. 

This is a narrative nonfiction that tells facts about the topic. Narrative 

nonfiction tells these facts so they seem like a story. Some of the facts we 

have learned so far are… The author wrote this story to teach us about 

how penguins take care of their babies. 

 

 

T&T: What do already 

know about penguins and 

how they take care of their 

babies? 

 

 

T&T:  Why do you think 

the author chose to write 

narrative nonfiction, a book 

with true facts but written 

like a story? 

Sts continue to share 

their 

observations/thinking 

from their independent 

reading. 

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 



2013-2014 Humble ISD 

Interactive Read-Aloud – 2
nd

 Grade – Unit 8, Week 24 

Humble ISD 2nd Grade  Bundle 3, Unit 8 
  Revised 6/13 

10 

 

D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

2 

Title of Text 

 

Facts about… 

Connect & Engage:  Yesterday we started reading Penguin Chick.  

We learned this is narrative nonfiction that tells facts about a topic but tells these 

facts so they seem like a story. Review the anchor chart. We learned these 

important facts so far…. 

Guide: Continue to read, (finish) the selection, stopping to guide Sts into 

identifying facts from the text. Continue pulling important facts from the text and 

discussing the parts that are part of the narrative and how these parts are 

relate/based on the facts. (How would the author know that?) 

Lesson recap: Today we learned more from our book Penguin Chick. We 

learned…You were able to choose the most important information from this 

narrative nonfiction. It’s important to remember that there are true facts in this 

type of text even though it sounds like a story.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What facts should we 

add to our chart?  What did we 

learn/want to remember? 

 T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 

3 

Title of Text 

 

Facts about… 

Connect & Engage:  Introduce new NF text. Look at this article about… Scan 

the pictures and skim the words to get an idea about…  Turn to each other and 

talk about what you learned about… from looking through the text. 

Model: Continue Lesson objective.  Nonfiction is filled with facts. You don’t 

need to remember all the facts; just the ones that help you better understand the 

topic. How do you know which facts are important? That’s what we will continue 

to think about and practice and learn.  Let’s start with the topic. What is this 

article about? Sts T&T.  Guide Sts responses to the topic and the author’s 

purpose. When we know what the author wants us to learn, it makes it easier.  

Read the first sections, reading/predicting from the subheads, thinking aloud 

about the important facts from each section, discussing and adding to anchor 

chart.  

Lesson recap: Nothing matters more than your thinking when you read. But we 

also know that nonfiction writers have something in mind that they are trying to 

tell the reader. After we know what the topic is and the writer’s purpose, it makes 

it easier to recognize the facts that the writer wants us to learn and remember. 

Today we learned these facts about (topic)… 

T&T:  What do you already 

know about…? 

T&T:  What do you think the 

important information is? What 

did you learn from skimming 

and scanning the article? 

T&T:  What’s the topic of this 

article? 

T&T:  What was his purpose 

for writing this article? What 

does the writer want us to 

learn? 

 

T&T:  What do you think is 

important in the section I just 

read?  

Sts share important 

information from their 

independent reading. 

Share interesting details. 

Analysis of Sts written 

responses.   

4 

Title of Text 

 

Facts about… 

Connect & Engage:  Yesterday we learned… 

Guided: Continue to read/think aloud another section. Sts T&T about what fact 

they think are important. Sts to write down write down what they think the author 

most wanted them to learn and remember; just like they saw you model.   

Collaborate:  Sts work together by finishing the article. Together with their 

partner, they list the important facts they think the writer wants them to learn and 

remember. (T may choose to read these sections aloud then have Sts collaborate 

on their own thinking.) Sts come together to share their facts/thinking. Discuss 

and add to anchor chart. 

Lesson Recap: You are so smart! You are getting so good at recognizing the 

important facts the author wants you to learn and remember. Today we learned…  

When you are reading nonfiction, you can determine the important facts the 

author wants you to learn and remember. You can write your thinking down.  

Students work together to 

determine the facts they think 

the author most wants them to 

learn. 

Share out their 

thinking/important facts 

from the text read.  What 

they think the writers most 

want them to learn and 

remember.  

Analysis of Sts written 

responses.   

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

5 

 Connect & Engage: Choose a selection of different procedural texts. Today 

we are going to read a different type of nonfiction text. (Procedural)  Show 

Sts the selection of procedural texts and let them look through them. 

Sts T&T: What do you notice about this type of writing?  As Sts share out, 

guide their thinking to the characteristics of How-To/Procedural writing. 

Instructions are a type of information text. You are so smart. You noticed…  

They tell how to do or make something. Ask Sts to explain the author’s 

purpose in writing these texts. 

Model: Introduce the procedural/how-to article or book you are using in the 

lesson. If using short texts, give Sts their own copy Ask Sts to T&T about the 

author’s purpose for writing this text. Explain that while in some 

informational/nonfiction, it doesn’t have to be read in order (give example 

from previous lessons) that this type of text has to be read in order.   

Model how to read this type of text.  If there is an introduction we read that 

part first. Ask Sts to find the heading Materials. Read together the materials 

listed. Discuss how helpful it is that the author uses pictures and words to 

make the directions clearer. Explain that instructions tell, in order, the steps 

to follow when doing an activity. The steps are usually numbered, and often 

begin with order words such as first, next, then, and last. Model reading the 

first step and following the directions. 

Guide: Sts read the next directions. Discuss how the pictures clarify exactly 

what the author wants the reader to do. Ask Sts to T&T with a partner and 

retell the procedure in their own words following each step.   

Collaborate/Independent: Sts T&T about what the author did to make the 

directions easy to follow. Explain that Sts will need to carefully read and 

follow the directions to make their own… (whatever procedure you 

introduced). 

Lesson recap: Today we read a different type of nonfiction text-a procedural 

text. They tell how to do or make something. You are so smart! You saw how 

this text was organized (materials listed, pictures, numbered order) and were 

able to read this text and follow the directions to make…   

 

T&T:  What do you notice 

about this type of writing?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: Why did the writer 

write this piece? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: Retell the order of 

events in this How-To in your 

own words. 

 

 

T&T: Talk with your partner 

about what the author did to 

make sure the reader could 

follow the directions and 

make a stick puppet.  

 

Sts share their 

understandings of 

procedural text, 

(characteristics on 

procedural writing) 

 Are students able to: 

 identify facts in a 

narrative nonfiction? 

 identify the topic 

and explain the 

author’s purpose? 

 locate facts that are 

stated in text? 

 Understand how to 

read and follow 

directions in a 

procedural text? 

MATERIALS: Day 1 & 2 Suggested Lesson Text: Penguin Chick by Betty Tatham- Texas Journeys T32 Unit 5 Lesson 21 (St book p. 190)   (May choose any Narrative 

Nonfiction) Other Suggestions: Bat Loves The Night, Into the Sea, Red Eyed Tree Frog, Tigress 

Day 3 & 4 Suggested Lesson Text: Choose a short NF text. Suggested texts: Animal Ears: Adaptations for Hearing; Crackle, Flash, Boom from Toolkit Texts Grades 2-3  

Day 5 Suggested Lesson Text: A selection of procedural texts. Texas Journeys-Unit 5 Lesson 22- How to Make a Kite by Joanna Korba (St book pp.238-239) 
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Target(s) for the Week: Stop and think about new information I learn from my reading; Put information into my own words and shape my learning 

into a new thought 

D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

1 

Steps for 

Paraphrasing 

Information 

Read the 

information, 

stop, and think 

about it. 

 

Say the 

information in 

my own words 

but don’t say 

too much. 

 

React and 

respond to the 

information, 

merging my 

thinking with 

it. 

 

 

-2 column 

chart 

Words/pictures 

from the text 

How I put 

information in 

my own words 

 

Connect & Engage:  Hold up the “A Visit to Mexico” poster unfolded to show the 
many images of the country. Look at the pictures on this poster. It’s all about 
Mexico. Why would we read this piece about Mexico? Our purpose for reading is to 
learn something about Mexico.  Look at the pictures on the poster that’s all about 
Mexico. As we look at the pictures, let’s remember that one of the best ways to learn 
new information is to look carefully, stop for a moment, and think about it. You have 
been doing some great thinking as you read. You have noticed new learning, 
activated your background knowledge, and asked thoughtful questions. All these 
strategies help us better understand the information we’re viewing, listening to, and 
reading.  Today, we are going to think about new information and put it in our own 
words so we really understand it. “Read” the photographs on the poster.  Ask Sts to 
stop to think and look carefully at them. When we view photographs carefully, we 
are using our minds to think about the information, just like when we are reading. 
Take a minute to stop and think about what you see. Then T&T about what you 
observe or have learned from these pictures. Sts share their thinking. Reiterate some 
of the strategies Sts use to get information from photographs (use their BK, look 
carefully etc.) Remind Sts to pay special attention to the nonfiction features.  
Comment on what students notice as they skim and scan the article. Another thing 
you did was pay attention to visual features, like this map. The title is “Our 
Neighbor.” Mexico is right next to the United States. Let’s read and see what else 
we can learn. Read the part under the title. That confirms what we thought-that 
Mexico is right next to the United States. We learned that… (Mexico is a country 
with a rich culture-music, art, food, and interesting people.) You are already talking 
about the information in your own words and merging your thinking with it.  
Model: Start by reading the caption that goes with the photograph of the kids who 
are sitting on top of some old ruins.  Introduce and define the term paraphrase. These 
are pyramids that were built a long time ago. I’m going to paraphrase the 
information I read here. When I paraphrase, I read the information, stop to think 
about it, and say what I learned in my own words. We are much more likely to 
understand what we read when we put the information into our own words. Show 
Sts chart of Steps for Paraphrasing Information. I’ve written the steps I will use to 
paraphrase on the anchor chart. Write the information from the poster in the left 
column of the anchor chart. Now paraphrase that information and put in the 2

nd
 

column. (Mexican pyramids were built by people who lived a very long time ago.)  
Now I’m going to look at the photograph that goes with the caption. I have a 
response. Paraphrase and add to chart. (I’m amazed such old pyramids have lasted 
so long!) I merged some of my thinking with what I noticed in the picture. Go over 
the Steps to Paraphrasing chart.  I read and stopped to think about the information.  I 
put the information into my own words. And then I merged my thinking with 
information; I added some of my own thinking. 
Lesson recap: Today we are thinking/learning how to record new information and 
put it in our own words so we really understand it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: Talk about what 

you observe or have 

learned from these 

pictures. 

Sts identify the topic 

and important 

information from their 

independent reading. 

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach 

at close of Shared 

Reading and/or 

Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

2 

Steps for 

Paraphrasing 

Information 

Read the 

information, 

stop, and 

think about it. 

 

Say the 

information 

in my own 

words but 

don’t say too 

much. 

 

React and 

respond to the 

information, 

merging my 

thinking with it. 

Connect & Engage:  Yesterday… Today we are going to continue reading 

about Mexico and paraphrasing the important information.  

Guide: (Hand out Post-its and pencils.) Continue reading, and then ask Sts to 

T&T to try to put the information in their own words. Now it’s your turn. Let’s 

see if we can read and think about another caption and photograph, and then 

put the information in our own words. Read Mexico has colorful festivals…  

(Explain Cinco de Mayo; the day when Mexico won an important battle over 

the French.) Turn and talk with a partner to put this information in your words 

and add your thinking to it.  Take Sts back to the chart of steps to help them 

remember what to do. Stop and think about the information…  Listen in and 

write down Sts’ thinking, capturing their words or encourage them to write 

and/or draw their thinking on post-its themselves. Write the words from the 

poster in the left-hand column then bring Sts back together. As you share, I will 

write the information you paraphrase in the right-hand column. Comment on 

Sts thinking. (Tell us more… That’s an important connection... Expand on a 

comment from one St to show how to merge thinking with the information and 

paraphrase.  

Lesson recap:  Today you took the information from the poster and put it in 

your own words. Then you merged your thinking with the information. Good 

thinking! 

 

 

 

 

T&T: Try to put this 

information into your 

words. Add your thinking 

to it.  

Sts share what they 

learned about 

themselves as 

readers.  

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 

 

Evaluate Sts sticky notes 

for evidence of learning  

3 

Steps for 

Paraphrasing 

Information 

Read the 

information, 

stop, and 

think about it. 
 

Say the 

information 

in my own 

words but 

don’t say too 

much. 
 

React and 

respond to the 

information, 

merging my 

thinking with it. 

Connect & Engage:  Yesterday… 

Collaborate/Independent: Each St will need a copy of the St version of “A 

Visit to Mexico.” You’ve done a great job of viewing, listening, thinking, and 

putting the information in your own words. Now you are going to try this on 

your own. (Hand out post-its, pencils, copies of the poster.) Send Sts off to read 

the other sections of the poster and put information into their own words, 

reminding them to look at the cart if they need guidance. When you come to 

some important information or a picture that teaches you some information, 

remember to stop and think about the information, put it in your own words, 

don’t say too much, and add your response or reaction if you like. You are 

welcome to work by yourself or with a partner. I will come around to confer 

with you as you read. I’m excited about seeing all the new learning that’s going 

to happen! Confer with Sts to make sure they have accurate information and are 

merging their thinking with the information. Invite Sts to share their experience 

with paraphrasing and adding personal reactions.  

Lesson recap:  You have done a great job of reading and viewing to learn new 

information and then put it into your own words. I’m looking forward to 

conferring with you as you keep paraphrasing your learning to really understand 

it. Remember to look back at the Anchor chart so you know what to do! 

Collaborate/Independent 

Work: Continue reading 

and putting the 

information into their own 

words. 

Sts share their 

experience with 

paraphrasing and 

adding personal 

reactions. 

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 

 

Did your Sts: 

 stop and think about 

new information 

they learned from 

their reading? 

 Put information in 

their own words and 

shape their learning 

into a new thought? 

 React, respond, and 

merge their thinking 

with the information 

to better remember 

it? 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor Chart(s) Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

4 

& 

5 

Steps for 

Paraphrasing 

Information 

Read the 

information, stop, 

and think about it. 

 

Say the information 

in my own words 

but don’t say too 

much. 

 

React and respond 

to the information, 

merging my 

thinking with it. 

 

 

-2 column chart 

Words/pictures from 

the text 

How I put 

information in my 

own words 

 

Connect & Engage:  We’ve been learning new information and putting 

it into our own words. Today, we are going to try it with a new article. 

Introduce and preview the new text.  Activate Sts BK. Sts T&T. 

Model/Guide: Continue the lesson from day 1-3 for the next two days 

with a new article. Review the steps to paraphrasing chart.  Give Sts copy 

of the article and ask them to paraphrase the information in the margins, 

right next to the text. Sts use their own notes and the anchor chart to 

describe the new information/ideas in the text.  

Lesson recap:  Great job.  Our goal is to understand what’s in the text, 

merge our thinking with it, and shape the information into a new thought 

by paraphrasing and adding our thinking. You have done just that. You 

can try this in your own reading.  

 

T&T: What do you 

already know about___? 

T&T: Try to put this 

information into your 

words. Add your 

thinking to it. 

Share their thinking 

from their independent 

reading.   

Evaluate Sts sticky 

notes for evidence of 

learning 

Did your Sts: 

 stop and think 

about new 

information they 

learned from their 

reading? 

 Put information in 

their own words 

and shape their 

learning into a new 

thought? 

 React, respond, and 

merge their 

thinking with the 

information to 

better remember it? 

MATERIALS: Day 1-3 Suggested Lesson Text: “A Visit to Mexico” poster (Poster and St version  available on PTK lesson CD) and PTK Source Book of Short Text- Lesson 

adapted from Primary Comprehension Toolkit (PTK) Book 5, Lesson 17  (Other Resources for NF text: articles from magazines like Time for Kids, Scholastic News, National 

Geographic Explorer) 

Day 4-5 Suggested Lesson Text: The Inuit- Toolkit Texts PreK-1 pg 78-79 or Don’t Trash the Earth!  Pg. 74-75- PTK Source Book of Short Text (Other Resources for NF text: 

articles from magazines like Time for Kids, Scholastic News, National Geographic Explorer) 
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Target(s) for the Week:  Merge my thinking, questions, and responses with the information from the text to better understand and determine what to 
remember; Describe the order of events or ideas in a text;  Identify the main idea in a text and distinguish it from the topic (expository) 

D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

1 

-3 Column 
Chart 
I Learned/I 
Wonder/ 
Wow! 

Connect & Engage:  State the purpose of the lesson: Taking notes to 
remember information and organize thinking.  We’re going to learn to 
take notes today. But we’re going to do more than write down just the 
facts. As we read, we will write down what we learn, what we wonder, 
and our reactions to information. When we want to investigate a topic 
that interests us, we take notes. We read the text, view the pictures, and 
write down what we are learning to keep track of it. If we have good 
notes, we can use them to write and illustrate our learning so we can 
share it with others and better understand and remember new learning. 
When we read today, we’ll be using a chart with columns. (Point out the 
I Learned/I Wonder/Wow! anchor chart). We’ve spent a lot time learning 
facts and new information. That’s what goes in the first column labeled I 
Learned. You all love to ask questions. We record our questions in the I 
Wonder column. Now let’s look at the column entitled Wow! When we 
say “Wow!” or “Cool!” we are reacting and responding to information. 
Remember a reaction or response is something we think or feel about the 
information we’re learning-or it can be a connection to our background 
knowledge or experience. We’ll be using the anchor chart to sort and 
organize our thinking and learning. Introduce the text and review how 
we react and respond to information, recording it in the Wow! column. 
Flip through the pages, reading the captions, viewing the pictures. T&T. 
Do you have reactions or responses to it? Such interesting responses and 
reactions! I’ll write these responses in the Wow! column. Respond to the 
Sts’ reactions/responses. This chart will help us keep all our thinking 
straight. I’m thinking that this article is about jellyfish. Let’s see what we 
can learn about them. You’ve already shared your reactions as well as 
some of your BK about Jellyfish.  
Model: Model note-taking by putting information, questions, reactions and 
responses in the appropriate columns. Show how thinking connects across 
columns. Read the first 4 pages stopping to discuss and record new learning, 
questions, and reactions. The headings and illustrations give us more 
information. Notice how I write facts in the first column, questions in the 
second column, and reactions and responses in the third column. I’m going 
to show you how I take notes. Think aloud about your new learning, etc. That 
is new information to me! I have a reaction… I’m going to write…  That 
makes me wonder something. I’m going to write my question… Sketch 
pictures; draw lines, etc. to add to the text on the anchor chart. 
Lesson recap: Today we started reading Jellies. We took notes to 
remember information and organize our thinking to better understand 
what we are reading.  

T&T: Talk about what you 
observe or have learned 
from these pictures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T&T: Do you have any 
reactions or responses? 

Sts identify the topic 
and important 
information from their 
independent reading. 

T observations and 
anecdotal notes during 
T&T, share time, and 
independent practice. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

2 

3 Column Chart 

I Learned/I 

Wonder/ 

Wow! 

Connect & Engage:  Yesterday… Review the anchor chart and the 

understanding about taking notes.  

Guide: (Hand out post-its and pencils.)  Read and take notes with Sts. Guide 

them to write information, questions, reactions and responses on post-its. 

Let’s do some reading and take notes together. As I read, I’d like you to write 

and draw your thinking on post-its. Continue reading to the end of pg. 305, 

stopping after each section, giving Sts time to take their notes. T&T about 

what you learned, what you wonder, or a reaction you have. Who learned 

some things? Who has a question? Who has a reaction? I have a reaction, 

too. Let’s write them on the anchor chart. Point out that people have different 

reactions and responses to the same information. Draw lines from the I 

Learned to the Wow! column to connect. Sketch quick pictures when needed.  

Lesson recap:  You did a great job today taking your own notes. You learned 

new information, asked questions-I wonder-and had responses and reactions 

to what we read.  

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: Talk about what 

you learned, what you 

wonder, or a reaction 

you have. 

 

Sts share what they 

learned about 

themselves as readers.  

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 

 

Evaluate Sts sticky 

notes for evidence of 

learning  

3 

3 Column Chart 

I Learned/I 

Wonder/ 

Wow! 

Connect & Engage:  Yesterday… 

Collaborate/Independent: Have Sts read, then write and/or draw what they 

learn, what they wonder, and their responses. I think you are ready to take 

notes on your own post-its. You can work by yourself or with a partner. You 

are going to read the last two pages of Jellies. (Copy the last 2 pages for each 

St.)  Keep on taking notes-writing and drawing what you learn, what you 

wonder, and your reactions and responses. Remember, you can learn 

information by looking at pictures and features and by reading the words. As 

you write on your post-its, remember to write just one fact, question, or 

response on each post-it. You can also code your thinking-you can write an L 

for learned, a ? for a question, and an ! for Wow! As Sts work, pull together 

a small group and show them how to sort post-its on the I learned/I 

Wonder/Wow! *thinksheet. Let’s share out what you learned, or something 

you wondered or maybe you want to tell us about your response.  After Sts 

have shared, have them T&T and think about the life of an Arctic Lion’s 

Mane jellyfish. What do you think happens first, next, and last?   

Lesson recap:  You have done a great job of writing and/or drawing what 

you learned, what you wondered, and your responses. When readers can take 

notes and merge their thinking with the new information learned, it helps 

them better understand what they read. You can do this in your own 

independent reading.  

Collaborate/ 

Independent Work  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: Think about the 

life of an Arctic lion’s 

mane jellyfish. What do 

you think happens first, 

next, and last?   

 

 

Sts share their post-its 

and/or how they sorted 

their post-its on the 

individual thinksheets.  

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 

 

Did your Sts: 

 react and respond 

as they read and 

learned 

information? 

 distinguish 

between-and 

record-facts, 

questions, and 

responses to keep 

track of their 

thinking? 

 sort and organize 

thinking on the I 

Learned/ I Wonder/ 

Wow! anchor chart 

and thinksheet? 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

4 

Main Idea 

 

Supporting 

Details 

Connect & Engage: Explain to Sts that finding the main idea of a story/text can 

help them better understand what the text is all about. A main idea is an 

important idea about the topic. A supporting detail is a fact that tells more 

about a main idea. A topic is what a selection tells about. (Consider putting the 

definitions on a chart.)  

Introduce the new selection, Super Storms. Read the title and the author’s name 

and “Meet the Author” page. Preview the text, skimming and scanning the 

pictures, the graphic features etc. Sts T&T about what they learned. Share out. 

This is a text about super storms. Activate schema/BK. T&T. 

Model: We are going to use the title to help us figure out the topic of Super 

Storms. Then, as we read, we are going to think about the main idea, and the 

supporting details about the different storms. We are going to use a web to note 

details that tell us more about the main idea. Read to the end of page 235. I 

know the topic is super storms. I’m thinking after reading these pages that the 

main idea is that storms are dangerous. One the first page, the author describes 

storms as sudden and violent. I’m going to write the main idea in the middle 

circle (Main Idea: storms are dangerous). Reread pg. 235. Which details tell 

about lightning? Which of these details support the main idea that storms are 

dangerous? T&T. I’m going to add these to our chart. (Detail: “Lightening can 

start fires” in the smaller circle for details on the web. Another detail is: 

“Lightning can destroy trees or houses” in another circle on the web.) Use 

visualizing to help Sts picture what a thunderstorm looks like. I can use the 

descriptions on these pages to picture in my mind what a thunderstorm looks 

like. I can hear the sound of thunder and see the flashes of lightning. I know 

from my own experience that it rains a lot during a thunderstorm. I can picture 

water rushing off the roofs of houses and down the streets.  

Lesson recap:  We learned that finding the main idea of a story or text can help 

you better understand what the text is all about. The supporting details give us 

more information about the main idea. We learned… about super storms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What did you 

learn from the pictures? 

What else did you 

notice?  

T&T: Have you ever 

been in a scary storm? 

 

 

T&T: Which of these 

details support the main 

idea that storms are 

dangerous? 

Sts share their thinking 

(learned, wondered, 

reactions) to their 

independent reading 

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

5 

Main Idea 

 

Supporting 

Details 

Connect & Engage: Yesterday… Today we are going to continue reading 

Super Storms and look for details that support the main idea-storms are 

dangerous.  

Guide: As I read, listen for details that support the main idea. Continue reading 

to the end of the selection, stopping after each section to discuss and look for 

supporting details. Read to the end of pg. 237. Reread pg. 237. What does the 

first sentence tell about? What other details did you learn about tornadoes?  

Which detail supports the main idea that storms are dangerous? T&T. Sts share 

out. Record their thinking on the anchor chart. Based on these details, what 

words would you use to describe a tornado? Discuss the map on pg 239. 

Continue reading stopping to discuss and record supporting details (pg. 240-

Hurricans can kill people). Sts T&T about what they see when they think about 

a blizzard. Encourage them to describe what they might hear and feel.     

Lesson recap:  Today we finished reading Super Storms. The main idea of the 

whole selection was storms are dangerous. We found supporting details that 

gave us more information about how storms are dangerous and recorded them 

on our web. When we find the main idea and the important supporting details, it 

helps us better understand what we read.  

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: Which detail(s) 

support the main idea? 

T&T: What do you see, 

feel and hear in a 

blizzard? 

Sts share their thinking 

(learned, wondered, 

reactions) to their 

independent reading 

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 

 

Were Sts able to find 

supporting details for 

the main idea? 

MATERIALS: Day 1-3 Suggested Lesson Text: Jellies-Texas Journeys Unit 2 Lesson 10 (St book pg. 292)-Lesson adapted from Primary Comprehension Toolkit (PTK) Book 5, 

Lesson 18   

*Thinksheet- PTK Pg 51 

Day 4-5 Suggested Lesson Text: Super Storms- Texas Journeys Unit 2 Lesson 8 T222 (St book pg. 230 
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Target(s) for the Week: Identify the main idea in a text and distinguish it from the topic (expository), Explain how determining importance helps me 

as a reader; Describe the order of events or ideas in a text; explain how determining importance helps me as a reader 

D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

1 

Main Idea 

 

Supporting 

Details 

Connect & Engage:  Review with Sts: topic, main idea, supporting details.  

Model/Guide: Tell Sts that the topic is the one central thing the book tells 

about. In Super Storms, the title tells the topic: big storms. Point out that the 

author gives supporting details that tell more about each main. Sometimes 

details give examples. Sometimes they make the main idea clearer. Explain 

that authors do not always state the main ideas. Readers must think carefully 

about supporting details. Then readers can infer, or figure out a main idea. 

Last week, we found the main idea of the whole text; storms are dangerous. 

We can also find the main idea of each section-each storm. Reread pg. 236 of 

Super Storms. Explain that a web can help them figure out the main idea in a 

part of a book. The text on pg. 236 says that hail can be larger than a 

baseball. This page shows big balls of ice. I think it would hurt to get hit by 

one of these pieces of hail. The text also tells about the damage that 

hailstorms can cause. (Display a web with Detail: Hail can destroy crops and 

damage buildings and cars and Detail: Hail can be big. I can use these clues 

to make an inference. I infer that the main idea of this page is that hailstorms 

can be dangerous.  Write in middle circle of web on the anchor chart. Reread 

pg. 240-242 of Super Storms. Ask Sts to tell the topic of the pages 

(hurricanes). The author describes the waves caused by hurricanes as 

“pounding” and the winds as “howling.” Think about these clues. What can 

you infer about hurricanes? T&T (They are powerful.) The author tells how 

boats and houses are washed away and how trees and telephone poles are 

uprooted. Think about these clues. What can you infer about hurricanes? 

(They are dangerous.) What does all the rain from a hurricane cause? 

(floods) What can floods do to people? (hurt them) What can you infer about 

hurricanes? They are dangerous. Display a web with (Detail: They cause 

things to be bent and uprooted. Detail: They cause floods.) With the Sts, infer 

the main idea about hurricanes. (Main Idea: Hurricanes are powerful and 

dangerous.)  Fill in on web. Discuss how the topic is different than the main 

ideas.   

Lesson recap: Today we learned that we can find the main idea in a part of 

book. Authors do not always state the main ideas. Readers must think 

carefully about supporting details. Then readers can infer, or figure out, a 

main idea.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What is the 

topic? 

 

T&T: What can you 

infer about hurricanes? 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What can you 

infer the main idea is 

for hurricanes?  

Sts identify the topic 

and important 

information from their 

independent reading. 

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 

 

 

*Grab and Go! 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

2 

- 

4 

 Connect & Engage:  Yesterday… Review understanding about main ideas 
(whole selection or in parts of a book/text, inferring main idea etc.) Let’s play a 
game. I am going to ask you questions and your job is to answer with the main 
idea. Here are some examples: Why do we go to school? You could say, “the 
main idea is to learn.” Why do we brush our teeth? You could say, “The main 
idea is to keep them clean so we don’t get cavities.” Let’s try another one. Why 
do you look both ways before you cross the street? T&T. Here is another 
example: Our playground is a fun place to play but we have rules that need to be 
followed so we can all be safe. We have a rule that says there is no jumping off 
the top of the climbing bars. We have another rule that says only one person can 
be on a swing at a time These rules help to keep us safe when we are on the 
playground. T&T. “The main idea is____.”  
Model/Guide:  This lesson takes place across 3 days. Today we are going to read 
Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin. This is a true story, a biography, 
about a man who lived a long time ago in Vermont. While I read this to you, your 
job is to be thinking about the main idea: Why did the author write the book? 
What did she want us to understand? (Note: The side notes are fascinating but 
might be better read during a second experience with the book.) Read to where 
Snowflake Bentley was trying to draw Snowflakes. I am thinking about the main 
ideas, about the reason Jacqueline Martin wrote this book. So far, everything we 
have learned suggests that Willie loved snow more than anything. T&T about the 
details that support that main idea. I am going to keep reading and see if I still 
think that could be the main idea. Read to the page that shows a horse pulling a 
sleigh. I am going to stop reading and think about the main idea again. I am 
thinking that the main ideas is still that Willie loves snow more than anything, but 
I also want to say how patient he was and how he never gave up. Let me try to put 
all that together: “The main idea is that a very patient man named Willie loved 
snow more than anything and wanted to learn about it so badly that he never 
gave up.” How did I do? Did you notice I am not telling what happened in the 
story? I am not trying to list the events. I am thinking about the main idea… 
Continue to the end. T&T. What is the main idea? Sts share out. Discuss their 
thinking.   Let’s practice some more main ideas. We can find main ideas for a 
whole story, and we can find main ideas for parts of books. Let’s try it with some 
parts of the book. Willie’s mom and dad used their savings to buy him a very 
expensive camera that cost more than ten cows. T&T. What is the main idea? 
Why did they do it? Share out and discuss. After Willie died, a monument was 
built for him in the center of town so everyone would remember the man who 
studied snow. T&T.  What is the main idea? Why did the people of the town build 
it? Together with Sts. describe the order of events or ideas.  
Lesson recap:  Today we learned that we can find the main idea of the whole 
book or only in a part of book. Readers must think carefully about supporting 
details. Then readers can infer, or figure out, a main idea. Thinking about the 
main idea and supporting details help us better understand what we read. We 
learned… about Snowflake Bentley.  

 
 
 
 
T&T: “The main idea 
is___.” 
T&T: “The main idea 
is___.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T&T: What details 
support the main idea that 
Willie loved snow more 
than anything? 
 
 
 
T&T: “The main idea 
is___.” 
T&T: The main idea of 
that part is___. 
 
T&T: The main idea of 
that part is___. 
 
 
 

Sts share the main idea 
from their independent 
reading 
 

T observations and 
anecdotal notes during 
T&T, share time, and 
independent practice. 
 
Were Sts able to: 

 find supporting 
details for the main 
idea? 

 determine a main 
idea? 

 
Confer with readers 
during independent 
reading to see if they can 
identify main ideas when 
reading independently.  
 
Assess St writing to see 
if the writing is help 
together by a main idea. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

5 

Main Idea 

 

Supporting 

Details 

Connect & Engage: Yesterday… Today we are going to read a Readers 

Theater Script called “Snakes” and find the supporting details for the main 

idea.  

Independent: Read the selection to model fluent, expressive reading. Then 

divide Sts into two teams to present the script. Discuss the main idea. Partners 

identify the important supporting details. Sts share out. Chart. Sts reread the 

passage again with a partner. 

Lesson recap:  You did a great job of reading the readers theater script 

“Snakes.” The main idea of “Snakes” is…  You found supporting details that 

gave us more information about how snakes are cold blooded animals. . When 

we find the main idea and the important supporting details, it helps us better 

understand what we read. You can find the main idea and supporting details in 

your independent reading.  

 

 

T&T: Which detail(s) 

support the main idea? 

 

How does determining 

importance help me as 

a reader? 

T observations and 

anecdotal notes during 

T&T, share time, and 

independent practice. 

 

Were Sts able to find 

supporting details for 

the main idea? 

**Determine 

Importance Strategy 

Wrap-Up 

 

MATERIALS: Day 1 Suggested Lesson Text: Super Storms- Texas Journeys Unit 2 Lesson 8 T222 (St book pg. 230) 

*Main Ideas Grab and Go-Texas Journeys Unit 2 Practice Book vol. 1 pg. 114   

Day 2-4 Suggested Lesson Text: Snowflake Bentley-Interactive Read-Alouds by Linda Hoyt pg. 107 

Day 5 Suggested Lesson Text: Snakes- Interactive Read-Alouds by Linda Hoyt pg. 110 
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Target(s) for the Week: Understand that summarizing information about a topic helps me learn and remember important information; Merge my 

thinking with the information to create summary that is interesting to read and written in my own words; Record basic 

information in simple visual formats (e.g., notes, charts, picture graphs, diagrams) 

D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

1 

What We 

Learned 

About The 

Life of a 

Jellyfish 

   

   

   

   

   

  

Connect & Engage: A couple of weeks ago we read an article called “Jellies” 

where we learned to record information, take notes to remember information 

and organize our thinking. This week, we are going to revisit this article and 

sum up our thinking about this topic. We are going to try writing a summary! 

T&T, what is a summary? T recaps Sts thinking. A “summary” pulls together 

what we know about a topic so we can share the information with others. A 

summary is often a paragraph in which all the sentences relate to once topic. A 

“topic” is what we are reading and thinking about. You can often tell what the 

topic is from the title. Let’s look at the title, “Jellies”. What’s the topic? 

Jellyfish, you’re right. Let’s review some of the information we learned from the 

“Jellies” article. T reviews information Sts have learned from reading and 

taking notes on this topic. All the information relates to the topic: life of a 

jellyfish. Most of you have written facts on sticky notes about the life of a 

jellyfish. I am going to show you what to do with your notes. 

Model: I am going to share a post-it note I wrote on Jellyfish. Jellyfish live 

without brains. Now lets T&T about what you learned about jellyfish. T listens 

in as Sts share thinking. T facilitates whole group discussion and records the 

information on the anchor chart. You have such interesting information about 

our topic; the life of a jellyfish. When we write a summary, we write what is 

important about the topic in our own words. We’ll use all this great information 

to write a summary of the life of a jellyfish. Anything else you want to add to our 

notes? T allows for Sts to share any new information they might have gathered 

since last meeting about this topic. I think we’re going to take the information 

you just shared orally and see if we shape this information into new thoughts to 

make a summary. Notice, that I wrote notes on the chart using just a few words, 

not whole sentences, and that I paraphrased the information. We’ll turn these 

words and phrases into sentences as we write our summary tomorrow. 

Lesson recap: Good readers use the information they learned to create a 

summary. A summary pulls together all the important information we learned 

about a topic so we can share it with others. We have gathered that information 

all together on our anchor chart so that tomorrow we can begin to create our 

summary. 

T&T: What is a 

summary? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: Share the 

information you 

recorded on your sticky 

notes about jellyfish. 

 

Sts share 

-What are some facts 

you have learned in 

your non-fiction IR 

books? 

-What are some of the 

big ideas in your IR 

books? 

T observation and 

anecdotal notes on Sts 

T&T and share time. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor Chart(s) Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

2 

 Connect & Engage: Now that we have gathered our notes about the life of 

a jellyfish and listed them on the anchor chart, are you ready to write a 

summary? Good readers know that once they have read and learned 

information, it is important to pull all that information together and 

organize it so they can share it with others. 

Model: You all mentioned important facts on the life of a jellyfish we 

learned about in the article. The information is accurate because we read it 

in the text and you put it into your own words when you shared it. Let’s 

think about how we’ll start our summary. Notice that the topic is about the 

life of a jellyfish, so we should talk about that first. T reads through the 

anchor chart and selects a fact (the information) that introduces the topic 

idea (e.g. jellyfish live without brains). This is the big idea about the life of 

a jellyfish, they can do so much but they don’t have a brain. I’ll write 

“Jellyfish are amazing creatures of the sea that live their life without a 

brain.” (T records first sentence using own words). We try to use language 

that gets our reader interested in reading our summary. Now let’s look at 

our other facts. What should we add into our summary next? T&T to a 

partner about what should go next in the summary and how you might say 

it. Remember the summary must be in your own words. T listens in and 

selects a St to share. Good idea, I‘ll add that. 

Guide: What fact should we write about next? T and Sts work through the 

other facts on the life of a jellyfish as T records the sentences on the anchor 

chart. 

Lesson recap: What thoughtful readers you are! You were able to take your 

notes about the life of a jellyfish and (orally) create interesting and 

engaging sentences that we placed in our summary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: How can you put 

that fact into your own 

words? 

Sts share 

-What did we do as 

readers to create our 

summary? 

T observation and 

anecdotal notes on Sts 

T&T and share time. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor Chart(s) Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

3 

How to Create A 

Summary 

 (pre-made by the 

T using PTK 

Book 6, pp. 7) 

 

What We 

Learned About 

Thunderstorms 

  

   

   

   

   

 

Connect & Engage: Yesterday we…Today I want to share with you a chart 

I made after school yesterday on “How to Create a Summary”. You shared 

some of these ideas yesterday at the end of our lesson. You are such smart 

thinkers! After I share this with you, we will re-read an article you have 

read before, note the important facts and create another summary together. 

T shares anchor chart on summary. 

Guide: The article we will re-read a portion of today is “Super Storms” We 

used it to help us learn about main idea and details a few weeks ago. I want 

to you be listening for important information as I read the section on 

Thunderstorms. T begins to read text and stops to let Sts T&T about the 

important information. T&T about what you just heard that is important 

thunderstorms. After you talk, I will record this important information on 

the anchor chart. T and Sts continue this process to gather enough 

important information (T uses pp. 233-235, so this part is brief) to use in 

creating a summary. Let’s think about the order in which we want to write 

our information for the summary. T&T about what makes the best first 

sentence. T facilitates discussion of which fact goes first and so on. T writes 

the summary as Sts determine the order and share how the sentence should 

be stated just like on Day 2. T and Sts re-read the completed summary. 

Lesson recap: Great work again today readers! You understand the 

summarizing information about a topic helps us learn and remember 

important information. You used your listening, thinking and writing skills 

to help create our summary. You remembered to make the summary sound 

interesting to read. Nice job! 

 

Lesson recap: Good readers can determine important information and 

record it. They understand that when they pull all that information together, 

they can share a summary with someone about their topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What is an 

important fact about our 

rain forest animal you 

will write on your 

sticky note? 

Sts share 

-What is one piece of 

important information 

you learned about our 

rain forest animal 

today? 

T observation and 

anecdotal notes on Sts 

T&T and share time. 

 

 

Sts completed sticky 

notes. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor Chart(s) Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

4 

& 

5 

 

How to Create A 

Summary 

 (pre-made by the T 

using PTK Book 6, 

pp. 7) 

 

Connect & Engage: Yesterday we…for the next two days you will work 

with a partner to gather facts and create a summary on the topic of 

hurricanes from our article “Super Storms”. 

Collaborate: You and your partner will read the section on hurricanes 

and write down the important information. Then following the steps of 

our “How to Create a Summary” chart you will re-read your notes on 

your facts, discuss which facts you will use. Then put your notes in order. 

Talk with your partner to create each sentence so that it is interesting to 

read and in your own words. You will have today and tomorrow to work 

on this. I will come around to conference with you and help you if you 

are stuck. T may work with a small group of Sts who need more support 

if this is needed. 

Lesson recap: Great work again today readers! You understand the 

summarizing information about a topic helps us learn and remember 

important information. You used your listening, thinking and writing 

skills to help create your summary. You remembered to make the 

summary sound interesting to read and you used your own words. Nice 

job! 

 

 

 

Collaborative Practice: 
Sts work with partner to 

re-read their facts, 

determine the order of 

the facts for the 

summary and write the 

summary in a way that 

makes it interesting to 

read and is in Sts own 

words. 

 

 

Sts share 

-the summary the have 

written on hurricanes? 

T observation and 

anecdotal notes on Sts 

collaborative practice 

and share time. 

 

Sts completed summary 

 

By end of week: 

Sts can: 

-Put information into 

own words without 

saying too much 

-understand that 

summarizing 

information about a 

topic helps them learn 

and remember 

important information 

-use reading, thinking 

and writing skills to 

help create a summary 

-make the summary 

sound interesting to 

read 

MATERIALS: Primary Comprehension Toolkit by Harvey & Goudvis, Book 6, Lesson 19. Days 1-2Suggested Lesson Text: Texas Journeys Unit 2, Lesson 10 “Jellies”, pp. 294-

308 (T414) any non-fiction text. Day 3-5 Suggested Lesson Text: Texas Journeys Unit 2, Lesson 8 Super Storms, pp. 230-243 (T222) any short non-fiction text. 
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Target(s) for the Week:  Synthesize big ideas from fiction using several strategies, especially inferring, visualizing, and connect; Understand important 

ideas from a character’s words and actions as well as from story events; Think about and interpret the significance of the 

events in a story; Construct important ideas based on content 

D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

1 

2 column chart 

 

Character / 

 

 

Big Idea 

(words/actions- 

what they 

character said 

and did) 

Connect & Engage: Today we are going to read a book that’s fiction. 

T&T, what is fiction? T listens in and selects Sts to share definition and 

give some examples/titles of fiction. That is right fiction means the 

events in the story didn’t really happen, but there could be lots of useful 

accurate information the reader can learn from. Our book today is 

called *________ by ______. So let’s look at the cover. You might 

already know something about_______. T&T, share what you already 

know about ________ and any questions you have. T listens in and asks 

Sts to share their thinking, especially their BK. Throughout the story; 

characters will be talking so we know right away that it is fiction. We 

can learn important ideas from a character’s words and actions as well 

as the story events, so pay close attention. Close your eyes and create 

mental images as I read.  T reads the introduction or first page of the 

book. These words really paint a picture in my mind of what it looks like 

and feels like to ________. Are you visualizing something too? T&T 

about this. Sts share their images. Keep thinking about the words in this 

story and the pictures they create in your mind. 

Model: Now as I read, I’m going to show you how to infer what’s going 

on in the book-what the characters are doing and saying and what’s 

happening to them. We have inferred and visualized before. Remember 

how to listen carefully to the author’s words and look at the pictures to 

infer and figure out what is going on. Listen now as I read. T reads first 

few pages. In this story, author doesn’t tell us why ___________, but I 

know from my schema that _________. I think that might be one of the 

reasons that _______. T&T about what you think is happening. T listens 

in and selects Sts to share their thinking with whole group. Interesting 

thinking, all of you. You have used several strategies to think more 

deeply about what is happening in the story. (e.g. inferred what the 

character was doing, you asked a question, you created a picture in your 

mind) It is so important to use these strategies when you read. 

Lesson recap: Good readers use strategies like asking questions, 

visualizing and inferring to help them more deeply understand the story. 

Great work! 

 

T&T: What is fiction? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What do you 

already know about the 

animals on the cover? 

 

 

 

T&T: What do you feel 

and what can you see? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What do you think 

is happening? 

Sts share 

-Have you identified 

a main idea and 

supporting details in 

any of the NF books 

you have been 

reading? 

 

T observation and 

anecdotal notes of Sts 

T&T and share time. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor Chart(s) Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

2 

2 column chart 

 

Character / 

 

 

Big Idea 

(words/actions- 

what they 

character said and 

did) 

Connect & Engage: Yesterday we…Today as we continue to read our 
book *_________ by ________, we are going to pay special attention 
to the characters in our story and what they do and say. Their words 
and actions can help us understand the important ideas from the story. 
Model: T reads the next page. On this page we see a character that is 
saying or doing _______. Watch what I do to respond. I’m going to put 
what the character says/does in my own words. I think the character is 
saying/doing…T writes her thoughts on anchor chart. Notice our 
anchor chart has a place for the character’s name and then a place for 
the big idea where we infer from what the character said and did. 
Guide: Now it’s your turn! T&T about this character and the big ideas 
you infer from the story.  T listens in and selects Sts to share. T records 
their thinking on the chart, naming the strategy they are using.  T 
continues to read aloud, stopping for Sts to record their thinking on a 
think sheet and then T&T to share their thinking/inferring of the big 
ideas from the characters in the story.  
Lesson recap: You each had your own thoughts and you inferred and 
made connections to the big ideas. This is the work of good readers! 
Good readers make inferences about what the characters said and did 
as they think for themselves to come up with the big ideas. All of this 
helps them better understand the story. 

 
 
 
 
 
Sts watching T as she 
responds to the character’s 
words and actions. 
 
Sts have their own think 
sheet to record (write/draw) 
character and words/actions 
 
T&T: about the character 
and the big ideas you infer 
from the story. 
 
 
T&T: to share your 
thinking / inferring 

Sts share 
-What is something you 
placed on your think 
sheet today? 

T observation and 
anecdotal notes of Sts 
T&T and share time. 
 
Sts completed think 
sheets. 

3 

2 column chart 

 

Character / 

 

 

Big Idea 

(words/actions- 

what they 

character said and 

did) 

Connect & Engage: Yesterday you...Today we will continue our work 
as good readers. T&T about what we are doing as readers to synthesize 
this story? T listens in and recaps You are right good readers use 
inferring, visualizing and connections to help them synthesize the big 
ideas of a story. 
Guide: T & Sts continue working through the book for Day 3, using 
the lesson process from Day 2 and completes the book. Possible T 
language includes…What do you think about…? Or Remember to tie 
your thinking to the text. What are your questions and did you infer a 
possible answer? What images are you creating in your mind? Once 
the story is finished, Sts review their think sheets and the anchor chart. 
T facilitates the sharing focus discussion so that Sts can share their 
synthesis of the big ideas of the story. T may choose to have Sts write 
and draw their final synthesis if time permits. 
Lesson recap: Good readers like you understand the important ideas 
from a character's words and actions and also the story events. You are 
able to synthesize big ideas using strategies like inferring, visualizing 
and making connections. You are able to get important ideas from a 
fiction book. All of these things help us really understand what we read 

T&T: What strategies do 
readers use to help them 
synthesize?  
 
Sts have their own think 
sheet to record (write/draw) 
character and words/actions 
 
T&T: about the character 
and the big ideas you infer 
from the story. 
 
T&T: to share your 
thinking / inferring 

Sts share- 
-What is your synthesis 
of the big ideas in this 
story? 
-What important ideas 
came from what the 
characters did or said? 

T observation and 
anecdotal notes of Sts 
T&T and share time. 
 

Sts completed synthesis 
of the big ideas. 
 

Sts can 
-understand important 

ideas from a character's 
words and actions as 
well as from story events  

-synthesize big ideas 
from fiction using 
several strategies, 
especially inferring, 
visualizing and 
connecting. 

-construct important 
ideas based on content 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

4 

 Synthesizing 

and 

Summarizing 

 

 -Tell what's 

important 

 

 -In a way that 

makes sense 

 

 -Without 

telling too 

much 

Connect & Engage: Good readers know the importance of being able to 

synthesize and summarize what they read. When we want to recommend a 

story we've read to someone else, we don't want to tell them the whole thing, 

because then they would not need to read it. If the previews for the movies told 

us everything about the movie, many of us would not go to see it. Good 

readers synthesize the book and find a way to tell what is important, in a way 

that makes sense, without telling too much. Let's try it! 

Model/Guide: We are going to read _______. It is a book you have already 

heard, but today as we read, I am going to stop at points in the book to have 

you synthesize the story so far and then tell a partner what's important, in a 

way that makes sense, but not tell too much. I will show you first.  T reads the 

first few pages and then models the strategy synthesizing and summarizing the 

first part of the story. Watch what I do, then T&T. That's right, I told what was 

important in a way that made sense, but I did not tell too much. Now you will 

give it a try. T reads another 2-3 pages and lets Sts T&T. One St does the 

synthesizing and summarizing while the other St listens. Then they will switch 

roles at the next T&T. T listens in and selects 1-2 Sts to share. T & Sts work 

through the whole book using this process. Now I want you to think about the 

whole story. Who thinks they can synthesize and summarize the whole book by 

telling what is important, in a way that makes sense, without telling too much? 

T&T with your partner and each of you take a turn at it. T listens in and 

selects a few Sts to share their synthesis of the book. 

Lesson recap: Good readers are able to synthesize and summarize what they 

have read. They tell what is important in a way that makes sense, without 

telling too much. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What did you 

see me do? 

 

 

 

T&T: Synthesize and 

summarize this part of 

the story. 

Sts share- 

-What is your synthesis 

and summary of this 

story? 

 

T observation and 

anecdotal notes of Sts 

T&T and share time. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

5 

Synthesizing 

and 

Summarizing 

 

 -Tell what's 

important 

 

 -In a way that 

makes sense 

 

 -Without 

telling too 

much 

Connect & Engage: You did a great job yesterday synthesizing and 

summarizing our story. Today you will get a chance to write a book review 

using this strategy. I hope everyone has a book they would like to review. If 

two of you have a book you want to review together you can work as a team. 

Independent/Collaborate: I want to share with you by book review. My book 

review is one that is by my favorite author, Cynthia Rylant. When I thought 

about my book, I looked at the pictures and read through the pages. Because I 

have read this book many times, I did not have to read it all cover to cover. 

Then I had to think about what was important in this story. After that, I needed 

to tell it in a way that made sense without telling too much. Here is my review. 

"The Relatives Came is about families getting together to make and share 

memories and then missing each other when they are not together anymore”. 

Now you will get a chance to try it. You can use any of the read alouds we 

have read many times before or one of your independent reading books. You 

may work alone or with a partner. I will come around to conference with you. 

T moves around room and conferences with Sts, supporting those who need 

help. T facilitates share time so Sts can share their book reviews. T and Sts 

may want to display them near their classroom library or in the hallway for 

others to read. (see RWM pp. 165 for book review example/template idea) 

Lesson recap: You did a fantastic job! Your book reviews are evidence that as 

good readers you understand that when synthesizing and summarizing you 

must tell what is important, in a way that makes sense without telling too much. I 

would like you to try this at the end of a few of your IR books next week. You may 

write your book review in your reading log. Great work readers! 

 

 

 

 

 

Collaborative 

Practice: Sts talk about 

the big ideas with a 

partner. Sts use those 

ideas to draw or write 

their thinking on a large 

piece of paper showing 

the synthesis of the big 

ideas. 

 

 

 

 T observation and 

anecdotal notes of Sts 

collaborative practice 

and share time. 

 

Sts completed book 

reviews 

 

Sts can 

 

 -Tell what's important 

 -In a way that makes 

sense 

 -Without telling too 

much 

MATERIALS: Days 1-3: Primary Comprehension Toolkit (PTK) Book 6 Summarize & Visualize, Lesson 20.  

Suggested Lesson Text: a Fiction book that contains accurate and useful information that Sts have schema for. 

Day 4-5: Reading With Meaning (RWM) pp. 163-164 (Readers retell what they have read as a way of synthesizing); Book review idea pp. 165 
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Target(s) for the Week: Monitor overall meaning, important concepts, and themes in text as I read, understanding that my thinking changes in the 

process; Synthesize to understand more clearly what I have read and take my thinking to a deeper level; Explain how 

summarizing and synthesizing helps me as a reader 

D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

1 

 Connect & Engage: We have been learning to summarize and synthesize 

important information in the texts we have been reading. Today I would 

like to show you how our thinking can evolve or change as we learn new 

information. It is kind of like a ripple in a pond. When you throw a rock 

into a pond, at first it makes a splash and a small circle where the rock 

landed. Then, the water ripples out making little waves so the circle 

keeps getting bigger and bigger. Let me show you with this book. 

Model: Today I am going to read a book called *Smoky Nights by Eve 

Bunting This is not a new book for you, we used it in our lessons on 

inferring and then in our author study. Your job will be to listen to the 

story and especially to my thinking and how it changes as I learn new 

and interesting things in the story. My thinking will be like a ripple in a 

pond.  T begins the story by reading the first page. I'm thinking this story 

is about a Mom and a little boy watching a riot in the streets below.  T 

continues to read stopping to model her thinking once she gains new 

information. At first I thought it was just going to be about a riot, but now I'm 

thinking it’s about Mama and Mrs. Kim being angry, and not liking or 

trusting each other. T continues on to a place where her thinking is really 

changed by the new information. This is really different that I thought it was 

going to be. I'm changing my synthesis again! Now I’m thinking the story is 

about all the damage and danger and sadness that happened when people 

are angry and lose control. T reads further in the book At first I thought it 

was going to be all about violence and rioting and anger, but now I am 

changing my thinking again. The lady from the shelter is making me think the 

story has something to do with caring, too. When T reaches point in the book 

where problem is solved or author reveals a final big idea Oh! I'm getting it 

now! My synthesis has come a long way since I first read this book. Here is 

my synthesis now. Smoky Night is about if people of all kinds would just take 

the time to really get to know each other, maybe there wouldn’t be so much 

anger and misunderstanding in the world. This book is all about having two 

families who love you and care about you. T has Sts T&T and listens in. T 

selects Sts to share what they observed. T facilitates share time discussion. 

(Note: T records all of this evolving synthesis onto an anchor chart at a later 

time - not during the lesson.)  

Lesson recap: Good readers understand that their thinking changes or 

grows when they have new learning. They synthesize to help their 

thinking go deeper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What happened to my 

thinking as I read this story?  

 

 

 

Sts share 

-How does synthesis 

help me as a reader? 

T observation and 

anecdotal notes from 

Sts T&T and share 

time. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

2 

Completed 

Synthesis chart 

for Day 1 Book 

(e.g. RWM pp. 

160) 

 

The Language 

of Synthesis 

 At first I 

thought... but 

now I'm 

thinking 

 I used to 

think… but 

now I’m 

thinking… 

 Oh! This 

changes 

everything… 

 Here’s what 

I’m thinking so 

far… 

 This is way 

different than I 

thought it was 

going to be. 

Connect & Engage: Yesterday you watched me show you how my 

thinking changed as I got new information from my story. You learned 

that good readers understand that thinking changes as they learn 

important ideas and themes in the text. Let's look at the anchor chart I 

made of my thinking from yesterday. T reviews anchor chart with Sts. I 

have placed the language of synthesis starters on another chart so we 

can use those to help us. You also have your own synthesis think sheet 

where you can record your own synthesis today as I read new book. 

Model: Our book today is called ________ by _____. I will read the first 

page and then we T&T about what we are thinking so far. T reads and 

then has Sts T&T. T helps Sts to use the synthesis language as they share 

their initial thinking about the book. I’m thinking our book is about 

_________. 

Guide: T reads and stops for Sts to T&T and then selects Sts to share 

their synthesis based on new information gained using the language of 

synthesis (e.g. At first I thought...but now I'm thinking...) T reads about 

1/2 of the book as Sts synthesize their thinking. T facilitates Sts sharing 

focus discussion. 

Lesson recap: Great thinking! You do understand how synthesis is like a 

ripple in a pond. The ideas get bigger or change as you learn new 

information. Good readers know it is important to notice and understand 

why their thinking changes. 

 

Sts have a copy of the 

synthesis think sheet (RWM 

pp. 161 or 166 or one 

determined by the T) to 

record their synthesis as T 

reads the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T&T: What are you 

thinking this book might be 

about? 

Sts share 

-What changed in your 

thinking?  

-What made your 

thinking bigger or 

different? 

T observation and 

anecdotal notes from 

Sts T&T and share 

time. 
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D 

A 

Y 

Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

3 

The Language 

of Synthesis 

chart from Day 

2 

 

Connect & Engage: Yesterday we...today we will finish our story, 

noticing how our thinking changes as we learn new information in our 

story. T&T, what is synthesis? T listens in and selects a St to share their 

definition of synthesis. 

Guide:  T & Sts repeat lesson process for Day 3 and finish the text. T 

supports Sts as they use the language of synthesis such as "At first I 

thought...but now I'm changing my thinking..."  "This is really different 

than I thought...now I'm thinking the story is about...?"  T has Sts T&T at 

the end of the book to share their final synthesis of the book. T facilitates 

share time so Sts can share their final synthesis with the whole group. 

Lesson recap: Good readers understand that their thinking changes 

throughout a story as they gain new information. 

T&T: What is synthesis? 

 

Sts have a copy of the 

synthesis think sheet (RWM 

pp. 161 or 166 or one 

determined by the T) to 

record their synthesis as T 

reads the book. 

T&T: what are you thinking 

now? 

Sts share 

-Here is my final 

synthesis now that the 

story is over. 

T observation and 

anecdotal notes from 

Sts T&T and share 

time. 

4 

The Language 

of Synthesis 

 At first I 

thought... but 

now I'm 

thinking 

 I used to 

think… but 

now I’m 

thinking… 

 Oh! This 

changes 

everything… 

 Here’s what 

I’m thinking so 

far… 

 This is way 

different than I 

thought it was 

going to be. 

 

Connect & Engage: Yesterday we...Today we will work together for part 

of the story I have selected and then tomorrow you will work with a 

partner to synthesize the rest of the story. What is synthesis and how does 

it help you as a reader? T&T to a partner and share your thinking about 

this. T listens in and selects a few Sts to share. 

 Guide: Our book today is called ”Luke Goes to Bat” by Rachel Isadora. 

I will read the book, stopping to let you record your synthesis. Then I will 

continue to stop along the way so you can record your new thinking as 

you learn new information. Let’s review our Language of Synthesis chart 

so we all have some ways to start our synthesis statements when we 

record our thinking. T& Sts review the chart. T begins the book and 

stops for Sts to record their first synthesis about the book. T stops at a 

few more places in the book for Sts to record their changing synthesis.  

Lesson recap: Good readers understand that when they pay attention to 

the meaning, important ideas and themes, their thinking changes as they 

read. Nice Work! Begin to try this with your IR reading books. I will 

make some synthesis think sheet available for you or you can record your 

thinking in your reading journal. 

 

T&T” What is synthesis and 

how does it help you as a 

reader? 

 

 

 

 

 

Sts have a copy of the 

synthesis think sheet and 

record their synthesis 

throughout book. St share 

their synthesis with 1-2 

other Sts. 

Sts share 

-Explain how synthesis 

helps me as a reader. 

T observation and 

anecdotal notes on Sts 

T&T and share time 

 

Sts synthesis think 

sheets 
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Anchor 

Chart(s) 

Explicit Instruction/Modeling 
Minilesson Focus 

(Teacher Behaviors and  

Student Outcomes) 

Guided and/or 

Collaborative Practice 
What will my students  

be doing? 

Sharing Focus 
(Opportunity to reteach at 

close of Shared Reading 

and/or Reading 

Workshop.) 

Evidence of Learning 
(How will I know if my 

students know it?) 

Graded/Ungraded 

5 

The Language 

of Synthesis 

 At first I 

thought... 

but now I'm 

thinking 

 I used to 

think… but 

now I’m 

thinking… 

 Oh! This 

changes 

everything

… 

 Here’s what 

I’m 

thinking so 

far… 

 This is way 

different 

than I 

thought it 

was going 

to be. 

 

Connect & Engage: Yesterday we read part of the book ”Luke 

Goes to Bat”. You did some great work showing how your 

thinking changes as you read. Today you will get to continue your 

thinking and synthesis work with a partner or in a small group. 

Collaborate: Sts work with a partner to read the rest of the story. 

Sts stop to discuss the text and then synthesize using the language 

of synthesis stems. T moves around room and listens in, 

scaffolding and supporting Sts as needed. T may also work with 

small group that needs more support. T facilitates whole group 

share time where Sts share their thinking. 

T selects a few Sts to share their synthesis about the book. 

Lesson recap: Because readers understand the meaning of the 

story, they are able to listen for the bigger ideas and notice when 

their thinking changes along the way. They can think more deeply 

about the big ideas. You have done a great job with this strategy 

all week! 

 

 

 

Collaborative Practice: 
Sts have a copy of the 

text and the synthesis 

think sheet to record their 

synthesis in the second 

half of the book. 

Sts read text with a 

partner, stopping to 

discuss and share their 

thinking as they 

synthesize what they have 

read. 

Sts share 

-What was your final 

synthesis about the 

book?  

-Did your synthesis 

change? 

- If so what made it 

change? 

-How does 

synthesizing help you 

as a reader? 

T observation and 

anecdotal notes on 

Sts collaborative 

discussion about 

their synthesis of 

the story. 

 

Sts completed 

synthesis charts 

from collaborative 

practice. 

 

Sts can 

-monitor the overall 

meaning, important 

ideas and themes in 

a text and 

understand that their 

thinking changes in 

the process 

-Synthesize to 

understand more 

clearly what they 

have read and to 

take their thinking 

to a deeper level. 

-explain how 

synthesis helps 

them as a reader 
MATERIALS:  Reading With Meaning by Debbie Miller, pp. 160-163 

Day 1 Suggested Modeled Lesson Text: Smoky Nights by Eve Bunting; See the Ocean by Estelle Condra; The Story of Jumping Mouse by John Steptoe 

Day 2-3 Suggested Lesson Text: The Library or The Money Tree by Sarah Stewart; Cynthia Rylant or Eve Bunting titles used in author study (Unit 6) and theme (Unit 7) lessons 

Day 4-5 Suggested Lesson Text: Texas Journeys Unit 4, Lesson 17, “Luke Goes To Bat”, pp. 48 (T128) 

Synthesis anchor charts and synthesis think sheets can be found in Reading With Meaning, pp. 160, 161, 162, 166 

 


